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LIFE OF THE REV. WILLIAM TENNENT. 

Amonc the duties which every generation owes to thofe 

which are to fucceed it, we may reckon the careful delineatie 

on of the charaéters of thofe whofe example deferves, and may 

invite imitation. Example fpeaks louder than precept, and 

living practical religion has a much greater effet on mankind 

than argument or eloquence. Hence, the lives of pious men 

become the moft important fources of inftruétion and warning 

to pofterity: while their exemplary condué affords the beft . 

commentary on the religion they profeffed. But whenfuch 

men have been remarkably favoured of God, with unufual de- 

grees of light and knowledge, and have been honoured by the 

fpecial and extraordinary influence of his Holy Spirit, and by 

the moft manifeft and wonderful interpofitions of divine Pro- 

vidence in their behalf, it becomes a duty of more than com- 

mon obligation, to hand down to pofterity the principal events 

of their lives, together with fuch ufeful inferences as they nature 

ally fuggeft. Aneglect of this duty, even by perfons who 

may-be con{cious of the want of abilities neceflary for the com. 

plete biographer, is greatly culpable ; for, if the ftricteft atten 

tion he paid to the truch of the facts related, and all exaggera- 

tion or partial reprefentation be carefully avoided, the want 

of other furniture can be no excufe for burying in oblivion 

that conduct, which, if known, might edify and benefit the 

world. Kr 
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The writer of thefe memoirs has difficulties of a peculiar 

kind to encounter, in attempting to {ketch the life of that mo- 

deft, humble, and worthy man, whofe ations exercifes and 

fentiments he wifhes'to record. Worldly men, who are emu. 

lous to tranfmit their names to following ages, take care to 

leave fuch materials for the future hiftorian, as may fecure 

the celebrity which they feek. But the humble follower of 

the meek and lowly Jefus, whofe fole aim is the glory of God, 

in the welfare of immortal fouls, goes on, from day to day, 

as feeing Him who is invifible, careful to approve himfelf on. 

ly to the Searcher of hearts, regardlefs of worldly fame or 

diftinétion, and leaving itto his heavenly Father to reward 

him openly, in the day of final account. The writer of fuch 

a man’s life, muft principally, rely on a perfonal acquaintance 

with him, and the communications.of his intimate friends, for 

the information which fhall be imparted to the public. Ip 

thefe circumftances it is peculiarly embarraffing if fome of the 

faéts to. be recorded are of fuch a nature, that it is moft defi. 

rable to have their authenticity fo fully eftablifhed, that in- 

credulity fiiall.be confounded, and the fneer of the fceptical 

and profane loofe its effe¢ét. But the writer of the following 

narrative, though placed in thefe circumftances and having 

{uch faéts to detail, has neverthelefs determined to proceed, 

He has refrefhed and correéted his own recolle@tion, by the 

moft careful inquiries that he could poffibly make of others, 

until he is well affured, that what he fhall ftate is incon. 

teftible truth.. From the very nature of feveral things of 

which an account will be given, they donot indeed admit of 

any other direct teftimony than that of the remarkable man 

to whom they relate. But if there ever was a perfon who de. 

ferved to be believed unrefervedly on his own word, it was 

he. He poffeffed an integrity of foul and a foundnefs of 

judgment, which did actually fecure him an unlimited confi- 

dence from all who knew him. Every fpecies of deception, 
; . waka «“~wih Ve j 

falfhood, ana caarsee Avivvse sam abhorred and fcorned. He 
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was an Ifraclite indeed: in whom there wasno guile. With 

fach materials, then, as have been mentioned, and for a work 

of fuch character as has been hinted, the writer has undertas 

ken his tafk. He has undertaken what he would moft gladly 

have refigned to an abler hand; but.from which, as no other 

offered, he dared not withhold his own, He could with that 

fpeculative and even unbelieving minds might be inflruéted 

and convinced by thefe memvirs. But his principal objeé, 

and that in which‘he trufts he fhall not ke.entirely difappoint- 

ed, isto direét, afi; and comfort pious fouls, groaning under 

the preffure of the calamities which they often have to ene 

dure in their pilgrimage through the wildernefs of this world. 

The late Rev. Wi1LL1am’ Tennent, of Freehold, in the 

county of Monmouth, in the ftate of New-Jerfey, of whom 

we write, was the fecond fon of the Rev William Tennent, 

minifter of the gofpel at Nefhaminy, in Bucks county, in the 

ftate of Pennfylvania; This laft gentleman was originally a 

minifter of the church of England, in the then kingdom of 

Ireland, where he was born and received his education. He 

was chaplain to an [rifh nobleman, but being confcientiotfly 

{crupulous of conforming to the terms impofed on the clergy 

of that kingdom, he was deprived of his living. He now be. 

came acquainted with the famous Gilbert Kennedy, of —, 

a prefbyterian minifter, who had alfo been perfecuted for 

his religious principles, and focn after married his daughtere 

Finding it difficult to continue at home with any fatisfactury 

degree of ufefulnefs, and his family increafing, after a few 

years he determined to emigrate to America, where he wag 

encouraged to hope for a greater liberty of confcience, as well 

as the profpect of being employed in extending the Redeem- 

er’s kingdom in that new world. He arrived at Philadelphia 

inthe fummer of 1718, with his wife, four fons; and one 

daughter. His fons were, Gilbert, who was afterwards the 

“paftor of the fecond prefbyterian church in Philadelphia; Wil. 

liam the fubjeét of thefe memoirs; John, who became paftor 
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of the church at Freehold, and died at the age of twenty-five 

years; and Charles, afterwarcs minifter of the: prefbyterian 

church at Whiteclay creek whence he removed to Bucking.. 

ham, in Maryland. 

William Tennent, the father, on his firft coming to Ameri- 

ca, fettled at Eaft Chefter, in the then province of N ew- York, 

and afterwards removed to Bedford. Ina fhort time he wag 

called to Bucks county, in Pennfylvania, and preached at Bene 

falem and Smithfield; but foon after fettled permanently ae 

Nefhaminy, in the fame county. Being fkilled in the Latin 

language, fo as to {peak and write it aliroft as well as his mo- 

ther torgue, a good proficient alfo in the other learned lan. 

guages, and well read in divinity, he determined to fet up a 

{chool for the inftru€tion of youth, particularly of thofe defign- 

ed for the gofpel miniftry, as the beft fervice he could render 

to God and his new adopted country: education being then 

atavery low ebb. There appeared, in his apprehenfion, a 

very large field for the propagation of the gofpel, could a 

fufficient number of faithful labourers be found for fo great 

aharveft. A learned miniflry, he well knew, was neceflary 

to the fure foundation of the church of Chrift, efpecially 

in a new country, fo peculiarly expofed to every invader, 

and where the enemy might fo fuccefsfully fuw tares among 

the wheat. In purfuance of this defign, he eftablithed an 

academy, and built a houfe, fince known by the name of the 

log college. 

Soon after his arrival in Bucks county, on full confiderati. 

on, he left the church of England, and, to enlarge his fphere 

of ufefulnefs, determined to join the prefbyterian church,— 

Accordingly, he applied to the fynod of Philadelphia for ade 

miffion into their communion; and, on due examination, and 

complying with their flated rules, he was very cordially recei. 

ved. Atthe firft meeting of the fynod afterwards, he addref. 

fed that venerable body, in an elegant Latin oration, which 

added greatly to his celebrity, and increafed the hopes of his 

friends as to the fuccefs of the inflitution he had founded. To 
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erect and fupport fuch an important feminary of learning, out 

of his own private purfe, at that early period, ina new coun- 

try juft rifing from a favage wildernefs, and to devote hime 

felf to fo fevere a fervice, in addition to his paftoral charge, 

was a boon to his generation, that at this day cannot be eafily 

sor fufficiently appreciated, 

His expectations, in a few years, were more than realized. 

In this inftitution the principal men of the day, and many of 

the prefbyterian clergy, were educated, and added greatly to 

the increafe and ufefulnefs of their churches. The late Key. 

Mefirs. Rowland, Campbell, Lawrence, Beatty, Rubinfon, 

and Samuel Blair, with many others, were among the num. 

ber of his pupils, and thought themfelves honoured by being 

confidered as fons of this humble feminary. Here alfo his 

own four fons received their education, and were prepared 

for their important fervices. Had thefe been the only fruits 

of that infant academy, America would have reafon to ree 

joice, and to render thanks to that God who direéted this gen: 

tleman to vifit her fhores. } 

His fecond fon Wiixr1am, who is the fubjeét of thefe 

fketches, was born on the 3d day of June, 1705, in the coune 

ty of Antrim, in Ireland, and was juft turned of thirteen years 

when he arrived in America. He applied himfelf, with much 

zeal and induftry, to his ftudies, and made great proficiency 

in the languages, particularly inthe Latin. Being early im- 

preffed with a deep fenfe of divine things, he foon determined 

to follow the example of his father and elder brother, by de- 

voting himfelf to the fervice of God in the miniftry of the 

gofpel. His brother Gilbert being called to the paftoral charge 

of the church at New-Brunfwick, in New Jerfey, and ma- 

king a very confiderable figure as a ufeful and popular preach- 

er; William determined, as he had, completed his courle in 

the languages, to ftudy divinity under his brother. Accore 

dingly ‘he left his father’s house with his confent and by his 

advice, and went to New.Brunfwick- At his departure from 

home, which was confidered as his fetting out in life, his fae 
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ther addreffed him with great affection, commending him to 

the favour and prote€lion of that God, from whom he him. 

felf had received fo much mercy, and who had direGed him 

in allhis migrations, He gave him a fmali fum of money, 

as the amount of all he could do for him, telling him that if 

he behaved well and did his duty, this was an ample provifi- 

on for him; and if he fhould aét otherwife, and prove un. 

gratefulto a kind and gracious God, it was too much and 

more than he deferved. Thus with a pittance, and the bleffing 

of a pious and effe€tionate parent, of more confequence than | 

thoufands of pounds, the young fludent fet out in the world. 

After a regular courfe of ftudy in theology, Mr. Tennent 

was preparing for his examination by the pre fbytery as a cane 

didate for the gofpel miniftry. His intenfe application affec- 

ted his health, and brought on a pain in his breaft and a flight 

helic. He foon became emaciated, and at length was like . 

a living fkeleton. His life was now threatened. He was 

attended by a phyfician, a young gentieman who was attach- 

ed to him by the firiéteft and warmeft frienfhip. He grew 

worfe and worfe, till little hope of life was left. In this fitu. 

ation his fpirits failed him, and he began to entertain doubts 

of his final happinefs. He was converfing, one morning, with 

his brother, in Latin, on the flate of his foul, when he fainted 

and died away. After the ufual time, he was laid out ona 

board, according to the common pralice of the country, 

and the neighbourhood were invited to attend his funeral on 

the next day. Inthe evening, his phyfician and friend re- 

turned from a ride into the country, and was afflicted beyond 

meafure at the news of hisdeath. He could not be perfuaded 

that it was certain; and on being told that one of the perfons 

who had effifled in laying out the body thought he had ob- 

ferved a little tremor of the ficfh under the arm, although the | 

body was cold and fliff, he endevoured to afcertain the fact. 

He fiilt put his own hand into warm water to make it as fen- 

fible as poflible, and then felt under the arm, and at the 
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heart, and affirmed that he felt an unufual warmth, though 

noone elfe could, He had the body reftored to a warm bed, 

and infifted that the people, who -had been invited to the fue 

neral, fhould berequefted not to attend. To this the brother 

objected as abfurd, the eyes being funk, the lips difcoloured, 

andthe whole body cold and fliff. However, the doétor 

finally prevailed ; and all probable means were ufed, to dif. 

cover fymptomis of returning life. But the third day arrived, 

and no hopes were entertained of fuccefs but by the door, 

who never left him night nor day- [he people were again 

invited, and affembled to attend the funeral. The dodtor ftill 

objeéted, and at laft confined his requeft for delay to one 

hour, then to half an hour, and finally to a quarter of an 

hour. He had difcovered that the tongue was much fwoln, 

and threatened to crack. He was endeavouring to [often it, 

by fome emollient ointment put upon it with a feather, when 

the brother came in, about the expiration of the laft period, 

and miftaking what the doftor was doing, for an attempt to 

feed him, manifefted fome refentment, and in a [pirited one, 

faid, ‘ [t is fhameful to be feeding a lifelefs corpfe ;” and 

infifted, with earneftnefs, that the funeral fhould immediate. 

ly proceed. At this critical and important moment, the bo. 

dy, to the great alarm and aftonifliment of all prefent, opened. 

its eyes, gave a dreadful groan, and funk again into apparent 

death. This put an end to all thoughts of burying him, and 

every effort was again employed in hopes of bringing about a 

fpeedy refufcitation, In about an hour, the eyes again open- 

ed, a heavy groan proceeded from the body, and again all 

appearance of animation vanifhed. In another hour life 

feemed to return with more power, and a complete revival 

toak place, tothe great joy of the family and friends, and to 

the no {mall aftonifhment and conviction of very many who 

had been ridiculing the idea of reftoring to life a dead body. 

Mr. Tennent continued in fo weak and low a {tate for fix 

weeks, that great doubts were entertained of his final recoves 



ry. However, after that period he recovered much fafter, 

but it was above twelve months before he was completely res 

ftured. After he was able to walk the room, and to take no, 

tice of what paffed around him, on a Sunday afternoon, his 

fitter, who had ftaid from church to attend him, was reading 

in the Bible, when he took notice of it, and afked her what 

fhe had in her hand. She anfwered that fhe was reading the 

Bible. He replied, “ Whatis the Bible? I know not what 

you mean.” This affected the fitter fo much that fhe burft 

into tears, and informed him, that he was once well acquaint: 

ed withit. On her reporting this to the brother when he re- 

turned, Mr. Tennent was found upon examination, to be to- 

tally ignorant of every tranfation of his life previous to his 

ficknefs. He could not read a fingle word, neither did he 

feem to have any idea of what it meant. As foon as he be- 

came capable of attention, he was taught to read and write, 

as children are usually taught, and afterwards began to learn 

the Latin language under the tuition of his brother. One 

day as he was reciting aleffon in Cornelius Nepos, he fud- 

denly ftarted, clapped his hand to his head, as if fomething 

had hurt him, and made a paufe. His brother afking him 

what was the matter, he faid, that he felt a fudden fhock in 

his head, and it now feemed to him as ifhe had read that 

book before. By degrees his recollection was reftored, and 

he could {peak the Latin as fluently as before his ficknefs. 

His memory fo completely revived, that he gained a perfect 

knowledge of the paft tranfactions of his life, as if no difficule 

ty had previoufly occured. This event, at the time, made 

a confiderable noife, and afforded, not only matter of ferious 

contemplation to the devout chriftian, efpecially when con. 

nected with what follows in this narration, but furnifhed a 

fubject of deep inveftigation and learned inquiry to the real 

philofopher and curious anatomift. 

(To be continued. ) 
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« . ESSAYS MORAL AND RELIGIOUS. 

GPI LIL 

FOR THe VIRGINIA RELIGIOUS MAG(AzINE, 

VIVAX AND CONTUMAX—A DIALOGUE, 

- It will be recolle&ed, that at the clofe of the dialogue bea 

tween Paulinus and. Vivax which appeared in Number 2, 

Vol. 2, of the Virginia Religious Magizine, Vivax appear, 

ed to entertain a favourable opinion, of the chriftian religion, 

He had for fome time been convinced of the truth of the {crip. 

tures; but conceaiing his real fentiments he refifted the light 

and aff-cted to treat the gofpel, and its ordinances with cone 

tempt. He at lengzch became unable to make any farther re. 

Gitances Like a fervait who had known his matters will, and 

obftnately rafufed to obcy it, he viewed himfelf jultly expofed 

to many ftripes. To expeéct relief from the anguith of a troue 

bled fpirit, in the haunts of vice and folly or from the fpecuta- 

tions of Pilosophers, to Vivax now appeared no better than 

madnefs. The Philofophers could not extract the dagger 

which fin had planted\in his bofom; their remedies had no 

¢endency tocheck the progrefs of the difeafe which preyed 

on his vitals. The voice of an accufing confcience could no 

longer be filenced, by the clamorous mirth of fouls. Vivax 

is a finner: the law of God condemns him as an inexcusable 

finner, Whatcan he d>, or whether fhaill he fly to efcape 

deferved vengeance. Behold he prayeth; and his prayer is 

expreffed in the language of the humble Publican God be mer. 

ciful to me asinner. Proftrate in the duft, he prefumes not tg 

raife an eye towards heaven; he can fcarfely hone to partake 

of the crumbs, which fall from the childrens table. But the 

Father beholds the returning prodigal afar off: God who looks 

with complacency on the contrite heart in an unexpected hour, 

furprifed him with a difcovery of the exceeding riches of his 

grace, inChrift Jefus, The kind invitation of the Saviour, 

fweetly calmed the tumult of his bofom, ‘* Come unto me all 

S 8 
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ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you reft.2 

To this invitation, with rapture he replied, in the words of 

Peter, ‘ Lord to whom fhall I go but unto thee, thou haft the 

words of eternal life :? Life—Eternal life was what he fought 5 

and.from the Savior of finners he obtained, the “ineflimable 

gift. Ah! what tears of penitential forrow now flowed at 

the recolle&tion of his former impiety? The reception of 

pardon for his accumulated offences, from the gracious Savior, 

whom he had fo often reviled, fhewed him the bafenefs of 

his condu&t; and fo effectually convinced him: of his obliga, 

tions to Chrift, that his only ambition now, is to {pend and be 

{pent—to live and die in his fervice. 

It foon appeared that Vivax would ftand in need of all the 

wifdom and fortitude, which he had, in a fhort time, been 

endowed in the fchool of Chrift. The news ofhis converfion 

quickly fpread through the neighbourhood ; and with unufua} 

furprife and regret it was heard in every gay cirele that ‘ Saul 

alfo was among the Prophets.’ Returning one evening from 

a focial meeting, which had bee ‘inftitutec by a few pious 

people, for their mutual edification, Vivax met with one of 

his former companions, by the name of Contumax. This 

man once appeared to be near the kingdom of heaven, but 

having long fince apoltatized; he now appears to be defirous 

to blot out the rememberance of his former prayers, and ap- 

parent devotion, by means well calculated to anfwer this 

purpofe, and at the fame time to fear the confcience and har. 

den the heart. 

‘ Contumax having heard of his friend’s converfion, accofted 

him in thefe words: Is it poffible that this is my friend Vivax? 

Upon my honour sir, you are fo much altered fince our laft in- 

terview that I fcarcely knew you. I fear you are becoming 

melancholy. You certainly have not enjoyed your ufual por- 

tion of health, Come Sir, FE expect prefently to meet with a 

pumber of jovial fellows, who have agreed to fpend the even- 

~~ 
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ing together, if you will confent to make one of the party, 

we will endeavour to reftore you to your wonted good hue 

mour and cheerfulnefs. 

