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WILSON, THE CRUSADER

The Memorial Address Delivered by Dr. Alderman, President
of the University of Virginia, December 15, 1924, in the Hall
of the House of Representatives, Washington, D. C.

address in honor of Woodrow Wil-

son, delivered by Dr. Edwin Aa-
derson Alderman Dec. 15, 1924, in the
hall of the House of Representatives.
The leaders of the nation—including the
President and his Cabinet, the Justices of
the Supreme Court, the members of both
houses of Congress—and the representa-
tives of foreign Governments were pres-
ent to pay tribute to the War President.
Dr. Alderman’s address is presented as a
revealing estimate of Woodrow Wilson,
a notable eulogy of a great American
and an outstanding achievement in ora-
tory.

THIS is the full text of the memorial

By EowiIN ANDERSON ALDERMAN,
President of the University of Virginia.

N his oration in memory of the first Athenians

who fell in the Peloponnesian War, Pericles

commended the fitness of the Athenian pub-
lic funeral, but doubted the wisdom of any speech,
declaring that where men’s deeds have been great
they should be honored in deed only, and that the
reputation of many should never depend upon the
judgment or want of it of one, and their virtue
exalted or not, as he spoke well or ill. I can, in
some faint measure, comprehend what was pass-
ing in the mind of the great Athenian as I stand
here today in this chamber which has often re-
sounded with his own lucid eloquence to seek to
make clear in brief speech the character and
achievements of Woodrow Wilson, the twenty-
eighth President of the United States.

In the case of a statesman, all experience warns
us not to attempt to fix its final place in history
until the generation that knew him and loved him,
or hated him, shall have passed away and a new
generation, to whom he was not a familiar figure,
shall have come upon the stage, capable of be-
holding him with eyes undimmed by emotion and
judging him with minds unclouded by prejudice
or by passion. Loyalty and duty and reverence
none the less urge us to set down, while memory

is clear and events are fresh, what we know of
men upon whom their fellow-men placed great
burdens of power, to whom whole races and na-
tions turned in moments of peril and disaster, and
upon whose decisions, from time to time, rested
the courses of history. Woodrow Wilson was such
a man; and, in such a spirit, I undertake to dis-
cover the sources of his power and to perceive the
bases of his far-shining fame, more widespread
about the earth in his lifetime than the fame of
any of his predecessors in office, and more inter-
woven into the fabric of civilization than any of
those who have gone before him, save Washing-
ton, the founder of the Republic; Jefferson, the
fountain of its idealism, and Lincoln, the ex-
emplar of its magnanimity and the preserver of
its internal unity.

A MiracLE oF Goon FORTUNE.

The Presidential office constitutes one of the
glories of the framers of our Government and the
Presidential succession a miracle of good fortune
in the hazard of democratic politics and a con-
stant tribute to the sqber instincts of popular
judgment. The makers of the Constitution ap-
parently forgot their fear of tyranny when they
created the Presidency, and seemed to proceed on
the principle that if you place immense authority
in a man’s hands you kill his greed for usurpation
and awake in him a magic capacity and a solemn
purpose to transform his weaknesses into strength
and his unworthiness into worthiness.

Some American Presidents have been common-
place men, but none of them has ever betrayed
his trust or stained his honor; and from George
Washington to the present hour the line of Amer-
ican Presidents has surpassed in character, abil-
ity and devotion any line of kings and prime min-
isters known to me in modern history. They have
not always been scholars. Indeed, few of them
have been scholars, but when chosen—and the
method of their choice sometimes bewilders the
reflective and grieves the judicious—they have
dug out of their latent forces and brought to bear
upon their awful tasks such common sense, strong
wills, noble industry, uprightness of purpose, that
the great office still wears a more than imperial
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quality to enrich the imagination and to enlist the
faith of mankind.

It would have been wiser to entrust this task
of interpretation to one closer to Woodrow Wilson
when he was the head of the State and his will
shaped the destinies of men. Such was not my
privileze. My qualifications are of a simpler and
a more unpretenticus nature, I studied the shorter
catechism, a dvastic, bracing, moral tonic, with
him in the Presbhyterian church of which his
father, Joseph R. Wilson, was pastor, in the old
City of Wilmington, N. C., my birthplace, where
from time to time Thomas Woodrow Wilson would
appear at home from college, to my younger eyes
a tall, slender youth of curious homeliness, de-
tachment and distinction.

Tue WorLn's Dert to A Farnew.

As a child, sitting in the pew of my father, who
was an officer in that church, and looking into
the finely molded face of Joseph R. Wilson and
listening to the words he spoke, I had my first
perception that beauty and music and power to
move even young hearts lay in the English tongue
when fitly joined to substantial thought and seri-
ous eloquence; and he has remained to me, as he
did to his famous son, through the discipline of a
generation of sermons, a standard of good preach-
ing to which it is a delight and a comfort now
and again to repair. The world owes a great debt
to Joseph R. Wilson; for though the son studied
under many masters, none influenced him so
strongly as his father, who bred in him an im-
patience of dullness and diffuse thinking, a pre-
cise sense of word values, a scorn of priggishness
and formal piety, the power to proceed straight to
the core of a subject under discussion, and to
utter measured thoughts with a vigor and beauty
that in later days, and on a grander stage, was
destined to awaken the pride of his countrymen
and to command the attention of the world.

I do the day’s work at the University of Vir-
ginia, where Woodrow Wilson “learned the law
and the reason thereof.” It came to pass that we
were associated in the task of training American
yonth, and 1 became his friend by reason of the
ties that bind men together in such endeavor;
and further, because I thought I saw in him. in a
new era i1 the evolution of American democracy,
a promise of liberal leadership and of sympathy
that never slept for the disadvantaged men who
bear the burdens of the world. The sturdiest
romantic tradition of American public life has
been the rise into power and fame of the youth
who struggled up to his heights from humble and
unlovely beginnings. The career of Woodrow

Wilson is no part of such tradition, for his racial
inheritances and cultural opportunities were about
as strong and fine as an American youth can have.
His forbears for eight generations belonged to the
Scotch race, perhaps the most active of the intel-
lectual aristocracies which govern the United
States, modified in the direction of a kindling
imagination and a quickened joy of life and
battle by Celtic admixture and residence. His
parents, his ancestors on both sides, and his asso-
ciates on all sides, were religious men and women
of Preshyterian faith.

" GIFT OF THE PRESBYTERIAN MANSE.

He was a son, as I have said, of a Preshyterian
minister of such distinction that it was in his
house that the Southern Presbyterian Church was
organized when the Civil War came to rend even
the religious life of the nation. His mother was
the daughter of a Preshyterian minister, in Car-
lisle, England. He married, in his young man-
hood, the daughter of a Presbyterian minister.
His grandfather, Thomas Woodrow, for whom he
was named, was a learned, doughty servant of
God, and his uncle, James - Woodrow, was a
modern-minded Presbyterian minister, who, in his
day, .upheld stoutly against the allegation of
heresy itself the .banner of liberal thought and
religious tolerance. His elementary and under-
graduate education were under Presbyterian in-
fluences and in Presbyterian colleges—Davidson
College, North Carolina, and Princeton, the Col-
lege of New Jersey. Later, at the University of

Virginia, in the study of law, and at Johns Hop-
kins University, in the study of politics and juris-
prudence, he was to broaden his training and to
establish a just claim as the most carefully edu-
cated man whom the people of this democracy,
somewhat wary of learning and fearful lest intel-
lectual subtelty dull the edge of common under-
standing, ever dared to place at the head of the
Government.

Chester A. Arthur, Grover Cleveland and Wood-
row Wilson, alone, of our long Presidential line,
issued out of the preacher’s home into public life.
Cleveland and Wilson may be called the direct
contributions of the Presbyterian manse to the
nation’s service: and it is not without significance
that the only two great successes, since 1860, of
the Democratic Party, in which they now rank as
titular saints, were achieved under their leader-
ship. They were quite dissimilar in background
and qualities, as a curious fate which opposed
them to each other, face to face, in dour antag-
onism, in later life made very clear, but alike in
the firmness of their wills, the fixity of their con-
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clusions, and the sensitiveness of their consciences.
Surely, the great religious faith that sent forth
these two American Presidents is justified of its
children.

Woodrow Wilson was born in Virginia in the
_year 1856, in the middle period of the nineteenth
century, and, with the exception of his under-
graduate years at_Princeton, the first twenty-nine
years of his life were passed in five Southern
States, in the study of literature, history and
jurisprudence. He did not obtain at any of the
colleges in whieh he studied a high reputation as

a technical scholar. There surrownds his college
career a legend of mature culture, an impression

of  pursuing a steadfast aim in realms of thought
not included in the curriculum, an air of self-
reliance untouched by eccentricity or exclusive-
ness; for he could be gay and charming with the
choicest of his fellows, and bold and assertive
enough in the rough and tumble of college af-
“fairs. He had a way, even in youth, of moving
amid the things of the mind and of demeaning
himself in the society of books as if they had
always been friends of his and he knew where he
was going with them. The habit of respecting his
mind and using it sternly and reverently clung to
him throughout life. The sum of the college tra-
dition about him is, that he was a high-minded,
proud-spirited, reflective, ambitious youth, never
sturdy of body, eager to learn about men and
affairs, and intent upon putting learning to use in
action. The era in which he grew to manhood
and the mood of the society in which his forma-
tive years were passed did much to fashion his
ideals and to determine his ambitions.

INFLUENCE oF THE CiviL WAR.

The echoes of the great debate over the nature
of the Union filled the air, and the towering fig-
ures of Calhoun and Webster yet dominated the
imagination of opposing political schools. His
early youth was passed away from, yet in the
midst of, the tumult of the war which lay in-
herent in the logic of that debate. I am loath to
praise any war, for all war is the collapse of
human reason; but no sincerer war than this has
occurred in human history. It was a war of ideals,
of principles, of loyalty to ancient axioms of free-
dom, held dearer than life by both sides. The
influence of the Civil War upon the youth of the
man who was destined to be the Commander-in-
Chief of all the forces of the undivided Republic
in the greatest war of all time illustrates alike the
calmness of his own mind and the sincerity of the
mighty struggle itself. His people, post-Revolu-
tionary in American origin, had become Southern

in sentiment. He records, with deep feeling, how
the passing sight of the grave face and regnant
figure of Robert E. Lee, long after the war,
stirred the emotions of his young heart; but there
was developed in him no fierce passion of sec-
tionalism, but rather a stern and cruel will to
comprehend the historic forces at play within
American life, and to direct those forces toward
the fulfillment of the longings of democratic
society.

