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ARTICLE I

THREE PROGRESSIVE EXPERIMENTS IN HUMAN GOVERN-
MENT.

By Joszru F. Turrpz, Marietta College, Olno.

Ouns is a world of experiment. Cit: lvpea;ed experiment,
and as oft repeated failure, are necessary to secire- even' an
approximation to perfection. Art has its mfaacy, its ancilti-
vated youth, and then the ripe beauties of-manhveg. .Science
at first shoots out rays dimmer than starlizhs, then come the
long and joyous beams of light, flashing from beneath the
horizon, then the sun itself emerges, and careers upward to
the full blaze of noonday. Literature at first stammers with
barsh utterance, experiment converts this into the mellow tones
of luxuriant but undisciplined marhood, and finally chastens
this unpruned luxuriance into the angelic strains which flow
from the lips of a Shakspeare and a Milton.

The Creator has not enthroned his creatures on the pin-
nacle of perfection. Effort must be expended, mind devel-
oped, genius waked up, energies fired, to realize the ideal
perfection which burns so brightly in the human soul.
Wheresoever the creature may rank, or whatever his origiaal
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power, he will behold reared above him mountains which his
spirit will strive to scale, and when these have been attained,
still other and mightier mountains will greet his eye, and
arouse the godlike energies of his soul. Progress is a law
of the rational universe. It was never intended that the
soul, the offspring and image of Deity, should remain the
passive recipient of blessings conferred by Omnipotence.
That were an unworthy destiny. Thought, ceaseless and
pleasurable, was destined to range over an infinite field, for-
ever winging a bolder flight, and exploring the beautiful and
grand so munificently scattered throughout infinity. In a
word, it was the design of God that mind should revel in the
delicious joys of activity, of progress, of eagerly reaching for-
ward to its ideal perfection, and yet forever realize that such
an idea of perfection is only consummated in God.

With these thoughts in mind, it will not seem strange that
men were left to experiment on the different modes of na-
tional government. For ages this world has been one vast

. workshop, and the gemus of man the indefatigable statuary.

his heart'lms .throbbed ‘wildly, as he fancied his hope fulﬁlled
But fiis Totta wis as the lifelike statue of Pygmalion. As
G’ne m'nsg gnad onthe delicate image, he became enamoured
with its bewltchmg loveliness, but with all its delicate beauty
and bewitching loveliness, it was cold marble. No ethereal
fire warmed it into immortality, and it soon perished. Again
the statuary toils for the desired end. At length his breath is
almost suspended with joy, as he beholds another form mould-
ed into full proportion, not so symmetrical as the former, yet
not destitute of symmetry. Its magnificent bust, its brawny
limbs, its iron sinews, gave token of extraordinary power.
It moved and breathed, but its lustreless eye gave no evidence

of immortal fire kindled at the seat of life. Its countenance
was stern, and its hand swayed an inexorable sceptre. As
the elated artist gazed upon this child of his genius, he
thought that beauty, power, life, were here combined in per-
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fection. For ages it remained apparently the heir of immor-
tality. The nations bowed submissively to its yoke. Then
it began to decay, it tottered, it fell ; it was not immortal.

Despair now seemed to gather around the artist, as he be-
held the signal defeat of his cherished hopes. It was then—
if I may be permitted to follow out the figure—that a beam
of light from heaven flashed upon his soul and inspired his
energies anew. Under the master-touches of genius another
magoificent form was developed from the massive marble.
The delicate beauty of the first creation combined with the
lordly grandeur of the second. But the current of life leap-
ing through the transparent veins, the eye kindled into the
impassioned light of thought, and the countenance resplen-
dent with the emotions of soul, all showed that the breath of
immortality had waked the lifeless marble into deathless life.
That was the ideal perfection, realizing the combination of
beauty, power, tmmortality.

But to speak in plain terms, may not these figures be rep-
resentatives of three grand experiments in human govern-
ment, which either have been made or are now making in the
world? In a certain sense all the experiments conducted
among different nations, may be considered as modifications
of these three, G'recian Democracy, Roman Law, and Chris-
tian Republicanism. It is proposed to develope at some
length each of these systems, considering them as steps of
progression toward perfection in human government.

Democracy in its purest form was the prevailing system
of government in Greece. In other countries the patriarchal
rule of families ripened into despotism, reducing the masses
under the power of irresponsible men. But in Greece, from
the very first, there was manifested a passion for popular free-
dom, which burnt brightly until quenched in blood by Roman
pawer. Nor is it any well founded objection to this assertion,
theat such men as the thirty tyrants, Pericles, and Themistocles,
exercised arbitrary power over the people ; for «the thirty,”
by their horrid excesses during a single year, endeavoring to
stifie the spirit of freedom, really added fuel to the flame, and
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fanned it into incontrollable fury : whilst such men as Pericles
and Themistocles perverted eloquence, the true child of free-
dom, to lull the people to peace, and then lead them to tyran-
nize over themselves.

But let us glance at the theory of a government occupy-
ing 2000 years in working out its appropriate results. Six-
teen centuries elapsed in bringing this system to its acme.
The democratic principle was diffused throughout Greece, but
often manifested itself in outbursts of popular passion, at times
threatening the very existence of the different tribes. Of
course, at first, every thing was as rough as the block of mar-
ble just taken from the mountain, but every war, every insur-
rection, every revolution, every law enacted, tried and repeal-
ed, every step in the arts, science, and literature, were like
the skilful strokes of a statuary. As age after age passed,
democracy in theory assumed a beauty which can only be
figured forth by the master works of their own sculptors.
The Athenian government may be considered as the model
of Grecian democracy, and he must indeed be destitute of en-
thusias, who has looked upon this without admiration.
Their fleets and armies are led on to victory by men whom
the people dlected : if these commanders acted a noble part,
from the people they received their richest reward, whilst the
coward and the waitor were hurled headlong to ruin by the
same potent sovereign. Had a citizen been wronged, he
plead his cause before the people. Had high-handed crime
been committed, the people pronounced the condemnation.
Had the state suffered loss or insult, the people in full assem-
bly weighed the wrong or insult, and denounced public ven-
geance. This was the great wibunal of the nation, the su-
preme arbiter, the fountain of law and power.

Nor was this assembly in its perfection the tumultuous
rabble some have supposed. No indecent levity or trifling
disgraced the deliberations of these popular governors, but all
their assemblies were epened with solemn sacrifices to the
gods, with mvocations for wisdom and prudence to be com-
municated to every citizen. The 'rich did not overshadow
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the poor, but the meanest citizen weighed as much as the
loftiest in the enactment of public decrees. Nor did the
youth forget to pay due respect to old age ; all waited for the
words of wisdom which might fall from the lips of their an-
cients. Indeed, in some respects, the Athenian Assembly
might be held up as a model for some modern legislatures
making far higher pretensions to decorum and dignity. The .
influence of this body in kindling suns of eloquence, whose
brightness has astonished all succeeding ages, need not be
mentioned, nor is it necessary to allude to the very defect, so
far as the purposes of justice were concerned, exhibited in
this fact. Suffice it to say that the very deformity, gross
though it be when squared with justice, has added an imper-
ishable grandeur to Grecian democracy. The potent energies
of eloquence no doubt were perverted, but with all its perver-
sions we mention admiringly the singular instrument which
swayed the .minds of multitudes, and gilds with bright rays
the system which gave it birth.

And in glancing rapidly over this system, we must not
omit the venerable tribunal of wisdom, the Areopagus. At
first sight this may seem inconsistent with pure democracy,
but really is not. For none but men who had discharged
faithfully the duties of the Archonship could be admitted to
membership in this court. The people elected the Archons,
and for ten years must these officers, having reached a full
maturity previous to election, discharge their high and respon-
sible trust, as a probationary trial before admission into this
august body. The nobility of the Areopagus may be inferred
from a single fact. Pericles, a man of lofty genius, adding
glory to his country’s name by a series of brilliant public ac-
tions, and by a liberal patronage of art, science, and literature,
rendering Athens illustrious to this day, was not able to se-
cure admittance, because he had not discharged the prelimi-
nary duties, and obtained a character of unblemished probity.
And it is the darkest stain on the fame of this remarkable
man, that with all his munificent patronage of genius, he
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sought to ruin the Areopagus, because he could not share the
highest honor conferred on an Athenian.

It was in the hands of such men that the Athenian peo-
ple intrusted the care of the public morals, of having the
public decrees faithfully executed, and of judging in some
criminal cases of a difficult and trying nature. No breathings
. of eloquence kindled the Areopagite’s soul, except the elo-
quence of simple truth; no culprit’s countenance, clothed
with the woes of a saddened heart, in mute yet eloquent sor-
row appealed to his pity and sympathy. In silence only
disturbed by the brief testimony of the witness, and in dark-
ness only relieved by the dim starlight of heaven, this magni-
ficent court of ancient men uttered their authoritative decisions.
A more impressive scene of judicial grandeur has never been
witnessed on the earth. It will be readily perceived that such
a tribunal, situated in the very centre of the democratic sys-
tem, exerted & powerful influence in conducting Athens to the
zenith of its prosperity.

The perfection of Grecian democracy was attained during
the period embraced between the years 600 B. C. and 322
B. C., a period of 278 years. The boundaries of this period
are the birth of Solon and the death of Demosthenes. No-
ble names in the arts, sciences, and in literature, preceded So-
lon and succeeded Demosthenes, but the bright constellations,
bestudding the intellectual firmament and reverentially men-
tioned by the scholar, are found in the period specified. This
was the age of Socrates, and Plato, and Aristotle, exhuming
from the rich quarries of truth, thoughts exalted and immortal.
This was the age of Hippocrates and Asclepiades, extorting
from Nature her remedial secrets. This was the age of He-
rodotus, and Thucydides, and Xenophon, recording on im-
perishable tablets the achievements of nations, the glories of
their rise, the fatalities of their fall. This was the age of
Aschylus, and Sophocles, and Euripides, calling from the
human soul its deep and pent-up emotions,- by their sublime
delineations of nature. This was the age of Zeuxis and
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Parrhasius, the first duping the birds by his grapes painted so
naturally, and the last deceiving Zeuxis himself by a picture
apparently veiled with silk. This was the age of Philo and
Scopas, and Phidias and Praxiteles and Ctesiphon, whose
genius conceived and erected the Temple of Diana, the Acro-
polis with its Parthenon and Temple of Jupiter, and filled the
Grecian cities with palaces and temples of the most gorgeous
magnificence ; whose genius wrought into lifelike perfection
a thousand matchless statues of men and gods. This was
the age of heroes in eloquence, when profligacy and corruption
trembled before the consuming indignation of Demosthenes,
when Pericles by this magic weapon swayed, for forty years,
a despotic sceptre, when eloquence became so mighty as to
madden the people to ostracise and slay the great and good,
when it fired national indignation, and discharged terrible ven-
geance on its enemies.

Such was the period during which Grecian democracy
reached its acme, when the genius of man placed upon it the
delicate lineaments and exquisite polish of perfection. It was
a superb statue chiseled into symmetry and beauty. It was
the magpnificent representative of life, and for a time it seem-
ed incredible that such magnificence and beauty could be
otherwise than immortal. But it was only a beautiful, lifeless
image, unlike the fabled beauty which Pygmalion wrought
from the rough marble, and which, at his impassioned prayer,
the Goddess of Beauty inspired with life. No genial breath
from Heaven gave this a beating heart, and bounding life-cur-
rent, and in a short time it perished. The first great experi-
ment in human government was completed in its fall.

Let us now trace out the second governmental experiment,
Roman Law. This will be found to possess no less interest
than the former, since it bears directly upon those grand evo-
lutions in government, which it requires ages to perfect. With
as much certainty, as the torchlight of history can give, we
 learn that about four hundred and fifty years were occupied in
preparing the elements, which when combined constituted the

Roman State, The Pelasgi from the southeast of Europe
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and the Trojan fugitives, mingling with the petty tribes of
Italy, prepared the materials for the most terrible government
that has ever controlled mankind, and when at length the fa-
bled son of Mars commenced the work, every thing was
ready for genius and ambition to lay the foundation of a
mighty state.

From the time when Tullus inflicted summary vengeance
upon the traitor Mettus, until Cato perished in a mean Afri-
can city, by his own hand, the striking characteristic of the
nation was the enactment of the severest laws and the most
rigid submission to them. It is this feature which claims our
particular attention, since it was this which rendered Roman
legions invincible, Rome the empress of nations, and inspired
the hope that now the element of national immortality had
been discovered. In all the outlines of this system there is
nothing so beautiful and fascinating as in Grecian democracy.
Beauty even in cold marble excites admiration and delight.
But in this second creation, produced by the ingenious statu-
ary from the rough materials of society, beauty is not the pre-
dominating characteristic. It is power, the power of law,
which clothes its mighty limbs with brawn and muscle, placing
in its hand a rod terrible to the transgressor, and freezing
its very countenance into the relentlessness of justice. This
characteristic is observable throughout the whole Roman pol-
ity. The child was subjected to the arbitrary power of the
parent, for life and death, and the parent’s decision was final ;
the sceptred ruler, the sacred priest, the idolized general, not
being exempted. In this severe school the first stern lessons
of implicit obedience to law were branded deeply into the
Roman’s heart. The influence of that one lesson was felt
throughout the state, and perhaps contributed more than any
single cause to the accumulated power of ¢ the eternal city.”
In this one particular Rome may justly share with Sparta
what the historian terms her “magnificent epithet,” dopaciy-
Boorog, tarther of men, since most truly this patriarchal despo-
tism crushed the passions of childhood into submisson, and dis-
ciplined a nation of men obedient to law. Ta such an extent
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was obedience to law carried that we seldom read of infuni-
ated mobs trampling on law, and hastening in pursuit of ven-
geance. And when such scenes were exhibited, the laws
were so interpreted and executed, that even Romans could no
longer endure them.

In a state like Rome, it was essential that law should exert
a perfect and absolute control over the soldiery ; and here we
see the perfection of obedience. The law committed to the
commander despotic power, with the single check of being
held answerable to his country for its correct exercise. ‘The
most fearful penalties were suspended over the soldier, and at
any moment he might be hurried away to execution. Coward-
ice was the most disgraceful crime. To sleep, when a post
had been committed to him, no matter how arduous the march
or battle of the previous day, caused the soldier to be executed.
Disobedience to any issued command resulted in the same
condign punishment ; and it is worthy of notice, that seldom
does a murmur escape the criminal’s fellows. So completely
had the doctrine of obedience been inculcated, that the most
flagrant outrages were held sacred, if they only issued from the
legal tribunal. When the soldier had taken the military oath
to his general, bribes and threatenings were powerless. The
obligation to obey was sacred as his honor, cherished as life,
and controlling as his hope of an honorable death.

Perhaps no one thing illustrated the stern adherence of the
Roman soldiers to law so strikingly, as the cheerfulness with
which they completed the most fatiguing marches by securing
their encampment with the deep ditch and high rampart.
This was a labor of hours, but was never omitted. The Ro-
man would as quickly violate the law of nature demanding
food, as the martial law commanding this laborious precaution
against enemies. It was this fact which elicited the admira-
tion of their enemy, Pyrrhus. ¢« Megacles, the array of these
barbarians is by no means barbarous: we shall see whether
other circumstances will correspond with this appearance.”
Threats, flattery, importunity, were lighter than vanity when
urged on Fabricius, the noble personation of Roman regard
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for law in that age ; and the magnanimous courage of an army
like him, at a cost of 15,000 slain, extorted from the aston-
ished Pyrrhus the exclamation, “If we gain such another
victory, we are inevitably ruined.” And whose mind has not
been filled with admiration at the regard for the laws of nature
shown by Fabricius, whilst warning Pyrrhus against his traitor-
ous physician—by Camillus, scourging back to his own city
the execrable wretch offering to betray his patrons’ children, .
although those patrons were the enemies of Rome! And
does the Roman General prohibit duels with, the enemy on
pain of death, and his own high-spirited son, exasperated by
the insults offered his country, in defiance of law rush to the
conflict, and return with the spoils of theslain insulter? Law
must take its victim. The young hero is ordered to instant
execution, that his fate may impress on all the stern nature of
law, and the fearful penalty of transgressing, even nobly. Are
the sons of Brutus convicted of treason ? Brutus ceases to
be a father, and assumes the sternness of a judge. The tears
of his sons, the sympathy of his friends, the yearnings of natu-
ral affection, are completely swallowed up in his reverence for
law. Law must be maintained, though it blight the dearest
longings of the soul, and convert earth into the grave of all
that is lovely and cherished. And even in the mad riotings
of the mob may be traced the same reverence for law. The
populace were roused to vengeance when Virginius, brandish-
ing the blade dripping with the blood of his beautiful daughter,
frantically shouted, ¢ Tyrant, by this blood I devote thy head
to the infernal gods!” The nation, maddened to frenzy,

grasped the tardy sword of justice and smote down an infa-

mous royalty, when Brutus, flinging aside his assumed idiocy,

raised toward heaven the dagger reeking eloquently with the

blood of violated innocence, and in terrible tones imprecated

the curse of the gods on the fiendish violator. In these cases,

the laws of nature and of Rome had been torn from their
© sacred pedestal, and outraged Romans only executed a just

vengeance on the sacrilegious wretches who dared to lay un-~

holy hands upon the enshrined object of @ Roman’s adoration !
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Nor may we entirely pass by one feature of this system in
its nature highly conservative—the Roman Senate. The
wisest men in the nation were embraced in this legislative body.
No means were spared to render it the most august tribunal on
earth, and, except the Areopagus, it actually stood unrivalled
among the ancients. The nobleness of this body was greatly
promoted by the singular power conferred upon the Censors.
These were constituted the guardians of the public morals,
and no class of men were exempt from the tremendous power
of their sentences. A very peculiar fact concerning this office
is, that during the four hundred years of its existence it was
occupied by men, with few exceptions, distinguished for their
probity, intelligence, love of law, and morality. To such
men, elected not because they might be Plebeians or Patri-
cians, but because they were the best men in the nation, was
committed the guardianship of the Senate. At the end of
every fifth year this high officer was privileged to expel any
Senator judged by him to be unworthy of membership. In
the hands of men of whom great Cato stands the noblest repre-
sentative, we may well infer that the Roman Senate, in its
days of glory, was one of the noblest assemblages ever seen.
The Roman aspiring to become a Senator must pass his pro-
bation in civil and military life, and possess a character so
unblemished that the Catos of Rome could not prohibit the
honor.  Gravity, wisdom, moderation, piety to the gods, char-
acterized their movements, and the majority of them wore the
most splendid of ornaments, the crown of honorable gray hairs.

Such was the assembly which wielded an immense influ-
ence on the destinies of Rome. Cicero called it “Ordo
amplissimus et sanctissimus ; summum Populi Romani, popu-
lorumque et gentium omnium ac Regum cousilium.” No
wonder that Cinneas, the ambassador of Pyrrhus, after
beholding this magnificent and venerable body, exclaimed to
his inaster, ¢ that the Roman Senate seemed to him an assem-
bly of kings.” No wonder that Brennus and his savage
Gauls, entering the Senate-chamber, mistook the venerable
Senators for the gods of the city, and regarded them with
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reverence, until the kinglike rebuke of an insulted Senator
kindled the passions of the barbarians, and gave up the city to
the unmitigated horrors of sword and fire.

But in this luxuriant field there is danger of satiety, and
enthusiasm must be checked. And yet, who can traverse
this field without drinking in the inspiration of the past, and
standing by the side of the noble, the unforgotten, the living
dead? Cincinnatus and Fabius, Fabricius and Cato, of
loftier nobility than kings can confer, awake our admiration,
and compel our praise. Regulus still lives, the hero of patri-
otism. Brutus and Manlius vindicating the law, whilst its
wheels crush their own sons, can never die. Terrible-visaged
Manus, and noble Scipio, with an hundred others, start up
before us, like the living realities of the present, and extort
from us exclamations of delighted wonder! They were the
great sons of a stern mother. From her they derived a coun-
tenance cold as the frown of justice, a step and carriage
haughty as the tread of power, a courage unquailing as the
onward rush of a thunder-cloud, a love of law which spurned
the movings of pity, and which rent asunder the cords of
natural affection.

Rome reached her zenith about the time Carthage and
Corinth were overthrown, and the great principle running
throughout her entire history, is, the binding power of law.
This was the moving energy of the nation from Romulus to
Cicero, and in this respect Rome stands unrivalled. In this
consisted her true sublimity, her proudest glory, her mightiest
energy. In this consisted the real experiment she was des-
tined to make in the science of human government. As the
inspired statuary wrought into perfection this gigantic figure,
erecting it proudly among the nations, the representative of
legal power, a figure whose mighty proportions excited within
the mind, not so much emotions of beauty as of power, for
ages he fancied this to be the realized ideal, perfection in
government. 'The perfect, yet lifeless beauty of its prede-
cessor arrested the beholder’s attention, but in this, though not
destitute of symmetry, the gigantic frame, the hardened mus-
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cle and brawn which fleshed that frame, its proud step, its
unquailing courage, its tremendous strength, these nveted at-
tention and compelled homage. Whilst the earth trembled
before it, it seemed a being of real life, and its energy the inspi-
ration of heaven. But it was not a being of real life. Its
power was that of a mighty automaton, driven on by an en-
ergetic, yet perishable principle, which so nearly resembled
the principle of immortality that the nations were deceived.
For ages it stood the sublime image of perfection ; the world
admired and were duped. But when ages had passed away,
its earth-born nature was disclosed. It began to stoop with
decrepitude, its matchless energy waned, its stern frown gave
way to an imbecile stare, and when the barbarian smote
it, it fell. 'The power of law was not sufficient to save it
from destruction, and many centuries since, the history of
this long and momentous experiment was completed. It was
a failure.