V. Ithank you Sir, for your concern for my welfare but 

mu'tbeg to be excufed. As for bodily health or cheerfulnefs, 

I never enjoyed a greater portion of either of thefe bleflings ; 

and [ fuppofe you have heard, that I have lately determined, 

to fpend my focial hours with people who are ferioufly 

difpofed. 

C. Yes Sir, I have been told but was unwilling to credit 

the information, that you had become very religious indeed, — 

quite pharifaical. Religion it feems, is your favorite topick 

in.converfation, an evening of every week is {pent with a fet 

of enthufiafts, in prayer and praife and what you call religious 

converfation: [t would grieve me to find thefe reports true. 

V. They are firictly true Sir, I am juft now on my return 

from one of thcfe meetings, in which for the purpofe of pro, 

moting our mutual edification, a few of us have agreed to 

unite in focial prayer and praife, and religious converfation ; 

And I affure you Sir, I now confider thefe exercifes, among 

the moft laudable in which we can poflibly be engaged. The 

few hours which I have devoted to the fervice of God in 

this way, I refieét on with pecular pleafure, and have only 

to regret that, fo late in life I have experienced that which 

renders life defirable. 

C. I am forry to find you fo egregioufly miftaken, Can 

any thing be more evident than thatreligion is feated in the 

heart—that it confifts in a fecret intercourfe between God 

and the foul, and confequently, that it neither can, nor ought 

to be known by any, except God and the creature that is under 

its influence. What hasthe world to do with my religion? 

V. I thould be forry sir, if an explananion of the chriftian 

religion, or a defence of any of its peculiar doctrines or pres 

‘cepts was expected trom me. I[confider myfelf a Novice in 

thele matters, and would willingly fit as a learmer at the feet of 
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the weakef of- Gods people, I catmot however, ‘difcover’ 

any thing very formidable in the objeGtions, which you have 

fated, againft my prefent practice. I am willing to agree 

with you, that religion. has its feat. in the heart——that the 

good man maintains a fecret, {piritual intercourfe with God3, 

of which the world cannot have that certain knowledge which, 

the pious man himfelf poffefles. But I deny that. a good, 

man either can or ought to conceal hisreligion from the world, 

©. Well Sir, 1 fhall be glad to hear fome of your new dis 

vinity ; but if you will take the Bible for your guide, I fuf. 

pect you will make but.a weak defence, either of your prac 

tice, or of the opinions you have now expreffed. 

V. Pray Sir, what. do you find in the Bible, fo irrecon.. 

cilable either to my fentiments or practice, 

C. It is not to one, ora few paflages I would dire&t your 

attention; but to the numerous reproofs, which were juflly 

given, by Jefus Chrift to the Pharifees ; for their long pub. 

lick prayers, their faftings and particularly for their outward, 

fhew of.religion. Were they not reprobated for thefe things, 

once and again as arrant hypocrites. Were not the moft, 

dreadful anathemas pronounced againft them? And will you 

notwithftanding allthis not only argue in favor of their pros 

cedure, but dare to immitate them in your meetings for pray. 

er and religious converfation. 

V. As you have appealed to the fcriptures as the ftandard 

by which my fentiments and practice are to be tried, I confi- 

der myfelf bound to give its full weight to every argument 

drawn from that fource ; but I fuppofe you will agree that no 

conftruétion ought to be put on any paffage of fcripture, which 

would contradiét the general ftrain of the facred volume, or 

the plain import of any other paffage. You will agree I pre. 

fume, that the fcriptures thall explain themfelves. 

C, This rule muft be admitted with regard to all writings, 

V. Well fir admitting this rule, what will you do with fuch 

paflages as thefe? * Let your light fo fhine before men that 
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of yourfelves together, For:where two or three are met to.. 

gether in my name, there am I in the midft of them. He: 

that confeffeth me before men, him will I alfo conf-fs before 

the angels of God; but he that denieth me before men thalb 

be denied before the angels of God.” To-explain thefe pal 

{ages in fuch a way as to make it appear credible, that the Aus 

thor uf chriftianity intended that his difciples fhould’ pafe 

through this world unnoticed or unknown, is.impoflible. Neo. 

| Sir, like a city ereéted.on an eminence, the good man is to 

attract the notice of every paflenger; not by an oftentatious 

difplay of his religion, nor by hypocritical pretenfions to a 

greater degree of piety than he poffeffes, but by a uniform 

courfe: of piety towards God, and charity to men. You 

certainly can not fuppofe, Sir; that the Pharifces were: 

condemned, becaufe: they prayed, nor that the length nor pubs 

licity of their prayers was the procuring caufe of the judg» 

ments denounced againft them. Jefus Chrift who condemned’ 

them, hath commanded us to ‘ pray one for another—to pray 

always with all manner of prayer.” No fir, insincerity was. 

the evil for which the Pharifees were condemned; theiravow- 

ed objeét was to pleafe God ;’ but their real'defign was to de» 

ceive men, and gratify their own pride and avarice. True 

§ religion, you have faid, is feared in the heart; their only con- 

_®@ cetn was to keep clean the outfide ofthe cup. They falted 

for ftrife, and made long prayers in the ftreets that they might 

appear to men, to be eminently pious, and thus gain aa oppor 

tunity to devour widows houfes, and’ commit other acts of 

fecret villainy, withoutfufpicion, The judgments of heaven 

were not infliMed on them for their faftings or their prayers; 

but-for their hypocrify, their pride, their avarice, and all the © 

other vile tempers which they fo carefully endeavoured to 

cover, with the cloak of religion. 

C. Your opinion of thefe deceivers is certainly correét, they 

doubtlefs were a very hypocritical, defigning fet of men; 

and EP with the world may keep a jealous eye, on the crafty 
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imitators of thefe fame hypocritical * pharifées, who’ abound 

every where, and ceafe not to impofe on the credulous mul. 

titude. 

V. It is very probable, Sir, that men are flill to be found in 

every part of the chriftian world, who are infe&ted with the 

leaven of the pharisees, and they are certainly the pefts of fo. 

ciety, wherever they exift.. But if, tobe like a pharifee, a 

man muft pray frequently, and publickly, and be conformed 

in all his deportment to the letter of the law, I fuppofe their 

imitators are not numerous amongft us. 1 apprehend that 

neither church nor flate has any occafion to dread their. craf= 

ty machinations. 

C. But you gave it as your opinion, a while ago, that a good 

man can not conceal his religion from the world; I would be 

glad to hear a defence of this doctrine. We certainly on be- 

coming religious, are not neceflarily obliged to lay our hearts 

open to the infpection of mankind. Men may .obferve our 

actions, but you agree that religion exiits inthe heart; now, 

fhould it even be admitted, that a very great alteration 1s 

effected in the heart of a finner, by what you call grace ; it 

certainly cannot turn him infide outwards. 

V. Tell me Contumax, is it not your opinion that there 

iS a very great variety among mankind, as to morals? Are 

not fome virtuous and others vicious? 

C. [certainly entertain this opinion, otherwife I could nog 

have condemned the Pharifees, ancient and modern, as I 

have juft now done without hefitation. 

V. Well fir, by what criterion do you judge when you ap- 

prove or condemn your fellowe-men? On what is your opin. 

ion founded, when you fay this is a very religious, pious 

man ; that is a hypocritical deceiver? You cannot difcern the 

heart. 

C. Undoubtedly the chara&ter of the man muft be fixed by 

his conduct. 

V. Very true. If therefore you fhould difcover a profef. 

for of religion, exhibiting in his condu@ the evidences of 

» a ty 



pride, of avarice, or of a deceitful.or malignant temper ; Tf 

prefume you would not hefitate in pronouncing him a bad man, 

whatever he might fayirefpeéting the goodnefs of his heart, or 

a fecret friendly intercourfe with. the Deity. 

C.- No fir, the tree muft be known by its fruits. 

V. Well fir, keeping this in mind, fuppofe you were afked 

for your opinion of a profeffor of religion, who for many years 

had given the moft fatisfactory evidence of his chriftian chae, 

ra¢ter ; who had been a fhiving example of piety, of patience, 

refignation, humility, juftice, temperance, charity, and of e 

very other amiable quality ? 

C. { would certainly pronounce him one of the beft of men. 

V. You conform -ftriétly to my rule in practice, whilft in 

words you condemn it. You fay the world has no bufinefs | 

with a man’s religion, becaufe religion is a bufinefs of the 

heart, to which they can have no accefs: and yet you cons 

demn without hefitation the profeffor of religion who does 

not-exhibit in his conduct unequivocal evidence of the purity 

ot his heart. In this iuftance you pafs juft fentence though by 

fo doing you contradi& the. principle on which you fet cut, . 

and acknowledge with me that a good man cannot conceal his 

religion. 

C. Well admitting that a good man cannot, entirely con« 

ceal his character, [ am neverthelefs of the opinion, that he 

ought to pafs through the world with as much fecrecy as poflible. 

V. Tam afraid Contumax, the good man would findit a 

dificult undertaking to accommodate his condutt entirely to 

your tafte; is his conduét fair and upright? He is a pharifee. 

Does he pretend to purity of heart, whilf his conduct fails to 

juftify thefe pretenfions! He is a notorious hypocrite. Your 

{cheme, like a two.edged fword, muft flay the righteous, 

wherever he might fly for fhelter. 

C. Well fir, if my fentiments are condemned as entirely ine 

correct, will you give me your opinion on this interelting fubs 

sect? 
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’V. The opinion which Uhave lately adopted is, that thére 

are two extremes which ought to be carefully avoided. One 

is an oftentatious difplay of religion; the language of which 

is stand by thyself, lam holier than thou: the other is, a neo 

gleét of the duties enjoined in the fcriptures, whenever a dif. 

charge of these duties would fix the public attention on us as 

the followers of Chrift. People who eventually fall into thefe 

different extremes, differ very much in their condué as it refi 

pects religion ; but it may ke ftrongly fufpe&ted that the pres 

dominant difpofitions of their hearts are not very diffiimilar. 

The Pharifee difplays his pride and his defire of hutnan ap< 

if plaufe, in all his prayers, his fafting, and ritual worfhip ; the man 

ia who defires to creep fecretly into heaven, fhews as clearly in 

Lj a different way, that he is more anxious to obtain the praife 

| of men, than the approbation of God. The man of true pies 

f 

ty will, with equal caution, avoid each of thefe extremes, He 

will do nothing with a view to be thought righteous by men, 

4 ’ if nor will he leave any duty undone, through fear of reproach or 

| the fiager of fcorn. 

C. But fir, we will return, if you pleafe, to your prayer 

meetings. Taking it for granted that a good man may bé 

known by his fruits, I hope you will agree that a prayer is 

no infallable evidence of true piety, fince it appears that hy- 

pocrites have rendered themfelves confpicuous by the length 

and fervancy of their prayers ; and as it would be wrong td 

pronounce a man pious becaule he prays, muft it not be e- 

, : qually rath to fufpeé&t a man’s piety becaufe he does not pray ? 

. | V. It will be readily granted that men have been, and ftill 

may be, induced by improper motives to affume a cloak of 

7 religion—-that they may fait and pray and be thought pious 

| ‘ by men, whilft their principles are an abomination to God, 

But will the infincerity and hypocricy of fume who pray, be 

thought fufficient to free others from an obligation to perform 

this duty ? The queftion is, Hath God commanded us to pray 

unto him? Ifhe has, then the man who refufes to pray is a 
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rebel : without a eiiz: of chavity; Ido not fay we may sve. 

pect the piety of fach a man, but, that the word of God con, 

demns him as a gracelefs finner. There are a thoufand things 

to which your obfervations would apply, as well, as to the du. 

ty of prayer. A bad man may feed the hungry—cloathe the 

naked—vifit the fatherlefs and widows in their aflliQions,— 

He may be juft in his dealings—peaceable in his difpofitions 

and a careful obferver of all his relative duties, and may be a 

bad man ftill ; deftitute of the love of God, and of a fincere 

defire to pleafe him, but would you therefore conclude, that 

we ought not-to fufpeé the man to be deftitute of piety who is 

unjuft, unmerciful, deftitute of charity and of natural affec. 

tion, and a neglecter of all relative duties? 

C. But you cannot fuppofe Vivax, that the Supreme Being 

is unacquainted with the wants of his creatures. Why there, 

fore will you prefume to give him information, as though he 

were ignorant? 

V. You are greatly miftaken Sir, if you fuppofe that chrif- 

tians pray on the fuppofition that God is ignorant of their 

wants: They approach him asthe Omnifcient fearcher of 

hearts, under the joint influence of his command, and kind 

Snvitation, that they may obtain the bleflings which he know, 

to be neceffary for them, in a way calculated to remind them 

of their dependance, and to difpofe them carefully to improve 

the favours bellowed. 

C. But God either intends to afford us the bleflings we de. 

fire, or he does not. If thefe bleffings are deftined for us, we 

fhall doubtlefs receive them whether we pray or not; if they 

are not intended for us, we fhall not obtain them by our en- 

treaties. God is ofone mind, and his purpofes change not. 

V. I certainly believe, Sir, that we fhall receive the favors 

which are deftined for us ; and likewife, that thefe bleffings 

will be received in the manner in which God hath determined 

to beftow them. Now, that God fhould have determined that 

oe 
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éertain favors fhould be received by his creatures, who would 

humbly bow before him, acknowledge their dependance on 

him, and afk for thefe favors as a gracious gift ; which thould 

not be received by the prayerlefs finner, mut, [ think, have 

appeared probable, without the information given in his word, 

It is certainly analogous to his dealings with mankind in other 

refpects. The hufbindman might fay, If God hath determin- 

ed that I fhall have a crop, it muft be fo, whether I cultivate 

and fow my fields or not; but that he may be thankful for the 

precious grain with which his barns are filled ;—that he may 

be difpofed to cultivate the habits of induftry, temperance and 

frugality, he is convinced by daily experience, that nu fecret 

determination of the fupreme Being—no fertilizing influence 

of the involving fun, or of the defcending rain, will fill the 

barns of the fluggard with plenty. 

C, But can you fuppofe that the Supreme Being is perpetu- 

ally altering his plan in compliance with the requetfts of his 

creatures? Orthat any new or unforefeen event can take 

place, to change his determination? I prefume you would 

fluudder at the impious fuppofition. 

V. No fuch fuppofition is neceffary on the plan for which I 

contend. If God hath affured us that if we afk for any thing 

agreeable to his will, he will hearus ; and that we fhall re- 

ceive the bleffings for which we afk: it requires no alteration 

in the divine plan to beltow thefe favours ; it was foreknown 

and intended that we fhould receive them, and that they 

fhould be beftowed in anfwer to our prayers. 

C. Well Vivax, if you muft pray, why will you not confine 

your prayers to your ownclofet? What benefit can you expect 

to derive from focial prayer, which might not be obtained, in 

an equal degree at home without expofing yourfelf to the de- 

rifion of all your refpectable friends, by aflociating with a fer. 

of praying enthufiafts? 
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VY. I would not willingly be deprived of the advantages of 

private devotion, or neglect the duties of the clofet, nor am I 

more willing to forfake the affzymblics of the faints, or liye 

deftitute of the advantages of publick worfhip, We, whom 

you are pleafed to ftig matize as enthufialts, gladly affociate as 

one family, to afk our common Father, for bleflings which we 

need in common to pray with and for each other. Our dif- 

treffes, our fears, our enemies are the fame, and we approach 

with one heart and one voice to the throne of grace that we 

may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. We 

bear one another’s burdens—fympathize with each other in 

al tion—mingle our tears together ; and our joys by being 

mutual, are redoubled. Believe me Sir, tn our litle aflembly 

we fometimes receive an antipaft of heaven. There the hana 

py throng unite, without a difcordant heart, in acts of praife 

and adoration; here we attempt, in our humble forms, to 

imitate their ftrains ; and are happy to find that the attempt 

is not made invain. They that wait on the Lord renew their 

srength, tiey mount up on wings like an eagle; they run and 

are not weary—they walk and faint not. 

C. Well, Vivax, Ido fuppofe it would be poffible to gain 

admittance into heaven (if there is fuch a place) without all 

this reading and praying, and toil. Why, my dear Sir, you ap. 

pear to have committed the greater part of the Bible to me. 

mory fisce our laft interview, notwithf{tanding the large pore 

tion of your time, which mutt have been wafted in hearing two 

or three fermons in the week, attending prayer meeetings, en- 

gaging in religious conyerfation, and in acts of private devo. 

tion. Certainly future happinefs is attainable without all this 

drudgery. 

V. A punctual performance of religious duties, would 

doudtiefs prove an irkfome tafk, to an irregenerate finner, 

He has no relith for this employment. But let his heart be 

changed by divine g: ace—let him feel the conflraining influ. 
ae 

able talk to read the fcriptures, to pray to God, or to praife 

“ence of the love of Chrift; and it will be no longer a dilagree= . 

ae Ee ta 
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him. No? the ways of wifdom are pleafant to the renewed 

foul, and allher paths are peace. 

C. it may be as you fay Vivax. But what objeftions can 

you have, to unbend your mind occafionally with a little in- 

nocent mirth, or harmlefs amufement? Come Sir, there is 

no religion in being mopifh. ‘Would you confent once more 

to refume your feat in our club, Iam perfuaded you would 

return to your devotional exercifes, with much more life 

and energy. 3 

V. What you denominate znnocent mirth or harmless amuse. 

ments, to me may not appear equally inoffenfive. If your en. 

tertainments are of the fame kind now as formerly ; if they 

are erjoyed at the expenfe ofthe reputation of other people, 

or of a man’s own fortune, health, reputation, or religion , 

they muft not be called innocent. Ifthe mirth of your club, 

is excited now, as it was formerly ; by that which calls for lae 

mentation and weeping ; by the fcurrilous remarks of harden. 

ed infidels refpe€ling certain portions of the facred writings ; 

or by the imperfe¢ticns, real or pretended, of fome who bear 

the chriflian name; I affure you Sir, | would make an awk. 

ard figure in your aflembly. A participation of thefe plea. . 

fures would not invigorate me for the duties of the church or 

clofet. Ah! no, I have not yet forgotten the wormwood and 

the gull. But, as [have ftated fome of the advantages which 

refuit from the exercifes of focial worfhip, in which we en. 

gage in our weekly meetings; will you be fo obliging as to 

contralt with thefe, fome of the advantages expeéted from 

your focial meetings. Come Sir, I would be glad to com* 

pare notes with you. Convince me, that by forfaking the af 

femblies of the faints, and affociating with the members of 

your club, or of any other, I can obtain biecflings fuperior to 

chofe I have flated, and £ will confent to accompany you this 

€vening, and never fail hereafter to make one of your party. 