He was of the group of youne Southern-born
men who knew the contributions of the South to
American history, who had no apologies to offer
for its part in the great struggle, ennobled by so
much valor and self-sacrifice, but who felt that
the South must again become whole-heartedly a
part of the Federal Union it had done so much to
establish. He saw about his hearthstone the faces
of grim men who were subjected to such a test of
manhood as our poor human nature has seldom
been forced to endure. They were not men of the
broadest social imagination, but they were men of
intense and romantic loyalties to causes, and of an
elevation of thought about the State as something
to love and serve, and not something to batten
on or to profit by. War did not unfold to him in
his far Southern home any of its marching splen-
dors and waving banners. He saw only the filthy
backwash of war, its ruin and its bitterness, cities
in ashes, ignoramuses in power, revenge in action
and great leaders led away to imprisonment and
obloquy.

THe SupkeMme Test TO COME.

It is true that he had heard the civil struggle
ended upon a sweet, clear note of ‘“charity to all
and malice to none”; and nothing in his life
shows the balance of his mind better than his
quiet perception of the fact that to his youth a
challenge had come to help complete unfinished
social and moral tasks, unpoisoned by hate and
unwasted by vengeance. It might well have been
within the Almighty’s inscrutable purpose to give
such a man a preparation and such a social back-
ground for a supreme far-off test, when a dis-
traught world would have sore need of the man
of faith and will who would see clearly and rea-
son accurately, and who would not falter or turn
back when once he had set his feet upon a path.

Woodrow Wilson was 29 years old when he
quit the formal life of a college student. One
may treat as negligible the single year he spent
vainly seeking to use a mind absorbed in the
philosophy of law and its application to govern-
ment, in the gainful practice of that profession.
The span of his life was yet to stretch over thirty-
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seven years, and he was to spend twenty-five of
those years in teaching American youth political
science and jurisprudence in four different insti-
tutions of learning—Bryn Mawr College, Wes-
leyan College, Johns Hopkins University, Prince-
ton University. Thus the man who was to be en-
trusted with the mightiest administrative task in
American history spent three-fourths of his life as
student, teacher, educational administrator and
writer of books. It was not the training adapted
to equip for his work a prophet of force or a
master of political intrigue. Ulysses would not
have prescribed it for Telemachus nor Machiavelli
for his Prince, but I fancy that all of us who hold
the democratic faith will one day be grateful for
these studious, reflective years in the life of
Woodrow Wilson, when he pondered over the
comparative merit of forms of government and
modes of culture, when his practical mind, with
its adventurous and romantic passion for action,
received unfolding for a mighty purpose.

It was in the still air of these laborious days
that he reflected how to get things done after the
fashion of his dreaming; when he nurtured en-
thusiasm for men and saw himself as their ser-
vant; when, looking deep into the life of the

- social organism, he saw that not ideas, but ideals,

conquered men’s souls; when he learned calmness
from Wordsworth, concentration of energy from
Walter Bagehot, and with Edmund Burke discov-
ered the real difference between a statesman and
a pretender in the circumstance that one lives by
the way and acts on expediency, the other lives
on principles and acts for immortality; when he
came to see faith as life’s most substantial hero-
ism, and finally, pursuing a lonely road, gained a
wide, luminous view of this world, as a world
ordered of God, moved by the tides of His spirit,
and thus laid the basis of a fame, which one day

“Full high advanced

Shone like a meteor streaming to the wind.”

His Hicu GiFts As A TEACHER.

Woodrow Wilson was the first professional
teacher to pass almost directly from the classroom
to the White House. Thousands of Americans
today recall with gratitude his high gifts as a
teacher, and as a fellow-teacher I would care to
commemorate that element of his enduring service
to his countrymen. To me and to the hosts of
those who teach in this land those quiet, busy
years at Princeton as a teacher, characterized by
great personal happiness in a home of culture, of
intense charm, energy and growing insight, seem
to constitute his real golden age. Large classes
flocked to his lecture hall to applaud his varied

knowledge and to gain from him new phases of
life and truth. There was beauty in the cadences
of his voice and power to arouse and persuade
the intellect in the clarity and orderliness of his
talk, brightened by bland humor and tingling
wit. When he entered upon the Presidency of
Princeton a new aspect of his qualities appeared.
It was clear that he had thought deeply of the
meaning of education and of universities as mold-
ing forces in a democracy. The problem of edu-
cation was to him the problem of enriching the
nation’s life with minds of maturity, integrity of
character ands social sympathy. “What a man
ought never to forget with regard to a college,”
he once said at Swarthmore, “is that it is a nur-
sery of honor and principle.” He inaugurated
new principles of education contact, which now
lies at the core of the development not alone of
his own university but of all institutions of liberal
culture in his country. '

A dramatic struggle, marked by unusual phases
of bitterness and ill will, characterized his admin-
istrative career at Princeton. Universities are little
worlds in themselves, and, like the greater world
about them, have a way of refusing to be re-
formed and of preferring to be let alone or to be
reborn into new aims and processes only under
tremendous pressure and the passage of slow
time. The total effect on him of all this academic
warfare was the hardening of his resolution, the
acquisition of formidable political skill to gain
his ends, the arousing of his passion for democ-
racy and the fixing of his purpose to rescue uni-
versities from material control. He was born to
fight for the goodness which is at the heart of
things, and this ideal quickly grew into an objec-
tive of freedom which caught the eye of the
nation at the precise moment when a great tide
of liberal hope and opinion was flowing in and
over a generation of self-satisfaction and content-
ment with things as they are. Unlike most culti-
vated Southerners of his generation, Woodrow
Wilson had the impulse to write as well as to
talk, and became a writer of eminence, fit to
claim a place in the literature of his country
along with Jefferson, Madison, Lincoln and Roose-
velt.

At 29 he published his first book, “Congres-
sional Government,” a post-graduate thesis, reveal-
ing the actual operations of our Government and
outlining, with a touch of genius, his theory of the
wisest and most efficient relation of the Executive
to Congress. This book contained a definite sys-
tem of political philosophy which he put into
practice, and to which he clung till the end of his
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career. In this respect, a likeness to Thomas
Jefferson appears, for each of them had developed
before he entered office a definite theory of gov-
ernment and applied its doctrine to the solution
of national problems. A scries of seven volumes
on political and historical subjects: “Congres-
sional Government, a Study in American Poli-
tics,” “The State,” “Elements of Historical and
Practical  Polities,”  “Division and  Reunion,”s
“George Washington,” “A History of the Ameri-
can People,” “Constitutional Government in the
United States,” and four volumes of literary and
social studies—“An Old Master and Other Po-
litical Essays,” “Mere Literature and Other Es-
says,” “Iree Life,” “The New Freedom,” “When
a Man Comes to Himself,” came from his pen in
these days. It is impossible to read these books
without concluding that the guilding motive of all
his studies pointed toward political life and the
goal of political office.
“Stupy HumANiTY ALIVE.”

‘The opportunity to enter politics scemed worlds
away to the man who was writing “mere litera-
ture” of this quality in 1895—"There is more of
a nation’s politics to be got out of its poetry
than out of all its systematic writers upon public
affairs and Constitutions. Epics are better mirrors
of manners than chronicles; dramas oftentimes
let you into the secrets of statutes; orations
stirred by a deep energy of emotion or resolution,
passionate pamphlets that survive their mission
because of the direct action of their style along
permanent lines of thought, contain more history
than parliamentary journals. It is not knowledge
that moves the world, but ideals, convictions, the
oninions or fancies that have been held or fol-
lowed; and whoever studies humanity ought to
study it alive, practice the vivisection of reading
literature, and acquaint himself with something
more than anatomies which are no longer in use
by spirits.”

In the year 1910, Woodrow Wilson withdrew
from university direction and entered active poli-
tics. His last service to education was an effort,
far from successful, to give to American univer-
sities what he considered a democratic regenera-

. tion in spirit, and to bring it about that the
“voices of common men should murmur in their
corridors.” His first political declaration was an
avowal that the time had come to reconceive the
liberties of America, to break the dominance of
cliques and machines, to confer on candidates for

1

high office power and responsibility for leader-

ship, to secure for all men a fairer adjustment of
human relationships; and, further, that he was

entering the field of politics in a new era, with
no pledges to bind him and no promises to hinder
him. Upon such a platform he was elected Gov-
ernor of New Jersey, and in that office, and
through his policies and principles, set forth in
public speeches, this historian of his country, this
Southern-bora Scotch-Irish Presbyterian teacher,
an awkward circumlocution hut a deadly defini-
tion of stubborn idealism, became, in 1912, the
nominece of the Democratic Party for President,
received a great majority in the Electoral College,
and became President of the United States on
March 4, 1913.

In J016.he was renominated and re-elected in
the very midst of the greatest crisis in the secular
history of mankind. I am conscious that I am
summing up, in hald sentences, revolutionary
transformations in the career and fortunes of an
American citizen such as have seldom happened
to any man in our annals, and never before to the
teacher  or approach in
breathless action being the transfer of Abraham
Lincoln from a Main Street, cecond-story law of-
fice to unimagined burdens of authority. Both
stories wili forever enrich and adorn the epic of

scholar-—the  nearest

democracy.

LEADERSIIP OF THE PRESIDENT.

Woodrow Wilson once said that the true teacher
or the true artist or historian must always work
for the whole impression. Working in this spirit,
I cannot, at this time and place, attempt even to
enumerate the legislative measures which, under
his leadership, went forward in the Sixty-third
Congress; but 1 venture to claim that no such
well thought out program of financial, social and
industrial reform, no such inspiring spectacle of
governmental efficiency and concentrated energy,
no such display of fearless devotion to public in-
terests, moving high above the plane of partisan
advantage or of private gain, has been spread
before the eyes of this generation as is afforded
by the list of enduring enactments which crowned
the accession to power of Woodrow Wilsen; and
I set up the further claim that a President had
come upon the great scene, at a time of one of
those strange failures of Government to redress
public grievances, who had not only the will and
purpose to change the note of industrial life in
the nation, and to halt the domination of Ameri-
can politics by its privileged financial interests,
but also the sense of direction and skill to carry
to some sort of fulfillment the program of eman-
cipation from materialism, and the restoration of
equality of opportunity. The Congress that fur-
nished the teamwork in this memorable period of
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legislative energy was admirable and intelligent;
but lcadership lay in the President, not by use of
patronage or by social amenities, but by the
steady drive of intellectual force which his oppo-
nents, within and without his party, could not
resist.

The new President concluded his first inaugural
with these words: “The nation has been deeply
stirred; stirred by a solemn passion, stirred by
the knowledge of wrong, of ideals lost, of govern-
ment too often debauched and made an instru-
ment of evil. The feelings with which we face
this new age of right and opportunity sweep
across our heartstrings like some air out of God’s
own presence, where justice and mercy are recon-
ciled and the judge and the brother are one. We
know our task to be no mere task of politics, but
a task which shall search us through and through,
whether we be able to understand our time and
the need of our people, whether we be indeed
their spokesmen and interpreters, whether we have
the pure heart to comprehend and the rectified
will to choose our high course of action. This is
not a day of triumph; it is a day of dedication.
I summon all honest men, all patriotic, all for-
ward-looking men, to my side. God helping me,
I will not fail them, if they will but counsel and
sustain me!”