¢ Rome~Rome imperial, bows her to the storm,
In the same dust and blackness, and we pass
The ekeleton of her Titanic form.”

. *“Come and see
The cypress, hear the owl, and plod your way
O’er stepa of broken thrones and temples, Ye!
Whose agonies are evils of a day—

A world is at our feet, as fragile ae our clay.
The Niobe of nations! there she stands
Childless and crownless in her voiceless woe;
An empty urn within her withered hands,
Whose holy dust was scattered long ago;
The Scipios’ tomb contains no ashes now ;
The very sepulchres lie tenantless

Of their Leroic dwellers.”

We have thus traced the history of two grand experiments
in government. The first system was beautiful, but lifeless.
Such symmetrical beauty in government is one grand requi-
site, and for this reason this gorgeous beauty did not sweep
over the stage of life, a vain display. It accomplished its des-
tined part, it evolved and demonstrated its important principle
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and then perished. The second experiment combined much
- symmetry with a new feature of an important nature, the
power of law. This was a marked advance upon the former.
A wreath of flowers may be exquisitely beautiful, but can it
restrain the frantic struggles of a madman? A glass palace,
bedizzened with gold and bestudded with gems, may be ex-
ceedingly beautiful, but can it sustain the furious bombardment
of a besiegingarmy ? Thus in government, mere beauty is not
sufficient of itself to secure perpetuity. The boisterous heav-
ings of human passion, and the terrific tempests of human
selfishness, sooner or later defy and overleap such restraint.
The addition, then, of the element of legal power, whose
stern energies should restrain within defined boundaries, at
least, the outward manifestations of human passion and selfish-
ness, was a noble stride toward perfection. And we do not
wonder that a government based upon this principle so long
stood firm, giving hope of deathless perpetuity. It was like
its own Coliseum, with its massive foundations, its stupendous
columns, its vast capaciousness, the grandeur of whose ruins
even now astonish the beholder.

% While stands the Coliseum, Rome shall stand,
‘When falls the Coliseum, Rome shall fall ;
And when Rome falls—the World "

The feelings of mankind are well expressed in this metrical
version of an old prophecy. The Coliseur is now in ruins.
Rome also is in ruins, but she World is not in ruins. The
grand experiment has not yet been consummated, the sublime
evolutions of ages have not yet reached their completion, and
till this be true, great nature will calmly move forward in her
simple and majestic operations.

And here we may notice one particular in which the figure
of the statuary fails, when applied to these governmental ex-
periments. It is in this; for many ages these systems were
moving along parallel with each other, and not successively.
‘Thus when Grecian Democracy perished, the Roman power
was nearly at its zenith. Of course the real value of the
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results in each case is not affected, since to all intents the
two nations were isolated. We now enter upon an examina-
tion of the last experiment, which, for want of a more appro-
priate phrase, we choose to denominate Christian Republi-
canism.

And here we would not fall into some common mistakes
about the perfectibility of human government. It has already
been remarked that the higher the mind soars, and the loftier
its aspirations after its ideal perfection, the more deeply will
it realize that this is found only in God. From the very
nature of the case, this absolute perfection cannot be attained
by creatures imperfect in knowledge and virtue. It seems
an axiom, that knowledge commensurate with omniscience,

and virtue pure as that enthroned in the heart of Deity,
are essential to such a quality as absolute perfection. When

perfection in government is mentioned, it is in a qualified and
relative sense. 'The absolute perfection belongs only to that
mighty sovereignty whose ¢ flaming boundaries ” encircle an
infinity of worlds.

This last experiment belongs not to a single nation ; it does
not reach its perfection in a single age. Its constituent ele-
ments belong to man ; they are the offspring of centuries, and
all nations, directly or indirectly, have contributed to their
evolution. These combined into a perfect, glorious, immortal
whole, is the realized perfection in government. This experi-
ment, in different forms, and by diverse processes, has been
progressing ever since the formation of nations. According
to the analogy of divine operations, ages were occupied in
preparing mankind for a demonstration reaching onward
through thousands of years. Sixteen centuries were employed
in solving the problem of what men would be, given up to
the unchecked control of vice. Then came the awful result
in the whirlwind rush of tempests, the gathering fury of oceans,
in an earth rent asunder, disgorging its fountains of wrath, in
the stifled wail of a drowning race, whilst the Ark, with its
sole representative of virtue, rode sublimely over a sepulchred
world. The path of national as well as individual virtue
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is hedged in with strong defences, and nations leaving that
path will find broad but thorny roads leading down to
ruin. The truth of this was demonstrated by the flood. Again
the grand preparations were carried on for the noble experi-
ment, and when all things were ready, its first developments
were made in the history of God’s chosen people. The scale
upon which these things were conducted was worthy of Deity
moving among men. No haste nor confusion is apparent.
The movement was steady and glorious as the onward march
of the sun, and when at length it was completed in the inde-
scribable woes which burst upon the Holy City, a grand and
most instructive chapter in human government was laid open
before the nations. It is believed that the history of the Jews
heretofore has not occupied so prominent a place in the science
of government as it deserves ; for this reason we crave pardon
for dwelling at some length upon it, inasmuch as it has an
jmportant bearing upon our general subject.

Throughout the Jewish polity we witness one astonishing
phenomenon, the union of two widely separated extremes.
The democratic principle prevailed, and yet God was the
Sovereign of the nation. Democracy and monarchy, in their
purest forms, were combined. But we shall not be prepared
justly to appreciate this government, without examining its
fundamental principle. The concentrated energies of the cre-
ated universe cannot produce so sublime and effective a prin-
ciple. It comprehends the most distant extremes ; it descends
deep into the mysterious fountains of human action ; it lays an
authoritative hand not only upon actions apparent to human
vision, but on the secret motions which no eye but God’s can
detect. This principle may thus be stated :—Every Jew was
commanded to render heartfelt and perfect obedience to God
as his King, and perfect affection to his fellow-subjects as
brethren. We are not speaking in reference to the high
awards of another world, upon which this principle exerts a
determining influence. We refer to it simply as the control-
ling principle of a national government ; and assuch it has no
parallel. It is wonderful. Its very face bears the signet-
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stamp of Deity. It bodies forth democracy in its divinest
form, beautiful as ever filled the dreamy imagination of an
enthusiast, whilst it concentrates all the executive energies of
monarchy in its highest perfection. One vast obligation from
beaven presses all to a common level, and the same obliga-
tion imperatively challenges a bended knee and an affection-
ate heart to one supreme Sovereign above. This is the fun-
damental principle of the theocracy, which even under the
kings was never abrogated.

And here it is not asserted that the details of this systemn
constituted a perfect model for all nations and circumstances.
These were perfect thus far, that they were precisely adapted
to the wants of the nation to which they were given ; but it
would be the height of absurdity to suppose that all the mi-
nutiz could be obtained for all pations from a single model.
But the mighty energy, propelling steadily the complicated
machinery in different governments, may be the same. In
this light the Jewish history assumes a peculiar interest in
the present discussion, for it may appear that in this was dis-
covered the true principle of national immortality, the details
being left for other and future ages to discover.

In all other national experiments, we have seen the elements
of ruin at work ;

“ And history, with all her volumes vast,
Hath but one page,”

and that page has been the register of birth, of manhood, of
death. The destroyer’s seal was upon them from the first.
What if the Greek should point exultingly to his beautiful
statue! its icy heart could not send the bounding blood
throughout the limbs, to vivify with a generous vitality. The
Roman might gaze with profoundest reverence upon the stern
being whose frown and sceptre reduced all into submission
to law; and yet he must acknowledge the existence of a
fountain deeper than mere law can reach or human vengeance
cleanse. ‘That fountain was pregnant with national ruin.
Let us now glance at the relation of the fundamental prin-
THIRD SERIES, VOL. I. NO. I 2
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ciple of the theocracy to the great cause of national ruin.
And what is that cause? The want of a pure and controlling
moral power in the individuals composing a nation. Of course
this assertion of a negative fact implies its opposite affirmative,
an impure controlling moral power in individuals. If proof is
demanded, the private virtue of the noblest representatives of
Grecian Democracy and Roman Law may be cited. The
first devotes his energies to live out the theory of democracy,
and crowns his labors by calmly quaffing the poison, because
the people commanded it. And yet Socrates, the idol of
philosophy, the caressed child of natural religion, the boast of
all disbelievers in revelation, even he at times indulged in low
vice. 'The second is a living personification of Roman regard
for law. To him, Law is the real Jove, at whose nod all
tremble, and at whose throne all kneel. And yet Cato, whose
frown made the Roman Senator quail, and whose sentence
was inexorable as Roman destiny, could smilingly commend
a noble issuing from a house which ¢ inclineth unto death,”
could encourage gross sensuality among his numerous depend-
ents, and himself not unfrequently stoop to the control of
like passions. Ifsuch the virtue of the best, what must have
been that of the multitude! These examples are adduced to
show that real purity of heart was a thing unknown among
Grecians and Romans, and in this we see the fruitful cause
of ruin.

But mark the principle of the Theocracy when applied to
this cause. It has a twofold bearing, which encompasses the
whole ground. Under the weightiest sanctions it absolutely
prohibits the existence of impure moral principles in individ-
uals, it descends to the very fountain of those principles, the
heart. But it stops not here; it demands, under equally
weighty sanctions, the existence of a pure source of action,
from which might flow continually obedience to God and love
to man. In aword, it enjoined that the Israelite’s heart must
be so perfect toward his sovereign and his fellow subjects,
that even Deity might approve. Let it be remembered that
we are now considering a governmental maxim ; and is any
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eye so piercing, any ken so discriminating, as to notice a sin-
gle defect, a single weakness? Socrates and Cato are con-
demned by it. The lauded systems of ancient morality are
weighed by it and found wanting. In beauty it surpasses the
Grecian model, in the power of law it is more inexorable than
the Roman model, whilst it fathoms depths, and scales heights,
and defines boundaries, which human wisdom unaided could
never attain. In beauty, grandeur, and strength, it resembled
the glorious Temple of God,

“In undisturbed and lone serenity,
Finding itself a solemn sanctuary
In the profound of heaven! It stands before us,
A mount of snow, fretted with golden pinnacles !
Fhe very sun, as though he worshipped there,
Lingers upon the gilded cedar roofs;
And down the long and branching porticoes,
On every flowery-sculptured capital,
Glitters the homage of his parting beams!”

Thus far we have considered this principle theoretically,
and are safe in pronouncing it worthy its birth in heaven. Let
us now trace some of its practical results. A partial view
can only be taken, from the fact that the Jewish nation was
not under the complete control of its theory. There is one
respect in which this principle produced wonders. Thismay
be called its expulsive power. The meaning of this phrase
can easily be illustrated. Call up before the mind a spring
sending up its crystal treasures in a beautiful jet, gushing up
delightfully through the sand upon its bottom. Let a person
attempt to destroy that fountain by forcing, with an engine,
poison down its vein. For a short time that vein will throw
out poison ; but the pure fountain, deep in the earth, sending
up its tide of health, flings off the poison and cleanses it com-
pletely away. This is its expulsive power. The human
body, also, in perfect health, possesses an inherent power of
throwing off disease. 1t seems to guard the citadel of life,
by driving outwardly all injurious juices and substances, and
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thus presents another beautiful illustration of the expulsive
power.

The Jewish Government possessed an inherent energy
analogous to these,an expulsive power, the tendency of which
was to throw out of the system every thing injurious. Only
-two illustrations of this power will be given, from which the
movements of the whole system may be inferred.

Oppression has ever been ranked as an efficient cause of
national ruin, as may be learned from history. A species of
slavery existed in the Jewish polity, and, if permitted to act
out its real tendency, would prove as fatal here as elsewhere.
The reason of its permission seems to have been the nature
of the Jewish law, which prohibited any but Israelites from
holding landed property in Canaan, and no stranger might
remain in the country on any condition but that of scrupu-
lously observing all the religious ordinances of the nation. If,
then, any stranger were admitted to share the religious privi-
leges of Israel, it could only be by becoming a member of
some Jewish family, which would stand responsible for his
religious conduct. Now it can easily be seen, that whilst this
relation happily existed between the master and servant, the
power of the state was augmented by the addition of those
who felt gratitude for rescue from heathenism. But suppose
these servants become dissatisfied, evidently they constitute
an element destructive to the state; and here we see the ex-
pulsive power of the system. By neglecting to observe any
one or all of the great feasts instituted by the Head of the
nation, the dissatisfied man-servant could put an end to his
servitude, and at the Passover every servant in the land might
free himself by not observing the feast. For, no matter how
avaricious the master, or how desirous of retaining his ser-
vants, the command of the sovereign was implicit, to banish
every such person, as violating the principle of obedience to
the King and of affection to fellow men. How simply and
beautifully the system operates! Whilst the slave, so called,
complies with the laws, he is an addition of strength ; but the
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moment he becomes disaffected, the system, like a strong
fountain, casts him out, and frees itself from his corrupting
influence.

The same thing may be seen in reference to property.
Rome was mighty whilst poor, but weak when rich. Riches,
especially when unequally distributed, bring a train ‘of cor-
ruption, effeminacy, and insubordination, tending to national
ruin. The single fact, that multitudes are dependent upon a
few of overgrown wealth, tends to this ruinous direction, either
by making those multitudes the passive tools of designing
men, or kindling popular vengeance as exhibited in frenzied
mobs or universal revolutions. The expulsive power of the
Theocracy is here observable. Every fiftieth year, at least,
the yeomanry of the nation were reduced to an equality in
respect to landed property. The edict was peremptory.
He who refused obedience, be he ever so lordly, was cast out
of the nation, and the lowliest Israelite was reinstated in his
patrimonial inheritance. The tendency here is plainly to
free the system from that which might injure. Like the hu-
man body in vigorous health, it flings every injurious and
deadly element away from the seat of life, and guards it
sacredly from death.

We might illustrate this beautiful and wonderful principle,
by reference to every species of crime and punishment recog-
nized in Jewish law, but indulgence must be curbed. Indeed,
so mighty was this expulsive energy, that the very land
seemed to sympathize with its King in the administration of
his government, at times, as though nauseated by the abomi-
nations of the people, and casting them out.

The principle referred to as fundamental in this government,
retained a greater control during the period of Joshua, than in
any other. And who has not given way to his exclamations
of delight, at the wonderful power it exerted over more than
three millions of people ? Their Mount Ebal utters its deep
amen to the dreadful imprecations invoked on transgressors.
Their Mount Gerizim, clad in the bright garments of fertility,
stood a monumental pledge of blessings on the obedient.
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¢ And Israel served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all
the days of the elders that overlived Joshua, and which had
known all the works of the Lord that he had done for Israel.”

But it is a fact of the utmost importance, that the principle
was not deep-seated in the nation’s heart, throwing out its
vitalizirty energies into every part. At times it seemed to
become the nation’s life-current, and then its expulsive power
was wonderful, throwing away from the citadel of existence
every noxious influence, and revealing the whole system in
surpassing beauty. It remained in health long enough to test
the principle on which it was based ; and then, because infatu-
ated men sought to dethrone this child of heaven, the nation
fell headlong from its lofty eminence. They madly burst
asunder the restraints of their Sovercign, they bathed the earth
in the blood of his servants, and consummated all by crucify-
ing perfected humanity. Then came the close, sublimely
terrible, in the unmitigated desolation which stripped the Holy
City of her children, and drove the pitiless ploughshare through
streets sanctified by the footsteps of legislators and prophets
and the Son of God. Then, indeed, did the city “sit solitary,”
her ¢ gates became desolate,” and “she was in bitterness.”
And the Jew, as he saw the Temple wrapped in flame, and
the sacred ¢ vail rent in twain,” may well be represented as
shouting out his frantic imprecation and defiance,

“ We are then of Thee
Abandoned—not abandoned of ourselves.
Heap woes upon us, scatter us abroad,
Earth’s scorn and hissing ; to the race of men
A loathsome proverb; spurned by every foot,
And cursed by every tongue; our heritage
And birthright, bondage; and our very brows
Beaming, like Cain’s, the outcast mark of hate:
Israel will still be Israel, still will boast
Her fallen Temple, her departed glory;
And, wrapt in conscious righteousness, defy
Earth’s utmost hate, and answer scorn with scorn.”

In this nation was evolved the principle of national immor-
tality, and its power is yet to be seen in the living miracle of a
nation deprived of sovereignty for ages, and yet a distinct pea-
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ple. They have been stripped, and scorned, and persecuted ;
kings have sought to exterminate them ; the powers of earth
have been in league for their ruin ; for centuries the Mussul-
man and Christian struck hands for this end ; and yet the Jews
live, a nation as truly as in the days of David. Greece and
Rome perished, and their numerous millions perished with
" them; Jerusalem has been in ruins, or in the power of the
Moslem, for eighteen hundred years, and yet Israel is Israel
still. They remain a living demonstration of the imperishable
nature of that principle which God breathed into their govern-
ment, preserving the nationality of a numerous people, even
whilst passing through the furnace of vengeance. Like the
son of Thetis cast into the fire to test his immortal nature,
Israel has passed through a ¢ furnace heated seven times,”
but does not perish! A thousand vultures have torn his
quivering flesh, and driven their relentless beaks at the seat of
life, but the immortal principle fills out the flesh fast as de-
voured, and guards the heart, throbbing with a deathless pul-
sation! A burning robe of wrath has been bound about
Israel, yet, less fortunate than the fabled ancient, he cannot
die! This is national immortality, when the very current of
life tortures but cannot consume. What would lsrael now
be, had he not forsaken his Sovereign?  Still immortal, but in
joy ; robed in the beauteous vestments of heaven, the favored
son of one Great King on high'!

We have dwelt so long upon the history of this remarkable
nation, for a number of reasons. In this we plainly trace the
work of God; its history has been written under the same
guidance, and may therefore be relied upon with confidence :’
and by this history was demonstrated the only principle of
national immortality, that of perfect and loving obedience to
God and hearty affection to men, by every individual in a
nation. ‘This glorious truth has been discovered and tested,
and now is deposited in the treasure-house of nations, offering
to become the germ of immortality to all.

We now proceed to notice briefly some details as discovered
by other nations and experiments. The ambitious Constan-
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tine thought to found his thrane on this adamantine rock ; but
secured only its shadow, and his throne soon perished. Then
succeeded the long and terrible reign of spiritual despotism,
and not in vain. It disclosed the fearful effects of a system
which absorbed and controlled the consciences and hearts of
individuals, which in fact struck individuals out of existence,
and concentrated all in the “little old man at Rome.” Whilst
it professed to hold sacred the principle beaming so brightly
on the page of Jewish history, it really had passed around to
the opposite extreme, and sought only unity and power with-
out regard to individuals. But this could not always con-
tinue. Mind stripped of individuality began to move. The
spiritual yoke became too heavy, and the arousing spirit of
man chafed under the burden. A mighty array of causes
were marshalling themselves for conflict. Then came the
shout of onset, the rush of armies, the peal of victory. The
vindication of a noble principle was in part achieved. Je-
hovah was abroad in the earth, consuming and destroying this
monster, “with the spirit of his mouth and the brightness of
his coming.” Of course this part of the experiment was
negative, demonstrating that it was not a part of a perfect
government to arrogate the sacred prerogatives which belong
to individuals.

But in tracing out the different governmental evolutions
belonging to the third great experiment, we may not pass one
bright link in the chain, especially as it has exerted a con-
trolling power on events, in which our own nation is concerned.
How pleasantly does the reign of Alfred the Great greet the
eye, wearied and disgusted with the abominations of contem-
porary nations! Among them it seems like a lake of beauty
embosomed in sterile mountains. To the mind contemplating
the history of mankind, during those ages of rapine and blood,
of crime and cruelty, of oppression unrebuked and fiendish-
ness incarnated, this reign beams out like a jewelled star in
its deep setting of blue, the signal of heaven to man, in all his
sorrows, that

“Bright joy stands waiting for the morning light.”
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Alfred was a great king. In an age of deep darkness he
kindled intellectual and moral lights. In a barbarous nation,
oppressed by fiercer barbarians, he swayed such an authorita-
tive sceptre as to control perfectly his own subjects and sub-
due his enemies. Driven from his throne, fleeing for his life,
the inmate of a herdsman’s cottage, a disguised minstrel in his
enemy’s camp, firing the flagging zeal of defeated subjects,
with fell rapidity visiting vengeance on his enemies, and in
planting a firm foot upon a tottering throne—in all these, Al-
fred manifested greatness, and for these history will ever rev-
erence him. Yet these are only the prefatory steps to that
which constitutes his real greatness, and points him out as
the man destined to live forever in national character. To
Alfred belongs the glory of incorporating into government the
sacred principle, that the accused, be he high or mean, may not
be condemned, except by the judgment of his peers. And
here the assertion of Blackstone is not forgotten, that this
principle was known and practised among the northern
nations of Europe. But even allowing this, it does not in the
least detract from Alfred’s glory, since most assuredly he first
introduced it into the polity of a nation, the influence of which
is felt throughout the earth. The right of trial by jury be-
came the cherished birthright of every Saxon, and whilst Al-
fred lived, it was preserved inviolate. In an age of tyranny
and brute force, this king stood like a mountain of strength,
the assertion of heaven-born principles, the common boon of
God to every human being. The sentiment which Alfred
lived out and then inserted in his last will, is an index to the
nobleness of his character: ¢ It is just that the English should
ever remain free as their own thoughts.”

Such was the man who formed a nucleus around which,
during passing ages, were to collect the constituent parts of a
perfect government. Perhaps he recognized feebly the mag-
nificent principle evolved in Jewish history, yet he performed
his own part of the experiment nobly, leaving more enlightened
ages to complete the work he commenced.