C. Itis not neceflary to inform you Vivas, of the beneficial 

ee Oe Sey 
Facets OF OUF Insitution, as you have fo often been an eye" 
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witaefs of them. How often have you feen the members af- 

femble. with downcaft eyes and gloomy countenances, like a 

pack of infolvent debtors? And have you not as often been 

farprifed and delighted at the fudden change? On their arri- 

val at the place of rendezvous, how quickly their countenane 

ces brighten—their foreheads are fmoothed—their eyes fpar- 

kle, and before a feparation takes place, all are as happy as 

kings. TThere.the wife man, and the fool, the honeft man, 

and the knave, are equally welcome. There is found a foves 

reign antidote againft every anxious care ; a fhort and ealy 

method to fhake offthe fears of death and judgment: the 

remedy has fucceeded ina hundred cafes where preaching 

and praying have proved ineffeCtual. Who ever faw 2 meme 

ber of our fociety take leave of his companions with a heavy 

heart? In fhort, Sir, I have made up my mind—you hav, 

talked of religion and quoted fcripture until I feel chilled to 

the heart. I cannot relifh your enjoyments and therefore 

wifh not to partake of them. Were I even perfuaded, that 

important advantages would refult from devotional exercifes, 

I cannot, will not pray. ; 

As Contumax uttered thefe words a dreadful peal of thuns 

der iffued from an angry cloud which had colleGted unobfervs 

ed, white they were engaged in converfation, and now threat. 

ened to burft upon them. ‘They foon defpaired of reaching 

any place of refuge, the rain defcended in torrents—the earth 

feemed to tremble to its centre, and the fturdy oaks in every 

direGion were {mote by the lightning and fhivered into {plin- 

ters. Contumax turned pale; fora time he endeavoured to 

conceal his terrors and to follow Vivax withafirmftep He 

at length fell proftrate on the earth, as if touched by the hand 

which arrefted Saul of Tarfus, and exclaimed, “* Lord have 

mercy—have mercy on me, a miserable sinner : Pray for me— 

O pray for meé, Vivax,”” 

tumult of his foul, by earnelt cr ies for mercy, and by pitious 

r 
Thus he continued to manifeft the 

lamentatio stil the viclence of the ‘adel Boa. The 
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wind at length fprung up from the weft and a bright rainbow 

formed by the beams of the fetting fun announced fair wea- 

ther, and put an end to the fears and prayers of Contumax, 

After entreating Vivax with the moft earneft importunity not 

to publifh his weaknefs, and at any rate, not to inform any of 

his companions that he had prayed ; thev feparated, and Vi- 

vax clofed the bufinefs of the day in his clofet, but Contumax, 

anxious to obtain relicf from fome unwelcome fenfations, 

which had been excited by the converfation and the ftorm, 

made hafte to join his companions, and by the potent influe 

ence of a flowing bowl obtained the relief defired. The Club 

rofe at alate hour, Contumax, for certain reafons, was left 

by his comrades. He awoke the next day in a remote partof 

the town, flriped of his coat, his hat, his money and watch: 

nothing was left to comfort him unlefs it was the reflection, 

that he had not fpent the preceeding night at a prayer meet- 
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True Riches, No. ll. 

LysanpeR is a gentleman of figure and fafhion. It wag 

the aim of his pious mother to bring him up in the nurture 

and admonition of the Lord, in the knowledge and practice 

of genuine religion. Her early inflructions have never whol. 

ly loft their effeét on the morals of Lyfander: but they were 

sn the main defeated by the licentious opinions and corrupte 

ing example of his father, who feemed to imagine himfelf 

created for no other purpofe than to amafs money and to 

gratify his appetites. Lyfander was fent early to college 

but inflead of impreving his mind, he fpent his time in idle. 

nefs and diffipation. Furnmifhed by his imprudent parent with 

large and frequent fupplhes of money, he rapidiy acquired 
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habits of exnenfive amufement and Vicious indulgence- ‘he 
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tered his vanity, and accelerated the progrefs of his depravi- 

ty. About the age of fevehteen he loft his father. This 

event made little impreffiun on the mina of Lyfander, except 

as itrendered him the affured heir of a large fortuac. His 

mother continued earneftly to admonifh and advife him, but 

to no efic&. He left college foon after the death of his father, 

without the acquifition of ufeful knowledge, or a talte for 

manly purfuits. Under pretence of travelling for improve. 

ment, he fpent fome years in a fucceflion of vitiating compa. 

ny and amufements; where, though he efcaped the more grofs 

and deftructive crimes of fome of his intimates, his habits of 

prodigal expence were ftrengthened, and his fentiments of re- 

ligion and true dignity of character almof entirely deflroyed. 

When Lyfarder came to the pffzffion of his eftate he married 

a lacy whofe mind and manners were the exict counterpart of 

hisown. Under a glittering difplay of youthful beauty and fa. 

perficial accomplifhments, fhe could not conceal from difcerns 

ing eyes an underftanding deftitute of cultivation, a heart fil- 

led with pride and irreligion, fubje¢ted to irregular paffions, | 

and devoted to frivolous extravagant and dangerous pleafures. 

Woman was made to be the rational companion and friend of « 

man, to refine his fentiments and manners by her delicacy, to 

check his wanderings by her gentle counfels, to double hig 

joys by participation, to foothe his cares and dimininifh his 

forrows with the tender fympathy oflove; and, ina word, to 

advance with him, affifted and affifting, throug this world of 

trial and imperfection to everlalting felicity. But the wife 

of Lyfander was the reverf: of allthis. She was ignorant, 

earelefs, vain, paffionate, and felfifh; fond of company and 

profufion, a ftranger to the important duties and the {weet fa 

tisfactions of well regulated domettick life. 

Wich fuch a partner Lyfander fettled as the head of a fami. 

ly. Religion made no part either of his bufinefs or his hap. 

pinefs; though its awful truths now and then occurred to 

ee a ween 
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torment his confcience and throw a temporary ploom over hi 

fchemes of pleafure. Nor did he feek or underfland the de 

light of giving bread to the hungry, cloathing to the naked 

and confolation to the broken in heart; though he never faile 

to contribute largely to publick charities, as this afforded gra: 

tification to his vanity, and furnifhed him with a pretext for 

neglecting the more laborious and condefcending offices of 

private benevolence. In his domeftick arrangements the mogig Dt 

unbounded luxury and {pledour were exhibited. His houfe, th 

his gardens; his equipage, and his table were in the moft® 2! 

brilliant flyle of expenfive fafhion. He even bought a large 8 

library and a vatt colletion of coftly paintings, purely for fa-B 4h 

fhions fake, as he did not poffefs the fmalleft tafte for the one t 

or the other. And after all, nothing could preferve him from § 1 

languor and low fpirits but an inceffant round of idle vifits, the B 1 

adulation of interefted flatterers, and the active buftle of his 1 

ambition to outdo all his neighbours in fafhionable parade and 

grandeur. Whatever happinefs fuch a mind could enjoy in | 

fuch a mode of living Lyfander did enjoy; and to many he 

was an object ofenvy. Were they wife who envied him? 

[but large as his poffeflions were, they could not very long 

admit of fuch lavifh expenditure. Awakened fomewhat fud. 

denly from the enchantment of luxurious gaiety by the de. 

mands of numerous creditors, and the {neers of thofe pretend- 

ed friends who had flattered his vanity and contributed to 

walte his eftate, he found himfelf on the brink of ruin and 

threatened with all the miferies of a prifon. From the part- 

ner of his folly he received no confolation. Indeed their mu- 

tual reproaches increafed the diftrefs which both were confci, 

ous they deferved to fuffer. 

W hat was now to be done? The habits of domeftick luxury 

were too deeply fixed inthe heart of Lyfander to be eradica- 

ted. Deflitute of arelith for cheap and fimple pleafures, he 

could not think of any confiderable retrenchments in his ex. 

penfive mode of living. But his circumflances were prefiiag. 
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He faw but one way to efcape the impending {torm, and this 

he refolved to purfue. He engaged in a very extenfive and 

laporious line of bufinefs by which he hoped in fome years to 

yetrieve his fortune. In this occupation he difcovered talents 

which had they been early and properly applied, might have 

rendered him ufeful, honourable, and happy. In the courfe 

of afew years Lyfander became free from his embarraffments $ 

but they were years of toil and anxiety inexpreffible. No. 

thing but the mofl unremitting diligence, at once increafed 

and embittered by the frequent threats of his creditors, could 

give him the profpeét of attaining his end. During this time 

he acquired a new fet of habits, though without laying afide 

thofe which characterized him before. He became penurious 

in his dealings, rigorous and cruel to his dependants, unfeel- 

ing to the poor, and marked in all his conduét by thofe max~ 

ims of extortion and fraud which are too common in the world 

to be much fpoken of or generally cenfured, though highly 

odious to a pious and benevolent mind. In fhort, he has uni* 

ted in himfelf two difpofitions which, however incompatible 

firt they may appear, do in fact frequently concur; I mean 

thofe of avarice and profufion. 

Such is now the character of Lyfander. Though his for 

tune is again become affluent, he continues the toil of buf. 

nefs with anxious days and often fleeplefs nights- ‘his pain. 

ful way of life is partly the eflect of habit; and partly alfo of 

neceffity, as he cannot think of laying afide any of thofe ex, 

penfive though infipid indulgences which have fo long de~ 

ftroyed his peace; He is at once a mifer and a prodigal, 

His wealth gives him, of courfe, influence in his neighbour, 

hood ; but it is not that kind of influence which makes its pof. 

{efor happy. Indeed it is fufficiently evident to an obfervant 

eye that he is far from contentment and tranquility. To the 

poor he is an obje&t of dread and of reproach. His friendg 

are-merely nominal, and renounce him as foon as intereft pers 

“mits them to throw off the mak. He knows that his acquain> 

Uu 
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tances and vifitants, whofe fociety however he cannot per: 

fuade himfelf to forego, entertain for him no cordial efteem, 

And indeed there are moments of refleSion when he feels 

that he cannot efleem himfelf, and that all the world canno¢ 

afford genuine happinefs without an approving confcience and 

a {miling God. 

Some time ago Lyfander heard a fermon from which I hos 

ped he would derive important benefit. The text was, 

‘ How hardly fhall they that have riches enter into the king- 

dom of God!” The fubjeét arrefted his attention; and 

while the preacher touched on the toil of acquiring riches 

and their infufficiency to happinefs, and enlarged very im. 

preflively on the dangers to which they expofe the foul, I ob- 

ferved the face of Lyfander covered alternately with regret, 

remorfe, and terrour. As we left the place he told me, with 

tears in his eyes, that he felt the truth of all the preacher had 

faid; but that he was fo involved in worldly bufinefs, and fo 

habituated to the pleafures of wealth, that he feared he fhould 

never enter into the kingdom of God. Indeed his ferious ime 

prefions were very tranfient. His pernicious habits are evi. 

dently gaining ftrength every day; and his fenfibility to the 

great truths and chjc¢ts of religion has already approached 

very near to utter extinction, 

Reader, cuntemplate this character ferioufly. Confider: 

how poor is the prefent happinefs and how dreadful the future 

dvom of the man who layeth up treafure for himfelf, and is 

notrich towards God. NHemember that they who will at all 

events be rich fall into temptation and a fnare, and into mae 

pv foolifh and hurtfullufls, which drown men in deftruétion 

and perdition., 

The charadter of my other neighbour, to be given in the 

next number, will illufirate in a more full and pleafing manne; 

what 1 mean by true riches. 

ASPASIO.. 
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FOR THF VIRGINIA RELIGIOUS MAGAZINE. 

True Riches, No. JI. 

Evupxron was the child of pious parents. His father was a 

worthy and ufeful minifter of the gofpel; whofe name is ftill 

precious to many in this vicinity, though itis long fince he 

went to receive the reward of his labours. As he lived in 

humble circumflances, he had no fortunes to leave to his 

children. But he carefully trained them up in the fear 

of God, and in kindnefs to their fellow-creatures. He early 

gad deeply impreffed it on their minds that they were to 

make their way in the werld by the blefling of God upon their 

honeft induftry ; and habituated them to labour, temperance, 

and fimple pleafures. Their education was plain but folid, 

and extended very little beyond a good acquaintance with 

their native language, and fome of its beft writers in religion, 

hiftory, and polite literature, 

Thus prepared, Euphion at a proper age fet out in the 

world for himfelf. His opennefs of difpofition ard agreeable 

manners induced many to feek his acquaintance ; but he ade 

mitted none to his intimacy and friendihip until he had rea- 

fon to be fatisfied that they were the children of God, the 

faithtul difciples of the Lord Jefus Chrift. Thefe he ac. 

counted the excellent of the earth. Their converfation and 

example ftrengthened his virtuous refolutions, and armed him 

more and more againft the fedutions of finful pleafure, and 

the fufhions of a world at enmity with God. In the meaa 

while he betook himfelf to labour for a livelimood ; and fiance 

his obfervation of human life has become more enlarged [ 

have often heard him blefs God that his circumitances did 

not permit him to be idle, as he was thus kept out of the way 

of many a dangerous temptation. He fet out with the prin. 

ciple that religion, pure and undefiled, was to be the primary 

bufinefs of his life. He confidered it the great object of his 

-ereation to glorify God, to do good to mankind, and to pre. 

pare himfi lt by the grace of God in Chrift Jefus for a better 



Se 

eS — 

ar ny 

540 

world. Feeling himfelf a ftranger and a pilgrim in this trans 

fatory ftate, he fet his beft affeétion on things above ; efteem. 

ing whatever earthly pleaiures he might enjoy only as re. 

frefhments and accomodations of his journey to his heavenly 

home. 

Euphron foon found a painful vacancy in his heart, to be 

filled only by a gentle partner of that fex without which the 

felicity of paradife itfelf had been incomplete. Every man of 

prudence feeks for good fenfe and kind difpofitions in the 

partner of his bofom ; and fome believe riches to be an equal. 

iy effential requifite. Euphron knew how to value the forme 

er; nor did he difpife the latter. But he refolved that no 

confideration fhould induce him to marry a woman deftitute 

of piety. He befought God to direét him in this important 

affair ; and his prayers were anfwered. He was blefled with 

a companion, not wealthy indeed, nor fplendidly beautiful in 

perfon, but endowed with every amiable difpofition, of an 

underftanding and education fuited to his own, poffeffing 

much of the heavenly mind which was in Chrift Jefus. Hap. 

py pair! Though induftry and economy were to be the 20-8 

verning principles of their humble eftablifhment, they were 

confcioufly rich in minds adapted to their fituation, in the love 

of each other, and in the favour of God their heavenly Fa- 

ther. 

The dwelling of Euphron was characterized by a neat fim- 

plicity. Every article of its furniture was ufeful ; nothing 

was calculated to dazzle the eye only. His little farm, cul, 

tivated with his own hands, produced him the neceflaries and 

a few of the conveniences of life; and cheerfulnefs and con. 

tentment reigned around his fire-fide. It was a houfe of pray- 

er, and the bleffing of God refted upon it. He was able alfo 

by degrees to procure a fmall but well chofen library. He 

read the beft poets and hiftorians in our language with much 

pleafure. But the knowledge of the holy fcriptures was the 

principal obje&t of his reading and meditation, Dr. Dod- 
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dridge was his favourite author ; and perhaps, as often hap. 

pens, his attachment to his favourite was a little exceffive. I 

have heard him fay that no expofitor fo generally afforded him 

light and fatisfaction on the fcriptures as the pious, judicious 

and candid Dr. Doddridge ; and that were he to be deprived 

of all books in the world but two, Doddridge’s rife and pro» 

grefs of religion in the foul fhould be the fecund of thofe two, 

Indeed he has read this excellent work fu often that he has 

moft ofits matter fixed in his memory. I have met with few 

perfons of more interefting converfation on the do@rines 

anc duties of the gofpel. They are the delight of his heart, 

the fubject of his daily fludy. I ventured once to exprefs my 

furprife that amidft the calls of daily labour for the fupport of 

his family he could find fo much time for reading. He af. 

fured me that the whole fecret confifted in his early tafte for 

reading and thirft for ufeful knowledge. Every man, faid 

Euphron, has fome leifure from the toils of life, which he 

may employ, if he choofes, in the purfuit of knowledge. In. 

deed it behoves us all indifpenfably to make fume Jeifure fo" 

obtaining a competent knowledge of the gofpel of our fulva- 

tion, and of the duties we are required to perform. But be. 

fides this fenfe of duty, [I can no more live without food for 

my mind than without food for my body. And as I am ala 

ways on the watch for leifure to read, { find many an hour for 

the purpofe which I fhould otherwife wafte in needlefs fleep, 

idle converfation, or fome other way equally frivolous. I 

5 

for reading, not even the Bible. Yet I fee the fame perfong/ 

often laying out money for mere fuperfluities of drefs and o 

furniture, and wafling many an hour in a manner worfe tha 

idle. Alas, they do not know the value of thefe imple ple 

fures, fo eafily acquired and fo innocently enjoyed. TI 

re tendernefpt are not aware that, next to religion and t 

tentment as the pleafures of the underflanding and the f¥cy- 

have often with pain heard fome of my neighbours aflert tha, | 

they could fpare no money for the purchafe of books, nor time | 
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But there is fcarcely any earthly pleafure which Euphron 

relifhes fo highly as that of adminiftering to the wants of the 

needy, and wiping the tear from the eye of forrow. I remem- 

ber to have feen a very lively indignation difplayed in his 

countenance on hearing a gentleman affert that fince the laws 

had made provifion for the poor, he faw no occafion left for 

the exercife of private charity. Euphron’s ideas on this fub, 

jet are very different. He is pleaf-d with publick charities 

and legal provifions for the needy and the helplefs; and af- 

cribes them confidently to the fpirit and influence of Chrifti- 

anity. But he loves fill more to difpenfe that unoftentatious 

beneficience for whcih no human laws can provide ; to relieve 

thofe who fuffer in filence, through a laudable reluctance to 

become a burden to the public ; to alleviate by fympathy, cons 

folation, and counfel, thofe diftreffes which are beyond 

the power of pecuniary relief ; to maintain the rights of the 

widow and the orphan; to foothe the pains of ficknefs and to 

foften the bed of death with the precious promiles of the gof. 

pel. He is accounted a father to the poor and to the children 

of «ffliion in his neighbourhood. He feels a facred pleafure 

jn going to the houfe of mourning, where his appearance is 

always hailed with gladnefs and gratitude. He finds his hap. 

pinefs in the happinefs of others ; and values the prayers and 

the blefhings of thofe whom God enables him to relieve more 

than treafures of gold and filver. Indeed it is his conftant max. 

im that thofe only underftand the true vaiue of money and ta. 

Jents of every kind who employ them in promoting the glory 

of God and the welfare of his creatures. 