Passionate sincerity shines out of these moving
words. It was a spiritual moment in our history.
Men were looking at life with kinder and juster
eyes. A new spokesman of humanity had ap-
peared in our politics, with a will and a purpose
and a program. An eager and a nipping air
seemed to blow away the atmosphere of mate-
rialism which had in varying dcgree hung over
the capital since Lincoln’s day. Not since Jeffer-
son had a leader with such a program dwelt at
Washington. If in seventeen months a World
War had not come to turn the thoughts of man-
kind to the defense of civilization itself, it is not
immoderate to believe that the great reforms al-
ready inaugurated would have been followed by
others equally vital, and the domestic policy of
the nation ordered in accordance with the best
liberal thought of meodern, self-governing com-
munilties. ’

But war came, apparently falling out of the
blue, like some tragic drama of the high gods,
upon a busy and peaceful peonple, bent upon work-
ing out here in a favored land some scheme of
life by which every man should have liberty, with-
out hindrance, to be what God made him. In
reality. there had arrived the moment of explosion
of confined passions and forces long gathering

through the ages, the awful fruitage of centuries
of human greed and incompetence, of malignant
nationalistic ambitions, of scientific progress di-
verted from high ends to purposes of destruction,
of vain and feeble puppets in places of power, of
a European polity based on fear and balance of
power rather than reason and concert of action.
In the twinkling of an eye our gain-getting age
became a brawling age of terror and revolution, to
be thought of hereafter as the end of an old epoch
and the beginning of a new epoch in human
annals, .

It has been often predicted that this greatest
drama in history must needs be one day really
written as a drama by some Aeschylus who will
paint the darkening sky, the rushing of the wind,
the tension of the time, as catastrophe leapt to
catastrophe, the movements of the bewildered an-
tagonists amid the muttering of the storm and the
lightning. In such a drama alone could one hope
to find a just portrait of the peace-loving figure
of the American scholar President as he lifts his
shoulders to the burdens, seeks to readjust his
mind and nature to the tasks of the dreadful hour,
and with tragic loneliness and patience grapples
with events.

Tue FuLLNess oF His STRENGTH.

I saw Woodrow Wilson for the last time in the
fullness of his strength on the evening of April 2,
1917. He was standing at this desk, speaking the
momentous words which were to lead this democ-
racy into war, and to teach to all free peoples,
then bewildered and depressed, the meaning of
the conflict, and to lift up their hearts. All man-
kind was his audience. The air of this hall was
tense with emotion, and the dullest sensed the
historic significance of the great scene. There
were then etched into my mind, in lines never to
be erased, the face and form and manner of
Woodrow Wilson—the lithe figure, the bony strue-
ture of the forehead, the lean, long visage as of a
Covenanter sombre with fixed purpose. The cul-
ture of generations was in his tones, the scholar’s
artistry in his words, the inheritance of a gentle-
man’s breeding in his manner, and calm courage
in his discerning eyes. I was somehow reminded
of the unbending lineaments and figure of An-
drew Jackson, whom Woodrow Wilson resembled
physically, and, in the very soul of him, morally
exhibiting the same grim resolution, as of a
stranger to the fear that weaklings feel.

The direction of American affairs, as the Re-
public swept into the current of the great war,
was in the hands of a liberal statesman, bred of
democracy, firm of will, jealous of his country’s
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honor, gifted with power to argue with cogency,
capable of seeing far ahead the movements of
social progress, incapable of fear, unmoved by
passion or greed of conquest, intent upon justice,
dreaming of peace and the righting of imme-
morial wrongs. I do not intend a résumé of the
events of the two years and eight months inter-
vening between the onset of war and the entrance
of America into the struggle, but rather an
analysis of what Professor L. P. Jacks, a thought-
ful English scholar to whom I am indebted for a
better understanding of Woodrow Wilson, once
called the “war mind” of Woodrow Wilson. To
have taken any other primary step than the
issuance of a declaration of neutrality in August,
1914, would have been the act of a madman or a
superman, and Mr. Wilson was merely the trustee
of the most powerful country on earth hitherto
dedicated to the tradition of its own non-interven-
tion in foreign affairs and the non-interference of
European nations in cisatlantic problems.

UNrFaMILIAR WiTH EuROPE.

The country was unfamiliar with European
complications and unaware of the new interna-
tional position decided for them, in Theodore
Roosevelt’s words, by fate and the march of
events. Even the intellectuals who grasped the
truth that the war was a conflict between two
opposing schools of civilization would have been
shocked by another initial policy than the policy
of neutrality. Military glory as an end in itself
held no lure for President Wilson and no power
to confuse his judgment, as his course in Mexico
and his Mobile declaration had shown. I have
little doubt as to where lay his sympathies from
the first hour of the conflict, but he was not the
man in a position of vast responsibility to be
swayed by sympathy or prejudice or self-interest.
Rather, he was the man, careless of fleeting judg-
ments, to seek the position of moral respinsibility
imposed upon the United States and to so place
its power at the service of mankind that other
ages would hold it in grateful remembrance. I
have read the speeches of President Wilson from
the beginning of the war to its end, and I find in
them an amazing strength and unity. I am not
troubled by the inconsistency of his early advo-
cacy of peace and his later proclamation of “force
to the limit,” for there is no inconsistency.

As Lincoln planted his policy not on slavery
but on union, Woodrow Wilson tied his policy to
the idea that the United States, the mcst powerful
of all States, should be a servant, not a master,
among the nations. Never before in the history of
mankind has a statesman of the first order made

ithe humble doctrine of service to humanity a
cardinal and guiding principle of world politics.
‘As long as he thought this principle was best
served by neutrality, we kept out of the war. The
long series of diplomatic papers, the patience that
endured the barbarism of the Lusitania and bore
without flinching the contumely of foes and the
misgivings of friends may justly be thought of as
mere incidents in the evolution of this great idea.
When at last the insolent brutality of the renewal
of submarine warfare taught him that force alone
could advance his doctrine, he took us into war.
His much derided Notes to the Imperial German
Government deserve rank among the enduring
documents of international history, and constitute
oné€ of the most decisive arguments ever addressed
to the conscience of civilization, to illustrate the
solemn hesitation that ought to mark the course
of rulers who carry nations into war, to give proof
that in such a collapse of civilization at least one
nation should retain its poise, and to unite his
countrvmen while he taught the world.

When on March 5, 1914, before the war, in dis-
cussing the Panama tolls, he said, “We are too
big, too powerful, too self-respecting a nation to
interpret with too strained or refined a reading
the words of our own promises, just because we
have power eneugh to give us leave to read them
as we please,” he made clear all that subse-
quently possessed his mind. When a year later he
said, “We do not want anything- that does not -
belong to us. Is not a nation in that position free
to serve other nations?” he revealed the heart of
his policy; and so when, on the memorable night
of April 2 he asked Congress to acknowledge a
state of war, it was to a crusade, not to a war,
that his steadfast policy had brought his country-
men; and they could not doubt that the diple-
matic victory was his, the moral victory was his,
that a mighty people were behind him, that the
leadership of mankind rested where democracy
on a continental scale had begun, in the American
Republic.

In December, 1916, the President had sought,
through a statement by each side of its war aims,
to discover if any basis of peace might be found.
This inquiry exhibited diplomatic genius of the
first order, for it enraged the Germans and aided
the Allies to consolidate their moral position be-
fore the world. The great achievement was ob-
scured for a moment by a storm of obloquy from
superheated patriots who misread the grim humor

and misinterpreted his precise language when he
declared that all sides, according to their own
general statement to their own people, had the
same aims.
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A GREAT STATE PAPER.

Again, on Jan. 22, 1917, Mr. Wilson for the
last time sought mediation in a speech in which
he defined the fundamental conditions of a per-
manent peace. No greater State paper than this
exists in the records of modern States. The result
of this master stroke was to bring us nearer war,
but also nearer to lasting peace, to establish him
still more closely as the one dispassionate voice
of mankind, and again to bring upon him an out-
burst of condemnation for his noblest pre-war
utterance, in which he used, but explained none
too skillfully, the phrase “peace without victory,”
by which he meant that only a reconciled Europe
could be a tranquil and stable Europe and that
community of power must succeed balance of
power.

Still preoccupied with the thought of lasting
peace, Mr. Wilson appeared before the Congress
in the early Winter of 1918, at the darkest mo-
ment of the allied fortunes, and formulated four-
teen points of peace. These generalizations were
almost revolutionary in their scope and idealism
and ultimately formed the general basis of the
peace to be drafted; but they carried, too, a
political adroitness aimed directly at putting an
end to the fighting. They planted new seeds of
aspiration and new hopes of justice between na-
tions in the minds of men, and it is not easy to
ostracize such ideas. Its timeliness, as well as its
strength, gives to this document a place among
the great charters which have marked the prog-
ress of mankind. Our other great papers, the
Declaration, the Farewell Address, Virginia Bill
of Rights, the Constitution, were local or conti-
nental in their application. This paper, and the
complementary addresses following it, aimed at
nothing less than to endow the broken and weary
nations with a new order and a new life. Des-
perate peoples for an hour looked into the shining
face of Hope, and had sight of an old heaven
and a new earth, arising out of horror, but
ennobled by the self-sacrifice of millions. In
Burke's vivid phrase, he was now the Lord of the
Ascendant; his speeches had the strength of bat-
talions along the front of battle; his voice was
the voice of free peoples; and all over the earth,
in the great capitals, among the tribes of the
desert, in the islands of the sea, men felt the
molding of his thought and sensed the grandeur

of his aims.
Tue Grim SiLence oF Facrs.
The conversion of American energies into war

energies, the transformation of the American

spirit and philosophy of life into war spirit and
war philosophy, the actual throwing into the fur-
nace of modern war, across 3,000 miles of sea, the
resources of men and money and resolution of the
American people, takes rank among the greatest
practical enterprises of mankind. It may well be
conceded that mistakes were made and that judg-
ments went wrong; but “it is the grim silence of
facts that counts.” Military experts impartially
chosen, not political generals, commanded armies
in this war. No Congressional committees, as in
former wars, directed its strategy and confused
its processes. No serious bickerings or scandals
or conflicts marred the unity of its course. Far-
seeing fiscal and economic legislation gave steadi-
ness to the nation in the vast undertaking. Men
and materials flowed to the armies in the field.
The genius of the army displayed itself in battle.
The genius of the President struck down the
enemy morale and laid the foundations of peace.
No democracy in history and few autocracies have

. ever given such an exhibition of efficient coopera-

tion or earned such triumphant success.