For a time the Norman Conquest exerted a disastrous
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influence on the laws and institutions of Alfred, but ia the
twelfth century Henry I. was compelled to acknowledge them
in form. For more than a century these laws were mere sha-
dows of good things. Then flashed upon the eyes of mankind
the immortal transaction of Runemede, re-enthroning sacred
principles, breaking the arm of tyranny, and delivering back
to every Englishman his birthright.” ¢ Magna Charta’ is the ma-
gic phrase which makes the freeman’s blood leap merrily. This
is the morning star, ushering in the full-orbed sun which soon
was to take its throne in the midst of the heavens, the light and
guide of all nations. The reader is too well acquainted with
this portion of English history, to render it necessary to enter
much into detail. The importance of this transaction is incalcu-
lable, although for ages it did not seem to produce very striking
results. But this is only an apparent inefficiency. The de-
mands therein granted, and the principles established, are like
the glorious luminaries of heaven; clouds may conceal them for
a time, but the clouds will be rolled away, and those stars
beam upon man kindly and hopingly. And no thanks to
King John. The destiny of the age was upon him, driving
him onward to what he abhorred. A life of horrid and un-
natural crime, makes his last words, as uttered by the great
bard, emphatic :

% Within me is a hell ; and there the poison
Is, as a fiend, confinedto tyrannize
On unreprievable, condemned blood ;"

and yet the reign of John will ever be clothed in brightness,
because then the tide of human affairs set strongly toward
freedom.

Time will not permit us more than to glance at the influence
of the “wars of the roses,” in cutting off and crippling an
overshadowing nobility, unfriendly to the cause of human
emancipation. Nor can we do more than allude to another
most important cause, big with results to our race, the reign of
the Tudors. This produced in one class of society an imbe-
cile and servile spirit, fawning to the despotic encroachments
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of these sovereigns ; but in another and larger class, this des-
potism kindled a spirit which defied tyranny, cherished free-
dom, lifted itself loftily amid the howling tempest which swept
over the land, and clung, with a grasp, like that on life, to
the high gifts of God. Indeed, this was the fiery cradle in
which were nursed and baptized the vindicators of freedom
in the old world, and the sublime messengers of freedom to the
new.

There is one important element more, contributing not a
little to bring society to the point at which we have now ar-
rived. ¢ Charlemagne,” to use the words of an elegant writer,
¢« expired like a meteor, that, having broken suddenly upon
the night of ages, and blazed brilliantly over the whole world
for a brief space, fell, and left all in darkness even deeper than
before.”” But in the great chain of causes, sweeping on to a
splendid consummation, this reign was not useless. From its
ruins sprang into life Chivalry, like a goddess full-armed and
mighty, and for centuries numbering among her followers the
noblest, the wisest, the bravest. The human mind, crushed
and bruted, but like a drowsed giant starting up from slumber,
was awaking to a sense of the fearful wrongs it had suffered,
and put forth mighty but undisciplined efforts in the cause of
vindication. Those efforts produced the age of chivalry, to act
an important part in the world’s history. The bigoted may
contemplate this movement with a sneer, the unthinking may
class all the sons of chivalry among the wild schemers of man-
kind ; but the more ridiculous do they appear for their pains.
For the wants of mankind called this system into life, the
spirit of the age gave it birth ; and having fulfilled its destiny, it
passed from the stage. But let noman say thatsuch a system
is to be sneered at as the Don Quixotte of Christendom—that
men who for centuries were the only champions of human
rights, have deserved nothing better than a silly jeer. That
. system did not act an unimportant part in the upward march
of society, which did so much to elevate woman to her rightful
position, and exemplified before the world the thrilling truth
that merit, and not the factitious circumstances of wealth or
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high birth, constitutes Nature’s patent to her highest nobility.
With this may also be classed the Crusades, uniting the nations
of Christendom for the attainment of a common object, and
giving a powerful impulse to civilization throughout the world.

These causes, with those previously specified, contributed
materially to the state of society found in England at the
death of the maiden queen. This brings us to the next link
in the chain, English Puritanism. Whatever may be said
of particular men in this party, when Hume and Clarendon are
forced to trace British freedom to this party, we shall not shoot
far wide from the mark in asserting the Puritans to be among
the noblest defenders of humanrights. Among large classes
it has been fashionable to sneer at the cant phrases of Puritan-
ism, and to denounce contemptuously the fanatic Roundheads.
- But it may with reason be asked, whether it be right to de-
nounce a system because its followers indulged in a few cant
phrases, or wore hats and coats of a particular shape, or had
their hair trimmed in a particular manner ; nor are the noblest
principles of freedom to be sneered at as cant, because some
of their vindicators, in the rush of events, did things not to be
Justified.

Take the two antagonist principles which then grappled
in fierce conflict, irresponsible despotism and human freedom ;
glance your eye along the men ranked under the opposed
banners. On the one side stands Charles 1., a man of no
great importance except as the representative of civil despot-
ism ; on the other is seen Oliver Cromwell, in appearance a
despot, but establishing principles to this day the glory and
boast of England, and adding a lustre to her name brighter
than ever shone from the deeds of Nelson or Wellington ; a
man of surpassing genius, and whose real glory is yet unre-
corded ; whose genius and national policy shall at some future
period raise him high on the throne of human gratitude, whilst
such as Charles I. are reduced to their own proper level. On
the one side behold Laud, the bigoted representative of exclu-
sive prelacy ; on the other John Mllton, the loftiest gemus in

the world of poetry, and the pure-hearted worshipper of prin- -

.
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ciples emanating from Deity. Under the one banner, you
count up a host of debauched cavaliers, with here and there a
noble name to relieve the eye ; whilst under the other banner
you view a multitude of men, who, with all their cant and
bigotry, as a body practise rigid morality ; in whose soul is
enshrined the deepest reverence for God, and next to this, the
love of liberty ; men willing to sacrifice fortune and blood to
secure to themselves and mankind civil freedom and ¢ freedom
to worship God.” Look at these parties, and judge ye which
is the noblest. It is a loftier honor to be enrolled with such
as Cromwell, and Pym, and Hampden, with such as Milton,
and Baxter, and Howe, than to mount the loftiest throne, to
be lauded by a thousand Clarendons and Humes !~

It would be a miracle indeed if some excesses were not
committed. But let it be remembered, that civil and religious
despotism had long dammed up the current of freedom ; and
when the barriers could no longer restrain the accumulating
waters, singular indeed would it be if the rushing tide had not
for a time threatened the annihilation of all that was beautiful
and desirable. But a mightier than human arm directed and
controlled that impetuous torrent, and produced glorious things
for man. The excesses may not be apologized for, but may
be palliated by the circumstances of the case. But these do
not demand attention in this sketch. Here we wish to know
who were the men, and what their principles, who founded
the Republic of the New World. It would be no uninterest-
ing task to trace English Puritanism as it has been progressing
in the mother country, and to exhibit its awaking and ener-
gizing power at this very moment ; but this would be stepping
aside from our original design. We now turn to the last step
taken in the progress of the third great experiment in govern-
ment, as exhibited in American Democracy.

English Puritanism was the fruit of experiments made
beneath the frowning despotism of deep-rooted customs and
tyrannical government. Under the shade of these it could
not reach its maturity ; but that God who is “in history”” had
reserved a continent free from incumbrances, where it might
grow luxuriantly, and without restraint.
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It was an occasion of no ordinary interest, when the
Pilgrims received from the venerated Robinson his last words
of advice and comfort. It was an occasion of no ordinary
interest, when the same man of God baptized the infant nation
of the New World in prayer, solemn and effectual, and
invoked from Heaven the inspiring breath of immortality.
The loftiest heroism was displayed. The passionate grief of
friends, the untried ocean, the unbroken wilderness, the dread-
ful savage, the grim spectres of disease, famine, and death,
moved them not in the least. The prophetic mantle had
fallen upon them; and in the distant future they seemed to
seize the outlines of perfect, governmental beauty, such as
never before had visited the earth. They walked by faith,
and the present, crowded as it was to excess with sorrows,
was not regarded. Indeed, so mighty was the resolve of their
souls, that for a time they seemed contending against an over-
ruling Providence. The blasts of winter and the howling
tempest withstood them, but even here they triumphed.

And now we remember one scene around which concen-
trated the gathering interest of all the previous experiments.
It is that which took place in the cabin of the Mayflower.
National government was now to combine in one the different
principles evolved by other nations. The treasure-house of
nations poured out its precious deposits. The Pilgrims were
not alone in that assembly. Grecian Democracy, beautiful
exceedingly, was there ; Roman Law, with its relentless scep-
tre, was there ; the great Lawgiver of the Jews was there, to
plead the cause of the noble principle he had received direct
from Heaven ; Charlemagne and Alfred, and the heroes of
the Magna Charta, with a host of valiant champions for human
freedom, were congregated in that august assembly. That
was a moment in which high destinies ¢“hung balanced.”
The Pilgrims were the delegated representatives of two hun-
dred generations of governmental experimenters. The respon-
sibilities of the past and the destinies of the future hung on
them. The high-minded lovers of mankind in by-gone years,
“as a cloud of witnesses,” bent an anxious gaze on the legis-

lators of the New World. And well did they discharge the
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high trust imposed. The guiding Spirit of God led them on,
and a thousand generations shall hail the Pilgrims as blessed.

The result of that meeting will ever be recorded with
gratitude. 'There is sublimity in the very style of their first
compact, and it comprehends the elements which we believe
constitute a perfect government. It combines the extremes,
monarchy and democracy, perfect obedience to God as King,
and perfect and equal affection to every fellow-subject, and
implies the adoption of all the noble principles in national
government, demonstrated during a period of 6000 years.
Did space permit, we might quote this interesting document,
but must content ourselves with simply referring to it as found
in Morton’s ¢ New England’s Memorial,” and as quoted in
other works easy of access. In that compact were embodied
the principles which sustained the Pilgrims through fierce and
terrible trials, which led them trustingly to look forward to
the future, which nerved them in their stern rebukes to
encroaching royalty, which constituted every man an Argus-
eyed sentinel before the Temple of Freedom, and flung out
before the astonished nations a banner covered with the rich
emblazonry of heaven! Here was found the germ of Chris-
tian Republicanism, as it had been in the process of evolution
since the beginning of nations. It began to realize the liv-
ing, glorious, immortal creation wrought into life by the in-
spired genius of man! Its beauty was bewitching as ever
entranced a poet’s soul, its Herculean form and strength
would have awakened a complacent smile upon the rigid face
of a Roman Censor ! whilst the bounding current of immor-
tality, and its countenance, the impassioned index to a living
soul, proclaimed this offspring of ages to be the child of God !

It will be impossible to trace minutely the different steps
taken by the Pilgrims and their descendants, in carrying into
operation their magnificent theory. Suffice it to say, they
were men liable to err, but their very errors were noble, and
were corrected as soon as perceived. They remembered the
injunctions of the beloved Robinson, and embraced the truth
whenever discovered.
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The principal interest which arises from the actions of the
Pilgrims, is the fact, that they gave character, so far as funda-
mental principles are concerned, to the Republic which now
embraces so large a portion of the Western Continent : and
we are now prepared to glance over this result of the world’s
experiments.

Here it must be frankly acknowledged that, to a superficial
observer, this government gives but little evidence of its high
origin, and that many stains deface its beauty. In these re-
spects it does not realize what we have chosen to denominate
Christian Republicanism. The fault, however, is not in its
theory ; that is as near perfect as is ever attained by the hu-
man mind : the Declaration of Independence contains that
theory. The great difficulty consists in a departure from first
principles, and the introduction of elements into the political
system, at war with the letter and spirit of the theory. And
is it necessary to enumerate the evidences of this assertion ?
The facts are thrust before us continually, and we are com-
pelled to look upon them steadily, whilst the question falls upon
our ear with startling power, Can our government survive ?

Far be it from me to rank myself with religious bigots,
or interested demagogues, croaking, like ill-omened birds, of
coming ruin. The question of greatest importance here is,
not whether the body politic is afflicted with some grievous
diseases, ruinous if not checked ; but does it possess such an
expulsive energy as shall at length throw off’ these diseases, and
restore its natural and healthful action? This is the true view
of the subject, penetrating beneath the surface of things, and
seeking for the real causes which are to produce the final result.

And in investigating this question, two considerations will
throw light upon its answer. For instance, what is the rela-
tion of the individuals in our nation to what was demonstrated
in Jewish history to be the only principle of national immor-
tality ? In theory we occupy an enviable position, but our
practice does not agree with that theory ; for it must be admit-
ted, we are far from understanding perfect obedience to God,
and perfect affection to our fellow men. Were this true, this
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government, like a full fountain with its outgush of pure water,
would indignantly throw out of itself every thing hurtful and
poisonous.  But that this is not so now, ought not to be a
cause of despondency ; for if the heart of the nation is par-
tially under the control of this principle, and if causes are
accumulating and sweeping onwards irresistibly to make that
control perfect, we have cause to exult in the goodness of the
Supreme King of nations, who has brought us thus far, and
will not now forsake us. And this is believed to be the fact.
A thousand potent energies have awaked, and are bringing
their mighty enginery to bear on the moral character of the
nation. True, in the moral world there have been terrific
tempests, and lightnings kindling the heavens into one fearful
blaze of brightness, whilst clashing thunder has caused the
earth to rock. The stoutest heart has shrunk in dismay, and
trembled for the result. But that tremendous conflict is the
hope and omen of glorious things to come. Truth fears it not,
for her triumph is certain.
“Truth crushed to earth shall rise again,
The eternal years of God are hers:

Bat error, wounded, writhes in pain,
And dies amid her worshippera.”

This terrific conflict of the moral elements will result in the
same manner as a conflict of the natural elements. The ferce
shock of embattled clouds, discharging their pent-up wrath,
with a crash deafening and terrible, passes away, leaving the
atmosphere pure and iuvigorating. Thus the agitations which
have clothed our moral heavens with blackness, convulsing
all things, will finally leave us a spiritual atmosphere so pure
and invigorating that the fundamental energy of our govern-
ment shall spring into full activity, with power augmented
and control supreme.

The Pilgrims have long since entered upon the enjoyment
of rest above, but their influence is still abroad. The baptis-
mal prayer of the sainted Robinson, and the divine fragrance
of importunate and effectual supplications for this nation, still
live before the eternal throne.

THIRD SERILS, VOL. 1. NO. I. 3
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% The pilgrim spirit has not fled:
It walks in noon’s bright light ;
And it watches the bed of the glorious dead
‘With the holy stars by night.
And it watches the bed of the brave who have bled,
And shall guard this ice-bound shore,
Till the waves of the Bay, where the Mayflower lay,
Shall foam and freeze no more.”

God also i3 moving among us, electrifying the lifeless,
energizing the indolent, and concentrating at the seat of life
. of our government the expulsive energies of immortality. And
this being true, shall we despair? Shall the ill bodings of
false prophets paralyze our hopes and fill us only with «“a
certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation ?”’
The thought is unworthy, and we cannot for a moment in-
dulge it. We will frankly acknowledge the presence of dis-
ease in frightful forms ; but so far from despairing, we fervently
~will trust that the expulsive principle breathed into this gov-
ernment at the passionate invocation of its founders, shall
finally fling out of the system every thing noxious, and display
it to the world in the rounded symmetry and proportion ot
unfading and deathless perfection. .

But the anxious investigator as to the fate of this govern-
ment, will find another joyous omen in the tendencies of the
age. For long centuries the nations were wrapped in dark-
ness, their degradation was extreme, and the tendencies of all
things were to sink them deeper. The human mind, like an
undisturbed ocean, was corrupting in its own stagnancy. Des-
potism in religion and state, brooded like a gloomy goddess
over this ocean, reducing to quiet every rippling wave, which
perchance might disturb its tranquillity. But there was an
immortal energy in that deep, quiet sea, which soon was to
expand, and heave the stagnant ocean into an incontrollable
tempest. That tempest has long since arisen, and the mighty
spirits of the storm have rode forth in glorious vindication of
oppressed humanity. Then a tide toward human emancipa-
tion.set in, which is steadily and majestically rolling on to its
consummation. De Tocqueville has splendidly expressed
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the resistlessness of this tendency in human affairs: “It pos-
sesses all the characteristics of a divine decree ; it is universal,
it is durable, it constantly eludes all human interference, and
all events as well as all men contribute to its progress.” In
fact, we live ih a wonderful age, when all nations are starting
from slumber, and are moving upwards. Some mighty orb
seems placed above them, attracting all from their debasement
up to itself.

But in this remarkable and joyous tendency of our age, is
our nation alone unaffected? As that divine decree, above
human interference, and aided by all events and men, moves
on to its accomplishment, are we alone excluded? Mankind
unite in assigning us the highest place in this sublime move-

ment. We shall enjoy its highest fruition ; we shall be placed

upon its loftiest pinnacle. Then away with despondency.
Let the bigot declaim, the demagogue denounce indignation,

empty as his own hollow-heartedness, but let us not cease to, .

remember our high origin. The movements of a world through
sixty centuries gave our nation birth, the solemn prayer of

¥

the Pilgrim is our representative at the court of heaven, and .

the breath of immonality our high gift from God. And the

regenerating power of this immortality is accumulating, and
fast transforming American Democracy into Christian Repub-
licanism. When this takes place, the last, the sublime exper-,
iment in government shall have reached its perfection, Chris-

tian Republicanism will then become the exquisite model for .
the world, and under its guiding light all nations fast rise to,

the fulfilment of their glorious destiny.

t
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ARTICLE II

DR. POND’'S LECTURES ON PASTORAL DUTY, REVIEWED.

The Young Pastor’s Guide : or Lectures on Pastoral Du-
ties. By Enocu Ponp, D. D., Professor in the Theolo-
gical Seminary, Bangor. Bangor: Published by E. F.
Duren. William Hyde, Portland ; Tappan & Deunnett,
Boston ; Ezra Collier, New-York ; A. H. Maltby, New-
Haven. 1844. 12mo, pp. 377.

Tuis book is in some respects a novelty. Treatises on
Homiletics, indeed, are somewhat numerous: though even
. here, one does not find precisely what he wants. Dr. Porter’s
work is undoubtedly the best; yet, as he himself tells us,
there are some important topics that he does not discuss. A
thorough, complete work on Homiletics, adapted to the lati-
tude and longitude of New England, and to the peculiar exi-
gencies of this nineteenth century, is still a desideratum. The
Pastoral departinent of the ministerial office has still less en-
gaged the attention of writers. At least very few books on
Pastoral Duty have fallen in ourown way ; and those few have
confined themselves to specific portions of the subject, without
aiming at any compreherisive discussion. = Baxter’s Reformed
Pastor we regard as invaluable. Appeals to ministers, more
solemn, more searching, never were made, than some which
that book contains ; and there are many very useful hints in
regard to modes of labor. We should like to see the work re-
prmted in a neat and separate form, placed on every minis-
- ter's table by the side of his Bible, and made his daily com-
panion. If ministers communed more with Baxter they would
be holiermsn. But Baxter is not all that a minister wants.
He wants a book not only urging him to fidelity, not only dis-
cussing some of the prominent branches of his work, but exam-
ining it in all its details, and counselling him how to act in all
the varied circumstances in which he is placed.
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This want Dr. Pond has attempted to meet : and we think,
on the whole, with much success. He omits few topics, if
any, whose discussion is desirable in such a book. He begins
with the subject of pastoral qualifications; then proceeds to
reply to the various questions that arise in regard to settle-
ment in the ministry ; next takes up the various relations and
duties after settlement, which are enumerated and discussed
with great particularity : and finally, in the last three lectures
of the twenty-seven, canvasses the subjects of Dismissions,
Withdrawment from the Ministry, and Results of Pastoral
Labor. Dr. Pond has in fact given us a full methodical trea-
tise upon the important subject of Pastoral Duty, in all its
parts. A “young Pastor,” or candidate for the pastoral
office, need but glance his eye over the table of contents to
discover that the book deals largely in topics with which he
is personally concerned.

The book is very creditably got up. The form, binding,
type, and paper, are all good. We notice a very few typo-
graphical errors; but in general the printing is acourate.
We are happy to say that the book is in this respect very
favorably distinguished from the last edition of the Doctor’s
work on Baptism, than which, though printed in Boston, we
do not recellect to have seen a book more crowded with typo-
graphical blunders.

The style is eminently simple and direct. We know of
few men, who can present an idea, or a train of ideas, more
clearly than Dr. Pond. Even in his more metaphysical dis-
cussions, as all can testify who have heard him in the pulpit
or the lecture-room, there is an entire absence of that element
f mysticism and darkness in which some men so delight to
move. The Doctor, we presume, rather congratulates him-
self that he knows nothing of those ““ depths”’ (‘““as they
speak ) : we certainly think that his students are to be con-
gratulated, and all with whom his students do or will come in .
contact. In a book like the present, simplicity and directness
are of the first importance. Dealing throughout with prac-
lical matters, it ought to be a plain, didactic, practical book.
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And such it is. Yet not didactic in the sense of being dull :
for the book has no inconsiderable animation and fire, and we
think will be read with interest even by laymen. Something
of this may be owing to the fact, that it consists of a series of
lectures, prepared in the first instance for oral delivery, and
actually delivered to a body of students.

" We find no irrelevant matter—no tedious prolixity in the
discussion of matters in point. There seems to be a some-
what studied avoidance of encroachment upon the department
of Homiletics: though, in the lectures on Revivals, there are
some remarks on what should be the general features of pul-
pit (along with other) effort, at such seasons, which constitute
one of the most valuable portions of the book. As to con-
ciseness, we think that in some of his discussions the Doctor
has followed a rule which he lays down in regard to social
meetings, namely, that they should close at a point of time
‘when those present are still desiring to have them continued
longer. If the rule is good in one case, we suppose it is in an-
other’: yet we wish there had been a little more fullness on
some topics. We here refer, however, chiefly to some of the

" minor ones: and perhaps, after all, the Doctor has judged

‘Wisely in compressing the book within as narrow limits as he
has. We confess, we have been surprised as well as pleased,
to find him answering so many questions in so brief a space,
and answering them at the same time so well.