Much of Euphron’s time and attention is taken up in the 

education of two or three fine children, whom he numbers a. 

mor git the greateft bleflings God has given him. | He feels no 

pain at the profpe of their entering the world with as hutle 

fortune as he did himfelf; but is only fulicitous to give them 

n education fimilar to his own, of which ke confiders the re- 

lijous and moral part far the moft important. He obferves 
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that the moft ufeful, refpeftable and happy men are generally 

thofe who arife in the middle clafs of fociety ; whofe {uccefs 

in life is to depend upon their own charafters and exertions, 

and who have tafte enough to add fomething of the pleafures 

of literature to the more effential peace and comfort which 

the gofpel affords to the pious and upright. L have feldom . 

feen a more interefling {pedtacle than that of Fuphron inflrudt. 

ing his children ; teaching them the fear of God and the faith 

of Jefus Chrift, defcribing the ferenity of regulated defires 

and a good confcience, pointing to the rich and eternal in, 

heritance referved in heaven for thofe who by patient conti. 

nuance in well doing feek for glory and honour and immor- 

tality, and filently but powerfully enforcing all his precepts 

by his own eng:ging and venerable example. 

The reader will not fuppofe that Euphron is or ever will be 

very rich in the common acceptation of the word. Indeed his 

eftate has advanced kut flowly. He once refufed to eDgage in 

a very lucrative bufnefs which was offered him, becaufe it 

would leave him no time for reading and his beloved cffices 

of charity ; but efpecially becaufe he faw it would expofe him 

to numerous and dangerous temptations, He could not com- 

prehend the confiltency (canft thou, reader!) of praying not 

to be led into temptation, and yet going deeply into it with 

one’s eyes open for the fake of amaffing ufelefs wealth. His 

uprightnefs im all his dealings and ftrict punctuality, in the pers 

formance of his promifes have gained hima high chara¢ter a- 

montt hisneighbours. Some of them, however, cannot un- 

deritand why he fo often neglects to get the beft end of a bars 

ain, as they call it, when he has itin his power. And thofe 
& 

who make ita praclice to gather money by whatever means 

they can, fo as to efcape the arm of the civil laws, and jults_ 

fy it as being the way of the world, fometimes {mile at the 

{crupulous integrity and precifenefs of Euphron, and wifper 

their pretended fufpicions that he cannot be quite right in his 

waderftanding. Ihave heard him fay, howeyer, that by the 
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the bleffing of God on his early education he fet out in life 

with a rooted abhorrence of every thing fraudulent and dif. 

honeft ; and that by long habit of doing to others as he would 

have them do to him it has become fo natural to him that he 

hardly knows what it is to feel a temptation to do otherwife, 

He once obferved to me that he could pity the man who fing 

through temptations of great and immediate pleafure ; byt 

could fcarcely mingle pity with his indignation againft him 

who coolly and fyftematically fells his confcience and his foul 

for heaps of fuperfluous gold. 

I lately paid a vifit of condolence to a friend, who had fuf., 

fered what we calla great misfortune. He had become fure. 

ty, for a confiderable amount, for a man whom he believed to 

be honeft, but who became a bankrupt by negleing his bufi. 

nefs, and plunging into the deftructive vices of gaming and 

drunkennefs. Much of the property of Euphron had been 

taken from him to fatisfy this heavy demand, without any 

ground of expeCtation that he fhould ever he requited for the 

lofs and inconvenience his benevolence had brought upon him, 

I found him feated amidft his family at the door of his dwel« 

ling, his face enlivened with its ufual cheerfulnefs, and a vo- 

lume of his beloved Doddridge in his hand. On mention. 

ing the purpofe of my vifit, I expre fed fome furprife at fee. 

ing his unaltered tranquility. I fhall not foon forget his re. 

I thank you, my dear friend, faid he, for your kind fym. 
ply. 

| 2 

pathy : but indeed | do not fland much in need of your con. 

dolence. As [have never greatly fet my heart on worldly 

-oods, I am by no means overwhelmed with grief at lofing 

them. I fuppofe that my heavenly Father faw that I had ac” 

quired a dangerous quantity of wealth, and has in mercy take 

en moftotitaway. It might have been a fnare to my foul; 

and I might not have made fuch an ufe of it as to be able to 

give a good account of my flewardihip. Inthe meantime [ 

have flill ftrength to cultivate my little farm, and it will pros 

duce bread for me and mines My books aifo are moftly left 
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tome; nor has my misfortune deprived me of one of thofe 

friends who were dearto my heart. But above all, I enjoy 

the {miles of my God and am enabled to trutt in his pro nifes, 

He will caufe this and all other difpenfations of his providence 

to work together for my good. Through my earthly pilgri- 

mage he will guide me with his counfel, and afterwards re-~ 

ceive me to glory. Yes, blefled be my God and Savieur, [ 

know that thefe light afflictions which are but for a moment {hall 

work out for me a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 

glory. Here my friend was ftopped by {trong emotions and 

burfting tears; but they were tears of joy and emotions of 

Chriftian triumph. Had I not in fome meafure participated, 

I fhould probably have envied his feelings. He feemed to be 

already on the borders of heaven. 

And now, patient reader, I w. | detain thee but a momer¢ 

longer. Which doft thou think to be the richer and the happier 

man, Lyfander or Euphron? Which of the two wouldf thou 

rather be? If thou haft a fon, which of thefe men dolt thou 

with. him to imitate and to refemble ? Confult thy reafon ; con- 

fult thy confcience : make a fair decifion, and aét accordingly. 

ASPASIO. 

IL IL—IE—L I BLD LL : 

FOR THE VIRGINIA RELIGIOUS MAGAZINE. | 

ee 

A series of letters on the tendency of religion to promote 

the happiness of mankind in the present world, } 

Sir, | 

You are pleafed to fay, “ you do not know how my argu. | 

ments in proof of the happy tendency ofa pious life can be ; 

anfwered; but that you are waiting with no little intereit to F 

fee how I fhall remove the difficulties which ftand in my way.” | 

This I will now endeavour to do ; and am glad you have pres 

{ented them ready to my hand in their full magnitude. 

Vv 

PHILANDER To Potitus, LeTTeR vi. / 

=o te - x . 2" USPS REE Gren =e 
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You afkin the firft place, ** Whether the life of a Chriftian 

js not reprefented in the gofpel as a conftant courfe of felf-de. 

Bial and mortification; in which we are to take up our crofs, 

to crucify the flefh with its affections and lufts; yeato become 

crucified and dead tothe word, and the world to us? And 

how is this confiftent with the reprefentations which have 

been made of the Chriflian’s peace and felicity?” I anfwer, 

this is indeed the language and the genius of Chriftianity ; 

and I would to God that profefling Chriftians were more ge- 

nerally impreffed with this truth than they are. The gofpel 

however, when rightly underftood, does not enjoin thofe ri- 

gorous penances and gloomy aufterities which have frequent- 

ly thrown a forbidding cloud over its lovely countenance: 

The God of love takes no delight fimply in the fufferings of 

any of his creatures, much lefs of his dear children. But [| 

will not infift farther on this partial anfwer to the difficulty, 

as needlefs aufterity is far from being the prevailing errour of 

of Chriftians in the prefent day. Itis to be confidered that 

the wery nature of piety is to make us diflike, yea abhor every 

forbidden purfuit, every guilty gratification of our appetites 

and pafions: fo that the confli€t to which the gofpel calls us 

appears much more dreadful to the carnal mind than it really 

is to the regenerated foul, animated by the love of God and 

the faith of Jefus Chrift. Such a foul glories in being cruci- 

fied to the world by the crofs of Chrift. He 1s heartily afha. 

med of thofe evil courfes which were once his delight, and 

Jooks upon all the pleafures of fin with a generous difdain. 

Ife taftes a more exquifite pleafure in obtaining the victory 

over his own corruptions than the ambitious man in the con. 

queft of nations— Under the influence cf almighty grace his 

habits of picty and virtue are continually acquiring frefh ac- 

cefions of ftrength and the toil of felf-denial of his Chriftian 

courfe become more and more eafy every day. While a 

giddy world wonders that he runs not with them to the fame 

excefs of riot, he pities their follv; fees the amazing facrifi- 

ces, temporal as well as eternal, which they make.in the pur- 
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fuit of miftaken happinefs; and bleffes God that whereas he 

was formerly blinded by the fame infatuation, he has now 

found a fource of pure and fatisfying joy in communion with 

God, and with his people the excellent of the ecarth—I wilh 

not to multiply uaneceflary words. I acknowledge that, thro’ 

the-remaining imperfedtions of the beft of men, the Chriftiaa 

race, the heavenly warfare, is frequently arduous and pain- 

ful; { will only farther requeft you ferioufly to re-confider the 

the views and comparifons I have prefented to you at large in 

my former letters.—They will be fufficient, I think, to con. 

vince you that this difficulty, with all its formidabie appear- 

ance, does not overthrow the pofition I have undertaken to 

defend. 

But ‘ does not the Apoftle Paul fay, if in this life only we 

have hope in Chrift, we are of all men the moft miferable ?” 

He coes fay fo ; and his words have often been quoted with 

the fame view that you quote them now. But I am perfuade 

ed they have been much mifunderflood, from want of atten. 

tion tothe context. Be pleafed to turn to the peflage: itis 

in I. Cor. 15. The Apoftle is difcourfing of the refurreOion 

of the dead, which fome amongft the Corinthians had denied. 

Thus he argues ; if there be no refurrection of the dead, then 

Chrift is not rifen. And if Chrift be notrifen, then is our 

preaching vain, and your faith is alfo vain; yea, and we are 

found falfe witneffes of God: becaufe we have teltified of God 

that he raifed up Chrift, After afolemn repetition of thefe 

dreadful confequences, he concludes with the affertion in 

queflion ; the evident purport of which is this: ** we Apollles 

have forfaken and facrified our eafe, our fortunes, our repus 

tation, all that was valuable to us in the world, and even life 

itfelf, for the fake of our teflimony to the refurreétion of 

Chrift. If he be not raifed, we have fuljeCted ourfelves to 

all thefe fufferings for the purpofe of propagating an impious 

Impofture of which we are confcious, and for which we are 

provoking 2 righteous God to punifh us forever in the world 

to come. So that witha conicicuce accufing us of the hicgheit 
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wickednefs we are madly cafling away all happinefs prefent 

and future, and mutt be ofall men the moft miferable.”»—-This 

appears to me the plain account of the paflage under confide« 

tation. And it would be no wonder if men engaged in fuch 

a caufe, at fuch an expence of every thing dear to the human 

heart, and with fuch a confcioufnefs and fearful profpedts, 

fhould feel the mfelves of all men the moft perfeétly miferable. 

By the way I cannot help remarking the glaring and abfolute 

impoffibility of accounting for the conduct of thefe witneffes 

on any other principle than that they teftified what they knew 

to be true ; and i have no doubt this was the very object of 

the Apoltic’s making the affertion. And now you readily per- 

ceive that all this has nothing co do with the happy tendency 

of piety, which confifls in difpofitions the very contrary to all 

infincerity and impoflure. But whether you will admit my 

ihterpretation of this teXt or not, you will remember that I 

have not maintained the fupreme happinefs of fuch a piety as 

is without the hope of a biefied immortality in the perfect en- 

joyment of God. This very hope, given to the humble bes 

jiever through the Lord Jefus Chrift, is one of the moft pre- 

cious ingredients of his happinefs here below. It is in fome 

meafure, an anticipation of heavenly glory ; and as an anchor 

to the foul, fure and fic dfaft, bears him up under all his trials, 

and animates him with divine energy to ali the arduous la- 

bours of the Chriftian life. In every point of view, there. 

fore, the objection is eafily removed. 

You afk me next, ‘ how I can reconcile to my doétrine the 

varicus perfecutions which the gofpel teaches Chriftians to ex- 

pect ; and c{pecially the cafe o1 martyrdom for religion, which 

has fiequenuy taken place, and which may again take place 

for ouyit we can forefee?” Here let me anf{wer the difficulty 

concerning martyrdom firft, 1 hough many have glorioufly laid 

own their lives in tortures for the lake oi Chmit and a good 

— | 

confc.ence ; yet, comparatively fpeaking, but few Chrifians 

have been called to this higheft trial of their faith and patiences 
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Martyrs for the gofpel bave hitherto, on the whole, om 

ly formed an exception to a general rule. It muft alfo be 

remembered that (if I may be allowed to ufe the term in 

fuch a connexion,) fin has its martyrss too, and as many at 

leaft as religion. Confider for a moment what valt numbers 

ofthe children of men are brought to untimely and often ex. 

cruciating ends by drunkennefs, by lewdnefs, by the thirft of 

revenge, by a regard to falfe honours, and other deftrudtive 

vices! Farther; Chriftians have the promife of God that as 

the day of their trial is, fo fall their flrength be: and they 

have found it made good to them in the moft trying timese 

Chriftian martyrs have generally gone to tortures and death 

not merely with firmnefs, but with a certain facred cheerful- 

nefs, of which, as we are not called tothe fame proof of our 

attachment to our Saviour, we can probably form no adequate 

conception. This wonderful trait in the glorious fufferings 

of the early martyrs of Chriftianity, the great Mr. Addifon 

confidered as neceffarily to be accounted for by a miraculous 

interpofition from Heaven for their fupport ; and urged it 

ftrongly as a direA and decifive proof of the truth of the gof- 

pel. Who can tell how far the fenfe of pain may be overborne 

to the holy fufferer, when, like the bleffed Stephen, he beholds 

heaven opened, and Jefus Chrift fianding ready to receive 

him, at the right hand of God? But perhaps the fafeft an- 

{wer to the difficulty concerning martyrdom ts that which I 

have hinted at already, that it is only a particular and occae 

fional exception to a general fact ; and therefore has not force 

to difprove the doélrine [ have advocated. In our highly-fa. 

‘voured country where we enjoy the mofl perfect liberty of 

confcience, accountable to God alone, it is evident there re. 

mains no place for this objection to a life of Chriftian piety. 

As to the other part of what you have fated under this head, 

itistrue thatthe children of God are always to calculate on 

degree or other from an ungodiy world. [t is the declaration 

of our Mafter, inthe world ye fhall have tribulation; and 
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the prophecy has never failed of it accomplifhment that who- 

foever will live godly in Chrift Jefus fhall fuffer perfecution; 

It is a part of that courfe of trial and warfare allotted to the 

faints in this world, who are, after the example of their Re- 

deemer, to be made perfe& through fufferings. But if this 

be confidered an objection to my doétrine, I cannot but think 

it will be eafily anfwered by the various confiderations ad- 

vanced in my former letters, to which I beg leave to refer you, 

ifit be neceflary to yuur fatifaétion. I only add that the 

gofpel requires no man to feek and court perfecution, asfome 

have ignorantly and abfurdly done ; and that when Chriftians 

meet with itin the way of their duty, thev do in faé& find them. 

felves fweetly comforted in all their tribulation, and as the fuf- 

ferings of Chrift abound in them, fo their confoiation by 

Chrift does alfo ftill more abound. 

Finally, you afk me, ‘* whether it be not a feé& that Chrifs 

tians are generally an unfocial melancholy clafs ‘of people, 

deflitute of a tafle for all the elegant and exquifite pleafures 

of life!’ I acknowledge there have been, and there are at 

this day, fome miflaken Chriftians whu think it their duty to 

make piety wear this gloomy and terrifying appearence. [I 

am forry forit. But the faétis not generally fo. Alas, we too 

commonly err as | faid before in the other extreme of idle le. 

vity and criminal contormity to the wo:ld. However, I beg 

you not to be mifled by hafty and partial obfervation, but to 

look attentively on the behavicur of the bedy of intelligent 

and fober Chriftians, and to confider the reafon of the thing. 

Chriftians are often deemed unfocial becaufe they dare not 

follow the multitude to do evil, but feel it their indifpenfi- 

ble duty to come cut from amongft the wicked, and be tepar- 

ate in their maxims, their purfuits and their erjoyments. 

But atruly pious man cannot be deftitute of focial principles, 

‘She very effence of the gofpel is that {pirit of fervent and 

generous love which unites the children of God in indiffulu- 

2 ‘ 17 1 : 
ble bondsto him and to each cther. We naturally love to ” 
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affociate with thofe whofe fentiments and condutét are like our 

own. And true Chriftians are to each other the deareft and 

moft valuable fociety in the world. Behold, faid the anci. 

ent Heathen, how thefe Chriftians love one another! And 

they are willing to pleafe all men for their good to edification ; 

and to affociate with the world when duty.calls, and when 

they can do it with fafety to their religious manners and in- 

terefts. Chriftians are fuppofed to be characteriftically me. 

lancholy, becaufe they diflike the frivolous and dangerous le, 

vity of a world forgetful of God and immerfed in wickednefss 

Religion teaches her votary a dignified cheerfulnefs, a holy 

ferenity of foul, which though it make lefs noife and fhow, is 

infinitely more precious than all the empty laughter and pre- 

fumptuous gaiety of the enemies of God, Iacknowledge, 

however, that the pious have forrows and griefs of their own: 

notarifing from their piety,but from the confcious imperfe@tion 

of it. And even in thofe tears of humble cofeffion and peni- 

tence there is a fweetnefs not to be exchanged for all the 

deceitful vivacity and joy of thofe who have no friend in 

heaven. Experience is the beft teacher in things like 

thefe ; and it abundantly confirms what is here aflerted. -Sure- 

ly if thefe be fuch a thing on earth as rational tranquility and 

fettled contentment of foul, the pious man alone has a true 

right to it: and all who aim at it without reforting to the fa. 

vour of a reconciled God are guilty of a daring ufurpation, 

the effets of which, however flattering they may appear, 

muf f{peedily pafs away forever. As to what you mention of 

tafte for elegant and refined pleafures, I believe that Chrif 

tians have quite as much tafte for all kinds of manly and 

innocent gratifications as their neighbours in fimilar ficuations 

of life. The wide fields of nature and art are as open to 

them as to others. Andthey are not the lefs difpofed to en, 

joy the rich bounties of their Ged becaufe they value his fa. 

vour infinitely more than ali that the world calls good and great. 

If they abflain from thofe vain. parades and hurtful amufe- 

; . se 7 Uae © ‘ 
Ments which engrofs the attention cf the fafhionable world, 
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it is becaufe the grace of God has retified their tafte, and 

direfted it to obj-ts and pleafures infini tely more worthy of a 

rational and immortal mind. Did men of the world know how 

religion foothes our forrows, how it exalts our pleafures, and 

what inexpreffible pleafures it has which are entirely and pe. 

culiarly its own, they would ceafe to revile it as a melanchoe 

ly bondage, a burden too heavy to be borne. They would ac. 

knowledge that the fervice of God is the moft perfe& free. 

dom, and that in the keeping of his commandments there is, 

even now a great reward. Whey would exclaim with the cel. 

ebrated Montefquicu, fpeaking of Chriftianity; ‘* how admir, 

able the religion which, while it feems only to have in view 

the felicity of the other life, conftitutes the happinefs of this !” 