The logic of events, to which Wilson’s match-
less skill in exhortation and argument had con-
tributed so much, now decreed that in ten months
ancient dynasties would abdicate and flee, and
that under American leadership the mighty war
would come to an end, an armistice would be de-
clared and a peace conference come into being.
Long generations hence we shall warm our hearts
at the fire of the glory that then shone about this
Republic, won for it by the genius of its Presi-
dent, the unity of its people, the disinterestedness
of its purpose and the valor of its youth unafraid
to die.

On Dec. 12 the George Washington, steaming
through long lines of gray battleships over a gray
sea amid the roar of guns and shoutings, dropped
anchor at Brest, and an American President, for
the first time, appeared in Europe to take part in
a parliament of nations assembled to determine
for years to come the course of history. Whether
he should have gone at all, or only once, or by
whom he should have been accompanied is a sea
of fascinating but futile conjecture upon which I
shall not embark. Woodrow Wilson was not a
master of manipulating men or of dramatizing
himself, but a master, and in some sense a slave,
of ideas and ideals. It seemed to him that it was
his moral responsibility, under God, to go to
Eurone, heedless of the rocks ahead of him and
the whirlpools behind him. 1t was a fearful re-
sponsibility to assume, for all the peace con-
gresses of civilization, from Westphalia and
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Vienna to Paris, had satisfied nobody and had
generally broken their creators. This congress
was the gigantic legatee of the failures of all past
congresses, and in none of these congresses of the
past did any one man ever occupy a position of
such terrible greatness. .

I am sure Aristotle’s fine summary of tragedy
must often have visited his mind as his ship
wended her way across the seas—“Tragedy, in its
pure idea, shows us a mortal will engaged in an
unequal struggle with destiny, whether that des-
tiny be represented by the forces within or with-
out the mind. The conflict reaches its tragic issue
when the individual perishes; but through his
ruin the disturbed order of the world is restored
and the moral forces reassert their sway.” Three
underlying ideas and purposes, all born of Ameri-
can daring and American experience, guided his
mind and drove him on. The first was faith in
the whole kindling length and logic of democracy
itself; faith in men, faith in the supremacy of
spiritual force, given new sacredness by what he
saw about him of suffering and death. The second
was the essential democratic idea of the right of
men everywhere to determine their own affairs.
‘The third was the idea of cooperation of peoples,
the partnership of opinion among democratic na-
tions, which once had welded discordant States in
a new world into a Federal Union, and might
again weld discordant peoples in an old world
into a parliament of man.

Tue Hieu Tioes oF Hork.

For six months, at the Congress of Paris, in an
alien air surcharged with cynicism and suspicion,
almost single-handed he fought for these prin-
ciples, buoyed and sustained in the first period
of his struggle by high tides of hope and faith
that surged up to him out of the bruised hearts
of peoples who trusted him to lead them over the
failure of brute force into God’s peace, and in the
second period buffeted by the ebb tides of fading
enthusiasm, of disintegrating unity, of selfish do-
minion and ancient fears.

He had gone to Paris with the “fourteen points
of peace,” accepted alike by his allies and by the
central powers, as the basis for the coming settle-
ment. The “fourteen points” lived in his mind as
a doctrine of international justice, and the League
of Nations was an integral part thereof, conceived
as the medium to interpret and administer those
principles of justice and to introduce into the re-
lations of modern States the idea of organic inter-
national cooperation based on reason. No man
could have achieved this program in its entirety
or secured a perfect peace of justice at Paris.

The Versailles Treaty, though a huge advance
over any one of the five great treaties since West-
phalia in sympathy and counsel with the peoples
concerned, in the redress of bitter wrongs, in con-

-sideration for the weak and thought of the future,

proved to be not God’s peace. It was a peace shot
through with the fear and resentment of suffering
and ill-used men; a settlement corrupted by pre-
vious bargains among the allied powers made
under the lure of traditional policies and the stern
necessities of war and inconsistent with the high
purpose of the character which Wilson had pre-
sented for the guidance of the Congress.

He Gaineo More Tuan He Gave.

When the odium of nations and races began to
beat upon him because he could not perform a
task beyond mortal achievement, Wilson saw him-
self confronted with the alternative of world-wide
chaos and disintegration or an imperfect peace
with the League of Nations. He could not, with
his vast sense of political and social institutions,
postpone by headstrong and willful conduct the
normal and peaceful ordering of men’s lives.

Woodrow Wilson was not a revolutionist. Po-
litical reform by “red ruin and the breaking up
of laws” was not in his blood. He chose the
League of Nations, surrendering, in the anguish
of compromise, such portions of his doctrine of
international justice as he could not get. I am
of those who believe that he gained more than he
sacrificed at Versailles, and I know that he alone
among mortal men could have salvaged out of
that sea of passion the League of Nations, the
bravest and most reasonable effort to rationalize
national relations in political history. The state-
ment sometimes made that he fell beaten down
by the superior adroitness and intelligence of his
European colleagues is a piece of analysis en-
titling its author to a high place in any hierarchy
of inferior minds. What was liberal in the Ver-
sailles Treaty Wilson’s faith and courage helped
to put there. What was reactionary he fought
against to the limit of his strength, and accepted
only to gain an instrument which he believed had
in it power to purge and correct.

He had the heart to match the moral hopes of
mankind against their passions. He sought to give
the twentieth century a faith to inspire it and to
justify the sacrifice of millions of lives, and if
there was failure it was humanity’s failure. To
make him, the one undaunted advocate of those
hopes, the scapegoat of a world collapse is to
visit upon him injustice so cruel that it must
perish of its own unreason. Therefore, I do not
envisage Woodrow Wilson as a failure, as he
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came back to these shores bearing in his hands
the Covenant of the League and the imperfect
treaty itself. I envisage him rather as a victor
and conqueror as he returned to America, un-
touched by sordidness or dishonor, unsurpassed in
moral devotion and offering to his country leader-
ship in the broadest and worthiest cause in all
the story of human struggle for a better life.
What statesman in the history of world adjudg-
ment, in defense of a code of shining, if unattain-
able, idealism, had ever borne himself more
stoutly or battled with such foes or achieved, with
so little support at home or ahroad, so astounding
a result?

When President Wilson first sailed for Europe,
in December, 1918, American sentiment, irrespec-
tive of party, generally approved his declared pur-
pose to incorporate in the treaty of peace some
sort of league covenant. The heart of the time
was then in tune with the age-old dream. The
President of the United States had a right to
assume that the ‘American people were behind
him. Eight years before, in 1910, in his Nobel
lecture, Theodore Roosevelt himself said:

IN Tune Witit AN OLD DReAM.

“It would be a master stroke if those great
powers honestly bent on peace would form a
league of peace, not only to keep the peace among
themselves, but to prevent, by force if necessary,
its being broken by cothers. The man or states-
man who should bring about such a condition
would have earned his place in history for all time
and his title to the gratitude of all mankind.”

A list of eminent Americans of all parties then
in line with that pronouncement in 1918 would
be an illuminating contribution to the higher im-
pulses of that era.

When he returned, a different spectacle met his
eyes. The great cause for which he had even then
given his life had become confused with a group
of political policies given by his enemies the
generic name of Wilsonism, and about this raged
the wrath, despair and hatred of the overstrained
time. The tired warrior of the common good, who
had kept the faith, fought the fight and won a
victory, instead of hearing the acclaim of his own
people, “Well done, thou good and faithful ser-
vant,” saw himself ringed about with foes of mind
to rend and destroy him.

I cannot give time here to determining whether
Wilson himself was to blame, in tactical judgment
alone, or how much he was to blame for the
change in American opinion; nor do I deny that
honest men opposed the League and the treaty;
nor do I undertake the task of apportioning with

nice justice the responsibility for the caldron of
heat and “sweltered venom” of deadlock and in-
decision, of partisanship and passion, in which
for weary months this largest question of modern
times boiled and bubbled. Other ages will make
that solemn appraisement. I may be permitted the
reflection that something less of malice in the
hearts of his enemies, and something more of
compromise in his own heart, and something more
of political genius and firm purpose in the hearts
of those who kept the faith, and there might have
been another world! ’

“l Wourp ForrFeit My LiFe—"

I have lately been reading, and I wish all of
his countrymen might one day quietly read, the
thirty speeches made by the President on that
fateful Western tour which he undertook in Sep-
tember, 1919, in order to secure from the Ameri-
can -people the stamp of approval which he de-
sired for his work in Europe and which the
American Senate was unwilling to give. There is
no series of political speeches, made under cir-
cumstances of such strain, in our annals attaining
a higher level of oratory and exposition. He was
forewarned, as he fared forth, that his life might
be the forfeit of his enterprise. He replied, “I
would forfeit my life to attain the end I seek,”
and he meant it; for he was incapable of melo-
dramatic pose, and the consecration of that state-
ment runs like a thread of gold through the sus-
tained appeal.

Undeterred by the stabbing of physical pain
and failing strength, Woodrow Wilson here re-
veals the scope and depth of his conviction that
national isolation for America or any country is
forever ended; that the outlawry of war is democ-
racy’s next great task; that suicide hovers over
civilization in the present system of the relation
of States and the present potentialities of destruc-
tive warfare; that the hour has struck for the
creation of an instrument to gather behind it the
organized manhood of the world, bent upon
evolving a clearer international conscience, a
firmer international law substituting reason for
passion in human affairs, and that the Covenant
of the League of Nations is such an instrument, if
mankind will but adapt it to its uses. But all this
force and eloquence and martyrdom were to avail
nothing. Woodrow Wilson fell stricken as if in
battle at Pueblo, Col,, on Sept. 25, 1919, and
came home shorn of his unmatched strength to
persuade and move the hearts of his countrymen.

The American Senate, in the plain discharge of
its constitutional duty, discussed the treaty for a
period of eight months, during five months of
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which period the President struggled against
mortal illness, rejected it on March 20 and elected
to remain outside the first organized scheme of
international cooperation in modern history.

“Gop Grant It May Come True!”

The last words spoken to the people at Pueblo
by the President were these: “Now that the mists
of this great question have cleared away, I believe
that men will see the truth, eye to eye and face to
face. There is one thing that the American
people always rise to and extend their hand to,
and that is the truth of justice, liberty and peace.
We have accepted that truth, and it is going to
lead us, and through us the world, out into pas-
tures of quietness and peace such as this world
never dreamed of before.” The prophecy of the
stricken advocate of reason has not yet come true.
There are those who hope and believe that it will
never come true. It is not seemly that I should
here attempt any controversial discussion; but 1
should lack the courage of the man I seek to in-
terpret if I did not, as an American citizen, cry
out, even in this chamber, God grant that it may
come true and gain new authority to protect man-
kind against its imminent dangers.