From the views in general which Dr. Pond propounds, we
presume few New England clergymen will dissent. A per-
fect unanimity on all points, where the points are so many,
can hardly be expected. But we are very much deceived, if
most of Dr. Pond’s counsels will not commend themselves to
his elder, no less than his younger brethren, as sound and
safe. On most of the vexed questions, the arguments are
given both pro and con ; and, so far as we are able to judge,
with a good degree of fairness. The Doctor has generally
‘a pretty decided opinion himself, and declares it boldly. This
'we like: and we like the other feature too. We thus learn
not only his own conclusions in the particular case, but the
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process by which he has arrived at them : and can examine
this process at our leisure, step by step. A succinct state-
ment of the grounds relied on to support the antagonist po-
sitions in any important question is of great value to the stu-
dent. It furnishes him with the materials of thought : and
with materials of a kind which the young man, in a case like
the prese 1t especially, cannot always get at, without the help
of another, whose observation and experience have been more
diversified than his own. These statements in books are like
those bits of paper two or three inches square, written in pen-
cil and covered with short sentences, nnmbered 1, 2, 3, 4,
etc., which are sometimes seen lying on the student’s table ;
and which embodying, as they do, the condensed results of
past investigations, and the germs of future ones, have a value
which it is notorious that a chamber-maid, or even a wife,
does not always comprehend.!

Many things in these Lectures we like exceedingly. There
are some remarks about the delay of settlement after a young
man’s regular course of study is finished, which are as timely
as they are judicious.

“Undoubtedly there are reasons which may justify a young man,
when his course is finished, in declining a settlement for a season. Such
are, want of health, extreme youth and inexperience, or a broken,
imperfect education, requiring to be improved by longer study. Nor
would I say, that there are not persons to whom neither of the fore-
going reasons are applicable, who, if circumstances favor, may not
properly prolong their course of study, or avail themselves of the
advantages of foreign travel, and-intercourse with the world. But
this I think I may safely say, that persons who—having enjoyed
the advantages of a full course of study, and still feeling unprepared
for the pastoral office—resort to the expedients last named, for the
purpose of removing difficulties, and increasing their sense of prepa-
ration, are very frequently disappointed. Afler having prolonged

} Some of the German books are very valuable for these condensed states
ments. And the Germans are sometimes clear and able logicians. We cite
Hengstenberg and Bretschneider as examples. We know of few clearer writers
in any language than they. The analysis of Schleiermacher’s system found in
Bretschneider's Dogmatik is masterly. '
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their studies another year or two, and visited other seminaries, and
perhaps foreign countries, they feel the same shrinking from the
pastoral office which they did before, and the same want of prepara-
tion to meet its duties and responsibilities. It is possible, indeed, that
their preparation for this high office is not at all increased by the
delay. They may have become better fitied for other employments,
but notat all better fitted for the holy, humble, self-denying duties of a
parish minister.” p. 27.

Those who are pursuing the course here condemned, and
are verifying in their own character and habits the remarks
here made, will perhaps read this passage with a sneer; but
most men who have actually entered upon the pastoral office,
and have ascertained by personal experience what the wants
of a pastor are, will subscribe to Dr. Pond’s views heartily.

It is true, few can attempt pulpit labor for a succession of
years, without finding reason to lament that their mental
stores, be they great as they may, are not more abundant ; and
could they have protracted their years of preparatory study,
with the knowledge that they now have of what needs to be
studied, they might very considerably have augmented their
qualifications for usefulness. But what are the studies in
which the resident licentiates at our Theological Seminaries,
and others, who delay entering upon the pastoral work, en-
gage? We question very much, whether, in general, they
are those which tend to qualify a young man for a clear state-
ment and a forcible illustration of truth. The points inquired
into, are the nice points of metaphysical theology, the minutize
of Biblical criticism, the curious matters of history or arche-
ology, or other things of the same general description. We may
mistake ; but we apprehend that these are the directions which
the efforts of an ardent student will rather naturally take, and
do take as a matter of fact. And by and by, when bhe enters
upon his work, what is the discovery which he makes? A
discovery, one would think, which he might have foreseen,
but which, in fact, takes him quite by surprise, and causes
him not a little pain ; namely, that he has yet to do many of
the “fifst works” in biblical and theological study. He
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finds that he needs a familiaity with the plain matters of these
sciences, far more than any insight (which perhaps he has
never really obtained, and never will obtain,) into the abstruse
matters. He wants a stock of materials to draw from, not for
scholastic debate, but for popular instruction. He is to
“teach his people knowledge ;" and his own knowledge must
be of a kind which he can teach them, and which, when im-
parted, will be of solid benefit.' We believe most fully, that
a young man, while in College, and in the Theological Semi-
nary, had better keep closely to the prescribed course of
study ; and that when that course i finished, he is ordinarily
better fitted for the pastoral office, than he would be after a
longer term of preparatxon.

In many cases, it is to be feared, young men of a certain
class deceive themselves, when they suppose that they desire
a better preparation for the ministry. The real desire is to
gratify their Jove of literary pursuits, and their ambition to
shine as literary men. There are indications that the old-
fashioned idea of a “call” to the ministry is, in many quar-
ters, getting quite out of date. Many young men think that
they are called to something else, and all their tastes and feel-
ings flow in the corresponding direction. Their call is to cul-
tivate fine scholarship—to enlarge the sphere of human know-
ledge—to fill prolessorships, or write hooks. They study for
the ninistry, as the Jew in the process of his education used
to apply himself to some art or trade, namely, that they may
have something to rely upon for a livelihood, if their favorite
schemes fall through. The ministry is a matter by the by.
We are sorry to say it, but we believe that there are many

! We say nnt, that he shonid have ns knowle!ze which he does not mean
to impart.  We say not. that he chanll ler alsr-nse matters enti-ely alone.
Both of these positions we repndiate as emphatic:lly na any one. The Queen
of Sheta's « hard queationa” it -is well for all the Solomons, and all the would-
be Salinons in the world to g-apple with  Bot no sensible man wi!l have a
Queen of Sheba at his elhow always.  As oi old let her be a risfor.nota
eompanion. A minister certninly, or a candidate for the ministry, can be in
better business.
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students in our Theological Seminaries—we might go further,
and say, many men actually holding the pastoral office—to
whom this description applies. We were struck witha remark
recently made by an intelligent Christian lady in our hearing.
She had shortly before, on a certain Sabbath, listened to the
preaching of a young man whose sermons were more than
commonly interesting. But on subsequently meeting him in
private, she got the impression that he did not care about
preaching, if he could only obtain an elegible situation at some
college, or other institution. Said she, «“I had supposed that
every minister ought to feel, and did feel, ¢ Wo is me, if I
preach not the Gospel " ”  When this s the genuine feeling
in a young man’s mind, we imagine that little difficulty will be
found in persuading him to assume the pastoral office. The
difficulty will be, not to get him into it sufficiently soon, but
to keep him out of it sufficiently long.

On a subsequent page of the Lecture upon Settlement in
the Ministry, the question is briefly discussed as to the desira-
bleness of a temporary itinerancy, as preparatory to the pas-
toral office. Dr. Pond decides it in much the same manner
as the foregoing. He says,

“I would by no means have a young man over-anxious for settle-
ment ; so much so, as to lead him to take any unwarrantable measures
to effect his object; or to feel discouraged, should God see fit to try
him by some delay. But, as I have before remarked, when the pre-
paratory studies of an individual are closed, and he is favored with
health and strength, and God in his providence opens a door for set-
tlement, I see not why he should hesitate to enter in; or why he
should prefer to turn away from the open door, and wait for a more
convenient season. He may think to gain some valuable experience ;
or to see more of the world; or to prepare a stock of sermons. But
his experience as an itinerant will not be of much value to him as a
settled pastor. A sufficient knowledge of the world he may have
opportunities to acquire in other ways. And as to a stock of sermons
prepared under such circumstances, and without any particular ob-
ject in view, they are of less value than young inexperienced minis-
ters generally suppose. They may save the labor of preparing new
ones ; but they will be less appropriate and effective than new ones;
less creditable to the preacher, and less profitable to those who hear.
Besides, if one door of usefulness is declined, another may not soonbe
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opened ; and the individual may deplore hie error, when the time is
past for him to retrieve it.”—p. 30.

The question here discussed, is one of those on which we
should have been glad if Dr. Pond’s suggestions had been a
little more copious. We had supposed that there might be a
process of gradual initiation into the duties and trials of min-
isterial life, which should be better than entering upon them
fully at once. Perhaps Dr. Pond’s idea is, that there will be
enough of this initiatory discipline connected with the usual
vacational and other efforts of the last year of a young man’s
theological course. These, however, are very different from
the continuous labors of a five or six month’s sojourn in some
particular place or places. In these latter circumstances, a
young man certainly learns something in regard to reaching
the minds and consciences of men. His sermons come to as-
sume a somewhat more effective character. And it would
seem that, after a six month’s or year’s experience of this sort,
he might, to a certain degree, be better prepared to enter upon
the duties of a settled pastor. Whether any perceptible in-
fluence would be exerted upon a man’s permanent usefulness,
we undertake not to say. We must confess, that we have
some doubts whether it would ordinarily be of much conse-
quence. Certainly it would not be of consequence enough to
justify one, for the sake of it, in turning aside from any im-
portant field of pastoral usefulness.

The following Lecture contains, among other things, an
able argument in favor of the Congregational position, that
a pastor should be a member of the church to which he
ministers. We should be glad to make some quotations ; but
our limits forbid. Indeed, on this, and many other points, no
short quotation could do any justice to the writer.

Two Lectures are devoted to the subject of pastoral Vis-
iting. That it belongs to a pastor to visit his people, is a po-
sition which Dr. Pond thinks too obviously correct to require
any protracted argument. Few, we trust, think otherwise.
Many valuable directions are given in regard to the mode
of performing the duty, and the treatment of different classes
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of persons. This last topic, however, forms the subject of an
additional and distinct Lecture.

In some of the subsequent Lectures will be found various
judicious counsels in regard to the management of cases of
Discipline, the solemnization of Marriages, the conducting of
Funeral Services, the administration of the Sacraments, the
admission of members to the Church, etc. Some excellent
remarks, which we wish had been more extended, are made
on the duties of a Pastor as the presiding officer of his Church
in their business meetings. A Lecture is devoted to the sub-
ject of Sabbath evening and other extra services. Many hints
are thrown out in regard to the number of these which should
ordinarily be held during the week ; the manner in which
they should be conducted ; the dangers to be avoided, etc.
The question respecting the propriety and desirableness of lay-
exhortation, Dr. Pond does not touch. He takes it for grant-
ed, however, that this will occur, and thinks that there should
be at least one meeting every week of the social kind.

We have already alluded to the Lectures on Revivals.
These are five : including a Lecture on Protracted Meetings,
and one on Evangelists. Dr. Pond’s heart is evidently very
much interested in this subject. We know not whether he
meant to make it the great subject of the book: but it cer-
tainly occupies a central place, and is discussed with an abili-
ty not surpassed in any other part of the volume. Those who
have seen Dr. Pond in revivals, know that he is never more
at home, and that his preaching and conversation at such sea-
sons have been greatly blessed. Much practical wisdom may
of course be expected in his counsels. He does not take the
trouble to discuss the propriety of various minor expedients,
which a rash zeal has so often employed within the last
ten or twelve years. He takes it for granted that they are ex-
ploded, at least in the practice of all sensible ministers (if in-
deed such ministers ever employed them). But he does dis-
cuss the great leading objects to be aimed at, and the great
leading measures to be pursued: and determines them in
strict consistency, alike with the directions of the Bible, and
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the dictates of a sound philosophy. He makes it very clear
that both in order to the commencement of a revival, and its
continuance, there is a Auman work to be done; and he ex-
plains clearly what that work in its successive stages is.

We are particularly pleased with Dr. Pond’s remarks on
the importance of conviction of sin, and the methods by which,
with the blessing of God, it is to be produced. Nothing can
be more evident than that this ¢law-work,” as our fathers
called it, is fundamental to genuine conversion. They did
well to insist upon it as strongly as they did; and we love to
see it insisted upon now. We only wish that instruction upon
the point could reach the quarters where it is most needed.
We have seen preachers (not of the Congregational or Pres-
byterian denominations, though we will not undertake to say
that none such are to be found) who seemed to have no con-
ception that there was any process appropriately coming in
between awakening and conversion ; and who seemed to think
persons “ mourners,” in the sense of the Beatitudes, and en-
titled to be “ comforted,” the moment they were anxious or
distressed. We have known protracted meetings, lasting
many days, where the word sin was hardly mentioned, and
where, certainly, there was little attempt to produce convic-
tion. 'To our utter surprise, we have seen preachers of con-
siderable intelligence falling in with their more ignorant breth-
ren in this respect, all seeming alike to forget that the work of
the Spirit in regard to sinners. as described in John xvi., is not
two-fold, hut three-fold. 'Who wonders that, in certain quar-
ters, the doctrine is held of falling away?” If a man is
converted without being convicted, he must fall away. And,
as a matter of fact, such converts do “fall away’ in vast
numbers. Of a hundred converted in the winter, sometimes
not ten, perhaps not five, will ¢ persevere” through the sum-
mer. We make these statements—the truth of which hun-
dreds of men all over the country can vouch—in no spirit of
unkindness, but rather in that of unfeigned surprise and sor-
row, that there should be any evangelical ministers, and espe-
cially that there should be so many, making here so fatal a
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mistake, and doing their own churches, as well as the cause
of religion in general, so much injury. All evangelical min-
isters, of all denominations, certainly ought to be agreed
that conversion is good for nothing, when not based on con-
viction.

Dr. Pond makes some valuable suggestions in regard to
the treatment of young converts. The argument, sometimes
derived from the practice of the Apostles, for receiving per-
sons professing to be converted, into the Church at once, we do
not remember to have seen any where more briefly and hap-
pily refuted than in one of these Lectures. We quote the
passage :

“The difference of circumstances between ourselves and the
Apostles, ought here to be taken into the account. So far as our
c;rcumstances and theirs are alike, we are bound to follow their ex-
ample to the letter. But when there is a wide and manifest differ-
ence, as in the case before us, we are to practice, not precisely as the
Apostles did, but as we have reason to believe they would, were they
in circumstances like our own.

“In the age of the Apostles, there was much less inducement to
deception, and proportionably less danger of it, than there is at pres-
ent. Then the instruction imparted was of the best kind ; given
under the inspiration of the Holy Ghost. And the expasure at that
period not only to reproach and shame, but to palpable persecution,
was so great, that none would be likely to make a profession of their
faith in Christ, who were not in possession of the great reality. In
the peculiar circumstances of that age, a simple profession on the
spot, such as was always made previous to baptism, furnished proba-
bly a more decisive evidence of piety, than converts in general can
furnish now, after weeks of probation.

“Jt should be considered, too, that the Apostles were under the
immediate direction of the Holy Spirit, which rendered them, if not
infallible in the discernment of character, at least much better judges
than we can pretend to be. 'We have evidence of this, in the readi-
ness with which Peter detected the hypocrisy of Ananias and Sap-
phira, and of Simon the sorcerer. As we have not-the power to un-
mask hypocrisy after this manner, so neither have we the power to
decide (as the Apostles did ordinarily on the spot) who are and who
are not proper candidates for admission to the Church of Christ. We
lay no claim to the supernatural direction of the Holy Spirit in this
matter, but are left to the slow processes of probation and inquiry.

“But though we dare not follow the example of the inspired Apos-
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tles to the letter, in this thing, we do profess to follow it in substance
and spirit. The Apostles admitted persons to the church so soon as
they were satisfied of their conversion ; and we are entitled to do the
same. The only difference is, they had the means of obtaining satis-
faction sooner, ordinarily, than we can.

«I have said that we are entitled to receive profcssed converts to
the church so soon as we can obtain reasonable satisfaction on the
question of their piety. But this cannot be obtained in one day, or
two. It cannot be obtained, as a general thing, in one week, or two.
Persons need time for reflection and self-examination, after they in-
dulge the hope of being (that they have been ?)! converted, before it
will be prudent for them to off>r themselves as candidates for the
church. And the church needs time in which to judge of their expe-
rience, and observe the character and walk of protessed converts,
before they can be satisfied on the question of their piety, and can
prudently receive them to the fcllowship of God’s people. Satisfac-
tion, I repeat, is what the church wants, and as soon as this can be
obtained, and not before, should the candidate for membership be
permitted to enroll himself among the professed disciples of Jesus.”

Of the system (if system it may be called) of Evangelism,
the Doctor is a firm and strenuous opponent. He believes
that the pastor should be his people’s revivalist, and that if he
is what he ought to be, they will need no other. The Lecture
on this subject has been published as a separate article in the
New-Englander, and is worthy of the careful attention of
ministers and churches. It is not of great length, but disposes
of the subject satisfactorily, and is without bitterness or unfair-
ness.

Of protracted meetings, Dr. Pond is an equally firm and
strenuous advocate. Whatever his readers may think in regard
to the correctness of his views, they will concede that the case
is well argued. The lecture constitutes a very good docu-
ment for any one to refer to, who wishes to make up his
mind upon the subject.  And it is a subject of no small impor-
tance. Special services of some kind, we take it, will be known
as long as revivals are known. Thereis a speciality about the
whole nature of a revival ; and the means employed to secure

1 Neither expression is strictly correct, for hope cannot be properly applied
‘either to the present or the past—either to that which is or that which has been:
end the conversion is here spoken of as existing.—Eb. ’
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and advance a revival must have something of speciality too.
A young man begins his ministry, perhaps, strong in the be-
lief that the stated means of grace are not sufficiently valued,
and that it is short-sighted policy to employ any others. But
before many years have passed away, he finds that there are
times when some special means must be employed, if he would
save the soul of his people. His church, perhaps, are slum-
bering. He tries to arouse them. He throws the utmost pos-
sible earnestness and pungency into his sermons. He makes
the most of the regular church-meetings. He endeavors to vive
as solemn, searching, thrilling a character as possible to the
communion seasons. He visits from house to house, ¢ reprov-
ing, rebuking, exhorting, with all long-suffering and doctrine.”
Butin vain. The lethargy continues. It has peculiar depth
and power. The disease is alarming ; and he becomes con-
vinced that some means inust be employed, odapted to his spe-
cial exigency. Perhaps he induces the church to appoint, or
informally appoints himself, a visiting committee to go about
and exhort their brethren. Perhaps he appoints a series of
weekly church-fasts ;—perhaps ‘a seiies of evening prayer-
meetings.  Something he will do—he must do. So far, we
take it, all ministers, who desire and aim at revivals, are
agreed. And they are agreed also, that when a revival is in
-progress, there must ordinarily be some multiplication of reli-
gious services. At such seasons, there is a craving for in-
struction, which no devoted pastor can find it in his heart to
deny. The only point of difference is, as to what the special
services shall be. Dr. Pond argues in favor of protracted
meetings, technically so called :—not simply a multiplication
of services, but “ a series of meetings continued a portion of
the time, more or less, through several successive days.” p.
175. The idea would be rather naturally gathered from his
lecture, that special efforts 10 promote a revival should gen-
erally take this one form, or at least that this should be prom-
inent among the efforts used. It strikes us that the Doctor
would have done better to argue in favor of the principle of
special services, allowing a little more latitude as to the shape
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which they should assume. If we mistake not, he would in
this case have done more justice to his real sentiments. For
although we believe that he has great faith in the efficacy of
the protracted meeting, yet we think he would be as ready as
any man to question the expediency of any one unchangeable
measure or set of measures, and to acknowledge that different
measures answer best at different times. ‘

From the subject of Revivals, Dr. Pond passes to the duty
of a pastor as to enlisting the co-operation of his church in
his schemes of usefulness. A well-written lecture is devoted
to this topic. Another canvasses the pastor’s duties toward
the youth of his flock. Another discusses his relations to the
charitable objects of the day. In this lecture, Dr. Pond
takes up the question of agencies, and shows with great
clearness and force that they cannot yet be dispensed with.
There are, however, one or two statements which we
should have been glad to see in a form somewhat inore
guarded.

“ We occasionally,” says Dr. Pond, “find a Pastor, wh:' can be
his own agent, and who will take efficient care of all chari able ob-
jects among his people. Perhaps it would be well i all Past s were
of this stamp. But it cannot be disguised, that this is not t. e fact;
nor is likely to be very soon. Some Pastors are not fitted, a apted,
to do the work of agents. They could not well do it, even il they
were called to engage in it as an employment. Others, who con. do
it, are exceedingly averse to it, especially among their own peop
They prefer that some one should come and plead the cause ot
benevolence, rather than undertake the work themselves. Even in the
primitive churches, the Pastors needed jogging and helping in the
matter of collecting their charitable contributions; and the Apostle
Paul and his corps of Evangelists were not unwilling to be employed
occasionally, as agents for this important purpose.” P. 233.