After all fhould this whole inveftegation be nothing more 

than a miftaken theory, I befeech you to remember that 

the advantage, the abfolute neceffity of religion in regard to 

our eternal welfare remains unqueftioned. In this view its 

value is beyond all expreffion and even all conception. That 

you may earneftly feek this pearl of great price, and find it to 

your exceeding great and everlafting joy, fhall be the conftant 

prayer of your fincerely affectionate, &c. 

PHILANDER. 

SILL II ASD LS ILO 

FOR THE VIRGINIA RELIGIOUS MAGAZINE. 

LETTER TO THE REV, Mr. 

Rev. Sik, 

When I was at your houfe feveral years ago, you fhowed 

me M’Laurin’s sermons and Essays, of which you fpoke in 

terms of high commendation, After looking into the book a 

few minutes [ laid it afide, not thinking it would afford me 

fuficient entertainment to compenfate the trouble of a perufal. 

At this blunder [ now feel equally amazed and mortificd, ha- 

ving jult read the colleGtion with inexpreffible pleafure. I 

ought indeed to have given it more attention than I did, on 
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account of your recommendation: but I am really at a lofs to 

conceive how its uniform and exquifite excellence could efcape 

me, even on a momentary infpection. Every page beams 

with a bright effulgence of very uncommon intellectual pow- 

ers and fervent piety. The author is a zealous advocate for 

genuine experimental religion, which he delineates in its feve_ 

ral branches with a mafterly hand. Thele he diftinguifthes 

clearly from all counterfeits, defends againft all obje&ions 

with invincible force of argument. The glorious grace of 

the gofpel, and the Holy Spirt’s almighty agency in the con. 

verfion and fanétification of the foul, are luminoufly exhibited 

and eftablifhed. Efpecially, the precious doétrine of redemp- 

tion by the cross Christ is difplayed and vindicated in the moft 

impreffive manner; and the author makes it (as every Chrif- 

tian fhould,) the grand central point of all his views of re- 

ligion dotrinal and practical. Ina word, this comprehen- 

five little volume appears to me to be one of the richeft trea. 

fures of divine knowledge that I have ever feen. [ am fur- 

prifed that it has had fo little circulation in this country: the 

copy which lies before me is the only one, except yours, that’ 

Ihave met with. I wifh we could have an American edition 

of it, and that it were univerfally read. [I often hear people 

fay they cannot {pare money for the purchafe of religious 

books. But the Bible, M’Laurin’s sermons and [ssays, and 

Doddridge’s Rise and Progress of Religion in the Soul, might 

be purchafed for three dollars: and don’t you think thefe 

alone would form an excellent little Chriftian library? 

CNN: a ar ae PHILANDER. 

Extract from a charge on Patrietism, delivered by the Hon, 

Jacos Rusu, President of the T hird District, of the Court 

of Common Pleas and Quarter Sessions for the State of Penn- 

sylvania. 

"« [7 cannot then be denied, that the public profperity of 

eur land, depends upon the virtue of the people, and that the 

Ww 
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prattice of vice, like a cancer in the natural ‘body, will at 

laft extend itfelf to the vitals of the country, and cut off our 

national exiltence. Mf this be the cafe, we may fafely affert, 

that no man loves his country, who lives in the habitual vio. 

lation of any rule in-her moral code; becaufe by fo.daing ‘he 

contributes his aid to accomplith her deftruGion. He May 

call himfelf a federalif&t, or an antif: deralift—a republican, or 

a democrat—or whatever elfe he pleafes ; it is certain, he is 

but a pretender to the character .of a patriot. It is impof- 

fible Ae can love his country, whofe life and a@ions are 

hoftile to her true interefts. Party and perfonal prejudices 

he may poffefs in abundance, which to the world, and per. 

haps to himfelf, he may cover with the mantle of zeal for the 

public good, But the love of his country is a ftranger to 

his heart, Examine for a moment, Gentlemen, the force 

of this obfervation, by your own experience in private life, 

Suppofe one of your neighbours, to profefs a regard and af. 

fe&tion for you, and at the fame time to makea practice of 

thwarting your views, and defeating the plans you had laid 

to promote ycur happinefs or your intereft. There is no doubt 

you would defpife his profeffions, and call him a hypocrites 

Nor can he be pronounced any thing better, who tells you he 

toves his country, and is at the fame time habitually in. 

fringing thofe laws on which her falvation and profperity ef- 

fentially depend. Away with fuch patriotifm! It is * Hail 

Matter!” with the lips, and at the fame inflant a ftab to the 

heart. I call that man a diforganizer, let his political prin. 

ciples be what they may, who is {preading thro’ the moral 

world, the feeds of diforder and vice, and thereby fapping 

the foundation of a// government. Our country may well ex- 

poftulate with the immoral man in language ufed of old time 

‘© If you love me, you will keep my commandments—¥e are 

my friends, if ye do whatever [ command you.” In fhort, 

Gentlemen, as in Chriftianity, fo itis in patriotifm—Obe-~ 

dience is the unerring criterion, the fole decifive mark of af- 

feftion. Lf you really love your country, you will obferve her 

laws, and her ilatutes, which are framed to promote and to 
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etuate her welfare, believe and forgive me—a gambling, 

lying, drunken, or- {wearing patriot, is as great a contradice 

tion, as a whoring, fwearing, or drunken Chriflian; though 

in the practical, eftimation of the two charaéters, mankind 

have made’ a: wide difference. The hypocritical pretenfions 

of the patriot are too often fuccefsfully played off, while thofe 

of the pretended Chriftian are fure to exclude /zm from the 

charaéter.. When we urge the neceflity of fupporting go- 

vern ment by means of religion, fomething more is expected 

thana cold.affent to its principles and its dodtrines. 

, Heu. Virtus laudatur et alget.* 

Lf the public inftitutions, eftavlithed for the purpofe of ims 

prefling the precepts of religion, are deferted anc negle&ed, 

it is the height of folly to expect government wiil derive 

advantage from any fyftem of religion whatever, it being 

evidently impoffible there fhould be fuch a thing as religion 

in the world without same forms of public worthip, and the 

folemn acknowledgment of the Deity and his controling pro- 

vidence, in our focial capacity. 

‘What fhall we fay then of thofe perfons who, by their 

language, or their example, difcourage the religious inftitu. 

tions of our country? Itis impoffible to rank them in the clafs 

of patriots, or friends to fociat order. As to thofe who open. 

ly go.about to abolifh all religion, there can be no doubt the 

tendency, if not the very ody: of their labours, is univers 

fal anarchy and mifery—In neglecting its inftitutions, they 

act therefore perfe€tly in chara&ter. But the well-withers of 

government among us,are in this refpect peculiarly reprehen- 

fible.. Like falfe and inadequate props, they overturn the 

very building they mean tofupport. They weakly attempt 

to accomplifh the end, without making ufe of the requifite 

means, and acta part altogether inconfiltent and irrational. 

“It is readily acknowledged, that immoral men often ren~ 

der efleatial fervice to their country. Some of the moft worth= 

* Probitas— Fuvenal. 
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jefs and profligate of the human race, have been the honour. 

ed inftruments in the hands of Providence of procuring the 

greateft national bleflings. Henry the Eighth, and the Duke 

of Marlborough, contributed eminently by their a@ions to 

the glory and prefervation of the Englifh nation; but nobody 

ever fuppofed they were influenced by a love of their country. 

Caprice, promotion, or the whiftling «fa name, have given 

birth to the greateft achievements recorded in hiftory. What 

would you think of a man who, in the very até of conferring 

a favour on an acquaintance, fhould infii@ the moft deadly 

wounds on his perfon?—Would you believe he had any af- 

fection for your murdered friend ?— You certainly w ould not. 

Jutt fo much true patriotifm has that man, who by his vices, 

is daily diffufing through fociety the moft malignant poifon, 

and at the fame time, from pride or fome other motive, per- 

feétly compatible with a heart dead to every fentiment of pub- 

lic virtue ; is occasionally performing an aét that redounds to 

his country’s welfares 

‘The true notion of patriotifm, is, a principle of obedience 

to the iaws of God, and of our country, manifefling itfelf in 

the difcharge of our religious, moral, and focial duties. —1 his 

is fubftantial patriotifm, within the reach of every man, high 

and low, rich and poor, and that does not evaporate in empty 

noife about the Rights of Man, or the Virtue of Federalifm, 

It is the fort of patriotifm we ftand in need of at this critical 

jun@ure. A country over-run with moral diforders, cannot 

be long exempt from political proxims of convulfive and fatal 

tendency. Groundlefs and futile are the apprehenfions ers 

tertained by fome perfons to the caufe of liberty from our rue 

lers, who deriving their exiftence from popular eledlion, the 

inftant their oppreflive hand is felt by the people, that inftant 

they will remove it, with the fame facility that the “ Lion 

fhakes the dew-drops fromhis mane. The only real fource of 

danger, arifes from the condutt of the people themselves, and 

from the alarming progrefs of infidelity, and the decay of moa 

rals among us. It is a truth eftablifhed on uniform experience, 
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that where the manners of the people are repugnant to the 

execution ofa law, the arm of legiflative power has been 

found too feeble to enforce it. In fupport of this ofervation, 

I may appeal to the deteftable practice of common fwearing, 

which keeps its ground in oppofition to the laws of the land, 

and to every principle of religion, decency, and morality. 

Read over, if you pleafe, the aét of Pennfylvania, for the fup- 

preffion of vice and immorality ; and it is an hundred to one, 

but the firfl company afterwards you enter, efpecially if it be 

in a tavern, will extort the melancholy reflection, that the laws 

of the land are a perfeét fatire on the morals of the people. 

Vain, and worfe than vain, are laws for the prefervation of 

government, if the people are too debauched and corrupt to 

execute them. If we are in earneft in our wifhes to fave our 

country, we mult therefore begin by a reformation of her 

morals. We muft make good the tree, if we expect good 

fruit trom it. Ina reprefentative government, no truth can 

be more important or fclf-evident than this. Let us then,Gen- 

tlemen, in our feveral flations, encourage virtue, and dif. 

courage vice in others. In an efpecial manner, perfons of aus 

thority and influence, fhould promote the caufe of good mos 

rals. Every individual fhould difcharge his duty, as a pare 

of the grand community, wi:h a view to the production of the 

public good, and general happinefs. 

* Above all things, Gentlemen, the principles of Chriftian. 

ity fhould be cherifhed, and its religious inftitutions be encou, 

raged by every man who wifhes well to his country, A go. 

vernment lixe ours, floating on the precarious tide of public 

opinion, can be held securely by nothing elfe but the princie 

ples of religion ; and if it be once driven from this anchor, 

by the ftorms of irreligion and licentioufnefs, it will quickly 

be overwhelmed by the waves of popular fury and violence.— 

Well might the great Montefquicu, fpeaking of Chriftianity, 

~ and the tranfcending excellence of its moral code, exclaim 

with rapture, ‘“* How admirable is that religion, which, while 

it feems only to have in view the felicity of the other world 
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conftitutes the happinefy of this /”? The precepts of thi8 religi. 

on, which teach us to be diligent in our feveral fiations—to 

govern our paffions—to be obedient to our fuperiors and ru. 

lers—to do good to all men, and whofe very effence is peace 

and good will:to: men—the precepts of this religion, reduced 

to practice, would foon change the face of our affairs. Our 

Country would become a band of patriots—order would arife 

from a ftate of confufion; harmony take place of difcord, and 

the bleffings of a mild and peaceful government be diffufed 

through every part of our nation and land. 

SLFLLIL LI IDS LS 

FOR THE VIRGINIA RELIGIOUS MAGAZINE. 

oe, : Ye 

Extraét of a Funeral sermon, preached on occasian of the deatie 

of William Craghead Esq. of Lunenburg Virginia, by the Rev. 

ARCHIBALD M’Rogerr. 

“ Wit refped& to our deceafed friend, I know that I may 

fay without offence, that there was a time when he walked as 

other men, in the vanity of his mind. But of the evil and 

danger of this it pleafed God to make him deeply fenfible; 

the circumftances attending which he him/elf acquainted me 

with: He had then ftrong and diftrefling convictions of his 

loft and ruined ftate by nature and fin, and of the impoflibility 

of being faved by any works of righteoufnefs which he could 

do. It was in the very bloom of life and youthful vigor, that 

the Lord was pleafed to deal with him in this manner, and to 

call him by his grace, and divorce him from ‘fin, felf, and the 

world. He went mourning for a confiderable time, bowed 

down under the painful fenfe of guilt and unbelief, harraffed, 

at the fame time, with the dreadful buffetings of fatan, and 

fought the Lord forrowing night and day. It was during 

thefe agonizing flrugsles, that the Lord was pleafed to inters 
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pofe, to rebuke fatan, and difpel the cloud, and give him a 

view of the great falvation he had provided, and the all fuffi- 

ciency and willingnefs of the Lord Jefus Chrift, to fave to the 

uttermoft, The fcheme appeared fo glorious and tranfporting 

that it filled all his laboring anxious foul with wonder, love,and 

praife. And the Lord atthe fame time, fhewed him great 

mercy, for He enabled him to believe in the Lord Jefug 

Chrift. He gave him power to trult the word of promife, 

viz. ‘ He that believeth in the Lord Jefus Chrift fhall be fas 

ved,’ and to reft on God’s truth and faithfulnefs to fulfil it to 

his foul. And, in thus believing, he found great peace with 

God through the righteoufnefs of the Lord Jefus Chrift, and 

was moved and enabled to make a moft folema and unrefer- 

ved furrender of himfelf to God, and to enter into covenant 

with him in the moft folemn and deliberate manner, and that 

with fafting and prayer, and under his hand and feal. In this 

tranfaction, as he very jultly obferved, he only rendered 

unto God his own. In this folemn manner did he avouch 

the Lord to be his God—Jefus Chrift to be his Lord and on». 

ly Saviour—the Spirit of God to be his leader, guide, and 

fanctifier—the holy fcriptures'to be the man of his counfel, 

and God’s people to be his people henceforward. And he 

had abundant experience of God’s truth and faithfulnefs, 

through a long feries of years after this, in preferving upon 

his mind a /vely fenfe of this folemn tranfation and engage- 

ment to be the Lord’s or *‘ for God and not another,” as he 

expreffed it. The longer he lived, the more devoted he was 

to God, and the more warmly engaged in his fervice. Thefe 

are things which [ had frequent opportunities of knowing and 

obferving, tor more than thirty years; and mu‘t now fay, that 

he was one of the moft fteady, and uniform profeffors of the 

name of Chrift that lever knew, both at home and abroad, 

and in all places and circumflances. His uniform and un- 

dauated oppofition to vice, profinenefs, and immorality, as 

might be expected, fometimes expofed him to the contradics 
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tion of finners; but this he was enabled to bear with great pa- 

tience and fortitude His endeavors to do good, to intro, 

duce converfation on the fubje‘t of religion, and to fuggeft 

motives to feek and ferve the Lord were unwearied, where" 

ver he went: efpecially in vifiting the fick and the afflicted, 

and in praying with and for them. And there is great reafon 

to believe, that thefe endeavors were frequently owned and 

bleft. One perfon in particular, whofe funeral I attended 

near thirty years ago,did believe and profefs, that he owed hig 

converfion, under God, to his inftruétions and prayers. He 

died in peace, profefing affurance of his intereft in Chri; 

and_ at his particular defire, [ preached at his funeral from 

thefe words, chofen by himfelf oa his dying bed, Pfal, xxxiv. 

6. ** This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him ; and fa- 

ved him out of all his troubles.” In our friend’s conduct 

there was a ftriking proof too, that Chrift diffufes a patriot 

fpirit; for, in the moft perilous junéture that Virginia had 

then known, he voluntarily jeoparded his life in her fervice; 

and his example had a happy influence on many others. He 

bore an office among the Rangers, after Braduck’s defeats 

with much acceptance to his feilow foldiers, and credit to 

himfelf. After this, he fuftained the office of ruling elder 

during great part of the time of the eminent Mr. Davies’s 

paftoral charge of the prefbyterian church in Hanover, with 

great dignity and fidelity, and was highly acceptable among 

the people. And, after Mr. Davies’s removal to Princeton 

he was peculiarly ative in procuring fupplies, and in prefer- 

ving the unity of the church in that place, fora number of 

years. And, when preaching could not be had at their own 

meeting, he made no difficulty of travelling twenty, fometimes 

thirty miles to attend the inftituted means of grace, and that 

frequently too. And this example was very influential with 

many who, I humbly hope, are long fince gone to heaven, and 

with them | truft, he now enjoys {weet and uninterrupted fel- 

lowfhip. He might be mifiaken, fometimes, in his judgment 

of men and things, for the human mind is very limited in its 
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capacity; but he was firittly confcientious in the difcharge 

of every truft repofed in him, as well civil as facred. I need 

ei hardly mention his unceafing endeavors to have, and encou. 
ft . . ° ee “e@ © e e ° x 
i: rage preaching in this viciaity (De Graffenreidt’s meeting in 

; Lunenburg ;) it cannot be forgot; nor the pleafure he took 

‘ jn feeing public worfhip attended upon: it was the joy and 
n ° ¢ « cs . 
1 rejoicing of his foul. And that he was no bigot, was very 

1 evident, from his care te lay hold of all opportunities for pubs 

lic worfhip, and the {weet harmony in which he lived with 

other denominations—with all, I may fay, who appeared to 

love the Lord Jefus in fincerity. Thus our friend happily 

; laid up in Rore a good foundation againft the time to come. 

For that death has no fting to fuch as have lived by faith on 

the Son of God, he had happy experience. With the ten- 

derefl love, our dear Lord appoints the time, the place, and all 

the circumftances of his people’s dying. When He lays them 

on the bed of languifhing, He gives them the confolations of 

his grace, and lets them know that he will keep that good 

thing which they have committed to Him. And this produ. 

ces {weet refignation to his will, and calls forth the delightful 

exercife of petience and fubmiffion to his fovereign appoint 

ments with refpect to their dear connections, as well as theme 

‘felves. And this was remarbably confpicuous in our friend, 

from the manner in which he bore the lofs of a dear, amiable, 

pious companion who, it is believed, went to glory about eight 

weeks before him, and with whom, he is now united to part 

no more. It was the Lord’s doing he obferved, and he per- 

feétly acquiefced in ite And while the outward man decays 

the Lord continues his grace to the inward man: Ais ftrength 

is then, indeed, perfected in the weaknefs of his people, then 

the divine life in the foul flourifhes amidtt loffes and bereave~- 

ments, and the evident decay of this mortal frame. This was 

ftrikingly vifible, in the whole converfation and carriage of 

our friend in his laft ficknefs. Faith by the almighty opera~ 

tion of the Spirit of God, continued to work refignation, peace 

- “and compofure in his dying breaft; and ceafed not, until it 

x x 
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had done its laft kind office.x—Such was the happy experience 

of our departed friend. He had continued {weet experi. 

ence of the gocdnefs and love of God in Chrift Jefus, and was 

perfuaded that his foul was bound inthe bundle of life with 

the Lord his God. To the lalft, his faith, his refignation, his 

comforts failed him not. A gracious God was pleafed to res 

move every thing far from him, which could render death in 

the leaft dreadful. He had not a doubt concerning his inter- 

eft in the Lord Jefus Chrift, and his title to that glory, honor, 

and immortality, for which he had been fo long waiting, by a 

patient continuance in doing, and fubmitting to the will of 

God, and fo fell afleep in Jefus. 