It is commonly said that the historic rank of
Woodrow Wilson is wrapped up in the destiny of
the Covenant; that if it fails his rank will be
merely that of one more radiant spirit whose
reach exceeded his grasp, and if it succeeds his
apctheosis in history is secure. I find the formula
too glib and automatic for the forces and ideas
it presumes to envelop. Apotheosis and immortal-
ity are weighty words that ill fit our poor flesh,
so foredoomed to the iniquity of earthly oblivion;
but surely the fame of Woodrow Wilson does not
rest upon an instrument the orderly growth of
which into final usefulness may so change its
structure and modify its form as to cause it to he-
come another and an even better instrument. It
depends upon an unconquerable idea, so greatly
conceived and set forth that it must continue to
grow into new and finer form, and his fame must
grow with it into whatever bright renown it may
attain.

Posterity will be eager to have knowledge of the
personality and the salient qualities of a statesman
set apart to play such a réle in the world’s affairs.
I shall picture him as I knew him—not the Wilson
whom mankind will remember as the stern war
leader of a mighty nation, but another Wilson,
known to me—-a Wilson of sprightliness and hu-
mor and handsome courtesy, of kindly counte-
nance and fascinating conversation, with power
to “beguile you into being informed beyond your

worth, and wise beyond your birthright.” The
sensitive shyness and reserve that cling to men
who canuot capitalize their personal advantages
to win friends clung to him. Intimacies were
sacred relations to his spirit, but these intimacies
could not overflow into inveterate amiability. He
did not wear his heart on his sleeve for daws to
peck at, but tenderness governed his demeanor
with those he trusted and he wore about him a
quiet grace of dignity.

His BerLier 1N Goo’s WiLL.

Woodrow Wilson was a deeply religious man.
Men who do not understand the religious spirit
need not even try to understand him. No man
in supreme power in any nation’s life since Glad-
stone was so profoundly penetrated by the Chris-
tian faith as Woodrow Wilson. He was sturdily
and mystically Christian. He took God Almighty
in earnest as the Supreme Reality, and he carried
Him into his home and saw His immanence and
guidance in private and public life. He had the
habit of prayer, and he read and reread the Eng-
lish Bible. Through all his speeches flamed the
glory of an insistent belicf that morality and poli-
tics should march hand in hand. Many of his
tendencies, perhaps the most of them that occa-
sioned debate and censure, sprang from his prag-
matic belief in God. There was actually such a
thing as God’s will to this man: and when he
thought he had divined that will he knew the
right, the absolute right, and he was prepared
to stand on that, if friends deserted him or he
parted company with friends, if applause came
or if the blow fell. “Interest divides men; what
unites them is the common pursuit of right,” was
one of his great utterances, and, not unlike the
stout-hearted old medieval Bishops, he stood ready
to wield sword or bludgeon if the foe showed
his face. “God save us from compromise,” “Let’s
stop being merely practical and find out what's
right,” were phrases often on his lips.

It was the Christion philosophy at work in his
spirit that placed him almost instinctively on the
side of the common man and against the priv-
ileged and the powerful. Wilson could be and
sometimes was aloof and unrelenting to this or
that friend or foe; but mankind, in the mass,
never failed to soften his spirit and awaken his
emotions. He would have gone to the stake to
protect mankind, as a whole, from tyranny and
injustice; but the ambitions of any individual
man, even a friend, stirred him slightly. His
greatest defect as a leader of men was this shrink-
ing from human contacts at close range. When
he had proved the rightness of his case and
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stated it boldly a strange moral fastidiousness and
loyalty to the overlordship of reason prevented
him from seeking to win men to his side by talk-
ing it over in whispers or by sweet and soothing
persuasiveness. As Augustine Birrell aid of Car-
lyle, “It seemed to him to be his duty to teach, not
to tickle mankind.” This inhibition left him a
master of ideas, but not a master of using men,
and substituted admiration and respect for love
and enthusiasm in the nature of the mass of his
followers.

A Man oF PropHETEC QUALITY.

Wilson evoked no such popular devotion as did
Henry Clay or James G. Blaine or Theodore
Roosevelt. Men of his prophetic quality rarely
do. Edmund Burke once said of Charles James
Fox, with a deep sigh, “He was made to be
loved.” That sigh often, no doubt, stirred in
Woodrow Wilson’s heart. He was a selfless man
in so far as personal glory or profit was con-
cerned. It was “perfection, not renown” that al-
lured him. It was God’s praise, not men’s praise,
that gave him strength. The ambition which
drove him to pre-eminence was the ambition to
create new ideals or to reillumine old, neglected
ones. Intellectually he does not belong with Kant
or Burke or Hamilton or John Marshall; but he
had a brain of high order, functioning in a differ-
ent atmosphere and a broader field, a brain
which worked straight and quick; and he suf-
fered ill fools and those of untidy minds. I
should call his greatest mental gifts the power
to look into the future, to assemble facts, to mar-
shal his propositions in due order, to generalize
fairly, and to state his interpretations with such
terseness and soundness that they sank into the
minds that listened.

As an executive he was not an incarnation of
action like Napoleon or Roosevelt. The lightning
decision was not after his manner; but his indus-
try was tireless, and his mind did its own think-
ing, and men could not frighten or deceive or
cajole him. The possession of a tenacious mem-
ory enabled him to keep the whole before him,
to dispense with thrashing around, and to dread
nrelevance and bombast. No dogmatism or
abruptness controlled his relations to men who
approached his problem from the same angle.
He pave his entire trust to those who worked
with him, defended them against injustice, and
upheld them against slander or misrepresentation.

The world used to be full of people busy in
discerning, imagining and cataloguing the faults
of Woodrow Wilson. Dogmatist and hermit, rhet-

orician and pacifist, egocentric and ingrate,
drcamer and drifter were some of the milder coin-
ages of his more civil and restrained enemies.
Well, he had his faults. I am not here to portray
or to defend his faults. Some of them were
protective devices to conserve physical strength,
and others lay buried deep in the impulses in his
blood: but inhibitions born of pride and courage
and high ambition are such as nations learn to
forget and forgive, and even to love and cherish.
Posterity is incurious about the minor faults of
its heroes. England does not concern itself with
the flaws of Nelson and William Pitt. Men do
not remember Andrew Jackson’s stubbornness and
prejudice. They recall only the fury and fire of
his purpose to preserve the Federal Union.

Tue PersPECTIVE OF THE YEAR.

His countrymen will not forever remember the
voiubility and histrionic arts of Theodore Roose-
velt, but they will never let die the memory of
the valient force of him penetrating the nation’s
spirit, increasing the sum of its energies, awak-
ening youth to high adventure and stridently pro-
claiming the glory of upright living. They do not
tattle about Washington’s blazing profanity at
Monmouth, but see his stately figure riding into
the storm of battle beneath the tattered flag of a
new nation he would fain bring into the world.
They do not whisper about Lincoln’s choice of
comipanions or his taste in anecdotes, or his cun-

. ning in politics: but they read incised on white

marble walls the sacred poems which his literary
genius has left to posterity, béhold him in the
night watches correcting his mistakes and using
even his humility as a sword with which to carve
out the victory of his cause. And so it will be
with Woodrow Wilson in the long perspective of
the years. The destiny in his blood decided that
he should possess—

“The unconquerable will

And courage never to submit or yield

And what is else, not to be orercome.”

His ambition to serve his country was as in-
tense as Cromwell’s. It was not easy for him to
forget or to forgive. The pride of righteouness
sometimes froze the more genial currents of his
soul, but he was willing to die, and did die, to
guarantee to humble men a fairer chance in a
juster world, and therefore the savage assaults of
his enemies will shrivel into the insignificance
of Horace Greeley’s editorials against Lincoln’s
policies or the futility of the early century pamph-
leteers against Thomas Jefferson as iconoclast
and antichrist, and his mere detractors will them-
selves either attain a repellent fame as detractors
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of greatness or else they will pass out of memory
and no one will ask
“Who or what they have been
More than he asks what wares
Of the midmost ocean harve swelled,
Foamed for a moment and gone.”

The four closing years in the life of Woodrow
Wilson were harsh, unheroic, uninspiring years in
public affairs, such as generally follow the emo-
tional climaxes of war, and it is a commonplace
to describe them as years of personal tragedy to
him. A vast disillusionment, a timorous distaste
for hold action, a kind of shamefacedness and
cynicism in the recollection of its dreams and
faith in the triumph of moral ideals, scemed to
hold the nation in its grasp. As far as Woodrow
Wilson himself was concerned it is well, perhaps,
not to confuse the bodily pain, the palsied side
and all the cold malignities of the time with the
essential meaning of those years. Adversity had
been wanting in his career, and now it was come
upon him and he was to have acquaintance with
its sublime refinement and the country was to
gain knowledge of its power to smite the hearts
of just men with love for the baffled fighter who
had known none too much of popular affection
in his career of self-reliant conquest.

“Traceny Comes Sweepinc By.”

He carried his head high in the dying days of
hiz public service, omitting no duty his strength
could bear, meeting the gracious courtesy of his
successor at the end with an equal courtesy, as
they rode away from the White House, so deeply
associated in American history with memories of
sorrow and pain, as well as pomp and power,
while unseen of human eyes to each of them
alike, “tragedy with sceptered pall comes sweep-
ing by.”

In the days left to him as the first private citi-
zen of the Republic, unlike Burke, he did not
waste his strength in windy opposition or factious
controversy. He wrote no memoirs. “With my his-
torical sense, how could I be my own biog-
rapher?” he said. He exploited in no way his
wide fame, uttered no complaint, suffered no pity,
displaved no vainglory. It was as if a great gen-
tleman, “weary of the weight of this unintelligible
world,” sought his peace at last in a quiet home
luminous with love and perfect care and shut out
at last from the noises and the storm. From this
sanctuary, day by day, it was given him to behold

the processes of his own immortality, as simple
men and women gathered about his home and
perceived in his wan image the poignant symbol
of their great days and the historic link forever
binding them to noble enthusiasms.

The very depth and dignity of his silence won
through to the imagination of men, and when he
spoke the world stood at attention heartened to
have knowledge that his high hopes for mankind
were undimmed and that there was no faltering
in that firm faith of his that liberty guided by
reason and not by force was the contribution of
his century to human advancement. I doubt not
that regrets visited his mind for lost opportuni-
ties that might have been better used; but a dura-
ble satisfaction must needs have fortified his soul
in those long sequestered days that even the
devil’s advocate must bear witness that

“He had loved no durkness
Sophisticated no truth,

Allowed no fear.”