These statements seem to leave the impression, that it is
only few ministers who may hope to present the object of be.
nevolence successfully to their flocks. We venture to suggest,
whether it is not rather only a few who may not indulge this
hope ; and whether the many ought not to be urged to qualify
themselves, and keep themselves qualified, for the duty. A

THIRD SERIES, VOL. I. NO. I. 4
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mere ‘ aversion” to a duty certainly ought not to be re-
ceived as an excuse for not performing it ; and in this case, as
in many others, when the duty is honestly attempted, aversion
often gives place to delight. To us it seems evident, that
pastors need some impulse of this sort, to induce them to main-
tain a familiar acquaintance with the benevolent movements of
the day ; and why may they not keep themselves as familiar,
considering all the facilities enjoyed at present, as any agent
—except indeed he be offe of the secretaries of our benevolent
organizations ? We confess that there is, in many quarters, a
deficiency among pastors on this point. Our only ob-
jection to Dr. Pond’s views is, that he seems to regard this
deficiency as a necessary one, and does not address himself,
with his usual energy, to having it remedied. It should be
remarked, however, in justice to Dr. Pond, that he pre-
scribes no small amount of labor for the pastor, as well as
the agent, to perform in regard to those objects—an amount
which the pastor hardly can perforin without becoming a good
‘agent himself.

Beside the lectures already noticed, there are excellent
ones on the Pastor’s duty in relation to the induction of others
into the ministry—his intercourse with other ministers and
churches of his own denomination—his relations to other
denominations—the duties which he owes to himself—to his
family—his political duties. The lecture on Respect for
the Ministry, discussing the questions, Whether this respect is
greater or less nowthan formerly, and How it may be forfeited
and how retained, is one of great interest. The lecture on
Frequent Dismissions—causes and remedies—is in Dr. Pond’s
happiest style. That on withdrawing from the Ministry
deserves attentive consideration. And the last,on the results
of faithful pastoral labor, forms an appropriate close to the
series.

On the whole, the book is worthy of its author and worthy
of New-England. If it has any faults, they ¢lean to virtue’s
side,” arising from the ardent and active spirit of the writer;
and they are faults of a very trivial character, compared with
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the solid and manifest excellences of the book. Dr. Pond
will receive the thanks of many ¢ Young Pastors” for this
valuable ¢ Guide.”” Those who formerly listened to these
lectures, will rejoice to renew their acquaintance with them,
and will perceive that they retain not a little of that earnest
and paternal spirit in which they were first delivered. All
sincere men in the ministry, or looking forward to it, will be
glad to be presented with a comprehensive survey of the field
of pastoral duty, and with a high standard of the fidelity
which ought to be exhibited. In recent years, much has
been said, through the religious newspapers and other chan-
nels, in regard to the exorbitant demands made upon ministers
at the present period: and to a degree justly. Yet there is
danger in remarks of this kind. There is a tendency to nar-
row down the sphere of ministerial duty, and to relax the
force of conscientious impulscs in a minister’s heart. Accord-
ing to some, a minister need attend no social meetings, need
preach no lectures, need make no visits, except to the sick
and afflicted. To preach on the Sabbath, to attend funerals,
and to solemnize marriages, constitute about the amount of his
ordinary duties. Doubtless there are ministers to whom these
indulgences are indispensable—whose health and strength
would not hold out otherwise. But they are exceptions to a
general rule. Most ministers need to be stimulated, rather
than held back. They have hearts like those of other men.
Give them liberty to do little, and they will do little. They
need to be told that there is muck for them to do, and that
they must do it. Neither in the church, nor in the ministry,
does the danger at present lie in the direction of excess of zeal
and purity and devotedness. Alas! it is too evident that
vast masses of ministerial energy lie dormant. ‘Fhere are
even sad monuments—just now all too conspicuous—of the
fact that ministers can, not only neglect their Master’s busi--
ness, but do the Devil’s. Nor would it be strange, if in
coming years, with the growing prosperity of the country, and
the growing temptations as well of ministers as of others, these
monuments should multiply. We want not then to be told,
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that there is this and that and the other old-fashioned pastoral
duty that we may omit. Nor yet is it the main lesson which
we have to learn—though a true lesson—that the measure of
our literary, our biblical and theological attainments is low,
and must be elevated. Say to us, You have a great work to
do—in the study and out of it. The work has many branch-
es; all of which require skill, patience, love. The work is
difficult. When best done, it will be poorly done. Christ
has sent you into his vineyard to labor. Fulfil your calling.
With every breath pray to Him for help. Look for rest here-
after. We love Baxter because he does say this, so plainly,
so earnestly, so solemnly. Dr. Pond, in a somewhat different
way, has said it too. We thank him for painting that pano-
rama of Duty. These are the best of all panoramas to behold,
save those of Truth and of Hope.

ARTICLE IIL

LANE'S REFUGE OF LIES AND COVERT FROM THE STORM
REVIEWED

By Rev. Bauuse H. Cox, D.D., Brooklyn, N. Y.

The Refuge of Lies, and the Covert from the Storm : being
a series of Thirteen Sabbath Evening Lectures on the
subject of Future Puniskment. By Rev. Bensamin I.
Lane. Troy, N. Y. 1844.

Tue subject of Universalism demands attention, especially
on one ground—the damage it does to the souls of men.
Some even of the evangelical and orthodox ministry, seem
practically to neglect it as not worthy of their notice. Those
whose religion is more scientific or scholastic or metaphysical,
it may be, than spiritual and practical and scriptural, may
think it altogether beneath their care—because it is so scan-
dalously an absurdity, a sophism, a vain theory. Yes, it is
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all this; and were this all it is, the best way of treating it
would be with omission and contempt, as a system that is pro-
perly no system ; a vile heresy that is too palpably false to
deserve refutation;' a fond and foolish view of things that
utterly misrepresents them ; a doctrine wholly without evi-
dence and wholly against evidence too.

But there is one other consideration of great moment. It
is its practical influence. This is certainly great and as cer-
tainly tremendous. Their doctrine is a lie, and its adoption
infects the soul. It is received by the spirit of unbelief, as a
very mecessary solace to its wounds. It blinds, perverts,
infatuates the mind. Sin is at once its parent and its off-
spring ; while it entails the bitter pangs of perdition on its
voluntary victim. This we aver as our own solemn and sin-
cere belief. Whatever singular or monstrous things may be
charitably hoped or imagined, in the way of exception to all
rules, and of which we may have much persuasion and no
proof, we hold it certain as the rule, that, whatever else the
Universalist may be, he is surely not regenerated, he is truly
no Christian according to the oracles of God. We cannot
believe that the people of Christ are possibly so characterized
by soul-subverting, God-denying, and men-destroying error.
The elect of God are not perfect in this world indeed ; but
still they are all characterized as lovers of the truth, as genu-
ine self-renounced disciples, as humble and docile and obedient
children, learning progressively the way of the Lord more
perfectly. How all this may consist with the error of Univer-
salism, latent or openly professed, we could never see. Nor
knew we ever one of them, among quite a number, who even
seemed to us to be truly and spiritually pious. They may be
paturally amiable in comparison of others; they may be
honest, and refined, and urbane, in all their social relations ;
they may live well, that is, generously and with elegance of
manners ; they may keep respectable company and wear
clean and fashionable clothes ; they may be orthodox poli-

¥ Tale portentum refutatione indignum est.—CaLviN on 1 Jokn 2: 2,



54 Lane’s Refuge of Lies and [Jan.

ticians—questionably, be wealthy, patriotic of a sort, and
largely influential. And what of it all? Such flaring exter-
nals may take the million, may seem a very good substitute,
or be a very current counterfeit, of true religion. But, bow
silly to be deceived by them! They no more constitute
piety, than they do the starry firmament or the mineral riches
of the earth’s unexplored interior. Those who choose to be
deluded may mistake, if they please, thistles for wheat, or
cockles for barley, or rainbows for bread, and ignes fatui for
palaces of safety. We find in the oracles of God no hope for
them, remaining impenitent and unrenewed in the spirit of
their mind. They have corrupted themselves ; their spot is
not the spot of his children ; they are a perverse and crooked
generation.

One of the illustrious Fathers, we thiuk it is Calvin, in
some of his Commentaries, observes to this effect—that objec-
tions to the truth, arguments against it, and errors that deform
or subvert it, are not to be contemned by the ministers of reli-
gion, in proportion to their intrinsic folly or sophistry or inep-
titude. We, who stand with Christ as it were on the mount
of transfiguration, and walk with him in the light of the excel-

lent glory, may indeed look down on the mists and the dark-
ness of the plains and the vales below us, and for ourselves
we may despise their dreams, their delusions, and their sopho-
morical arrogance—and despise also the terrene stratum of
atmosphere in which they walk astray and wander far from
God. But, he continues, we may not practically despise
them at all—because they have souls, and because their errors
uncorrected will be their destruction, and because we are
ministers of the word to this very end that we may pity and
seek and reclaim them. Here are three reasons well sustain-
ing the pious position, in reference to our duty and our prac-
tice. And with this remark we are prepared to introduce to
our readers the performance of the Rev. Bensamin 1. Lang,
whose Lectures on future punishment seem to us to have been
inspired by sentiments allied to it in form and congenial with
it in spirit and character. But before we examine his work
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more particularly, we may be indulged in some general reflec-
tions, further, on the subject of Universalism.

1. A plain, strong-minded, honest man, reading carefully
and devoutly the volume of inspired truth, having no prepos-
sessions to gratify, no prejudices to conquer, and no theories to
support, but on the contrary sincerely aiming to know the
truth as it is in Jesus, and desirous of avoiding.all the forms
and the sinuosities of error, would never dream or think of
such a doctrine as Universalism in connection with its pages.

We mean by this more than to imply that some of the
disturbing forces of sin and folly operate the conclusion in
every instance gf its existence. Whether they are deliberate
or latent, known or unknown to their victim, such is palpably
the fact. He finds in the Bible a doctrine which the Bible
does not contain ; which its total scope repudiates with holy
indignation ; and which nullifies the constitution of Christian-
ity, by making the Bible, if it were legitimately educed from
its statements, a volume of baser and more profound duplicity
than the world, the flesh, and the devil, ever before exempli- -
fied or the created universe ever saw ! A book of consum-
mate holiness, offering to sin, to resolute impenitence, to
infidelity, profligacy, and all ungodliness, the consolatory
unction of life eternal, the unparalleled premium of a necessi-
tated and everlasting salvation—this, for candid and intelligent
minds to receive as it were the genuine grand doctrine of their
religion ! Its tendency is to pervert all the virtue of society,
to teach specious falsehood and systematic deceit, to all men,
on the forged basis of the example of God.! We will here
quote none of its holy and luminous passages to the reader,
but refer him to his own recollections and his own moral con-
sciousness, for the truth of our appeals.

2. A proper estimate of the veracity of God, as identified
at once with his essential moral excellence and his declarative
glory, would forever prevent the sober reader of his Book from
seeing ar attributing such a doctrine to its inculcations and its
testimonies.

The excellence and worth of the veracity of God, amid
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the bely constellation of his moral attributes, is just as great -
as that of any other of those attributes. It is just as great as
his total moral glory. It is so a branch or radiation of his
glorious perfections, that without it there would not be one
perfection left. What other quality in any moral being, cre-
ated or uncreated, could avail—if that being were a liar!
What is left from the wreck of his glory ? Is he any longer
just, wise, trustworthy, merciful, holy, or good? Nay, his
moral excellence were clean gone forever. It is a perfect
epitome of the character of the Devil, that he is a liar; or, in
the awful words of our Saviour, He was a murderer from the
beginning, and abode not in the truth, becquse there is no
truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his
own ; for he is a liar, and the father of it. On the contrary,
and by a contrast of extremes the widest in the universe, it is
said of God, His work is perfect, for all his ways are judg-
ment ; a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is
he. We are assured that ¢z is impossible for God to lie ; that

" if we deny him, he will also deny us ; if we believe not, yet
he abideth faithful : he cannot deny himself.

With these recollections of the moral perfections of God,
let us remember the followmg principles :

1. If Universalism is true, then all men, bad and good
especially the former, are going, each one, though by differ-
ent roads, circuitous or direct, painful or pleasant, to eternal
glory in heaven, their common and blessed home.

2. God knows this perfectly ; he never can mistake or
forget the fact, so glorious and so necessary to his plans, in
one of his dispensations or manifestations toward us.

3. He mediately wrote the Bible, in his wisdom and
his veracity, as well as his great goodness, not only in entire
and veracious consistency with the fact of universal salvation,
but necessarily—as honesty requires—to reveal it to man-
kind ; and from its very nature—being central, characteristic,
and cardinal in the system of his works—it must be the most
frontal, palpable, and characterizing, in bis revelations con-
cerning them.
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4. The Bible, however, in the estimate of about ninety
and nine hundredths of its most eminent and learned and
pious students, in all ages, and in all countries, since the writ-
ing of its inspired Books, the bible has been considered and
declared to teach, most plainly, the eternal destruction of the
wicked—their punishment, retributory and everlasting, in
hell !

Nor can any man scriously doubt their sincerity by whom
the award is made, in relation to what the Bible teaches.
They are the holiest and most learned men that ever lived ;
of whom it may be said—of each of them,

He loved the world that hated him ; the tear
That dropt upon his Bible was sincere.

And he that forged, and he that threw the dart,
Had each a brother’s interest in his heart.

The testimony of God for any thing, is plainly the high-
est and the best rational evidence jn the universe. Of all
possible evidence, there is only one kind superior to it, and
that is—experimental. The Author of the Bible is deter-
mined to convince every man of the reality of Aell-fire;
where their worm dieth not, and their fire is not quenched ;
and if his full and oft-repeated testimony is nullified by their
superior wisdom, or in any other way fails to convince them,
it is plain that they must have their own experience! They
will know what he means by all the doctrines, the commina-
tions, the predictions, and the testimonies of his Word of
Truth, by experimental evidence, convincing them forever!
The writer having studied the Bible, chiefly in the original,
now for nearly one-third of a century, cannot affect ignorance
or doubt as to the meaning of the Book of God. He knows
of no alternative. If the Bible is the Book of God, Univer-
salism is an impious and impudent lie. Nor is it possible for
him, in all charity, to believe that a good motive, truly such,
ever made a Universalist, or actuated one in holding or in
propagating his doctrine. True, a man may be, in a kind,
sincere ; but it is plainly a sincerity of a sort fully described,
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and as fully condemned, in the oracles of God. It is crim-
inal and inexcusable. It is the sincerity of delusion—with
Satan alone to help it. It is often sent on men judicially,
for abusing and resisting the light of the Gospel. Hear God
himself account for it: And with all decetvableness of un-
righteousness in them that perish, BECAUSE they received not
the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for
this cause [« 70v70—on account of this] God shall send them
strong delusion, that they should believe a lie, [very sincere]
that they all might be damned. This solemn passage occurs
in 2 Thess. 2: 10-12.

Having thus far given a few of our own convictions on
the subject, we recur to the volume of Mr. Lane. Itisa
performance intended for common as well as professional
readers, consisting of thirteen ¢ Sabbath evening Lectures,”
in the form of familiar sermons ¢ on the doctrine of future
punishment.” It is patiently and well reasoned, illustrated,
and enforced, in its positions and principles ; and as such,
adapted to general usefulness in a peculiar and eminent de-
gree. The author shows his heart and soul in all he says,
evinces an excellent and practical acquaintance with the sub-
ject, and has furnished us with a work of great merit. In-
stead of philosophizing forever, dealing in learned abstrac-
tions and nice distinctions, instead of theorizing mainly, he
grapples with the facts and the realities of his awful theme
like one in earnest. He seems peculiarly to understand his
adversaries, to state and expose their views, their sophisms,
their ways of talking, and their modes of delusion. This he
does every where in the light of Scripture, knowing the au-
thority of the sacred text, rescuing its passages from perver-
sion, showing the true view and the false view in convincing
contrast, and coming down on the moral consciousness of his
hearers, often, m the right place, and with the powerful in-
cumbency of one, who speaks the truth of God, knowingly,
and with the authority of God. We have perused his work
with increasing interest, with cordial approbation, and not
without personal benefit and edification. Nor can we withhold
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the testimony of sincere gratitude to Mr. Lane. He has done
good service to the cause of truth. He has written a work
proper to be put into the hands of our youth, and fitted to
instruct all readers in the important truth of which it treats.
Is it the interest of a man to be deceived ?—in the matter of
his soul >—and for his everlasting undoing ? Is it, we say,
his interest? We waive now the question of his duty. We
wholly omit all argument of his obligation to God and bis
fellow creatures. We regard him, as it were, in his own
politics alone—as acting for self, for his own interest, for his
personal safety, happiness, and ultimate good. And we in-
quire, Is it his interest to be deceived? Plainly, it is not ;
unless it be his interest to miss of salvation; to make an ir-
retrievable mistake ; to rush precipitately by all the places of
mercy and all the opportunities of salvation, and madly to in-
cur, with a bound and a plunge, the unnutterable miseries of
damnation !

In the first Lecture, Mr. Lane considers passages of Scrip-
ture adduced by Universalists in support of their doctrine;
in the second, the same, with remarks on the Greek terms,
thelo and boulomai ; in the third, he views the doctrine of
endless punishment according to the law and the testimony—
remarks on sheol, hades, gchenna ; in the fourth, he furnishes
direct arguments from Scripture to prove the doctrine of end-
less punishment ; in the fifth, the same; in the sixth, the
same ; in the seventh, he disproves the position assumed by
Universalists, that the wicked receive all their punishment in
this life ; in the eighth, he considers the moral influence of
Universalism ; in the ninth, he evinces that the endless pun-
ishment of the wicked is not inconsistent with the justice of
God; in the tenth, he shows its consistency with the love of
God ; in the eleventh, he proves that God is glorious in holi-
ness in the endless punishment of the wicked ; in the twelfth,
he argues from the fact that Universalism is rejected by the
pious; and in the thirteenth, he avers the immutability of
man’s moral character and condition in the future world.
These positions are well sustained, and in a cormon sense
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way illustrated, from reason, from Scripture, from the moral
consciousness of man, from the absurdities of the contrary,
from history and anecdote, from the nature of things, from the
nature of virtue, and from many other allied considerations
—which a man can resist only as he hates the light.
Dreadful indeed will be the account of those ministers of Sa-
tan who have deceived the impenitent and edified their wick-
edness in presumption ! God will judge them ; because with
lies they have made the heart of the righteous sad, whom he
has not made sad ; and strengthened the hands of the wicked,
that he should not return from his wicked way, by promising
him life.

Mr. Lane has managed his work in a happy medium
between metaphysical ratiocination, and a popular but loose
exhortation, of style and manner. He has lost no time i
speculation and hypothesis. His way is that of manly argu-
ment and straight-forward application. He gains as he goes,
both in the quantum and dependence of his thoughts, and in
the profound interest he awakens in the reader and sustains
increasingly to the end. Having read his volume of 130
pages through, we are competent thus to speak in its commen-
dation. We are not indeed idolaters, and we ¢have seen an
end of what they call perfection here below.” The book is
not a faultless monster, and we are not blindly praising it.
But taken as a whole, we welcome its appearance, and dare
almost predict for it a prosperous career of usefulness.

We furnish a few specimens of his manner.

“That the wicked will be reclaimed in or afier death, supposes
that there are means for reclaiming and saving sinners, more power-
ful and efficacious than those of the gospel. Why are not those
means now employed? Is it not as easy for God to employ efficient
measures at the present time, if there are such. as it ever willbe ? If
the love of God will ever call them into existence, why does it not
now call them into existence ?  If it is said that it is the change which
death will produce, that will renovate their moral characters, why
does not God renovate them now, by producing a change equivalent
to death? He can easily doit.” * * * *

“God’s love is impartial. He loves the happiness of all beings
according to their worth. He does not love the happiness of an ani-
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mal, as well as the happiness of a man or an angel, because it is not
worth as much. We cannot suppose that he loves the happiness of
an almost idiot, as much as he loves the happiness of a Bacon or a
Locke, because his susceptibilities and powers of enjoying and com-
municating happiness are not so great. Impartial love must love
things according to their worth ; otherwise it would be a mere irra-
tional affection. God does not love the happiness of a part of man-
kind, as much as the happiness of the whole; and it is as much a
dictate of benevolence to cut off a part from his favor, when that part
endangers the happiness of the whole, as to cut off a putrid member
from a child to save its life. * * * [t is as much the dictate of
impartial benevolence to provide a hell for the ungodly, as to provide
a heaven for the righteous. If there is a portion of mankind who
will not be reclaimed from their sins, and who endanger the happiness
and well-being of the universe, it is not inconsistent with the Iove of
God to banish them forever from his presence, and the presence of
all holy beings, and leave them 1o eat the fruit of their own doings
forever.”

In reference to the great philosophical distinction between
the love of benevolence, of which the object is being, and the
love of complacency, of which the object is moral excellence,
the one desiring the welfare, the other delighting in the charac-
ter, of its object, respectively, Mr. Lane has well illustrated
and sustained the positions of his book, as at one with those of
the Greatest of Books. )

Our author vindicates the justice of God in the punishment
of sinners, in a manner clear and convincing. He says that

“God has shown his love of holiness, by making man upright, in
his own image, and after his own likeness. Man has lost that image,
and given himself up to the love and service of sin. God, in infinite
benevolence, has put forth numerous means to reclaim him,and bring
him back to the love and service of holiness. He has done all that
infinite benevolence can do to make him holy and happy. Many
refuse to be reclaimed, spurn at the offers of mercy, and cherish a
character at war with God and his government. It is not therefore
inconsistent with the infinite love of God to banish such from his pre-
sence, and punish them with an everlasting destruetion.”