“¢ In him the church fuftains the lofs of a lively ative mem. 

ber, and fociety of a moft valuable, pious, and patriotic citi, 

zen. But on adear bereaved family, the lofs fails heavieft of: 

all. May the Father of Mercies, and God of confolation 

teach you a becoming refignation, fupport you under, and dif. 

pofe and enable you to make the right improvement of the 

great lofs you have fuftained. This providence calls. you, in 

a moft emphatic manner, to caft your burdens upon the God 

of your father. May you all be divinely determined, and 

enabled to do it, to his glory and your own comfort. Never 

forget, never lofe fight my dear children, of the example. 

which, by the grace of God, he fet you; and his anxious and 

affeticnate concern to bring you up im the nurture and fear 

of the Lord, and as candidates for a glorious and. a happy im- 

mortality. While he was yet with you, he was a burning and 

ihining light to guide your way; but itis the will of God, that 

that hght fhould now ceafe to fhine as heretofore. It is, there. 

fore,now peculiarly incumbent on you, if you have not formally 

cone tt already, to make choice of your father’s God for your 

Ged and portion; and folemnly to devote yourfelves to him, 

as ever you expect to die the death of the righteous, and that 

your Isftend may be hke his. Thus will you beft honor your 

prous father’s memory, and lay in a good foundation of hope 



for yourfelves. And be affured that the Lord, even the God 

of your father, will receive you gracioufly, and be a God and 

father to you. You have his promife, which cannot fail, for 

your encouragement. Suffer me, dear children, as one deep- 

ly interefted in your credit and immortal welfare—as the 

hoary fervant of Jefus Chrift, and the friend of your venerable 

father, to leave with you the advice of a dying father to his 

fon. 1 Chron. xxviii. 9. ‘ And thou Solomon my fon, 

know thou the God of thy father, and ferve him with a per 

fe&t heart, and with a willing mind: if thou feck him He will 

be found of thee; but if thou negleét him, he will caft thee off 

forever.” May this fatherly admonition have its proper 

weight with you! and fee that ye forrow not as thofe who 

have no hope; for, “ if we believe that Jefus died, and rofe 

again even fo them alfo which fleep in Jefus, will God bring 

with him.” 1 Theff. iv. 14, 

** I have been thus explicit on the prefent occafion, my 

brethren, not to exalt men, but God—not for the honor of the 

deceafed, for he needed, and, I know, he fought it not. f 

know that he wes perfe@tly contented to go through evil as 

well as good report here, and happy in relying on that word 

of the Lord, 1 Sam. 13. 80. “ Them that honor me, { will 

honor.” I have been led to fpeak thus largely, m orderto ex. 

alt the free grace of God, and for our benc fit who are Icft bee 

hind that feeing and hearing how that grace has abounded to 

others, and its glorious and happy ¢fic&t upon their fouls in 

living and dying, we might be all ftirred up to long uncealing. 

ly for it, and to prefs unweariediy alter the experimental 

knowledge of it. ‘Then “ for us to live will be Chrift, and 

to die gain”: or, in other words, Chrift, in the liberal com- 

munication of his grace to our fouls, will be our fure fupport, 

our comfort and our gain, living and dying, &c, 
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From the Rev. Tuomas Stacxuovuse’s ‘ History of the Holy Bible.s 

Glasgow edition—1796. As this work is not in very general 

circulation, we hope the following extract will be acceptable to the 

yeaders of this Magazine. 

DLA AMAL ELD LLL 

Avcustus (for fo we muft now call him) having raifed 

himfelf to this height of power and glory, as foon as Lepidus, 

who had been pontifex maximus, or high prieft of Rome, wag 

dead, affumed to himfelf (as did his fucceffors in the empire) 

that office; and the firft thing he did, was té examine into 

the prophetical books, which at that time went abroad under 

the name of the Sidy/s.* 

In the reign of Tarquinius Superbus, there came a flrange 

woman to Rome, who cffered to fell to the king nine volumes 
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* The Sibyls were women of ancient times faid to be endued with a 

prophetic fpirit, and to have delivered oracles, furefhewing the fates 

and deftinies of kingdoms. We have, in the writings of the ancients, 

mention made of ten of them: The Cumzan, the Cumanian, the Pere 

fian, the Hellefpontican, the Lybian, the Samian, the Delphian, the 

Phrygian, the Tiburtine, and the Erythrean : But fome are of opi- 

nion, that the Cumzan and the Erythrzan was one and the fame Si- 

by!; that fhe was born at Erythrae in Ionia, and therefore was by the 

Greeks called Erythrae; but, having removed from Erythrae to Cu- 

mae in Italy, and there delivered all her oracles, the was from thence, 

by the Romans, and Italians, called Cumaa. Thefe Sibylis, among the 

Pagans, were what the prophets and prephetefles were accounted ae 

mong the Hebrews; and, as the moft ancient of thefe were named 

Sibyla, fo all others of the fame fex, who pretended to the like fatidi. 

cal {pirit, were called Siby/s. The place from whence thefe Sibyls 

Bave out their oracles, was generally a cave, or fubterraneows vaults 

if we may judge of others by that at Cumae, whereof Juftin Martyr 

gives us thisaccount. ‘ I have feen the place,’ fays he, ‘ which is a 

* large chapel, or cratory, hewn out of the main rock, and muft have 

* been a work of great labour. Here the Siby] (as the inhabitants, who 

* had a tradition thereof, told me) gave forth oracles. Inthe middle 

* of the chapel, they fhewed me three hollow places, hewn out of the 

* fame rock, in which, when filled with water, the Sibyl ufed to bathe 
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of thefe Sibylline oracles, but, upon his refufirg to purchafe 

them, burnt three of them, and afterwards coming with fix, 

and being rejeCted, burnt three more, and’ yet, at laft, obtains 

ing the full price of what fhe had afked at firft, for the three 

remaining: I hat thefe volumes when purchafed, were laid 

up in the capitol, committed to the cuftody of proper officers, 

Never confulted but upon great exigencies of flate, and care- 

fully preferved, until at theburning of the Capitol, in the civil 

wars between Sylla and Marius, they happened tobe confum. 

ed: That, upon rebuilding of the Capitol, the Romans, with 

great care made another collection of Sibylline oracles from 

feveral countries, and, after they had fele&led fuch as their 

church and ftate did approve of for their purpofe, laid them 

up in the new Capitol, inftead of thofe which the fire had con- 

fumed ; that, befides thofe Capitoline volumes, there were 

a great many more Sibylline oracles in the world, which Au- 

guitus, in the beginning of his office of pontifex maximus, 

endeavoured to colle€t, and what he reputed genuine, or ra. 

ther what fuited his purpofe beft, thefe he depcfited likewife 

in the Capitol, burning the reft: That Tiberius made anos 

ther review of thefe oracles, and condemned feveral volumes 

of them to the flames; but the Capitoline copies were fill 

held in great veneration, until they fell into difgrace in the 

reign of Honorius, and, by his order and appointment, were 

burnt and deftroyed ; thefe are facts that are confirmed by 

all antiquity, and what comprife indeed the whole hiftory of 

thefe Sibylline writings. But if they were all thus finally def 

troyed, the queftion is, how came we by the prefent collece 

tion of Greek verfes, comprifed in eight books, which go 
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* kerfelf, and fo, having put on her garment retired into the innermo 

‘ cell of the chapel, (which was likewife hewn out of the fame rock,) 

* and, having placed herfelf upon an elevated feat, which jutted oug 

.“ into the middle of the cell, fhe there uttered her oracles ;’ Lactantius, 

De fulsa regione, lib. 1. c. 6. ; Salmasius in exercitat. ad Soe 

dinum, p. 8.; et F. Martyr, Cohortaiio ad Gracos, 
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ander the name of Siby/s, and of what merit and authority 

are we to account them? 

Now, in anfwer to this, it is to be obferved, that long be. 

fore the times of Chriflianity, there were extant, among the 

Heathens, feveral oracles, or prediétions of future events, af- 

cribed to one or more of thefe prophetefles, who were ftiled 

Szbyls ; that thefe preditions were held in great efteem among 

the ancients, as containing notions confonant to true religion, 

the worfhip of one God, the corflagration of the world, the 

renovation of it egain, the general refurrection, and the re, 

wards and punifhments hereafter ; and that both Heathen, 

Jewith, and Chriftian authors, who make mention of thefe 

Sybils give a ftrong fan@lion to their authority. Varro looks 

upon them as infpired prophetefles ; Virgil does them honor ia 

citing their prediCtions ; Jofpheus thinks them ufeful to eflab- 

lifh fome pofitions in facred hiflory, and Clemens Alexandrinus 

(as he quotes a more ancient author for it) brings in St. Paul 

addrefling himfelf to an Heathen audience in thefe words: 

$ Take the Greek books in vour hands, read the Sibyls, and 

‘ fee what they fay of the unity of God, and how they foretel 

‘what is to come, and you willthere clearly find the Son of 

‘God.’ It muft be acknowledged indeed, that the whole col. 

leétion of the Sibylline oracles, as they are now extant, in 

eight entire books, are far from being genuine. The 1ft, 2d, 

and moft of the 5th, all the 6th, 7th, and 8th books, feem 

to be a manifeft forgery, the {purious production of fome zeal. 

ous Chrifttan, (perhaps about the middle cf the fecond age 

alter Chrifl,) for the prometion of the religion he protefleds 

In one place he explicitly declares himfelf to be a Chrif. 

flian, and: fpeaks of the whole myftery of our falvation, 

and of the methods whereby it was accomplifhed ; of the in. 

carnation and birth, the circumcifion and death, the refurrec- 

tion and afcenfion of our Saviour Chrift, with as much accuracy 

as do the evengelifts, In arother place, he mentions Chrill’s 

future reigning here uponearth, according to the notion of the 
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millenarians, which was not flarted till the fecond century ¢ 

and in another, gives us a fucceflion of the Roman emperors, in 

their order from Julius Cefar to Antonius Pius, together 

with the adoption of Marcus Aurelius, and Lucius Verus, 

which has much more the air of an hillorical narrative, than 

a prophetic prediction. 

Thefe things difcover a forgery, at leaft a great part of 

thefe pretended oracles, a little too palpaply ; but then, it 

mutt be obferved, that neither the Heathens before, nor the 

Chriftians, for the three firft centuries after Chrift, knew any 

thing of thefe fpurious pieces, becaufe we no where find 

them making any citations from them; but now from the 

whole proem, the greateft part of the third, ail the fourth, 

and a {mall branch of the fifth book, (which are the only parts 

of the prefent collection, that are either recited or referred 

to by the ancient Heathens, ) their quotations are innumerable: 

And therefore we may juftly infer, that the prefent copy of 

eight books is not the fame with what was extant before, and 

inthe firft ages of Chriftianity, but widely different from it ; 

that thofe are the genuine prophecies only, which we find the 

ancient Heathens, and primitive Chriftians, fo frequently cite 

ing, and fo generally efteeming, upon the account of their di- 

vine infpiration ; and that the reft which have vifible marks of 

forgery upon them, were probably the {purious additions of 

fuch conceited Chriftians as called themfelves Guostices; bes 

caule Epiphanius tells us, that this fet of men boafted ot hay- 

ing books, written by the daughter of Noah, even as the pre» 

tended prophetefs, at the end of the third book, (whichis a 

{purious edition to what wentbefore,) gives us to know, that 

fhe wasawife to one of the three fons of Noah, and was 

with him in the ark during the whole time of the deluge. 

Upon the whole, therefore, we may conclude, that though, 

in the collefiion, which we now have of the Sibylline pro. 

phecies, feveral whole books, and fome parts in others, are 

confeffedly fpurious, yet others there are, which have all the 

evidences we can dx<iire, of their being genuine ; and therefore 
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to condemn them all in the lump, and, becaufe fome appear to 

be palpable forgeries, to include all under the fame category, 

is an act of great injuftice. 

If indeed we attend never fo little to the contents of thofe 

oracles, which we deem genuine, we cannot but perceive, that 

neither Heathens, Jews, or Chriftians, could confiftently with 

themfelves, be any ways the forgers of them. The Heathens 

could not, becaufe they are direé&tly levelled againft their 

wickednefs, idolatry, and Polytheifm. The Jews could not, 

becaufe they foretel the fubverfion of their flate and teme 

ple by the Romans, which we all know they would never 

believe: And the Chriftians could not, becaufe many quo. 

tations, out of thefe oracles, are found in other authors previ- 

ous to Chriftianity ; and in the beginning of it, feveral of 

them are cited by the firft Chriftians in the open view of 

all men, as very ancient at that time, very well known, 

and univerfally received over all the Heathen world. 

If then thefe genuine prophecies of the Sibyls were not of 

human contrivance and invention, the conclufive queftion is, 

From whence was it that they derived their original? God, 

no doubt, who forced Balaam, contrary to his wiil, to blefs 

the Ifraclites, and to prophecy the coming of his Son out of 

Facob, could in what manner he pleafed, controul the diabo- 

lical {pirits, which prefided in the Heathen oracles, and make 

them utter things, even relating to the kingdom of the Melf- 

fias, which otherwife they might have no inclination to 

utter. But there is no neceffity for our having recourfe to 

this extraordinary expedient ; fince the contents of the Sibyl. 

Ime oracles (thofe I mean that are genuine) are every where 

agreeable to the fcriptures, and foretel, for the main part, 

the fame great revolutions of providence, that they do; it is 

no way inconfiftent with the divine attributes to fuppofe, that, 

tho’ God gave pofitive laws, or an inflitution of religious wor- 

fhip to the Jews only, and intrufted none but them with thofe 

divine oracles, which related to that worfhip ; yet he might 
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not wholly confine divine infpiration to that nation, but might 

fupport the law and religion of nature and the right worfhip of 

himfelf, as the one true God, among the Heathens likewife, 

by the help of thefe oracles, until the day dawned, i. e. amore 

perfect revelation came, and he who commanded the light to 

shine out of darkness, gave the light of the knowledge of the 

glory of God inthe face of Fesus Christ. 
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(From the Conneéticut Evangelical Magazine.) 

SII FSIS 

On God’s making his own glory his last end. 

Tue term glory, as it relates to the Moft High, is fometimes 

ufed, in the holy fcriptures, to denote the znherent excellency 

of the divine nature; at others, the respect and honor due to 

his holy name, In the former fenfe it appears to have been 

ufed by Mofes, when he befought the Lord to fhew him his 

glory: For, the anfwer was, ‘I will caufe all my goodness 

“‘ to pafs before thee—and the Lord pafled by before him 

«© and proclaimed, The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and. 

66 gracious.” —In the latter, by God himfelf, when he fays, 

¢ [am the Lerd; that is my name, and my glory will I not 

give unto another.” When the glory of God is fpoken of 

as an end for which he may be fuppofed to act, it means, ei. 

ther the zntrinsic excellency of his own nature, or the manifes« 

tations of it—either that, which conftitutes the real worth and 

beauty of the divine character; or, a difplay of it, in its genu. 

ine fruits. Whe former is ufually termed the inherent glory 

of God ; the latter, his declarative. 

The inherent glory of God, as the term refpects his moral 

character, confilts in the affection or difpofition of his infinite 

eternal mind ; the declarative, in the vifible, external manifef. 

tations of this affection, or Gifpofition. What the inherent 

glory of God is, confilting in the moral difpofition of his eter- 

nal mind, the holy fcriptures very clearly teach us; The 

Y y | 
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apoftle John tells us, that God ig Love. The fame is impli: 

ed in the name, by which God proclaimed himfelf before Mo 

fes. This conflitutes the whole moral nature of the ever 

bleffed God. ‘The divine, eternal mind is wholly made up of 

oodnefs and love. The moral character of the infinite God 

is all made up of love. The Lord exifts to do good—For 

purpofes of goodnefs it is, that he reigns. 

This being the excellent nature and difpofition of the di. | 

vine mind, it mult be that his higheft delight is in doing good. 

God’s own enjoyment and hanpinefs muft be, in producing 

and diffufing happinefs. He enjoys the good which he does ; 

and enjoys it to an infinitely higher degree, than his creatures, 

who receive it. A difpofition to do good, rejoices in the 

good whichis done. As love feeks, fo it enjovs the happi. 

nefs of others. It is, therefore, the glory of God to do good 

-—todo excellent things. In this way God feeks his own 

glory— In this way glorifies himfelf. This was his motive 

to create: The fame influences in his whole government of 

the world. 

For God to make his own glory his laft and higheft end, 

is no other, therefore, than to exercife an infinitely ftrong dif- 

pofition to do good; and, to be primarily and principaily in- 

fluenced by it, in the whole of his works and adminiftration, 

In no other light can the divine character appear fo excellent, 

fo lovely and glorious. For God to make his own glory his 

higheft end, naturally and neceffarily comprifes the greateft 

good and highelt felicity of his moral kingdom. In his ma, 

king this his higheft end, his own happinefs and that of his 

creatures are united—they are fo united, that they cannot be 

{eparated from each other, God accomplifhes his end only 

in the produétion of a good, which will fatisfy his own infis 

nite good will. In this way he is glorified, and will be glo- 

rified forever. 

If thefe obfervations are juft, and this be the fenfe, in 

which God makes his own glory his lah end, it will follow. 
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{. That it is a most desirable thing that God fhould make 

his own glory his great and ultimate end. This implies, 

that the higheft felicity of the infinite Being himfelf is in do« 

ing good. Were not the difpofition of the divine mind fuch, 

that his chief and higheft delight is in doing good, what rea- 

fon have we to fuppofe, that his laws would be holy, juft and 

good? And what certain evidence could we have, that his 

goveinment is, or will be wifely adminiflered? Were not 

this the divine moral charafter—were not this the difpofition 

ofthe Eternal Mind, what reafon could we have to rejoice 

that the Lord reigns? But that a Being, whofe love and 

good will are abfolutely infinite, fhould make his own glo= 

ry his higheft and laft end, reprefents his chara¢ter in the 

moft excellent light, and renders him an objet worthy of 

the fupreme and higheft love of his creatures. There is no 

other or higher end, for which it can be derfiable, that the 

holy God fhould act. In what can it be defired, that the 

great God fhould more delight, than in doing good—in diffu. 

fing happinefs ? W hen we confider what the mora! character 

of the divine Being really is, as reprefented in the holy 

{criptures, we evidently detract from it, by fuppofing him to 

be influenced, in his wonderful and excellent works, by any 

other, or lower end, than his own glory. 