A grace which his heart craved came in the
exaltation and excitement of the vision of a
valiant new generation on the march, intent to
light its torches at the still-burning fire of his
purpose to substitute for the arbitrament of war
and death the reign of law, to restore to the land
of his love and his loyalty its surrendered ascen-
dancy, and to guarantee 1o the principles he had
fought for eternal validity. The puzzle and com-
plex of his dual nature seemed at last to fall into
a mold of simplicity and consistency. “We die
but once, and we die without distinction if we are
not willing to die the death of sacrifice. Honor
and distinction come only as rewards for service
to mankind.” Thus Woodrow Wilson had spoken
in‘the days of his strength to high-hearted Ameri-
can youth, and now he could of right claim the
supreme distinction as his very own! And so,
even as death enfolded him in its shadows, men
paused in their busy lives and came to compre-
liend that a man of great faith had lived in their
era, revealing to them its beauty and dignity, that
a prophet had guided their country and stirred
the heart of mankind in an hour of destiny, and
that an incorruptible liberal aflame with will to
advance the slow ascent of man had joined those
whom men call immortal and stood among that
high fellowship,

“Constant as the Northern Star

Of whose true, fixed and lasting quality
There is no fellow in the firmament.”
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THE DEATH OF
WOODROW WILSON

End of America’s War President after long illness resulting from
breakdown in September, 1919—National manifestation of grief
marked by tributes from political opponents—Simple ceremonies
when statesman was laid to rest in Washington Cathedral

OODROW WILSON, twenty-eighth
President of the United States and
Commander-in-Chief of the Army

and the Navy during the World War, died
in his Washington home on Sunday, Feb. 3,
at 11:15 A. M. The end was not unex-
pected, as announcement had heen made
on Jan. 30 that the War President was suf-
fering from an attack of indigestion, al-
though his condition was not at that time
considered serious. The next day, how-
ever, reports from the sick-room assumed
a more alarming tone, and on the follow-
ing evening it became evident that death
was only a matter of hours.

Dr. Cary T. Grayson. Rear Admiral,
U. S."N., who had hbeen detailed as the
personal physician of Mr. Wilson since
March, 1913, informed Mr. Wilson on Jan.
30 that his end was near. The dying man
replied: “I am ready. I am a broken
piece of machinery. When the machinery
is broken—" His voice failed for a mo-
ment. Then he whispered: “ I am ready.”
This was his last complete sentence. Thirty-
six hours later he sank into a coma from
which he did not awaken. His last word
—uttered late on the afternoon of Feb. 2—
was the name of his wife, © Edith.”

At the bedside were Mrs. Wilson, Miss
Margaret Wilson, Dr. Grayson and the two
trained nurses, Miss Powderly and Miss
Hewlett. Mrs. Wilson sat by the bed,
holding her husband’s right hand, which
had retained its power of feeling after his
paralytic stroke in 1919. Miss Wilson
was on the other side of the bed, with the
others in the background. A few minutes
after 11 o’clock Mr. Wilson’s eyes opened.
His wife and daughter spoke to him, but

there was no indication of recognition, and
a few moments later the feeble heart-beats
ceased.

Mr. Wilson’s fatal illness had its incep-
tion in the paralytic stroke caused by the
mental and physical exertions of his
speaking trip in advocacy of American
adherence to the League of Nations in the
Summer of 1919. Although far from well
when he entered the White House—he was
then suffering from incipient Bright's dis-
ease, was practically blind in one eye, and
in earlier life had been afflicted with a
blood clot in one of his legs—by rigid
adherence to the regimen laid down by his
medical advisers he had been able to meet
the demands made on his strength by thz
duties of his office in wartime. Then
came the months of fearful strain and even
more fearful loneliness in Paris, the battle
with the Senate “irreconcilables” who
fought his cherished plan for the League
of Nations, and finally the rigors of the
Western tour.

It was more than his flesh and blood
could stand. The first sign of the im-
pending catastrophe came on Sept. 25,
1919, while the Presidential special train
was between Pueblo, Col., and Wichita,
Kan. After going to bed the President
complained of feeling ill. Dr. Grayson,
who had examined him after his speech at
Pueblo, realized with a shock that a stroke
of paralysis was impending when he saw
a drooling of saliva from one corner of
the President’s mouth and a pronounced
drooping of the facial muscles on the left
side. Disregarding Mr. Wilson’s protests,
Dr. Grayson and Mrs. Wilson cut the trip
short and returned hastily to Washington,
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Done at the City of Washington this third
day of February, in the year of_ Our Lord
One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-
four, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the One Hundred and
Forty-eighth.

Proclamations of similar import were
issued by Governors and Mayors through-
out the country. When Congress reasszm-
bled on Monday, Feb. 4. the death of Mr.

Wilson was officially announced, and after
eulogies had been delivered by the Repub-

lican and Democratic floor leaders both

houses adjourned, the Senate for four days
and the House for two.

SeENATOR LODGE’S
EvLocy

Senator Lodge, who
was the leader of the
irreconcilable opposi-
tion to President Wil-
son’s foreign policy,
in the course of his

eulogy, said:

I can say for myself
and, 1 believe, for all
my colleagues on this
side of the chamber
that we have hecard
with profound sorrow
the formal announce-
ment of the death of
President Wilson. In
common with all the
people of this country,
we have felt a very
deep sympathy for the
suffering of President
Wilson during his long
_lllness, which he has
borne without com-
plaint and with so
much fortitude.

Mr. Wilson was a
man of remarkable
ability and of strong
character. Through
laborious years of
thought and study he
devoted himself to se-
curing a mastery of
the historical subjects,
the economic questions
and the theory and
sclence of politics and
government, which
commanded his espe-
cial interest. He rose
to be President of the
ancient and honorable
university of which he
was a graduate. From
this high place in the
field of education he
turned to public life.
He was elected to_be
Governor of New Jer-
seir, one of the thirteen
original States emi-
nent in our history
and on the soil of

tion werc fought. He was then elected and
re-elected President of the TUnited States,
which is to us, and which I believe to be, the
greatest office among men.

During his period of service in the Presi-
dency came the war with Germany, the
most terrible war from which mankind has
suffered during the period of recorded his-
tory. After the victory of the Allled and
Associated Powers it fell to Mr. Wilson to
play the leading part in the unspeakably
difficult work of making peace. He stood
there, a chlef figure in this great transac-
tion, and so he will stand in the pages of
history in the days that are to come,

There Is no figure more conspicuous than
his in the events of that time, which closed
one period in the history of mankind and
opened another. Hcre in the capital of the
country, the scene of his many triumphs,
this remarkable career comes to an end. In
svmpathy and sorrow, and with every mark

which so many of the President and Mrs. Coolidge arriving to take part in the funeral
battles of the Revolu- ceremonies for the late President
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People praying before the late President's death in front of his heme in § Street, Washington

of homage, we stand with bowed heals in
solemn recognition of this event, at once sad
and momentous, which has thus come upon
us in the wisdom of the overruling I’rovi-
dence that guides the destinies of mankind,

SENATOR RoBiNsoN’s EuLocy

Senator Robinson of Arkansas, Demo-
cratic leader of the Senate. who presented

the resolution, spoke as follows:

The announcement that former President
Woodrow Wilson has jpassed away causcs
grief throughout the civilized world. The ill-
ness which resulted in his death was pro-
longed. During his suffering Mr. Wilson
reccived numerous and pathetic evidences of
sympathy from his fellow-countrymen. H =
departure marks the cnd of a cnreer glori-
ficd by many notable achicvements,

The eight years while Mr. Wilson served
as President may be accounted the most
mormentous in modern history.  Into this
short period revolutions of immcasurable
importance were crowded. The governmental
problems solvel during those cight  years
challenged the prudence, foresight and cour-
age -of the Chief Iixecutive. The proper ‘de-
cisions of numerous welghty domestic ques-
tions during his Administrations were com-
plicated by disturbed conditions in our for-
e¢ign relations and. by our participation in
the great world conflict. Notwithstanding
these distracting issucs with other nations,
the fiscal policy of the Government was rev-
olutionized by far-reaching changes in our
pbanking and taxuatlon systems,

When the storm of war swept Europe in
1914 the United States adopted a neutral
policy.  Many thought we should openly
espouse the cause of the Allies. The great
majority of the American pcople, however,
Justified Mr. Wilson’s course in this par-
ticular. It was statesmanship of the most
courageous order to keep our country out of
the war until public sentiment compelled
resentment and hostility toward the Central
Tmph g for the violation of personal and
property nights of .Amcrican citizens.  The

decislon of Mr. Wilson as Commander-in-
Chief of the Army and Navy to send our
troops with all available supplies to the
rescue of the Allies, fighting for their ex-
istence along the battlefronts of Europe, re-
quired surpassing will power. Thousands
were pleading that we stand on the defen-
sive.  The determination to hurry our troops
to the  front saved England, Italy and
France from protracted single-handed war
against the enemy. The financing of the
war, the oiganization of an effective quar-
termaster  service,  prompt  provision  for
transportation and the mobilization of all the
physical and moral resources of the country
were o cigantic task, made possible only by
the spirit of loyalty and sncrifice which
thrilled the men and women of our natfon,
It has been suggested that Mr. Wilson
unwisely assumicd personal direction of our
bt in the neotiations at the Puaris Peace
Cordesonce. He £t a personal responsibility
—a duty which he could not dJdelegatp—to
help in bringing about.a just peacc, an‘en-
during peace. His plan for the preservation
of world peace was rejected, and the treaty
of peace incorporating it fafled of ratifica-
tion in the Senate, largely because it in-
cluded the League of Nations Covenant.
History must decide whether the rejection of
the treaty by the Senate was a mistake, =
As  the leader of our country in its great-
cst crisis, he is passing into history with
opinion dfvided 'as to the wisdom of some
of his forcign policies. When confusion has
given place to calm conviction he must take
high place among the renowned of all the
ages, because of his exalted ideals. Neither
culogy nor defamation can materially influ-
ence the estimation in which he will be held
by future gencrations, It is  unavailing
either unduly to applaud or jfealously to de-
preciate what he has done and.what h:: has
tried to do. Meaaured both ways, he i&
:iaslly recognized as the greatest man of his
me. S .
Men are not always judged by what they
do: they are sometimes judged by what they
try to do. One thing ila certain. In the years
to come, if war shall again desolate the
earth and the mothers of this land be com-
pelled to yicld their sons to bloody strife,
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all they who fight and they who soriow
will remember and bless Woodrow Wilson,
because he gave himself in un earnest effort
to deliver them from the heritage of war.
The final judgment of mankind will be fair,
in spite of efforts to pervert it. Already
there has been a revival of his popularity,
and this will gather as the years go by.
Leaders in great crises do not depend on
favor for renown. KEarnestness is Indeed
the path of immortality, and they who tread
that way are certain of enduring fame. In
the solemn presence of death we behold the
evidences of tender sympathy and universal
grief. Tears, tolling bells and heartfelt
prayers throughout a grief-stricken land in-
spire appreciation for his hopes and his
dreams—hopes for freedom for every peo-
ple—dreams of ‘‘peace on earth and good-
will toward men.”