As to the final cause of punishment, we concur with Mr.
Lane in an obvious position—it is in a way suited to the
honors of infinite wisdom and benevolence ; it is for the good
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of the universe, which wicked sinners are justly sacrificed to
subserve ; it is retributively to make them useful—sublime
and awful as is the thought—to make them useful in their
destruction. If God punishes sinners, it is for some purpose ;
and just as certainly is it for an end good and worthy of him-
sell. If he had no end to answer by it, then plainly he would
not do it ; for he takes no pleasure in the death of him that
dieth, and is as perfectly incapable of punishing for the sake
of punishing, as he is of showing himself to be, what he is
not, infinitely malevolent. He is just as really incapable of
delighting in misery—any where, any misery, as he is of
delighting in sin. But shall men hence conclude that he will
never inflict misery for any cause? Such an inference were
rash, incredible, and plainly false. It is contradictory to facts
by thousands, of human experience and constant occurrence.
It is inconsistent with the story of Calvary, with the agonies
of crucifixion, with the unutterable misery of the dying Re-
deemer, when it pleased the Lord to bruise him. If then he
executed such severe misery on his own Son for our sins, how
plain is it that he may execute the natural and proper penalty
of the law on transgressors, who, refusing such a glorious sub-
stitute, must be justly punished for their own sins. For if
they do these things in a green tree, what shall be done in the
dry?

But still the question returns—For what does he punish
them, as the final cause ? what end can he answer by it ? why
not rather annihilate them? The answer is—He makes
them useful in their punishment. He gains good to the uni-
verse by their penal misery, and that in ways innumerable as
the relations of moral government. It is a monumental demon-
stration to all rational creatures, of the law of God—its nature,
its use, its equity, its glory, its importance, and the value of
those eternal interests which the law represents and guards,
and which sin and rebellion and impenitence and unbelief
unite to destroy. It may thus prevent sin in others, and be
among the necessary moral causes of the everlasting holiness
and conservation of the redeemed. It is not necessary, how-
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ever, that we should show all the final causes, or amply vindi-
cate them shown, on account of which infinite wisdom and
truth punishes the lost. If the fact be revealed that he pun-
ishes them, we know it is just, good, benevolent, and wise,
and consequently that the ends to be answered by it are, like
God, all excellent. Mr. Lane conformably evinces the fact,
and mainly assumes in it the perfect wisdom and goodness of
Jehovah. He says,

“We have barely hinted at an argument which we might have
illustrated, and drawn out to some length—that the future punishment
of the wicked will be productive of great good to the universe at
large ; and that the love of God therefore to the great whole of ra-
tional being, after the glorious display which he has made of his
perfections to bring them to obedience and happiness, demands their
final condemnation.”

In one of his applications to the impenitent, with which
we conclude, Mr. Lane thus solemnly deals with their con-
sciences : '

“ Allow me, my impenitent friends, to call your minds to one
serious reflection. If you perish, you perish under a most holy, right-
eous, and benevolent administration. It will be, because wisdom, and
power, and justice, and benevolence, have failed to make you turn
from your evil thoughts and ways. Wecan find something to custain
ue under the inflictions of malevolence ; but under the angered strokes
of love, whither will you turn for consolation? * * Think before
you enter on your eternal state, what it will be, to be shut out from
his presence, and hope, and happiness, for ever. Do not abuse his
love, and trample on his truth, by indulging the delusive hope that
you will be saved whether you repent or not. You cannot be saved
in impenilency.”
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ARTICLE 1V.

THE TEUTONIC METAPHYSICS, OR MODERN TRANSCEN-
DENTALISM.

By C. E. Stows, D. D., Professor of Bibl. Lit., Lane 8em., Cincinnati.

For more than a quarter of a century past, the attention
of the literary world has been turned very strongly toward
Germany. The freshness, the boldness, and the exuberance
of the German literature ; the copiousness, the strength, and
the flexibility of that majestic language ; the literary treasures
of the German universities, and the astounding labors of the
German professors, have been well calculated to attract gen-
eral notice. In some branches of literature and science, the
Germans certainly have excelled all other nations; while in
others, if I read them aright, they have made very great pre-
tensions with quite meanresults. Asin sailing along the New
England coast, you sometimes seem to approach a magnifi-
cent country, variegated with every beauty of mountain and
vale, which, as you come nearer, proves to be a pile of illu-
minated fog; so many of the products of the German intel-
lect, which, viewed at a distance, show rich and splendid, on
closer inspection are found to be poor and commonplace.
When set forth in the imposing vocabulary of the German
language, they sound wonderfully weighty, but translate them
into homely English, and they strike the ear like flat non-
sense.

In classical learning, in translations, in all the departments
of history, in philology, in some branches of theology, in
certain forms of fictions and poetry, in literary criticism, the
German writers are unsurpassed, unrivalled—but on some
other topics, it seems to me, they have vastly more credit than
belongs to them, and that their writings have been admired,
praised, and imitated without much discrimination, and to the
manifest injury of many young and ardent minds. I propose,
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therefore, to devote a little time, in this article, to the exami-
nation of the Teutonic Metaphysics, or the Philosophical The-
ories of Kant and Fichte, Schelling and Hegel, the four great
pillars of the Modern Transcendentalism. The term transcen-
dental, in its strict technical sense, applies only to the philos-
ophy of Kant; but I here take the word according to popular
usage, and apply it to the whole range of German intellectual
philosophy.

The metaphysics of Locke, under various modifications,
have prevailed over English and French mind, the most effec-
tive mind in the civilized world, for more than a century; a
long period, certainly, in an active and thinking age, for any
one system of mental science to maintain its dominion. This
style of philosophizing did not long retain its ascendency
among the Germanic nations, but was there entirely overthrown
more than sixty years ago: and for about twenty-five years
past, there has been a gradual but certain undermining of its
influence in France, England, and the United States. Almost
all the ardent, youthful, investigating mind in these countries,
now feels that the system of Locke, in all its modifications, is
meagre, unspiritual, and unsatisfying, and is anxiously looking
for something better.

On the continent of Europe the system of Locke is gene-
rally known by the name of sensualism, while that which sup-
planted it has usually been called the critical philosophy, and
the general system transcendentalism or idealism. This in
Europe has exerted so wide-spread an influence, especially on
theology, and is so obviously now doing the same in France,
England, and the United States, that some account of it,
though perhaps a little of the driest, cannot be unacceptable
to the readers of the Repository.

All investigation of this Teutonic philosophy is sometimes
opposed in the outset by an argument in ferrorem. ‘ Look (it
is said) at the neologlsm, the unbelief, the irreligion it has pro-
duced in Germany.” But if this be a good argument against
the study of Kant, it is an argument @ fortiori against the
study of Locke ; for it is notorious that Locke’s philosophy is
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the foundation on which the French atheists built their whole
structure of extravagance and wickedness—and every one, I
suppose, will admit that German rationalism is a far more
devout and respectable adversary than French atheism. It is
true that Locke was neither an unbeliever nor an atheist ; and
1t is equally true that Kant was neither a theological neologist
mor a scoffer at religion. The principles of both these phi-
losophers were seized upon by others, perverted and driven to
results which the philosophers themselves never dreamed of,
and would not have sanctioned, In this respect certainly
there is no very great difference between them.

It is also said ¢ that the philosophy of Locke and his Scotch
successors is very plain and simple, while that of Kant and
his German followers is very obscure if not wholly unintelli-
gible.” There may be some truth in this, and yet all the
praise of simplicity and clearness, and all the blame of obscur-
ity and unintelligibleness may not rest’ precisely where the
objection places it. It is easy to follow a man who walks
very slow, and goes but a short distance ; but when a man
walks very fast, and goes a great way, it is not always so easy
to keep in sight of him. The German philosophy professes
to do a great deal more than the Scotch, to investigate further,
to penetrate much deeper, and of course it ought to require
more pains and study to comprehend it. At least, let us not
judge without investigation ; let us not rashly decide that to be
mere senseless jargon in which so many intelligent, able, and
most learned men think they discover most important and
profound truths.

I cannot pretend, within the limits assigned me, to give
even an outline of this philosophy, but only a brief sketch of
its history and changes. And I must say further, that these
systems of German. philosophy are so elaborate, that they go
into investigations to which we are so little accustomed, that
they imply a process of mental training so entirely unlike ours,
and are withal expressed in a language so peculiar, that any
attempt to give in English a sketch of them, in a popular
form, must, from the very necesssity of the case, be imperfect
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and unsatisfactory. This, I think, is stating the case as fairly
as possible for the Germans, and I am sure [ have no disposi-
tion to take any unfair advantage.

SYSTEM OF KANT.

All our knowledge (Locke is understood to say) is de-
rived from sensation or from reflection. By the former we are
made conscious of things external, by the latter we are made
conscious of things internal, or of the operation of our own
minds ; the amount of which doctrine seems to be, that we
can know nothing except that of which we are immediately
conscious.

Berkeley, taking for granted the truth of Locke’s doctrine,
showed that there could be no such thing as matter or the ex-
-ternal world, or at least that we can have no evidence of the
existence of any such thing. For, by our senses we are made
conscious of sensations only, and not of matter itself, and sen-
-sations are affections of mind. From Aristotle to Locke, it
had been asserted that our sensations are copies of the real
objects which produce them. Berkeley proved that a sensa-
tion, that is, an affection of mind, can never be a copy of any
thing which does not resemble mind, can never be a copy of
matter.

Hume probed the point still further. According to him,
we are not more conscious of mind in itself than we are of
matter in itself. All that we are immediately conscious of is
—ideas and impressions ; consequently nothing but ideas and
impressions exist, or rather nothing else can be known to ex-
ist. Following up this train of reasoning, Hume proceeds to
inquire, Whence is our notion of cause derived? Is it from
sensation ? Surely not, for the senses show only that the
two events which we call cause and effect, follow each other,
and never that they are necessarily connected. Is it then
from reflection? But we reflect only on our sensations, and
as these do not contain the notion of cause, so no reflection
can discover it in them. Finding, therefore, that these
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sources of our knowledge, which he with Locke believed to

* be the only ones, afford no clue to that firm belief which
mankind have in the notion of cause, he declared it to be a
mere idea, a habit of the mind acquired by seeing two events
always succeed each other in the same order.

This of course, pushed away all the evidences of religion,
natural and revealed. Hume’s system was successfully
opposed by Dr. Reid, Dr. Beattie, Dugald Stewart, and
others.!

It was these speculations of Hume, on the origin of our
idea of cause, that first started Kant, and set him on those
metaphysical inquiries which have produced such a revolution
in intellectual philosophy, and given so much celebrity to his
own rather odd-sdunding name. Before we give an account
of his system, we must give a brief history of the man.

ImmanueL KanT, the son of an honest, intelligent harness-
maker, was born in Kénigsburg, Prussia, in April, 1725,
and in this city he lived to be eighty years old, scarcely ever
going without its walls, and having never in his life been more
than thirty miles distant from his birth-place. His mother was
a woman of extraordinary talent and piety. Immanuel,
though very poor, contrived with her help to get a university
education in his native city, and soon distinguished himself by
superior scholarship. He made marked progress in metaphy-
sics, hut at that time mathematics and astronomy were his fa-
vorite studies. In 1755, when only twenty-one years old, he
published an astronomical treatise, in which he clearly poiated
out the existence of the planet afterwards called Georgium
Sidus, the supposed discovery of which has since given such
celebrity to the name of Dr. Herschell. This wastwenty-seven
years before Herschell’s discovery, and if the planet ought to
bear the name of its first discoverer, it should be called Kant,
and not Herschell. This will be done, I suppose, when
America is named Columbia. Kant became a professor in
the university of Konigsburg, and his lectures were much

1 8See For. Quart. Review, vol. i. p. 360-65.
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frequented. His metaphysics at first attracted but little at-
tention ; it was six years before his first metaphysical work,
the ¢ Critique of Pure Reason,” began to sell at all ; and the
publisher was on the point of disposing of the sheets to huck-
sters and confectioners for wrapping paper, when it suddenly
became immensely popular, and Kant lived to see his meta-
physics supersede all other systems almost throughout conti-
nental Europe.

Kant was never married, his whole life was that of a labo-
rious student; but he usually took his dinuer at the table of a
large hotel, for the sake of observing the manners and conver-
sation of the company he met there. A contemporary thus
describes him: ¢ Leaner, nay, drier than his small body none
probably ever existed ; and no sage probably ever passed his
life in a more tranquil and self-absorbed maunner. A high,
serene forehead, a fine nose, and clear, bright eyes, distin-
guished his face advantageously.”—*¢ He loved mirthful com-
pany and a good dinner, and was himself an agreeable com-
panion, who never failed to entertain and enliven by his ex-
tensive knowledge, and an inexhaustible store of amusing
anecdotes, which he used to tell in the driest way, without
ever laughing himsell.” He was always remarkably neat
in his person, and strict in his morals.

On reading Hume, Kant felt perfectly satisfied that he
had proved that the idea of cause is not derived from experi-
ence; and he was equally well satisfied that it is impossible
for the mind to get rid of the idea. Well, what then? Isit
a mere habit of thought ?  No, it must be a necessary truth ;
a truth not derived from experience, but arising with experi-
ence—an idea written, as it were, tn the mind with invisible
+ ink, and requiring only the scorch of experience, the contact
of the external world, to make it legible.

This, then, was his starting point—there are necessary truths,
which we do not derive from experience, which come neither
from sensation nor reflection, which can neither be proved nor
disbelieved. This is the corner-stone, the fundamental idea
of his whole philosophy.
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He then began to inquire, How many of these necessary
truths are there, and what are they? He ascertained the
number, as he supposed, to be twelve, and that they could be
arranged in four classes, under the heads of quantity, quality,
relation, and modality. ‘These necessary truths he called
oategories, a nameé borrowed from the philosophy of Aristotle.
He also gave them the name of transcendental truths, or ideas,
because they transcend, go beyond, the bounds of experience.
Hence the name transcendental philosophy, by which he al-
ways distinguished his own theory (though it has since by its

dvocates unanimously been called the critical philosophy) ;
and hence the modern term transcepdentaltsm.

Kant introduced several distinctions which are important
to his philosophical system. Thus he distinguished between
universal or necessary truths, and merely general or con-
tingent truths. For example, that the sun will rise to-mor-
row, that all substances have weight, are merely general or
contingent truths ; for the sun may never rise again, and there
may be substances that have no weight. This class of truths
we derive from experience, and it is the only class of truths
which experience is capable of teaching us. But that ¢ every
thing which begins to exist must have a cause,” is a univer-
sal, a necessary truth ; it is not derived from experience, ex-
perience can neither add to nor take from the evidence of it.
So of all the twelve categories.

The twelve categories are these : Under the head of quan-
tity he has unity, multitude, totality,—under quality, are re-
ality, negation, limitation,—under relation, we have substance
and accident, cause and effect, action and reaction,—and un-
der modality, possibility, existence, necessity. The way in
which these several terms are applied, and the exact meaning °
which they have in the system, can be learned only by a pe-
rusal of his treatises.

Space and time, he affirms, are not the properties of objects
without us, but exist only in the mind itself, being pure' intui-
tions of the internal sense ; and they are the universal forms
of thought, that is, it is impossible for us to think of any thing
as unconnected -with time and space.

7
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He also distinguished between thought and kaowledge, and
especially between the understanding and the reason. Ac-
cording to him, we have three faculties by which we acquire
knowledge, namely, sense, understanding, and reason. Sense
is a passive or receptive faculty, by which we become ac-
quainted with the external world ; understanding is an active
or spoutaneous faculty, by which we form conceptions ; and
reason is the highest faculty of intellectual spontaneity, and
by it we form ideas.

Kant denies that we are capable of knowing what things
are in themselves. For example, we perceive things extended,
but space is not a real exigtence out of the mind, it is merely
a mode of the mind itself; so that the mind perceives things
extended whether they are so or not, just as the eye, when
looking through a green glass, sees things green whether they.
are so or not. Heace the idealism into which Fichte run the
system.

. SYSTEM OF FICHTE.

Jonx Gorruies Ficure was a disciple of Kant. He
was born in 1762, and was successively professor in the uni-
versities of Jena, Erlangen, and Berlin, where he died in
1814. He was a man of noble and excellent private charac-
ter, and his death was a singular one. It was at the time of
the disastrous war with the French, and Berlin was full of
sick and wounded scldiers. The wife of Fichte, like many
other Berlin ladies in the highest walks of life, went to the
hospitals and devoted herself to succoring the sick and wound-
ed. In this benevolent occupation she took the malignant
disease known as the jail-fever ; and then her husband nursed
her with such intense assiduity and unremitting care, that
though she recovered, he took the disease and died.

Fichte out-kanted Kant as much as Berkeley and Hume
out-locked Locke. His object is to derive all knowledge, all
science, from a single principle. He does not, like Kant,
begin with an analysis of the faculties by which we acquire
knowledge, nor, like some other philosophers, by assuming a
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primitive fact, that of consciousness, but supposes only an ori-
ginal act of a spontaneous agent, which he calls the Me (das
Ick in German, in French le Mot), and from this he derives
consciousness itsell. The Me puts forth a spontaneous act,
meets an impediment in something which is external to itself,
a not-Me ; reflection and consciousness are the result. With
this remark to guide you, endeavor to comprehend the follow-
ing brief analysis of the system.

First principle, A=A. X represents the systematic
dependency of the whole. A and X being supposed to exist
in the Me, may be signified thus: the Me is the Me. This
is the self-evident principle in moyal philosophy and know-
ledge in general. By this principle we form judgments, to
judge being an act of the Me. The Me establishes abso-
lutely and independently its own existence, being at once the
agent and the result of the action, in which combination con-
sists the essence of consciousness. The first operation of the
Me is that of reflection on itself, which is occasioned by an
impediment opposed to its hitherto unrestrained energies.
The Me places itself in the position of the subject, inasmuch
as it opposes itself as subject to the obstacle contemplated.

The second principle is this: the Me is not the not-Me.
There is yet a third principle. To exemplify thisan action of
the Me is required, which may illustrate the opposition of the
Me and the not-Me in the Me without destroying the Me.

Reality and negation can be associated only by means of
limitation. Limitation, then, is the third principle. Limita-
tion leads to divisibility. Every thing divisible is a quantity.
Consequently in the Me there must exist a divisible quantity,
and therefore the Me contains something which may be sup-
posed to exist or not to exist without detracting from the real
existence of the Me. Hence we arrive at the distinction of a
separable and an absolute Me. The Me implies the opposi-
tion of a divisible not-Me to the divisible Me. Both of these
have their existence in the absolute Me. Hence the two
following propositions : 1. The Me implies a limitation of its
extent by the not-Me, which circumscribes its absolute and
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otherwise unlimited influence. 2. In like manner the Me
determines and defines the not-Me. Without the opposition
here described there can be no such thing as consciousness,
without an object there can be no subject. The Me cannot
be said to exist except as modified by the not-Me. Also
without a subject there can be no object. The Me must
determine the not-Me, the one implying a passion, the other
an action of the Me.

Our conception of external objects, as external, is an act
of the Me, whereby it transfers to the not-Me a real existence
abstracted from itself. By such an operation of the mind the
not-Me assumes the character of something real as respects
the Me, inasmuch as the Me transfers to it a portion of its own
reality.

From what has been stated may be deduced—1. The
reciprocity existing between the Me and the not-Me. The
action and passion of the Me are one and the same thing as
relates to the not-Me. 2. The operations of the Me tend to
show that the tdeal and the real principles which have been
adopted to explain the connection between mind and external
objects are identical. The explanation is in the fact that we
contemplate the Me as active and the not-Me as passive, and
vice versa.

From such principles the transcendental theory infers the
following conclusions: 1. Mental perception can take place
only in virtue of a reciprocal action between the Me and the
not-Me. 2. The influence of the Me on the not-Me is op-
posed to that of the not-Me on the Me. In such cases the
Me balances as it were between two contrary influences. Such
hesitation is the effect of the imagination, which equally repre-
sents the passive and active operations of the Me, that is,
conveys them to the consciousness. 3. Such a state of hesita-
tion implies the act of contemplating, in which it is difficult to
separate the contemplating subject from the object contem-
plated. It is not reflection, the tendency of which is inwards,
but activity directed toward external objects—Production.
4. From the faculty of contemplating results contemplation,
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* properly so called, which is the effect of the absolute sponta-
neousness of the reason, that is, of the understanding. 5.
Judgment, in the next place, weighs the objects presented to
it by the understanding, and defines their mutual relations. 6.
The contemplation of the absolute spontaneousness of the Me
affords the apprehension of the reason, and the basis of all
science.

This philosophy of Fichte is what the Germans call the
Scientific Theory.

Thus far in our career, through the first half of our voyage,
our course has been tolerably plain; but in the remaining
part of our way, through the mysteries of Schelling and Hegel,
I cannot promise myself equal success. I have read some of
the modern German metaphysicians with considerable care ;
I have conversed with them in their own country, and asked
them various questions as to the precise meaning of the terms
which they use, without being able after all to satisfy myself
that I have gained complete possession of the exact idea
intended to be conveyed. There really seems to be in the
American mind an inherent inaptness to comprehend the Ger-
man speculations ; a difficulty of which the Germans them-
selves sometimes complain both in respect to us and our
cousins of the British island. A professor in one of our Ame-
rican theological seminaries was conversing with a finished
philosopher of Prussia on the deeper mysteries of the German
metaphysics ; and the American insisted on precise and defi-
nite explanations of every proposition announced, of every term
used. The philosopher explained and defined, and defined
and explained ; but every new explanation and definition
seemed only to suggest a new difficulty to the acuteness or
the obtuseness of the quiet, imperturbable Yankee; till at
length the poor German, almost ready to burst with perplexity
and vexation, lifted both hands and eyes to heaven, and
exclaimed in a despairing tone, ¢ Mein Gott, forgive Christo-
pher Columbus for ever having discovered America.” Poor
fellow, it was the first Yankee mind he had ever encountered,
and such a Gibraltar against the entrance of any of his kriegs-
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schiffe of polemic metaphysics he had never before seen.
Well might he think the Yankees would be the death of his
whole tribe.

SYSTEM OF SCHELLING.