2, God’s making his own glory his laft and higheft end, is 

the fulleft and only fecurity for the beft aad highe& guod of 

the created fyftem. Here, and here oaly, we find evidence, 

that a good will take place adequate to the purpofes of infiaite 

love and good will—a created holinefs and happinefs, ia 

which God himfelf will reft fatisfied—which will fatisfy the 

infinitely {trong defires of divine, unbounded love. We ac. 

cordingly find it promifed to Chrift, that he fhould fee of the 

travail of his foul, and be fatisfied. Gould that love, that 

travail of foul, which brought the Lord of glory into our 

world, and to the crofs, be fatisfied with a good—with a cre. 

ated felicity, which might have been exceeded? If infinite 

power and wifdom and love fail of producing fuch meafures 
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of created holinefs and created happinefs, as cannot be ex. 

ceeded; the great and glorious God fails, for aught we can 

fee, ot accomplifhing his laft and higheftend. And, failing 

of this, how can he reft fatisfied in his works, and enjoy come 

plete and infinite felicity ? 

3. As God makes his own glory his laft and higheft end, it is 

moft defirable, that he fhould be an abfolute fovereign. The fo- 

vereignty of God principally intends his being influenced to 

acts of goodnefs purely by the inherent goodnefs of his own glo- 

ous nature, taking his motives wholly from within himfelf, his 

own wifdom alone adopting and direéting the meafures for ac- 

complifhing the purpofes of his love. Were it not that the glo- 

rious God is this abfolute fovereign, where would it have been 

poffible for him to find a motive for faving finners! Where, but 

in his own infinite good wiil, could there have been a motive fot 

God’s being manifeft in Aefh—for Chrif’s dying, and himfelf 

becoming a curfe! Had not the holy God been moved to give 

his only begotten Son—had not the glorious Redeemer been 

influenced to that humiliating and painful work, which lays 

the only foundation for the recovery of finners, purely by the 

inherent, infinite good will and love of the divine nature it. 

felf; the work of redemption never would, or could have 

been accomplifhed: Nor could finners of mankind ever have 

been faved. And, whatever difpofition might have exifted 

in any one for the falvation of finners, had not God’s wifdom 

alone devifed the plan, and chofen and dire&ted the meafures 

for its accomplifhment we muft all, infallibly have perithed 

forever. It is infinitely keft, that the unerring wifdom of 

God fhould alone direct the meafures for accomplifhing fuch 

good, as his own infinite love alone can incline him to accom. 

plifh. What can be more defirable, than that such a being as 

the Lord is fhould be an abfolute fovereiga! Confidering the 

moral charaéter, and the infinite perfection of God, what more 

precious doétrine, than that of his abfolute fovereignty ! Who, 

that is a friend to the greateft good, can underftandingly be 

an enemy to it! 
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~ de Tt is ealy to fee that, had there not been fuch fallen, fins 

ful creatures as we are, there would have been no opportuni. 

ty for a difcovery ot fuch infinite ftrength of divine love and 

good will, as evidently appear in the recovery and falvation 

Creatures would have had no advantege to fee, 

thatthe divine Being poffeffes fuch treafures of good will, 

of finners. 

as to be influenced to fuch wonders of goodnefs—infinitely 

undeferved goodnefs,by nothing but the mere infinite benevo- 

lence of his own heart! That glorious fovereignty, which 

implies felf-moving infinite goodnefs—a difpofition to do 

good, for the pleafure of doing it—doirg the greateft poffie 

ble and the moft undeferved good, for the fake of the delight 

there is in doing it, never could have been feen in its glory, 

had there not been fuch infinitely unworthy and ill deferving 

objects as we are, toward whom it may be difplayed, and on 

whom it may operate. 

5. If God’s own glory be his laft and higheft end, and if 

his goodness in his glory, it might reafonably be expeed, 

that he make fome monuments of his juft and everlafting dif. 

pleafure. Should the infinitely good God make no diftin&ie 

ons among mankind, having mercy on whom he wil! have 

mercy ; how apt would creatures be to fuggeft, that there 

were other motives for the good which he does to finners, 

than thofe by which he defigns to make it appear he is folely 

snfluenced—other reafons, than the fupreme delight, which 

the infinite God has in doing good! Without fuch a diftin&i-. 

on, how could that glorious fovereignty, which is the higheft 

evidence of infinite incomprehenfible love, ever have been 

feen and enjoyed! 

God is fo ordering things, and will forever fo difpofe them, as 

- to exhibit the brighteft evidence, that he is goodnefs itfelf,pure 

infinite goodnefs and love. This is God’s great end—T his 

is to act for his own glory—This ts his wife and glorious fo- 

“vereignty. And what abundant reafon have all creatures 

to rejoice, that God makes his own glory his laft end—That 

such @ Being is a fovyereiga and will glorify himfelf—his 

_ ee, 
~~ ~ 



own great and excellent name !—-Torrejoice in a glory and {o« 

vereignty to do good—the moft andgreateft good? Infinites 

ly greater will be the felicity of his moral kingdom, for thefe 

glorious attributes, for ever and ever. 

What a beautiful and bleffed harmony is there. in the doc. 

trines of the word of God! How are they all fitted to make 

the moft lively impreffions, and give the mofl exalted views 

of the tranfcendant and incomprehenfible excellency of the 

moral character of the glorious Ged! No one but he, who 

poffeffes, could have drawn and exhibited fuch a charaéter: 

a character fo infinitely friendly to the greateft good of the 

univerfe ; and, which fo certainly and perfe@tly fecures it! 

In contending with thofe doMrines, which reprefent the Lord 

as an abfolute fovereign, ever a¢ting for his own glory, why 

Is itnot evident, not only that we oppofe our own greateft and 

beft good, but that we are enemies to God’s higheft and 

moft excellent felicity and the greateft good of the moral 

fyftem ! 
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Of the efficacy of Prayer. 

TueE.parents of the late Rev Dr. Samuel Finley were emi- 

nently pious, They had feven fons, and one daughter. It 

was their pradiice, foon after the birth of each child, to fet 

aparta day to be {pent in prayer to God, and interceffion on 

behalf of the child, that it might be a fubjet of divine grace, 

and an heir of eternal life. Their prayers appear to have 

afcended, like Cornelius’s, as a memorial before God; and 

the parents had the pleafure to fee their children diftin. 

guifhed for their piety even in their youth, and growing 

in grace as the number ef their years increafed. Moft of 

them lived to an advanced age; were ufeful in their feve- 

ral {pheres; and greatly refpe&ted and beloved un acecount 

ef the eminence of their Chriftian charafters 



Extract of aletter from the Rev. 

Ebenezer Grant,dated Bedford, 

State of New York, June goth. 

1806. 

es Weex before laf, I went to 

fupp'y the congregation at Pleafant 

Valley, about feven miles back 

from Poughkeepfie, one of the 

principal towns on the Hudfon. In 

this congregation there is and has 

been for {ome time, I think fince 

the firft of January, a very confi- 

derable revival in religion, which 

feemed to begin and to be cherith- 

ed by meetings for prayer, in the 

different quarters of this fociety, in 

their deftitute ftate. Frequently 

at thefe mectings, perfons under 

exercife of foul would involuntari- 

ly fall and experience a temporary 

fufpenfion of bodily action, and in 

moft inftances when they recovered 

appeared deeply affected with the 

things of religion: fome rejoicing 

in the hope of the gofpel, and fome 

forrowing in darknefs and agonifing 

doubts and fears. For three or 

four months palt the bodily exer- 

cife has decreafed, and {carcely 

now appears ; but the revival fill 

continues. I was with them feven 

days, and preached nine times, ad- 

miniftered the facraments of bap- 

tifm and the Lord’s fupper. A 

number of adults and children were 

baptited, and thirty-four admitted 

for the &r{t time, moft of them be- 

tween fifteen and twenty eight years 

old. I fpent a good part of the 

day on Saturday in examining them 

in the church, and {carcely ever re- 

member to have paffed a more plea- 

fantday. Their relations, exer- 

cifes and anfwers to my quettions, 

indicated fuch a folemnity, tender- 

nefs, fenfe of fin ; fuch a good hope 

yn God throvgh our Lord Jefus 

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 

Chrift, fuch defires and purpofes 

to forfake fin, and cleave to the 

love and fervice of God with pur. 

pofe of heart, as encouraged me te 

believe and truit that the work was 

the Lord’s, and no counterfeit, — 

This is remarkable, that not one 

gave the bodily operations as any 

caufe of hope, or evidence of ¢con- 

yerfion,and I[ ftrove to inculcate the 

idea univerfally, that fuch appear- 

ances might fometimes accompany 

a work of grace, but were not ne. 

ecflary, or true fgns of a work of 

grace to be refted in, and this feem- 

ed to accord with their ideas.” 

Assembly's Magazine. 

LPL IL 

Ir is peculiarly pleafing to fee 

with what rapidity congregations 

are forming, churches organizing, 

and the gofpel f{preading, in the 

northern parts of this ftate. For 

though we have great caule to la- 

ment our mifimprovement of the 

ineftimable privileges which we 

enjoy, and want of zeal in the fer. 

vice of our Lord and matter; yet 

there is much reafon to rejoiee that 

the intereft of religion is gradually 

progrefling, and the boundaries of 

the Redeemer’s kingdom enlarging 

around us. ‘The torrent of immoe 

rality and vice, which bata little 

while ago, was {weeping all before 

it, is arrefted in its mad careers 

and the public morals and public 

fentiment are very much correéted 

and meliorated, under the beniga 

influence of the gofpel. In feve- 

ral places there has been a ferious 

attention to religion, and confide- 

rable additions have been made to 

the church, of thofe who were 

hopeful trophies of redeeming love, 

Although that religious ardour has 

yach abated, yet its happy cffects 



are ftill vifible, in the regular lives” 

and unfhaken aitachmint of the 

fubjeéis of it, to the crdinances and 

inititutions of religion 

Encouraged by thefe animating 

ing proipeéts, we humbly lock up 

to the great head of the church, to 

carry on his own work with pow- 

er, “ until his dominion fhal! ex 

tend from fea even to fea, and from 

the rivers unto the ends of the 

earth.”’ ( Northern Observer. 

New-York, July 22, 1806. 

SII SI 

We are favoured with the follow- 

ing lecter from Capt. Benjamin 

Wiches, dated London April 2d, 

38.6, which has lately been re- 

ceived by his friends in this 

place. Afim. Mag. 

t wrote you a few davs after 

my arrival at this place, and gave 

you I think fome general account 

of what had happened to me fince 

I faw you; hutas I do not remem 

her particulars, perhaps I may in 

this repeat fome things I have al- 

ready mentioned. We are going 

from London to Calcutta; two 

miffionaries with their wives are 

going with us from the baptift fo- 

ciety, and a young woman efpouf- 

ed to a miflionary already tn Ben- 

gal fromthe Loudon fociety, and 

thereto be married. On the t2th 

of laft month, the baptift miffion- 

aries were ordained at Oxford, and 

fet apart for the miffion at Bengal. 

of their miffion, and requefted that 

I would fet for their limner in Lone 

don, totake my likenefs, to be depo» 

fited among the moft noted of thofe 

that have been, arenow, and may 

hereafter be, engaged in this work. 

This has been done and whatever 

may be the confequence, I take it 

as I think it is meant, an expref- 

fion of gratitude to a ftranger, who 

has given fome proofs of favouring 

their caufe. On my return to Lone 

don I found that the Lord had blef- 

fed the miniftry of the Jew minif- 

ter and given him feveral feals to 

his miniftry from among his bre- 

thren. One evening lait week, I 

went with one of the miffionaries 

that is going with me, with two or 

three others, to drink tea with the 

Jew minifter. While we were at 

tea there came in two Jews that 

were awakened under that fermon 

woich you heard me fpeak of hear- 

ing him preach laft fall, which was 

the firit fruits of his labours. Thofe 

took tea with us, and after tea was 

over, there came in three other 

Jews the fruits of his miniftry, 

When they had fat down I[ count- 

ed our number, and found there 

were an equal number of both jews 

and gentiles, fix of each, on which 

[ obierved that there was a re- 

markable inftance before our eyes, 

of the partition wall, between the 

Jews and gentiles being broken 

down, and propofed, that we fhould 

I went to Oxford on this occafion, join together in prayer, and praife, 

and was witnels of a yery folemn 

fcene, and was treated with ail 

that tendernefs, that would have 

been cue to an eminently good 

and ufeful man. Alas! for us, 

how eafy is it for man to be mif- 

taken! The’e people went fo far 

in a full meeting cf their miffion- 

ary fociety toe vote me their thanks 

forthe part 1] had acted in favour 

which was readily agreed to, al- 

though the Jews had not hereto- 

fore feen {uch a thing, and per- 

haps fuch a thing. had not taken 

place fince the time of the Apof- 

tles, if ther. I lead in the exer- 

cife, the miffonary followed, and 

the Jew miniiler concluded. When 

the exercife was over, the Jews 

Loox us by our hands with fuck ex- 
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effions of love and brotherly af- 

tion as was truly graifying. 

The evening before laft, I went to 

take tea with the miffionaries at 

their lodgings, where I found a 

large company of chriftian people 

of different denominations affem- 

bled. Mr. Fuller, Sutcliff, and 

feveral other minifters,were among 

them alfo the Jew minifter, and 

feveral of his Jew converts, the 

way being opened laft week as 

mentioned above, for their mixing 

with the Gentiles. Here we held 

a very folemn exercife in prayer 

and praife. I was again appointed 

to lead, a miffionary of the Lon- 

don fociety followed, the Jew mi- 

nifter fucceeded, and Fuller and 

Sutcliff concluded. When the ex- 

ercife was over, the Jews were a- 

gain taken by the hand, by both 

mini(ters and people, and received 

in the bonds of brotherly love, 

as alive from the dead. Y efter- 

day morning | had on board the 

fhip to breakfaft, the miffionaries 

and their wives, feveral minifters 

of different denominations, and 

others to the number of about 

thirty. I would fain have had the 

Jews among them, but they could 

not come. Here we had an exer~ 

cife of prayer and praife, until 

near twelve o’clock, committing 

the miffionaries, the fhip and the 

crew, to the care of the blefied 

God, and praying for the fpread 

of the gofpel among the heathen, 

In the evening there was a meet- 

ing held at one of the baptilt meet- 

ing houfes, for the purpofe of dif- 

mifling the miffionaries from their 

country and kindred, to go among 

the heathenin Bengal. ‘This was 

a crowed and folemn affembly. 

After two minifters had prayed, 

“Mr. Fuler gave a word of exhor- 

tation and advice te the miffion- 

Zz 
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aries, that was truly affecting and 

impreflive. Now what hall we 

fay to thefe things, cannot we 

conclude that God is really with 

us, and take the comfort of it ? 

BENJAMIN WICKES, Sen. 

LS L 44 LS 

MISSION IN INDTA. 

Tue Rev. Charles Buchanan, 

A. M. Vice Provoft of the col'ege 

of Fort William, has lately pubd- 

lifhed a memoir concerning eccle- 

fiaftical eftablifhments in Indra, 

which contains much curious and 

va’uable information. The fup- 

je&t is no lefs than that of giving 

chr.ftianity, and with it civiliza- 

tion, to myriads of human beings, 

now funk in the grofleft ignorance, 

and abafed by the mott atrocious 

fuper{titions. For the promotion 

of this object, Mr. B. divides his 

tract into three principal parts : 

the firft relates to the care and 

prefervation of the chriflian faith 

amcng his own countrymen fetiled 

in India ; the fecond treats of the 

practicability of civilizing and 

converting the natives; and the 

third ftates the progrefs already 

made in that civilization, and in 

the planting of Chriftianity. Un- 

der each of thefe heads is contain. 

ed many articles which deferve 

the attention of every perfon an- 

xious to promote the progrefs of 

the Redeemer’s kingdom ; and 

which furnifh motives for encou- 

ragement for miffionary men to 

proceed in their labours. 

The following faéts are ftated 

in the dedication : 

** New fources of information 

on all Oriental fubjeéts, have been 

opened by the College of Fore 

William in Bengal. ‘Thofe per- 

fons who have held official fitua- 

tions in that inftitution during the 

laft four years, have had conflant 
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opportunities of obferving the con- 

duct, and of learning the opinions, 

of the moft intelligent natives. 

There are attached to the college, 

at this time, upwards of one hun- 

dred learned men, who have arriv- 

ed from different parts of India, 

Perfia, and Arabia. In fuch an 

affemblage, the manners and cuf- 

toms of remote regions are diitict- 

ly deferibed ; and their varyirg 

fentiments, religious and political, 

may be accuracely invettigated 

and compared. 

«© Of the learned Hindoos who 

have been employed as teachers, 

there were lately two fromthe De- 

can, who profefs the Chriltian 

faith ; and comport themfelves ac- 

cording to Chriflian manners. 

‘Two Proteftant miffionaries have 

alfe been attached to the inflitu- 

tion ; one of whom is leéturer in 

the Bengalee and Shanferit de- 

partment ; and has been for ma- 

ny years emploved in preaching 

in the Bengalee language to the 

natives in the North of Hindoo- 

ftan. The other ts a teacher of 

the Tamu! or Malabar language ; 

and has been long attached toa 

miffion in the fouth of the Penin- 

fula. 

«* More defirable means of ob- 

taining accurate and original in- 

telligence could not have been pre- 

fented to ary one, who wifhed to 

inveftigate tne {tate of the natives 

of India, with a view to their mo- 

yal] and rehgious improvement,” 

« Under the aufpices of Mar- 

qnis Wellefley, who, by favor of 

Providence, now prefides 1 the 

government of India, a verfion of 

the holy Scriptures may be expec- 

ted, not in one language alone, but 

in feven of the Oriental tongues ; 

in the Hindooftanee, Pei fian, Chi- 

weie, aud Malay 5 Ovifla, Make 

ratta, and Bengalefe; of which 

the four former are the primary 

and popylar languages of the Con- 

tinent and IJ fies of Afia. 

* In the centre of the Pagag 

world, and at the chief feat of fu. 

perftition and idolatry, thefe works 

are carried on ; andthe unconverte 

ed natives afiifl in the tranflations, 

Tne gofpels have already been 

tranflaced into the Perfian, Hin- 

dooitanee Mabratta, Oriffa, and 

Malay languages; and the whole 

Scriptures have been tranflated in- 

to the Bengalee language. One 

edition of the Bengalce Bible has 

been diftributed among the na- 

tives ; and a {econd is in the prefs 

for their ufe. A verfion of the 

Scriptures in the Chinefe lan, 

guage (the language of three hun- 

dred millions of men) has alfo beer 

undertaken ; anda portion of the 

woik 1s already printed off.” 