In THE House oF REPRESENTATIVES

Representative Nicholas Longworth, Re-
publican floor leader of the House, an-

nouncing the death of Mr. Wilson, said:

" President Wilson will be mourned not only
throughout the United States of America, but
throughout the entire civilized world, of
which he was in his time so outstanding a
figure. Our hearts go out, I am well assured,
wfth profound sympathy to his bereaved
family, and particularly to the gracious lady
who was h!s trusted and well-beloved com-
panion equally in the zenith of his great pow-
ers and since illness came slowly but surely
to undermine them.

Following Mr. Longworth, Representa-

tive Garrett said:

Many there are throughout the world who
will proclaim that the foremost character of
his gereration and one of the foremost in all
history has passed on. Others will not accord
him such high praise. It Is not for us now to
enter upon speculation or to attempt to fix
Woodrow Wilson's place in history. We

.

coull not do this latter if we would. History
itself will adjust that, and it is reasonably
safe to assert that it will do so unerringly.
We stand too close to his life work; our at-
mosphere is yet too much surcharged with
recollections of his vivid personality and
power to enable us to obtain that perspective
which will be the final judgment.

Circumstances of social contact and con-
flict were 8o shaped that by reason of
his position the opportunity was presented
wherein his virtue and his genius made him
for a time, at least, the outstanding indi-
viduaHty of the world. He walked upon
heights untouched before by human foot:; he
sought to break new trails for mankind. Not
alone in Senates, Parliaments and Chancel-
leries; not only In throne rooms and execu-
tive courts and cloisters, was his ldealism
weighed and analyzed, but its spirit perme-
ated the great masses of men, and from all
the tribes and races and peoples of all climes
and all civilizations came the profound plau-
dits of brain and heart and wistful souls.

It is not conceivable that the impressions so
created shall perish from the psychology of
humanity, but just what the full and ulti-
mate effects are to be history and destiny
mus; combine in coming centuries to tell. For
us at this moment is just the sad and simple
duty to cease for a brief time our labors that
we may join the millions of our fellows and
stand in solemn contemplation of the awe-
some majesty of death.

The following identic resolution was

adopted by the House of Representatives
and the Senate:

The House [Senate] having learned with
profound sensibility and sorrow of the death
of Woodrow Wilson, former President of the
United States;

Resolved, That as a token of honor to the
many virtues, public and private, of the
illustrious statesman, and as a mark of
respect to one who has held such eminent
public station, the Speaker of this House
shall appoint a committee to attend the fu-
neral of Mr. Wilson on behalf of the House.

Resolved, That such committee may join

The scene outside the late President’s home in Washington when his body was taken from the
house to be conveyed to the place of burial in the Protestant Episcopal Cathedral on Feb. ¢ 1924
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The burial of President Wilson: The automebile hearse conveying the body to the Protestant
IZpiscopal Cathedral

such committee as may be appointed on the
part of the Senate [House] to consider and
report by what further token of respect and
affection it may be proper for the Congress
of the United Stiates to express the deep
sensibility of the nation.

Resolved, That the clerk communicate these
resolutions to the Senate [House] and trans-
mit a copy of the same to the afflicted family
of the illustrious dead.

Resolved, That the Scrgeant-at-Arms of the
House [Senate] be authorized and dirccted to
take such steps as may be necessary for
carrying out the provisions of these reso-
lutions, and that the nccessary expenses in
conncection therewith he paid out of the con-
tingent fund of the House [Senatec].

Resolved, That as a further mark of respect
this House [Scnate] do now adjourn.

THE FuNeraL CEREMONIES
The funeral of Mr. Wilson on Feb. 6

was the occasion for a national manifes-
tation of regret and grief. Thousands of
people gathered round his house, while
tens of thousands lined the route followed
by the funeral cortége and gathered in the
grounds of St. Albans, the Episcopal Ca-
thedral on the heights overlooking Wash-
ington, where the body of the war Presi-
dent was laid to rest. Services were held
at the hour of the funeral throughout the
nation, and the public services in the Beth-
lehem Chapel of the cathedral were broad-
cast by radio to millions of persons east of
the Mississippi. Street traffic in New
York and other cities was halted at 3

P. M., remaining suspended for a brief
period; telegraph wires throughout the na-
tion were also silenced. Memorial ser-
vices were held throughout the nation and
work was suspended in many public and
private offices.

The services over Mr. Wilson’s body
were marked by the utmost simplicity.
Members of the family, a few intimate
friends and high Government officials, in-
cluding President Coolidge, who was ac-
companied by Mrs. Coolidge, joined in
the services at the Wilson residence. The
Rev. James H. Taylor, pastor of the Cen-
tral Presbyterian Church which Mr. Wil-
son attended during his Presidency, read
the Twenty-third Psalm. Dr. Sylvester W.
Beach, the dead man’s pastor for years at
Princeton, delivered a brief prayer, and
the Right Reverend James E. Freeman,
Protestant Episcopal Bishop of Washing-
ton, read the twenty-seventh verse of the
Thirty-third Chapter of Deuteronomy and
the twenty-fourth and twenty-fifth verses
of the Epistle of Jude. Members of the
honor guard of twenty-four, selected from
the army. navy and marine corps, then
carried the body to the waiting hearse. and
the cortége moved slowly through streets
lined by silent crowds.
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At the cathedral the body, preceded by
Dean Bratenahl, the choir and Bishop Free-
man, with attending clergymen, was car-
ried to the chancel. Close behind came
Mrs. Wilson, heavily veiled. The services
opened with an antiphonal reading of the
Thirty-ninth Psalm, of which the Rev. Mr.
Taylor read the first verse, the congrega-
tion responding. Then Bishop Freeman
read the lesson from the Order for the
Burial of the Dead:

There is one glory of the sun, and another
glory of the moon, and another glory of the
stars; for one star differeth from another star
in glory. So also is the resurrection of the
dead. It is sown in corruption, it is raised
in incorruption; it is sown in dishonor, it is
raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is
raised in power; it is sown a natural body,
it is raised a spiritual body.

For the trumpet shall sound, and the dead
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall
be changed. For this corruptible must put
on incorruption, and this mortal must put on
immortality. So when this corruptible shall
have put on incorruption, and this mortal
shall have put on immortality, then shall be
brought to pass the saying that is written,
death is swallowed up in victory. O death!
where is thy sting? O grave! where is thy
victory?

The male voices of the choir sang the
hymn, “Day Is Dying in the West,” and
the Apostles Creed, the Lord’s Prayer and
other prayers from the Episcopal ritual
were repeated. Bishop Freeman pro-
nounced the benediction and the congrega-
tion retired to the recessional, “The Strife
Is O’er, the Battle Done,” leaving the
members of the family to wait in the north
vestibule while workmen removed the
slabs of marble and concrete covering the
entrance to the crypt of the cathedral.
When all was ready Bishop Freeman and
the attending clergymen took their places
at the side of the opening, the soldier and
sailor bearers placed the coffin on sup-
porting beams over the vault and returned
to their places near the altar. Mrs. Wil-
son entered on the arm of William G. Mc-
Adoo, followed by the others.

The Episcopal committal service was
read, and the little group joined Bishop
Freeman in reciting -the Lord’s Prayer.
Bishop Freeman pronounced the benedic-
tion, and then, in accordance with Mrs.
Wilson’s previously expressed wish, re-
cited Tennyson’s “Crossing the Bar.” The
soldiers and sailors stepped forward, and
as the notes of “taps,” sounded outside

The last resting place of President Wilson: Architect’'s drawing of the Protestant Episcopal
Cathedral, Washington, as it will be when completed
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the cathedral by an army musician, echoed
through the chapel, the coffin was lowered
into the vault and placed in its niche. The
family stared mutely into the crypt for a
moment while the workmen sealed up the
niche by the light of their guttering can-
dles. Then Mr. McAdoo led Mrs, Wilson
away, the crypt was sealed, and Woodrow
Wilson, broken from the battle of life. was
left alone with eternity.

Deep GrRIEF THROUGHOUT THE WORLD—
TriBUTE BY LLoyp GEORGE

The news of Mr. Wilson's death evoked
a world-wide demonstration of sorrow and
sympathy. From the heads of neutral
States as well as the nations with which
the United States was associated during
the World War, and likewise from the
heads of remote countries throughout the
world, came fervent tributes to the War
President’s memory. The most tender, per-
haps, and withal the most penetrating.
came from David Lloyd George, Mr. Wil-
son’s collaborator in the war and at the
Peace Conference. Mr. Lloyd George said:

Woodrow Wilson was a very great man,
and, like all great men. had his defects, but
these will be quickly forgotten in the mag-
nitude  of his life ‘work. True, he was @
failure, but a glorious failure, [Te fajled as
Jesus Christ failed, and, like Cnrist, sacri-
ficed his life in pursuance of his noble idenl.
e was just as much a victim of the great
war as any soldier who died in the trenches.
He ruined his health in  the endeavor to
create a better and happier existence for the
people of the whole world, and I am sure
that the failure of his altruistic inspirations
hastened his tragic end,

It will perhaps be a generation before the
greatness of Woodrow Wilson will be appre-
ciuted at its real value by his countrymen
and the tragedy which closed his life will
bring before the world the unselfishness of
his ambitions as nothing c¢lse could. Like
the tragedy which made tor your great mar-
tyred Lincoln a permanent place in  the
hearts of the American people—cven of those
who disagreed with him, as was made very
apparent to me in my recent visit to the
Southern States—the sad death of this great
statesman,  this  great  American, will in-
delibly stamp his nam» among those at the
very top of your history.

Like Theodore Roosevelt, Mr, Wilson had
violent likes and dislikes, and for this, as
always is the penalty of greatness, he was
I belicve T may say that
never have 1 secen  such  vicious, cruel
vituperation as was hecaped upon him at
home and in Paris at the time of the Teace
Confercnce.,  Such abuse never was leveled
at any man in lik> position in history and
it hurt him terribly. Criticism cut him like
a knife, Had he been a lifelong politicisn
he could have overlooked these attacks
Thirty wvears or so_ of political life makes
one. invulnerable. I know. But Wilson's
character was such, he was of such fine
stuff, that he waz immensely senzitive to
this public abuse and he suffered more than
others would have done. T have no doubt
that this helped to bring on his illness.

violently criticized.

Besides, he was a tircless worker. T re-
member when we were in Paris I would see
lights in his room at all hours of the night
as he worked at his League idea. The rest
of us found time for golf and we took our
Sundays off, but Wilson, in his zeal, worked
incessantly, Only those who were there and
witnessed it can realize the effort he ex-
pended.

He was a man whose personallt{ grew
upon one. When I first met him here in
England I did not understand him, nor did
Clemenceau in Paris, but when you spend
every day for five months with a man you
have opportunity to become well acquainted
with him, and when it was over I had
learned to appreciate his great gifts and to
like him very much personally, and 1 re-
member Clemenceau at the time telling me
his feelings were similar,

Yes, Woodrow Wilson was a very likable
man, and I shall mourn his passing. I had
the pleasure of spending a_ pleasant hour
with him when I was in Washington re-
cently, and though his physical condition
was a shock to me his wit was just as kecn
and his remarks were as briflllant as they
ever were, He had a wonderful mind and,
according to Admiral Grayson, whom
knew, he met the terrible agony of his 1ll-
ness with a stoic courage that was remarka-
ble. I can well understand such bravery in
such a man.