Freperick WiLLiam JosepH voN ScHELLING was born
in 1775. He was a pupil of Fichte’s ; he was successively
professor at Jena and Munich, from which last place he was in
1840 transferred by the king of Prussia to Berlin, to counter-
act if possible the too prevalent philosophy of his former pupil
and subsequent rival, the all-conquering Hegel. Schelling is
still at Berlin, a fine, energetic, hearty old man. For a long
time he exerted a wider influence probably than any other
literary man in Germany. He has been a voluminous wri-
ter ; and most of the best scientific and even theological works
which were published in Germany for the space of twenty or
thirty years, were moulded on the principles of his philosophy.
It was from him immediately that Coleridge drew, and the
transcendentalism of this country probably owes its existence
to a great extent to the influence of his writings. He is him-
self much pleased with the exposition which Coleridge has
given of the principles of his philosophy, and considers him
on the whole the very best of the English representatives of
the Teutonic mind.

As to the transcendentalism of Schelling, it transcends the
transcendentalism of Fichte as much as the transcendentalism
of Fichte transcends the transcendentalism of Kant. It is
difficult to find English expressions suited to convey his ideas ;
but if I were to attempt to express, in plain, common-sense
English, the great result of his whole philosophy, it would be
in the words following, to wit :

Every thing ts every thing—and

EVERY THING ELSE IS EVERY THING—and

EVERY THING IS EVERY THING ELSE.

Perhaps it will aid you in following the analysis of Schel-
ling’s philosophy, if I state to you in the outset that his method
seems to be the reverse of Lord Bacon’s. Bacon says we
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must begin with the examination of phenomena ; Schelling
seems to say we must begin with the examination of the thing
itself. Bacon supposes that we can know little or nothing of
the thing itself, but only of what it does ; but with Schelling,
on the contrary, the thing itself, the absolute, is the very
starting-point of all knowledge. I will illustrate my meaning
by a familiar example. The high bluffs of our western wa-
ters are frequently composed of a soft, friable earth, in which
the swallows make deep, horizontal holes for dwelling places.
Lord Bacon tells us we must climb up to the mouths of these
holes and look in, if we would ascertain their exact form and
dimensions. Schelling thinks this a very imperfect and clumsy
method, and he tells us, if we would know not only the exact
shape and dimensions of those holes, but also what the very
holes are in themselves, we must cut away the whole bank of
earth, and leave the holes sticking out, in the abstract, in
puris naturalibus, and then we shall know.

We now proceed to the proposed analysis.

Fichte, as you have seen, derives all our knowledge from
the Me, brought to reflection and consciousness by finding its
spontaneous activity limited and resisted by the " not-Me.
Schelling gets beyond this at once ; he derives our knowledge
neither from the Me nor from the Not-me, but from that which
is superior to and unites them both, from which they both
spring as their source, namely, the Absolute. He affirms, that
to know and fo be are one and the same thing. The Abso-
lute is neither infinite nor finite, neither to know nor to be,
neither subject nor object ; but that wherein all opposition of
subject and object, knowledge and existence, spirit and inert
nature, ideal and real—together with all other differences and
distinctions—are absorbed and disappear, leaving an indis-
soluble and equal union of knowledge and existence. This
absolute identity of the ideal and the real, and absolute indif-
ference of the differing, of unity and plurality, is the unity
which comprehends the universe. Absolute identity exists,
and out of its limits nothing really exists, and conse-
quently nothing is finite which exists of itself (per se). All
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that is, is absolute identity, or a development of its essence.
This development takes place in conformity with certain cor-
relative opposition of terms, which are derived from absolute
identity, as the poles or sides of the same objects, with
a preponderance to the ideal or real, and become identified
by the laws of totality ; the principle of their development
being that of identity in triplicity. Such development is
sometimes styled a division of the absolute ; sometimes a
spontaneous revelation of the same ; sometimes a falling off of
ideas from the Deity. By such a revelation absolute know-
ledge is made possible to us, reason itself (so far as it is abso-
lute) being the identification of the ideal and the real. The
characteristic form of the absolute is absolute knowledge, in
which identity and unity assume the character of duality
(A= A). The leading propositions of this theory, conse-
quently, are: 1. That there exists but one identical nature ;
and that merely a quantitive (not a qualitive) exists between
objects as to their essence, resulting from the preponderance
of the objective or subjective, the ideal or the real. The finite
has only an apparent existence, inasmuch as it is the product
of merely relative reflection. 2. The one absolute nature
reveals itself in the external generation of existing things,
which on their part constitute the form of the first. Conse-
quently, each individual being is a revelation of the absolute
being in a determinate form. Nothing can exist which does
not participate in the divine being. Consequently, the natural
world is not dead, but animated a-d divine no less than the
ideal. 3. This revelation of the absolute takes place in con-
formity with certain correlative oppositions, which characterize
different gradations of development with a preponderance of
the ideal or real, and which, consequently, are nothing more
than so many expressions of absolute identity. Science inves-
tigates these oppositions and presents a picture of the universe,
by deducing the ideas of objects from the original contempla-
tion of the absolute on the principle of ideality in triplicity, in
conformity with the creative process observable in nature itself.
This is the process of construction. This ideal construction
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is what we call philosophy (the science of ideas), the highest
effort of which is, the perception of a relative form amid the
multifariousness of external nature, and the recognition, in this
relative form, of absolute identity.

The scheme of such construction is this :

I. The Absolute—the Universe in its original form—the
Deity manifested in

II. Nature—the Absolute in its secondary form,

Its relative and real, Its relative and ideal,
According to the following gradations :

Truth — science — good-
ness- religion—beauty—art.

Weight—matter—light—
motion—organic structure—
life.

Above these gradations, and independent of them, are ar-
ranged :

Man as Microcosm, The State,
The System of the World,
or History.
The external Universe. I

This theory of Schelling is called the Identity Theory.

The analysis I bave given as it is usually given by the
Schellingites. I do not pretend to understand these mysteries,
or to be able to explain them. Let us hasten to the fourth
and last pillar in this great temple of transcendentalism, to
Hegel. I hope you are not yet tired ; or if you are I am
sorry for you ; for as Sancho Panza used to tell his master,
all that has gone before is but as tarts and cheese-cakes com-
pared with what you are coming to now. And I crave the
more indulgence, as in this part of my task I can have no
assistance from the labors of those who have gone before me ;
for, so far as I know, I am the first who has ventured on the
vast enterprise of translating any part of Hegel into English.
The inherent difficulties of a first attempt of this kind I hope
will be properly appreciated.
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System or HecEeL.

Georee WiLLiam Freperic HeceL was born 1770.
He was at first a disciple and associate of Schelling’s, though a
few years his senior, but soon got beyond him and set up for
himself. He was professor first at Heidelberg, and afterwards
at Berlin, at which last place he died of cholera in the autumn
of 1831. He is much celebrated in Germany as a writer on
the philosophy of law. With him the productiveness of the
German mind, in respect to metaphysics, seems to have ceased,
or at least to be taking a breathing spell ; for though thirteen
years have elapsed since his death, as yet no rival system has
appeared. It is true that Schelling, by the special request of
the King of Prussia, is now attempting something which may
serve to supersede Hegel ; but the success of the effort re-
mains yet to be tested. Indeed it is affirmed by the Hegelians
that no rival system ever can be established, because that of
Hegel is already perfect. Says an active Hegelian of Berlin :
¢ The system is perfect. The history of philosophy, and the
business of philosophers, hereafter, can be nothing else than
to explain, apply, and propagate his (Hegel’s) doctrines.”
He further compares Hegel to Jesus Christ, and as one of his
ardent disciples who had long sat at his feet, he cries out to
his younger associates : * Go ye into all the world and preach
this new Gospel.” These extravagances were uttered at his
funeral as his body was lowered into the grave. Another of
his eulogists on that occasion compared him to Alexander the
Great, and said that the kingdom of science would thereafter
be divided among his disciples.

In Germany I became acquainted with several Hegelians,
some of them of great learning and the highest standing in
society ; and they all seemed to have the same extravagant
estimate of him. This fact, together with the enormous influ-
ence he has exerted, has led me to make several attempts to
become ‘acquainted with his system ; but after many strenu-
ous efforts, I have never been able, I must frankly confess it,
to find out what the man means by any thing which he says
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in all his writings which I have examined, and they have been
nota few. I will give the reader some extracts literally trans-
lated into English, and perhaps he will be more fortunate
than T have been, and be able to draw meaning from the
words. Hegel is very careful, according to the injunction of
John Locke, to define his terms, and as he has much to say
respecting ideas, our first extract shall be his definition of an
idea.

“An idea (says Hegel) is the course that the notion as the gene-
ralness which is singleness, determines itself to the objectivity and to
the opposition against the same ; and this externalness, which has the
notion to its substance, through its immanent dialectic, brings back
itself in the subjectivity.” '—HEeaEL’s Encyclop. sec.215. HENGSTEN-
BERG’S Kirchenseitung, vol. xxviii., p. 355.

This, however, is an old definition, and when the last edi-
tion of Hegel’s Encyklopiidie der philosoph. Wissenschaften,
edited by Leopold von Henning, and published at Betlin in
1842, was received in this country, I immediately examined
it to see if any new light had been thrown on the important
word tdea. The result was as follows:

Hegels last definition of Idea.

“The idea is the true in and of itself—the absolute oneness of the
notion and the objectivity. Its ideal contents is no other than the no-
tion in its determination ; its real contents is only its representation
which it gives itself in the form of external existence, and this shape
enclosed in its ideality, in its power, so preserves itself in it.”

% The idea absolute.”

“The idea as oneness of the subjective and the objective idea, is
the notion of the idea, to which the idea as such the subject, to which

1 We give in the margin the original German of this and the subsequent
definitions, that the reader, if he can and will, may make a better translation
for himself than we have been able to make for him in the text.

Die idee ist der Verlauf, dass der Begriff als die Allgemeinheit, welche Ein-
zelnheit ist, sich zur Objectivitdt und zum gegensatz gegen dieselbe bestimmt,
und diese Adsgerlichkeit, die den Begriff zu ihrer substanz hat durch ihre im-
manente Dialektic sich in die Subjectivitat zQruck fahrt.
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it is the object—an object in which all the determinations come to-
gether. This oneness is herewith the absolute and entire truth, the
idea sel~thinking itself, and indeed here as thinking, as logical idea.” !
HeceL's Werke, Band. V1., S. 385, 408.

Having thus received floods of light on the notion of an
idea, from the luminous pages of Hegel, let us proceed to
enlighten ourselves with one or two more of his instructive defi-
nitions. We will select the definitions of those two most im-
portant terms in philosophical discussion, to wit, ¢ Something ”
(Etwas) and ¢ Nothing” (Nichts).

HegeDs definition of © Something.”

“The something is the first negation of the negation, as simple
existing reference to itsell. Existence, life, thought, etc., determines
itself’ essentially to the existing, the living, the thinking (Me), etc.
This determination is of the highest importance, in order not to re-
main standing by existence, life, thought, etc.—also not by the Deity
(instead of God) as generalities. Something avails to the represen-
tation with right as a real.” 3

There is very much more of it, but this may suffice as a
specimen.
Hegel's definition of “ Nothing.”
% Nothing, the pure nothing ; it is simple likeness with itself; per-
fect emptiness, destitution of determination and contents ; undistinc-

1 Die Idee ist das Wahre an und fir sich, die absolute Einheit des Be-
griffs und der Objectivitat. Ihr ideeller Inhalt ist kein anderer als der Begriff
in seinen Bestimmungen ; ihr reeller Inhalt ist nur seine Darstellung, die er
sich in der Form @usserlichen Daseyns giebt und diese Gestalt, in siene ldeahta!
eingeschlossen, in seiner Macht, so sich in ihr erhalt.”

Die absolute Idee.

Die Idee als Einheit der subjectiven und der objectiven Idee ist der Begriflf
der Idee, der die Idee als solche der gegenstand, dem das Object sie ist ; ein
Object, in welchem alle Bestimmungen zusammengegende sind. Diese Emheit
ist hiermit die absolute und alle Wakrheit, die sich selbst denkende ldee, und
zwar hier als denkende, als logiscke Idee.

* Das Etwas ist die erste Negation der Negation, als einfache seyende Be-
ziehung auf sich. Daseyn, Leben, Denken, u. s. f. bestimmt sich wesentlich zum
Daseyende, Lebendigen, Denkenden (Ich),u.s. f. Diese bestimmung ist won
der hochsten Wichtigkeit, um nicht bey dem Daseyn, Leben, Denken, u. s. f.
auch nicht bey dem Gottheit (statt Gottes) als Allgemeinheiten stehen zu
bleiben. Etwas gilt der Vorstellung mit Recht als ein Reeles.

THIRD SERIES, VOL. I. NO. I, 6
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tiveness initsel(:”’ '—HgeaeL’s Wissenschaft der Logik, Th. 1. 8. 120-
28. Berlin, 1833.

If a man, after reading these definitions, cannot be said
to know something, it is very certain that he must have ac-
quired a very graphic idea of nothing. Itis but a small
part of the definitions that we have been able to give ; for the
definition and description of something occupy two and a half
closely printed octavo pages ; and then as many more pages
are occupied on something and another (etwas und ein
anderes) ; and on nothing the distinguished author is almost
equally copious.

Having thus examined some of the parts, shall we now
endeavor to get a representation of the system as a whole ?

In this rather unpromising task we shall avail ourselves,
so far as possible, of the assistance of the philosopher himself.
In his Encyclopedia of the Philosophical Sciences, from which
we have already quoted, he professes to avoid, as far as pos-
sible, abstract terms, and to bring the ideas as near as possible
to the common understanding. Inthe Conversations-Lexikon
der neuesten Zeit und Literatur, Leipzig, 1833, Th. II., S.
380-83, there is an analysis of the whole system formed from
the Encyclopedia, from which we shall translate as near as
possible ad verbum, for as to a translation ad sensum we must
confess it lies quite beyond our power. The analysis thus
formed may safely be taken, if not for the system itself, at
least for an accurate likeness of it, yea, a Daguerreotype
likeness, though, perhaps, like other Daguerreotypes, the fea-
tures may not appear very distinct, unless the picture be held
in precisely the right light.

Analysis of Hegels Philosophy.

Philosophy is divided into three parts. 1. Logic, the
science of the idea in and of itself (an und fiir sich). 2.

) Nichts, das reine Nichts; es ist einfache Gleichheit mit sich selbst, voll-
kommene Leerheit, Bestimmungs- und Inbaltslosigheit ; Ununterschiedenheit
in ihm selbst.
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Natural Philosophy, as the science of the idea in its other-to-
be (ihren Andersseyn) ; and 8. The philosophy of the spirit
(Geist), as of the idea which returns back into itself out of its
other-to-be. Logic is here enriched with a special fore-no-
tion, which treats of the different positions of the thought to
the objectivity. The essence of nature is the idea in the form
of the other-to-be, or the outwardness. Thereby the notions-
determinate acquire the appearance of an indifferent sub-
sistency and of the individualizing towards each other. Na-
ture shows in its there-to-be (Daseyn) no freedom, but
necessity and accidentness. Nature indeed in itself| in the
idea, is divine ; but as it is, its to-be (Seyn) corresponds not
to its notion; it is rather the unexplained contradiction. Man
may well admire in it the wisdom of God ; but every concep-
tion of the spirit, the simplest of its imaginings, the play of its
most accidental humors, every word, is a more excellent
knowledge-ground for the existence of God, than any one
single nature-subject. And though the spiritual accident-
ness, the will-choice, goes on even to wickedness, yet this
itself is an infinitely higher thing than the regular behaviour
of the stars, or than the innocence of the plants. Nature
is to be regarded as a system of gradations, of which one
necessarily proceeds out of the other, but not so that it is
naturally begotten out of it, but in the inner idea making out
the ground of the nature. The immediate concrete is a rich-
ness of attributes, which are out of each other, and more or
less indifferent toward each other, toward which even on
that account the simple for itself existing subjectivity is like-
wise indifferent, and leaves them to external, consequently to
accidental determinations. This is the weakness of nature,
not to remain true to its notions-determinate, and according
to them to determine and preserve its structures (Gebilde).
The idea of nature is : 1. In the determination of the out-
of-each-other (Aussereinander), the infinite individualizing,
out of which the unity of the form, and therefore as an ideal,
is only sought—Mechanics : thereto belong space and time,
matter and motion. II. In the determination of the special
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ness, so that the form-determinations are realized, or the
reality is set with immanent definiteness and existent differ-
ence, or reflections-relation, whose in-itself-to-be (Insichseyn)
is the individuality—Physics : thereto belong, (a) the free
physical bodies, light—the bodies of the opposition, sun,
planet, moon, comet. (b) The elements. In these moments
(motive-powers) consists the general individuality. The phy-
sique of the special individuality embraces weight, cohesion,
sound, warmth ; and finally the physique of the total individu-
ality contains the form, the specializing of the individual
body, and the chemical process. IIL. In the determination
of the subjectivity, in which the real distinctions of the
form are brought back even to the ideal oneness, which itself
is formed to itself and for itself—Organics : thereto belong,
(a) the geological nature ; (b) the vegetable nature ; (c) the
animal organism.

The third part of philosophy is the philosophy of the -
spirit. The spirit has for us nature for its presupposition,
whose truth, and therewith whose absolute First, it is. In this
truth nature has disappeared, and the spirit has given itself up
as theidea attained to its for-itself-to-be (Fursichseyn), whose
object even so well as the subject is the notion. The essence
of the spirit is on this account formally freedom, according to
which it can abstract itself from itsown externalness, its there-
to-be (Daseyn), and generally makes itself to a particular.
Therefore its determinateness is manifestation. It sets nature

* as its world. The absolute is the spirit, this is the highest defi-
nition of the absolute. In its development the spiritis: I. Sub-
jective spirit. This is, (A) immediate, soul or nature spirit,
the subject of anthropology. Here the talk is of the relation
between soul and body, of the natural qualities of the soul, of
the temperament-diversities, periods of life, sensibilities, dream-
ing, and animal magnetism, as also of self-feeling and habit.
(B) For itself, yet as identical reflection in itself, consciousness,
the subject of phenomenology of the spirit. (C) The spirit de-
termining itself in itself, as subject for itself, the subject of
psychology. The forth-stepping of the spirit is development ;
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and so it is, (‘@) theoretical spirit, that is reason for itself to
be, as intelligence to know that it is reason. The so-called
powers or faculties of the spirit are mere determinations of re-
flection, whereby the spirit is made to an aggregate nature, a
strong-jointed, mechanical collection. Feeling is the lowest
form of the spirit, the merely subjective, the renouncing of
the nature and the notion of the thing. From feeling arise
the activities of the spirit in the following order : intuition,
conception, recollection, imagination, memory, thought.
Thought is the thing, simple identity of the subject and ob-
ject.  What is thought, is; and whatis, is only in so far as it
is thought. Thought as this free generality is understanding,
judgment, and reason ; and in so far as it is in respect to its
contents free, the will. At first this practical spirit shows it-
self in the feeling of the right, the moral, etc. But the fur-
ther delivery is the reasonable therein to be comprehended in
the form of the reasonableness. The evil which enters in this
place is the incommensurateness of the be to the should.
The treating of the desires, inclinations and passions, accord-
ing to their true moral import, is the doctrine of duties.
II. Objective spirit. This is the oneness of the theoretical
and practical, the free-will, which thinks itself, and is intelli-
gence. This reality, as the being of the free-will, is, (A) the
right ; (B) the morality ; (C) the decency. The decency is
the perfection of the objective spirit, and the truth of the
objective and subjective spirit itself. The free substance has
in it as the spirit of a people reality. Thereto belong the
family life, civil society, the state, which by its history goes
over into the world’s history. Hereby the spirit becomes the
world-spirit. The spirit of every one single people is destined
only to fill out one degree in the development of the same,
and to perfect one commission of the whole deed. III. The
absolute spirit. The absolute spirit is the eternally in itself
being, and in itself returning and back-turning identity, the
one and general substance as spiritual, the knowing of the ab-
solute idea. The development-steps of the same are, (a)
art; (b) revealed religion ; (c) philosophy. Thisis the high-
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est step of consciousness, which is not merely the oneness of
art and religion, but it even elevates them to the self-con-
scious thought.

The notion of philosophy is the self-thinking idea, the
knowing truth, the logical with the signification that it is the
generalness, in the concrete contents as in its reality, so that
science in this way goes back in its beginning, and the logical
is become its result.

Such is the outline of this famous theory as derived from
the author himself, and “divested (so it is said) of technical
phraseology, and the ideas brought as near as passible to the
common understanding.” If this be ¢ as near as possible,”
then certainly *as near as possible” is a long way off. Let
noone say I have caricatured the system. I have simply
translated the German account of it in the clearest and most
definite terms I can find in the English language. These
terms probably may have a technical meaning unknown to the
uninitiated. In wading through the works of Hegel, (if my
recollection serves me there are some twenty-five or thirty
octavo volumes of them,) it seems now and then as if I could
catch a “bit of a glimmer;” but my most honest and stren-
uous endeavors have seldom been rewarded with a single defi-
nite idea, and I am often inclined to say of his philosophy
what a Yankee lawyer once said of the argument of his oppo-
nent: it is all an empty meal-bag ; it can’t stan’ up. Yet
when I see such men as Marheinecke and Goerchel professing
to understand and admire and follow it as the only true phi-
losophy, such men as Hengstenberg and Doerner professing
to understand and abhor it as the concentration of atheism
and falsehood, and even such a man as Tholuck balancing
and half inclined to believe and yet doubting whether it be
safe ; when I consider that it has almost boundless sway over
the most intellectual nation in the world, I cannot, without
some difficulty, bring myself to believe that it is all unmeaning
jargon. It is one of Hegel’s maxims, ¢ was wirklich ist, ist
verniinftig ’—whatever really is, is reasonable ; and on this
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principle Hegel’s philosophical theory may perhaps be pro-
nounced a reasonable one. It is the theory of Strauss and
Bruno Bauer and the other most powerful opponents of the
Bible and of the very idea of a supernatural revelation ; and it
is also the theory of Goerchel, an eminent civilian and warm-
hearted Christian, and of Marheinecke, one of the most distin-
guished of the German theologians and ecclesiastical historians,
and a very orthodox Lutheran.