The fecond divifion of this me- 

moir treating of the practicability 

of civilizing and chriftianizing the 

natives of Hindooftan, will be 

read with increafing intere(t.— 

The following are fome of his ob« 

fervations on this fubj-¢t, 

“To civilize the Hindoos wilt 

be confidered, by moft men, our. 

duty; but isit practicable? and if 

practicable, would it be confiitent 

with a wile poliey ? It has been al. 

ledged by fome, that no direct 

means ought to be ufed for the 

moral improvement of the na. 

tives; and ict is not confidered \i- 

beral or politic to difturb their 

fuperititions. 

** Whether we ufe dire&t means 

or not, their fuperftttions will be 

diflurbed ucder the influence of 

Brith civilization. But we oughe 

firft to obferve that there are mul. 

titudes who have no faith at all. 

Neither Hiadoos nor Muffulmans, 
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ent caftd from every faitl:; they 

are of themfelves: fit objets for 

our beneficence, Subjeéts of the 

Britifh empire, they feex a catt 

anda religion, and claim. froma 

juft government the franchile of a 

human ¢reature. 

“* And as to thofe who: havea 

faith, that faith, we aver, will be 

difturbed, whether we with it or 

mot, under the influerice of Britith 

principles: this is a truthconfirm. 

ed by experience. Their preju- 

dices weaken daily in every Euro- 

pean fettlement. Their fangui- 

Mary rites cannot now bear the 

fioonday of Englitt: obfervation : 

and the intelligent among them 

are afhamed to confefs the abfurd 

principles of their own cafts. As 

for extreme delicacy towards the 

fuperftitions of the H'ndoos, they 

underftand it not. Their igno. 

rance and apathy are fo extreme, 

that no means of initru&ion will 

give them ferious offence, except 

pofitive violence*.” 

<¢ The moral ftate of the Hin. 

doos is reprefented as being {til 

worfe than that ofthe Manome- 

tans; Thofe who have had the 

beft opportunities of knowing 

them, and who have known them 

for the longett time, concur in des 

claring that neither truth, nor he 

nefty, honour, gratitude, nor cha- 

rity, is to be foand pure in tie 

breaft of a Hindoo. How can it 

be otherwife? ‘The Hindoo chil 

dren have no moral izfruction. if 

the inhabitants of the Briuih ries 

had no moral inftruction, would 

they be moral ? The Hindoos have 

no moral dooks, What branch of 

their mythology has not more of 

faifhood and vice init, than of 

truth and virtue? They have no 

moral gods. The robber and the 

proftitute lift up their hands with 

the infant and the priefts, before 

an horrible idol of clay painted 

red, deformed and difgulting as 

the vices which are practifed be- 

fore itt. 

“ You will fometimes hear it 

faid'that the Hindoosare’a mildand 

paflive people: They have apathy 

rather than mildneis; their hebe- 

tude of mind is, perhaps, their 

chief negative virtue, They area 

SLI OL LD IDL LES” 

@<« The Chriftian miffionary is’ always followed by crowds of the 

common pzople, who liften with great pleafure'to- the difputation bes 

tween him.and the Brahmins; and. are not alittle amufled when the 

Brahmins depart,, and appoint another day for the difcuffion. The 

people fometimes bring back the Brahmins by conftraint, and urge 

them to the conteft again ” 

+ * The Hindoofuperftition has: been denominated: /arcrvious and 

bloo/y. Thatit is bloody, is manifeft from the daily inftances of the 

female facrifice, and of the commiflion of fanguinary or painful rites. 

The ground of the former epithet.may be difcovered in the defcription 

of their religious ceremonies: ‘ There is in molt fects a right-handed 

or decent path: and.a left handed or indecent mode of worthip.” 

“« See Effay on the Religious:Ceremonies of the Brahmins, by H: T. 

* Colebrooke, Efq. Afiat. Res. vol: vii, p. 281. That fuch a princi- 

ple thoald have beensadmicted as fyftematic into any religion on earths 

may be confidered as the laft effort of mental depravity in the invention) 

of a {uperitition to blind the underitanding, and to Corrupt the heart 
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race of men of weak bodily frame, 

and they have a mind conformed 

to it, timid and abje& in the ex. 

treme. They are paffive enough 

to receive any vicious imprefficn. 

‘Lhe Englith government found it 

neceflary lately to enaé a law a- 

gaintt parents facrificing their own 

children. In the courie of the laft 

fix months, one hundred and fix- 

teen wc men were burnt alive with 

the bodies of their deceafed huf- 

bands within thirty miies round 

Caicutta the moft civilized quarter 

of Bengal.* But, independently 

of their fuperftiticus practices, they 

aie defcribed by cempetent judg- 

felf at times in a rage and infatna- 

tion, which is without example 

among any other people.+ 

IIIS 

Extraéts of letters from Mr. 

Carey to a Friendin Ldins 

bur gh. 

Sept. 27 1804. 

Tue means afforded of {pread- 

ing gofpel light, by difperfing the 

word of God and pamphiets, 

have been great, and the exertions 

of our friends very generous ; and 

though the light ftruck up be bus 

asaipaik, it has glanced upon 

es as being of a {pirit virdicuve 

and mercilefs; exhibiting  it- 

very many. Yet, froma calcue 

lation mace a few days ago, it ape 

SSIS IIS 

© «« From Apri! to O&ober, 1804. 

t*‘ Lord Teignmouth, while Prefident of the Afiat'e Society in Ben. 

gai, delivered a difcourfe, in which he illaftrated the revengetul and 

pitilefs {pirit of the Hindoos, by inftances which had come within his 

own knowledge while refident at Benares. 

** In 1791, Soodifhter Meer, a Bramin, having refufed to obey 4 

fummons iflued by a civil officer, a force was fent to compel obedience. 

To intimidate them, or to fatiatea {pirit of revenge in himfelf, he fas 

crificed one of his own family. On their approacning his houfe, he cut 

off the head of his deceafed ion’s widow and threw it out. 

“‘In 1793, a Brahmin, named Balloo, had a quarrel with a man a= 

out a field, and by way of revenging himfelf on this man, he killed 

his own daughter. * I became angry, faid he, and enraged at his for. 

bidding me to plough the field, and bringing my own little daughter 

eamanrs. who was only a year and a halt old, | killed her with my 

word.’ 

«* About the fame time, an a& of matricide was perpetrated by 

two Bramins, Beechuk and Adher. Thefe two men conceiving them. 

felves to have been injured by fome perfcnsin a certain village, they 

brought their mother to an adjacent sivulet, and calling aloud to the 

people of the village, * Becchuk drew his icymetar, and, at one ftroke, 

ievered his mother’s head from the body ; with the profefled view, as 

avowed both by parent and fon, that the mother’s {pirit might forever 

haunt thoie who had injured them,’ Adiai. Res. vol. iv. p. 337. 
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that it will require the ex- 

iture of a fum not lefs than 

250,000/. fterling, to furnifh every 

tweifih perfon in Bengal with a 

New Teftament, at the cheapeft 

rate that we can print them: What 

then muft we fay of the whole of 

Hindooftan and the furrounding 

conntries? The profpe&t on one 

fide almoft finks our hopes; but 

the promife and faithtulnefs of 

God encourages us tO go On,— 

«© The earth mult be filled with 

the knowledge of the Lord:” 

This knowledge muft be convey- 

ed by the word of his grace, pub- 

lifhed and preached. Compared 

with the greatnefs of the work, 

the means are but {mall; and, 

perhaps, zhree fourths of thofe 

means which God has committed 

to his church are witheld, by the 

influence of cultom, preconceived 

Opinions of cuurch government, 

timidity, conformity tothe world, 

luxury, covetoufnefs, or other e- 

vils; perhaps few feel as they 

ought, the fin of not devoting 

ALL their talents, influence, and 

{ubitance to the Lord. 

8th Feb, 1805. 

The fecond edition of the New 

Teftament is getting forward.— 

We fkipped over Luke, Aéts, and 

Romans, intending to print ten 

thoufand copies of thefe three 

books to give away, where a 

whole New Teftament might be 

improper. We are now in the 

firit epiftle to the Theffalonians ; 

and of the ten thoufand, Luke is 

nearly finifhed. The ten firft 

chapters of Matthew are printed 

in Mahratta, at Dr. Haunter’s 

prefs; Matthew, and part of 

“Mark, in Hindoftanee; and the 

third volume of the Old Tefta- 

ment, Job and tiie fecond edition 

of the Pfalms to Pfalm 136, ave 

printed. The New Teftameat is 

nearly all tranflated into Mahratta 

and Oareea; and a gentleman is 

tranflating the New Teftament in- 

to Malay. 

PLL SSS" 

Fxtract of aletter from Mrs. 

Marshman, Wife of one of 

the Missionaries. 

‘¢ As it is the defire of our bre- 

thren to fpread the gofpel as wide- 

ly as poflible, they mean, as often 

as any brother can be {pared from 

home, to place him out, after he 

has learned the language, at the 

diftance of fifty or a hundred 

miles; putting him at the fame 

time into a little way of bufinefs, 

whereby he may employ a num- 

ber of the natives, and at the 

fame time make known to them 

fomething of the bleffed way of 

life. Thus brother Chamberlain 

is ftationed at Cutwa, about ahun- 

dred miles up the river. We 

bought him a piece of ground, 

built him a bungalow, and put 

him into the cloth way. He em- 

ploys a number of weavers, gives 

them a littie money in hand; they 

find every thing, and make the 

cloth at their own houfes; when 

done they bring it home, and re- 

ceive the reft of the money; with 

which we {upply him from Sesame 

ore. 

«© My firft bufinefs in the mors 

ning is to fee that the children 

(forty or forty five in number) 

are bathed and dreffed fit for the 

day. At feven, the writing-fchcol 

commences; at eight, worfhip 

and breakfait; at nine, fchool be- 

gins again, and continues til] the 

bell rings for dinner, at haif paft 

one ; atthree, fchool again, whick 

ends at half paft five; and by thw 

time every thing is putin order 
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race of men of weak bodily frame, 

and they have a mind conformed 

to it, timid and abje& in the ex. 

treme. They are paflive enough 

to receive any vicious impreffion. 

{he Englith government found it 

neceflary lately to enaé& a law a- 

gaintt parents facrificing their own 

children. In the courie of the laft 

fix months, one hundred and fix- 

teen wc men were burnt alive with 

the bodies of their deceafed huf- 

bands within thirty mies round 

Caicutta the moft civilized quarter 

of Bengal.* But, independently 

of thei: fuperftiticus practices, they 

aie defcribed by cempetent judg- 

felf at times in a rage and infatnae 

tion, which is without example 

among any other people.+ 

III I* 

Extraéts of letters from Mr, 

Carey to a Friendin Edin 

burgh. 

Sept. 27 1804, 

Tue means afforded of {pread- 

ing gofpel light, by difperfing the 

word of God and pamphiets, 

have been great, and the exertions 

of our friends very generous ; and 

though the light ftruck up be bus 

asaipark, it has glanced upon 

es as being of a {pirit virdictive 

and mercilefs; exhibiting  it- 

very many. Yet, from a calcu- 

lation made a few days ago, it ape 

Tat A a A at 

© «« From April to Odtober, 1804. 

t‘* Lord Teignmouth, while Prefident of the Afiat’c Society in Bens 

gai, delivered a difcourfe, in which he illaftrated the revengetul and 

pitilefs {pirit of the Hindoos, by inftances which had come within his 

own knowledge while refident at Benares. 

** In 1791, Soodifhter Meer, a Bramin, having refuied to obey 4 

fummons uffued by a civil officer, a force was fent to compel obedience. 

To intimidate them, or to fatiate a {pirit of revenge in himfelf, he fa. 

crificed one of his own family. Qn their approacning his houfe, he cut 

off the head of his deceafed fon’s widow and threw it out. 

“‘In1793, a Brahmin, named Balloo, had a quarrel with a man a~ 

Eout a field, and by way of revenging himfelf on this man, he killed 

his own daughter. * I became angry, faid he,“and enraged at his for. 

bidding me to plough the field, and bringing my own little daughter 

ae who was Only a year and a halt old, I killed her with my 

word.’ 

«‘ About the fame time, an act of matricide was perpetrated by 

two Bramins, Beechuk and Adher. Thefe two men conceiving them. 

felves to have been injured by fome perfonsin a certain village, they 

brought their mother to an adjacent sivulet, and calling aloud to the 

people of the village, * Becchuk drew his icymetar, and, at one ftroke, 

jevered his mother’s head from the body; with the profeffed view, as 

avowed both by parent and fon, that the mother’s {pirit might forever 

haunt thoie who had injured them,’ Ajiat. Res. vol. iv. p. 337. 
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that it will require the ex- 

diture of a fum not lefs than 

250,000/. fterling, to furnifh every 

tweifth perfon in Bengal with a 

New Teftament, at the cheapeft 

rate that we can print them: What 

then muft we fay of the whole of 

Hindooftan and the furrounding 

conntries? The profpect on one 

fide almoft finks our hopes; bat 

the promife and faithtulnefs of 

God encourages us tO go on.— 

«© The earth mult be filled with 

the knowledge of the Lord-” 

This knowledge muft be convey- 

ed by the word of his grace, pub- 

lifhed and preached. Compared 

with the greatnefs of the work, 

the’ means are but {mall; and, 

perhaps, zhree fourths of thofe 

means which God has committed 

to his church are witheld, by the 

influence of cultom, preconceived 

Opinions of cuurch government, 

timidity, conformity to the world, 

luxury, covetoufnefs, or other e- 

vils; perhaps few feel as they 

ought, the fin of not devoting 

ALL their talents, influence, and 

{ubftance to the Lord. 

8th Feb, 1805. 

The fecond edition of the New 

Teftament is getting forward.— 

We fkipped over Luke, Aéts, and 

Romans, intending to print ten 

thoufand copies of thefe three 

books to give away, where a 

whole New Teftament might be 

improper. We are now in the 

firit epiftle to the Theffalonians ; 

and of the ten thoufand, Luke is 

nearly finifhed. The ten firf 

chapters of Matthew are printed. 

in Mahratta, at Dr. Haunter’s 

prefs; Matthew, and part of 

_ Mark, in Hindoltanee; and the 

third volume of the Old Tefta~ 

ment, Job and tiie fecond edition 

of the Pfalms to Pfalm 136, ave 

printed. The New Teftameat is 

nearly all tranflated into Mahratta 

and Oareea; and a gentleman is 

tranflating the New Teftament in- 

to Malay. 

PLL LS LS 

Fxtraét of aletter from Mrs. 

Marshman, Wife of one of 

the Missionaries. 

«* As it is the defire of our bre- 

thren to fpread the gofpel as wide- 

ly as poflible, they mean, as often 

as any brother can be {pared from 

home, to place him out, after he 

has learned the language, at the 

diftance of fifty or a hundred 

miles; putting him at the fame 

time into a little way of bufinefs, 

whereby he may employ a num- 

ber of the natives, and at the 

fame time make known to them 

fomething of the bleffed way of 

life. Thus brother Chamberlain 

is ftationed at Cutwa, about ahune- 

dred miles up the river, We 

bought him a piece of ground, 

built him a bungalow, and put 

him into the cloth way. He em- 

ploys a number of weavers, gives 

them a littie money in hand; they 

find every thing, and make the 

cloth at their own houfes; when 

done they bring it home, and re- 

ceive the reft of the money; with 

which we fupply him from Sexam- 

ore. 

«¢ My firft bufinefs in the more 

ning is to fee that the children 

(forty or forty five in number) 

are bathed and dreffed fit for the 

day. At feven, the writing-fchcol 

commences; at eight, worfhip 

and breakfait; at nine, fchool be- 

gins again, and continues till the 

bell rings for dinner, at half paft 

one ; atthree, fchool again, whict 

ends at half paft five ; and by thw 

time every thing is putin order 
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tea is ready 3 and after tea, wor- 

fiip immediately. By the time 

all is over, and the children are 

in bed, it is generally nine o”- 

clock ; after which time is my ho- 

ly-day, to read, write, or werk. 

But [ am often fo overcome with 

fatigue, and the {corching heat of 

the day, that: I feel nether: will 

por pewer to doany thing at all's 

and when | fit down. to converfe 

with you, it is with a weary bo- 

dy, a ftupid-fou!, and dim eycs.— 

But I am fore of having all my 

faults lightly paffed over, and all 

covered with love.” 

Evan. Mag. 
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ORIGINAL POETRY. 

The works of Creation, the Law, and the Gospet. 

1. Tux works declare thee, Lord, 

Moft mighty, wife and good ; 

Fields, floods, and fkies from age to age 

Thy witneffes have ftood. 

2 Thy perfect righteoufnefs 

Is by thy law made known; 

Sinai with awful voice proclaims 

How holy is thy throne. 

3 Yet, Lord, thy gofpel fhines 

With brighter, gentler rays; 

For finners here thy mercy learn, 

And tafte thy pard’ning grace. 

4 Thy law reveals.our guilt 

But no deliv’rance fhews ; 

Nor can creation’s ftores afford: 

A balm to heal our woes. 

5 But when we fee thy Son 

Expiring for our fins, 

We feel new life and peace and joy, 

‘ And heav’n on earth begins. 

fei & We blefs the wondrous work 

a Of wifdom, truth and love: 

dev. Thy gofpel which fufains us. now. 

a) Shall b< our fong above, 

ASPASIO. 
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Monumental Inseriptions. “ 

it “> mere 2 
Ns Tue fting of ghaftly death is fin, 

| The law gives fia its pow’r: 

A foul expofed to wrath divine 

Muft dread a dying hour. 

y But thanks to God who reigns on high, 

His mercy be ador’d, 

Who grants to us the victory 

Through Jefus Chrift our Lord. Ae 

iI. oe. 

O death, where is thy fting? ae 

Grave, where’s thy victory ? 

All praife to Chrift my King, 

I conquer though I die. y 

And foon my fleeping duft fhall rife 2 

To reign with him above the {kies. fae 

IIL. le 

Through death’s dark door all foon mul go ie 

To endlefs joy or endlefs woe: ee 

Paufe, reader, afk thyfelf, am I 

Prepar’d fhould [be called to die? Ne 

iV. 

Fix’d on the Saviour’s love and pow’r : 

Faith triumphs in a dying hour : : i 

The foul efcap’d from fhades of night ) . ha 

Needs faith no more, but lives by fight. | om 

V. 

The man whofe hopes are plac’d on high 

Fears notto fee his end arrive: ae 

Reader, if thou like him wouldft die, ee . 

Refolve betimes like him to live. Ee. 

a a 
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Errata. Line. Page. 

For attention, read alteration, from top, 6th. 110. ; 

denuncinations, read denunciations 16th. —. , 

felm, read film, Sth, 111. Lar, 

maffacree, read maffacre, 15th. 112. [% 

lead. read led, 19th. —, . 

irrififtable read irrefrftible, 7th. 114. i 

wandering, read wavering, i7ih —. i 
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