I became personally acquainted with Marheinecke and
exceedingly interested in him. He is a fine, stately old gen-
tleman, and in his bearing and manners altogether kingly. He
is certainly a man of great talent and varied learning, and
capable of thinking and speaking with the utmost clearness
and precision. His history of the German Reformation, and
his historical development of the Roman Catholic faith in his
Symbolik, are among the best specimens of a clear historic
style that can be found, and remind one, more than almost any
other modern works, of the terseness and energy of Tacitus.
His sermons, too, many of them, are models of perspicuous,
concise, energetic declamation ; and it is eulogy enough to
say that he occupies without disadvantage the pulpit which
once was Schleiermacher’s.

Marheinecke has written a system of theology on the prin-
ciples of the Hegelian philosophy, and as an illustration of
what this philosophy can do for theology, I will cite the defi-
nition of conversion which is given in the second edition of the
work alluded to:

“In effectual calling the divine and human spirit are still in the
abstract distinction ; it is still the one-sided divine activity in distinc-
tion from the human, and this is therein so good as not at all fixed.
The notion and the necessity of the notion of effectual calling is the
truth that the initiative to all following steps and operations of grace
is this itself] or that God as spirit is the operating principle itself; the
man on his side throughout can contribute nothing thereto. But
since this grace itself would not be what it is, if it were altogether
without consequences and effects, so it has in this its inward self-de-
termination likewise the necessary movement out of the abstraction
into the reality, and is not only the effectual calling, but also the
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effecting of that whereto it calls, and as such the divine conversion ot
the man.” Ezek. 18: 23, 28, 33: 11, 14. Mal. 3: 7. 1 Pet. 2: 25.'—
(Die Grundlehren der christlichen Dogmatik als Wissenschaft.
Zuweite, voellig neu ausgearbeitete Auflage. Berlin, 1827. S 288-9.)

The whole work is equally lucid, and equally well fortified
by Scripture authority.

Inasmuch as Bruno Bauer, Strauss, and others, have made
use of the Hegelian philosophy to demolish the authority of
the Christian revelation, Marhemecke felt himself bound to
use the same philosophy to defend it ; but after the learned
theologian had delivered his lectures on this subject, the king
of Prussia, regarding Marheinecke’s defence as even more
dangerous than Bauer’s attack, prohibited their publication.
What there was to alarm his Majesty I cannot tell, for I
should as soon think of being alarmed at seeing boys blowing
smoke at each other through a gun-barrel.

Schelling has the honor of being both the master and the
successor of Hegel. While Hegel lived, Schelling saw his
own system almost universally superseded by that of his
pupil, without offering any resistance ; and it was not till
Hegel had been three years dead, that Schelling, after twenty-
four years’ silence, began to write again, and in a new style,
in 1834. In 1840 he was called by the king of Prussia from
Munich to Berlin, for the express purpose of counteracting the
influence of Hegelianism by means of his new system, the

! Von der Bekehrung—In der Berufung ist der gottliche und menschliche
Geist noch im abstracten Unterschicde ; sie ist die noch cingeitige, géttliche
Thatigkeit im Unterschiede von der menschlichen, und diese ist darin so gut,
wie noch gar nicht gesetzt. Der Begriff und die Nothwendigkeit des Begriffs
der Berufung ist die Wahrheit, dass die Initiative zu allen folgenden Schritten
und Wirkungen der Gnade diese selbst oder Gott als Giest das bewirkende
Prinzip selber sey, der Mensch dazu von seiner Seite durchaus nichts beitragen
konne. Aber indem dicse Gnade selber nicht wire, was sie ist, wenn sie ganz
erfolg- ‘und wirkungslos ware, so hat sie in dieser ihrer innern seibstbestim-
mung zugleich die nothwendige Bewegung aus der Abstraction in die Wirk-
lichkeit, und ist nicht nur Berufung, sondern auch Bewirkung dessen, wozu sie
beruft, und als solche die gdttliche Bekchrung des Menschen. Ezek. 18: 23, 28,
33:11,14. Mal. 3: 7. 1Pet. 2: 25.
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product of his old age. This new system he calls the ¢ posi-
tive philosophy of revelation”—the ¢ historical philosophy
—the “system of freedom,” etc. According to Schelling,
Hegel’s system is: ¢ Der Immanenz der Dinge in Gott”—
the inabiding of things in God, which is pantheism ; whilst
his own new system is ¢ Das Werden der Dinge aus Gott”’—
the growing of things out of God, which is theism, and the
Bible doctrine. But as the great master and oracle of both is
Spinoza, it is difficult to say which is the most pantheistic.
The great problem with them all is the ¢ freedom of the will,”
or the “ moral freedom of man ;”’ and all the light they have
thrown upon the subject has thus far, as it seems to me, served
only to make the darkness more visible. In this conclusion I
am sustained by some of the clearest and most acute minds in
Germany itself, as for example by old Dr. Paulus of Heidelberg.
In many respects Paulus is among the most remarkable of the
literary men of Germany. Sorue forty or fifty years ago, he
was the leading, commanding spirit of German rationalism,
and now, though verging toward ninety, (he was born in’
1761,) he has fire, spirit, and energy enough to furnish half a
dozen ordinary young men. 1 had a long conversation with
him, and never was I more intensely interested. There he
was, a little skeleton of an old man, reclining on cushions
amid a confused heap of old books and dusty manuscripts, with
a tall, black velvet cap, and under it a withered pale face,
from the middle of which apparently (such was the height of
forehead) sparkled two of the sharpest black eyes, shining
like diamonds in the dark ; and in the eagerness of conversa-
tion he would throw out his long, choppy forefinger, and ever
and anon strike it to his head, where it would just bury itself
and almost go out of sight among the remarkable phrenological
protuberances of his brow. Altogether it was a most exciting
scene ; and I could not but think that is the way Faust must
have appeared in some of his violent theological altercations
with Mephistopheles. Paulus has a wonderfully clear, pene-
trating, driving sort of mind ; and his deliberate judgments on
such a subject as the Teutonic metaphysics, are as valuable
as those of any other man living.
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In 1835, the year before Isaw him, this clear-headed,
sharp-sighted, sarcastic old man published what he called
¢« Entdeckungen iiber den Entdeckungen der neuesten Phi-
losophie”—Discoveries respecting the discoveries of the
most recent philosophy—in which he affirmed that he had dis-
covered those boasted discoveries to be just nothing at all.
Schelling seemed to stand in dread of such attacks as these,
and was very careful not to publish any full development of
his new views. Paulus, after waiting long in vain for Schel-
ling to come out on his own responsibility, in the winter of
1841-42, sent a student to Berlin to take full notes of Schel-
ling’s course of lectures. These he afterwards published,
with short biting notes in his own peculiar style, under the
title : ¢ The Revelation-philosophy at length revealed.” The
full German title is so characteristic and instructive, that it is
too good to be lost, and we accordingly insert it at length:

“ Die endlich offenbar gewordene positive Philosophie der Offen-
barung, eder Entstchungs-Geschichte, wortlicher Text, Beurtheilung
und Berichtigung der von Schellingischet Entdeckungen aber Philo-
sophie iberhaupt, Mythologie und Offenbarung des dogmatischen
Christenthums in Berliner Winterkursus von 1841-42. Der allge-
meine Prifung vorgelegt von Dr. Heinrich Eberhardt Gottlob Pau-
lus.”

With this publication Schelling was most excessively an-
noyed, and instead of answering it, he prosecuted the author,
the publisher, and the student who took the notes ; but all
his law-suits went against him. In 1801 Schelling had de-
clared that ¢“he saw himself impelled, by the condition of
science, to spread before the public the system itself which
lies at the foundation of his representations of natural and
transcendental philosophy, (and which he, in order always to
understand his own position, had hitherto kept to himself
alone,) as the philosophy which he had the boldness to affirm
to be the only one.” Dr. Paulus, it seems, had been waiting
forty years for this wonderful philosophy to be ushered
mto the world by its proper parent; and waiting so long in
vain, and becoming almost completely discouraged, in order
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that the world might not entirely lose the benefit of so im-
portant a scheme, he undertook to smuggle it into the. public
view in the way which has been already indicated.

It is these speculations, such as they are, which the Ger-
man philosophy has substituted for the Bible. All authority
of revelation being discarded, the human mind there is like a
man wandering in a prairie ; there is on every side a bound-
less prospect ; there is neither pathway nor guide; there is
in every direction the same profusion of plants and flowers,
without any diversities sufficient to mark his progress ; and the
proud wanderer, disdaining to turn his eyes toward the lumi-
naries of heaven which might direct him, pushes onward and
onward with laborious diligence, and applauds himself for his
rapid progress, when he is only returning again and again
upon his own track without knowing it. Just so it will be
here, if the guidance of revelation be abandoned for the bril-
liant mazes of transcendentalism, to which, it must be con-
fessed, there is now a strong tendency. But some boast of
the independence of the human mind, and rejoice in these
developments as proofs of its exercising that independence.
The human mind is not independent, and independent it can-
not be. It was created limited, and of course dependent. It
feels its own dependence in its inmost heart. From the very
necessity of its nature, it must have some God to worship,
some authority to lean upon. In Germany, where the autho-
rity of revelation has been so generally rejected, the mind has
no more independence than it has here, where the authority
of revelation is still so generally respected. As the ancient
Egyptians in their wisdom despised the God of the Hebrews,
and worshipped crocodiles and calves, so literary Germany
in her pride has despised Jesus Christ, and worshipped her
Hegels and her Goethes, both, as the Apostle Paul expresses
it, receiving within themselves that recompense of their errors
that was meet. :

God, who created the soul and knows its wants, has given
his holy Word, the Bible, as authority in all questions of re
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ligion, and whosoever rejects this authority, wars against his
own soul, and sooner or later will be compelled, if he persist
in this rejection, to sink down on some other and far inferior
authority, from a God to a reptile.  Are not the ¢ montes par-
turientes,” and the “ridiculus mus” of the Teutonic Phi-
losophy sufficient to warn us against rejecting the good old
Bible of our forefathers, and accepting transcendentalism in its
stead ?

I believe there are truths in philosophy altogether beyond
what Locke or his disciples have developed, and every honest
well directed attempt to ascertain these deeper truths I would
welcome and honor.

But these depths are not to be discovered and sounded by
casting aside the chart and plummet of divine revelation, and
trusting the unaided efforts of the human mind. It is to be
done only by a deeper study of the Word of God and the
Book of Nature, a more laborious comparison of one with the
other, a more patient, intense, earnest searching out of the
analogies between them ; a work only just commenced by
Butler, but which no man has since completed or even carried
much beyond the rude though noble beginnings, which that
master spirit has left behind him.

Think over again the systems of philosophy which have
now been exhibited, and which are the foundation of all the
unbiblical philosophies of our times, and see whether there
really is any thing in them worthy of your confidence ; any
thing to justify your forsaking the Bible and going after them.
Are they adapted to the wants of human nature? Are they
fitted to exert an influence for good over man? Can they
control the wicked ? Can they comfort the sad? Oh! this
is not forsaking the sun for the flame of a taper, it is rejecting
the light of the imperishable heavens for the glow of a rotten
tree. It is at best but a magic lantern, either entirely dark or
producing only phantasmagoria by its feeble light.

But one extreme usually begets another and its opposite,
and the folly of rejecting the authority of Scripture is now
equalled by the opposite folly of encumbering this authority
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with ecclesiastical traditions, and a pretended inherent church
power derived through an external organization, and not at
all dependent on or productive of spiritual communion with
God, a moral sympathy between the soul and its Maker.
Transcendentalism and ecclesiasticism both put man in the
place of God, but transcendentalism still has this advantage,
that it compels the would-be God-man to prove his divinity
by the power of his intellect, by the exertions of his soul ;
while ecclesiasticism pretends to give man his divine power,
by the performance of certain trivial, external acts, which
might just as well be done by a piece of clockwork, or by a
steam engine of a one-mouse power, as by a man. We can-
not go back to the infancy of the world or to the middle ages
to get rid of the evils of the present; we must go forward.
Society will not retrograde, it must advance. What man in
his senses will now prefer a pyramid to a railroad, a cathe-
dral to a Croton aqueduct! Wil it be said that the pyramid
and the cathedral embody a great idea? So does also the
railroad, and that too a very active and useful idea. Say not
thou what is the cause that the former days were better than
these, for thou dost not inquire wisely concerning this. God
is in heaven and man on earth, and the truths of the Bible,
believed and obeyed, felt and practised, are the connecting
medium between God and man, and not the external nte—
the visible church organization. These are but the necessi-
ties of earthliness—the body and not the soul—which, so far
from conferring spiritual good of themnseclves when the soul has
departed, are corrupting, offensive, nauseating ; disgusting to
intelligent men, and an abomination in the sight of God.

But the follies of transcendentalism and the fooleries of
ecclesiasticism are usually the resort of idle minds, which
have nothing else to employ themselves upon ; or of despond-
ing, timid minds, which can trust neither in themselves nor in
God.

We in this country have so much to excite us, and so
much to do, that we have no right to be either idle or timid,
no excuse for becoming either transcendentalists or monks.
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Here is an empire to be reared under auspices more favorable
than have ever attended the rearing of an empire before ; here
the whole commonwealth is free as no commonwealth ever
was free before ; here all nations flow together as nations
never flowed together before ; here every individual mind has
full opportunity for self-development as individual mind has
never had opportunity before ; here the religion of the bible
has a fair unencumbered field for the full manifestation of its
power such as it has never had before. All depends on what
is now done. This is the crisis, The prize is put into our
hands, and here is employment enough to use up all our super-
fluous activity, without chasing after the hallucinations of a
Hegel or of an Ignatius Loyola, or of any of the brood of
Ignatiuncula, his feeble imitators, with which even Protest-
antism now abounds. We have enough to do for a long time
to come within the limits of revelation, and where revelation
can help us, before we get beyond it into transcendentalism or
ecclesiasticism ; and if we are wise men, if we are benevolent
men, let us do with our might what our hands find to do, or
very soon it will be forever too late.

And what do we want for our country, and especially for
the West? and toward what point should our labors be
directed ?

For one who has been brought up amid New England
institutions, who has witnessed the influence of these institu-
tions on the great mass of the people, and has contrasted the
New Englanders in respect to intelligence, activity, thrift, and
prevalent morality, with the inhabitants of other lands, there
can be but one answer to this question. We want for the
West a more extensive and permanent establishment of New
England institutions, a larger infusion of the New England
spirit, than is now to be found there ; and toward this point
ought the most strenuous efforts of New England men to be
directed.

. It is a fact universally acknowledged by the political
philosophers of the old world, a fact well known among the
intelligent statesmen of our own land, that most of that which
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is peculiar in our national development, which characterizes
our institutions, political, educational, and religious, is mainly
of New England origin and growth. The present tendencies
of civilization throughout the world, the tendency to the
equalization of rights, to the elevation and the comfort of the
many, to the annihilation of privileged orders, to universal edu-
cation, to religious liberty, to a free press and an open Bible,
owe, if not their origin, at least their most fresh and healthful
growth, to the fathers of New England. These are now the
prevailing tendencies of civilization throughout the world ; and
in our Western country, had there been no large foreign immi-
gration, this tendency would have been at the present moment
the prevailing and unrivalled one. But foreign immigration
has brought in the opposite pole of civilization, the civilization
of Rome, which is, in all points, the antipode of the civiliza-
tion of New England. Weakened and discouraged in Europe,
it acquires fresh strength and boldness in the new and fertile
districts of the Western States ; and the intention of the French
government, centuries ago, to command that whole Western
valley, by a chain of forts from the Gulf of Mexico to the
great lakes, was not a whit more manifest than is the present
design of the powers of Rome to command the same region
by a chain of ecclesiastical and educational establishments,
permanently located, richly endowed, and strongly manned.
Very well. We give them full liberty to build their churches
and their schools, to preach, and print, and publish, to their
heart’s content; and while they use only fair and honorable
means we object not to their efforts ; in this, giving a most
striking illustration of the difference between their civilization
and ours, for, wherever they have the power, they prohibit
all rivalry ; a church or a school or book opposed to them is
crushed as if it were a poisonous viper in their path; and
good old Pope Gregory, while he avails himself of the univer-
sal liberty here enjoyed to plant his religion in every nook and
comner of our land, and calls us bigoted because we choose to
have our own Bible read by our own children in our own
schools, so far from reciprocating our liberality, is beyond



96 The Teutonic Metaphysics, etc. [Jan.

measure indignant, because some American citizens have had
the audacity to send a few books and tracts into Italy; and
he sends his bull to tear away every copy of the Bible in tke
vulgar tongue that may be found in the hands of any Catholic
in the United States. Behold the difference, and take your
choice. If the people of the United States, after so long an
experiment, are tired of intellectual, civil, and ecclesiastical
freedom, and desire again to put themselves under the control
of an absolute and infallible master ; if they grow weary of
the civilization of New England, and Scotland, and Northern
Europe, and sigh for the beauties of the civilization of Austria
and Mexico and Italy, I see not why I am particularly
interested to make any strenuous opposition to the change. But
if there be any thing valuable in the principles for which our
forefathers suffered so much ; if the very idea of individual
responsibility in religion and political equality in the state be
not the figment of a mischievous imagination ; if it be a privi- -
lege to speak and write, to print and read, and have a free
intercourse of thought and views ; if all that has been called
progress for the last three hundred years be not absolute retro-
gradation instead of progress; then must Protestantism be
awake, and the Eastern States arouse themselves, or the whole
Western country will slip away from their control. And who-
ever controls the civilization of the Western States, sways the
destinies of this country ; and whoever holds the United States,
has eventually the controlling influence over the civilized
world.

This is not a conflict of physical power, and its resources
are not forts and arsenals. It is a conflict of mind, of opinion,
and its resources are permanent religious and educational in-
stitutions. Without these all other efforts are transient and
evanescent ; and in such a contest as this we cannot afford to
waste our strength.

As Rome makes permanent establishments with regular
plan, in reference to an influence over the whole region, so
we must do the same; as Rome throws herself back on the
resources of older states, and draws her supplies from Austria
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and France, so we must throw ourselves back on the resources
of those who sympathize with us, and draw our supplies from
New England and the Atlantic States.

The wealth of the Western States is, as yet, mainly pro-
spective, and their literary and religious institutions must, to a
great extent, be supplied with men and money from older
communities. .

Let none be backward to aid where aid is so much needed,
where such tremendous consequences are depending. As the
East values her own safety, let her take care of the West;
for the Roman Catholic Bishop expressed a thrilling truth
when he said : “ Giive us the West, and we will soon take
care of the East.”

ARTICLE V.

AN EXAMINATION OF JOSHUA 10: 12-15.

By Rev. T. M. Horxins, Pastor of the Presbyterian Chuich, Westfield, N. Y.

In the Biblical Repository for October, 1833, an article
will be found ¢ on the standing still of the Sun and Moon, at
the command of Joshua,” supposed by the editor to have
come from the pen of Prof. Hengstenberg, of Berlin, which
takes the ground, that the above passage is only a quotation
from a book, or a volume of poems, therein cited; and that
consequently the so-called miracle of arresting the sun and
moon never took place. The author, whoever he may have
been, expresses the wish, at the close of his essay, that what
he had done might lead others to a deeper investigation of
the subject ; and, if his views were wrong, correct them ; if
right, confirm and develope them. Whether the following
article shall do either of these, is left for others to determine.
No one, we think, can read that article, which, in a certain
sense, originated this, without feeling that it is too short, and
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that it leaves in an unfinished state a subject of vast inport-
ance, the investigation of which had been happily commenced.
This was the feeling in our mind when we read it ten years ago,
and it has remained unchanged in this respect ever since.

The ground which we have taken, and that which we
shall endeavor to sustain, is, that Joshua 10: 12-15, is an ex-
tract, or a quotation, from a work to which it refers; and that,
consequently, it forms no part whatever of the Sacred Record.
The main point in which we shall differ from the writer re-
ferred to above, will be, in supposing that the passage under
consideration found its way into the text, at a period much
later than that which is fixed upon by the learned Professor,
hundreds of years after the occurrence of the events recorded
in the context. This, of course, denies that any miracle like
that of stopping the sun and moon, as represented in the ex-
tract, ever occurred.

The passage reads as follows: ¢ Then spake Joshua to
the Lord, in the day when the Lord delivered up the Amor-
ites before the children of Israel, and he said in the sight of
Israel, Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon ; and thou Moon,
in the valley of Ajalon. And the sun stood still, and the
moon stayed, until the people had avenged themselves upon
their enemies. Is not this written in the book of Jasher? So
the sun stood still in the midst of heaven, and hasted not to
go down about a whole day. And there was no day like
that before it or after it, that the Lord hearkened to the voice
of a man. For the Lord fought for Israel. And Joshua re-
turned, and all Israel with him, unto the camp to Gilgal.”—
Joshua 10: 12-15.

The following, therefore, is the only question with which
we are concerned: Is this passage any part of the Sacred
Record? Is it written by him who wrote the book of Joshua ?
Or is it a paragraph introduced by some one who, perhaps,
was engaged in transcribing the sacred writings ; who, having
a copy of the ! ook of Jasher before him, and recollecting the
manner in which the writer of that book notices the victories
of Joshua, saw fit to insert i<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>