The prevailing sentiment in France was
one of gratitude to Mr. Wilson for Ameri-
can aid in the war, opinions differing as
to his greatness as a peace-maker. The
Chamber of Deputies on the day of the
funeral stopped a fierce political debate to
unite all factions in a unanimous vote of
sympathy and sorrow to be transmitted to
the American Congress, and for a few
moments the Chamber stood in silence,
after which Premier Poincaré pronounced
a brief eulogy.

German public opinion saw in Mr.
Wilson’s death only the passing of the man
who had betrayed Germany by his Four-
teen Points. Two Germans, however, had
kinder words for him: Count von Bern-
storff, German Ambassador to the United
States prior to our entry into the World
War, and Maximilian Harden, the pub-
licist. Harden said:

Certain it Is that Wilson did not achieve
as much as was hoped of him, * * ¢ Equally
certain it is, however, that Wilson gained
for the United States a moral basis and
world rank in which George Washington
would sce the fulfilment of his fdeals. Only
blind enmity can today still doubt the noble
purity of Wilson's motives.

Wilson was in Paris the same man he was
in Princeton, Trenton and, Washington. Only,
like the giant in ancient Greck mythology,
he had lost part of the strength he had
sucked from his home soil and :therefore
could be overcome and conquered in a to
him alien element by pecople who were far

from being demigods like Hercules, who
lifted up and in the air crushed to death
Antacus, who with his feet on. his own

ground was invincible.

To President Wilson there remained noth-
ing but hope in his League of Nations. The
League could, according to my firm convic-
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tion, if after definitely fixing the bounda-
ries of its rights the United States were to
co-operate therein, today achieve the splen-
did goal of Wilsun's aspirations.

The case of Wilson is as tragic as Ham-
let's. A noble soul, which for lack of bru-
tality such as Lenin possessed, strains in its
physical container, the body. Even as Shakes-
peare’s graduate-Prince, so could the pro-
fessor-President groan: ‘The time is out of
joint, O cursed spite, that ever 1 was born
to set it right.”

Wilson did not attain his goal. But when,
or where either, in all history did high aspi-
ration gain the peak in the first attempt?
Wilson felt, thought and spoke as before him
never did the hcad of a great State. The
poorest and mightiest, hushed and awed,
hearkened to his word that seemed to sound
from the threshold of & new era of purified
political morality. This will come, because
it must come,

Even for the grandest and most glorious
of all visions, that of the Savior, an Apostle
who knew mankind and earthly things had
to build an earthl{ body around. Perhaps
this Paul, too, will America give unto the
world. Wilson's glory, however, will sooner
or later shine from the darkness again and
those who today still hesitate to count him
among the great American Presidents, even
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tae7’ willy wi.cn the clouds of partisan po-
litical jcodtrquarsies have passed away, be
filled withy ¥rotisude that Woodrow Wilson,
despite his ahprjromipgs, has, through what
he did and ¢ no{? dog bgft behind among
Americans the comclgxﬂloss', the realiza-
tion, that to the perloifof the World War
America gave the greatdt?

hobjest, res
figure. . .-{a s purest

Count von Bernstorff characterizéd as
propaganda the criticisms of Mr. Wilson,
and described the War President as “ not
quite statesman enough to win out against
allied diplomacy at Paris.”

In Argentina, as well as in other South
American countries, and throughout Cen-
tral America, the day of the funeral was
set aside as a day of public mourning.
Flags were half-masted not only in the
United States but also in many foreign
countries.

THE STATESMANSHIP OF
WOODROW WILSON

By James W. GERARD
Former United States Ambassador to Germany

Measures by which history will estimate the late Presi-
dent’s high qualities as initiator of policies and executive—
Benefits of the Federal Reserve system—Government aid

to farmers—Railroad and commerce

legislation—The

Mexican crisis—His part in the war and world politics

HE further we are from the achieve-
ments of a man's life the more clear-
ly do we see and understand them.

The little details that once seemed so im-
portant disappear, and we begin to see the
great lines which mark the success or fail-
ure of a human career. Woodrow Wilson,
the world's greatest idealist, lies in the
beautiful cathedral which overlooks the
capital City of Washington, and already
we begin to measure the greatness and per-
manence of his statesmanship. A little
soon, perhaps, a little uselessly, for history
and posterity, not his contemporaries, will
render the verdict on his life. '

Politician or statesman? That is the

first question. There can be no dispute:
Woodrow Wilson was a statesman—never
surrendering ideals or ideas or even preju-
dices for the mere political advantage ot
the moment.

Today, when it is known that conquest
is a great illusion, mere acquisition of ter-
ritory by a ruler is no longer the criterion
of success. But acquisition by peaceful
means must still be considered success-
ful statesmanship. The beautiful Danish
Islands, during President Wilson’s Admin-
istration, were added to our colonial
crown. Much of the credit for the diplo-
matic work. involved is due to our truly
great representative, Maurice Francis
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Egan. But the backing of Pregijent, Wilson
~ insured the success of ¢he Keydtiytions.

Much criticism.yas directed against Wil-
son’s Mexica;(:?'qi.ipy.*"Today, as General
Obregpn drives ‘the rebels into the sea at
Veig:Csuz: the Wilson policy is successful.
I wert to Mexico in 1910 as one of the rep-
resentatives of the United States to the
celebration of the one hundredth anniver-
sary of the commencement of the war for
Mexican independence. The night before
we left there was a grand hall in the patio
of the National Palace, and there I had an
opportunity to make by farewells to Presi-
dent Diaz. I said: “Mr. President. the next
time I come to Mexico I hope to speak bet-
ter Spanish.”  With prophetic vision the
old warrior replied: “The next time you
come I shall not be here.” And he went on
to say that he had made two grave errors
in his Administration. He had not soon
enough introduced universal education and
he had not forced a division of the lands
of the great proprietors so as to create a
solid, farming, middle class.

Within a short time Diaz was a fugitive.
The Madero revolution was successful. and
then General Huerta. turning on Madero,
tool: him prisoner. and while a prisoner
Madero was mysteriously assassinated.
Huerta as dictator Wilson refused to recog-
nize, laking the position that the United
States should not recognize thase dictators
who had gained their places hy assassina-
tion. After a period of revolulion and
counter-revolution Obregon emerged; a
slatesman and a warrior who forced the
division of lands and who was on the point
of peacefully surrendering the Presidency
to a legally elected successor, when the
second Huerta, disappointed candidate, re-
belled and sought to gain the Presidency
by force of arms. The poor success of his
movement shows that Mexico no longer
favors election by revolution. The ideals
of Woodrow Wilson have prevailed. His
much-criticized Mexican policy has been
vindicated.

One of the first problems in our foreign
policy that presented itself was decided by
Wilson in the broad spirit of international
justice. He was subjected to attack be-
cause he decided that we should strictly
observe the provisions of the Hayv-Paunce-
fote treaty and that American shins should

not be toll exempt in the Panama Canal.
To decide otherwise meant a decision
against the solemn obligation of the treaty.
The blame should be placed where it be-
longs—on the shoulders of Hay and the
Administration behind him which negoti-
ated and ratified a treaty so inimical to the
interests of the United States.

During President Wilson’s Administra-
tion, and through his approval of Secre-
tary of State Bryan's idea, arbitration
treaties were made with thirty nations..
These treaties provide for negotiations for
a year after a dispute arises between us
and any nation before war can be declared.
Certainly the simplest and most practical
way to keep the peace. It is interesting to
recall that Germany alone of the great
powers refused o sign this treaty with the
United States, because, as the Secretary for
Foreign Affairs told me: “If we sign with
vou it makes no difference to us. but if we
do France, Russia and Great Britain will
ask us to sign similar treaties: if we re-
fuse a refusal is almost a declaration of
war. If we sign and hold to the treaty we
lose our greatest asset in war—our readi-
ness for sudden and unexpected attack.”

Since the davs of the old United States
Bank many suggestions for the improve-
ment and centralization of our banking
and currency svstem had been made. It
remained for Woodrow Wilson and his
aids. in Congress and out, to crystallize
these ideas and produce the system which
in troublous times has been the salvation
of our banking and business—the Federal
Reserve Banks. To the farmer, broken by
high interest rates paid for borrowed
money, the Federal Farm Loan banks,
established during Wilson’s Administra-
tion, gave a needed relief,

The establishment of the Tariff Commis-
sion was the first step to put the tariff
where it belongs—outside of the realm of
politics. The Federal Trade Commission
gives protection to the honest business
man. It is not difficult to sit by the fire in
an easy chair and criticize the adoption of
the eight-hour day on the railroads. But
stand on a freight car in snow and sleet,
fire a locomotive in the heat of Summer,
vou will find eight hours ample time when
given to assiduous labor. The eight-hour
day means more contented workingmen,
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stead of going to the Versailles Confer-
ence he would have been able to remain in
the background, a great mysterious force,
speaking only through his representatives
and at the critical moment throwing his
power into the scales in behalf of forgive-
ness and peace and against the Allies’
policy of land grabbing and revenge. But
in his trip to Paris he learned the greatest
point of soreness in the whole European
situation—the haunting fear which France
has of invasion from Germany. It is this
fecar—the dread by France, already invaded
forty-seven times in her history from the
east—of German conquest that makes
France today keep on foot the best army in
the world and that great fleet of airplanes
—a source of fear to turn to the British
no longer safe behind the barrier of their
silver seas. It is this fear, not hope of
reparations, which drove France to seize
the Ruhr, source of German munitions of
war. The far-seeing eye of Wilson saw all
this, and he was ready to promote world
peace by pledging security to France.

Second, some critics say that he should
have taken with him Republicans like Taft,
Lodge and Root, perhaps one day saying,
“I am not well today, Taft. “)(')n’t you
take my place? There is a very important
meeting on—the constitution of the World
Court, and I am sure you understand that
better than I do.” Or that, on another day,
he might have sent Root or Lodge, so
that they all would have had a part
in the framing of ‘the treaty and the
League. And these critics allege that
there is no doubt but that Taft and
Lodge and Root would have toured Amer-
ica to advocate the adoption of the League;
but would these men have been as helpful
as many suppose? Could anything have
appeased the implacable political enmity
of Lodge? Where was Taft and his League
to Enforce Peace as soon as the League of

Nations became a football of politics? And.

could the Big Business friends of Root have
viewed with anything but disfavor any con-
nection with one whose policy as to rail-
roads, telegraphs and the eight-hour day
they so violently opposed?

A third mistake, based, however, on the

4

advice of ill-advised and ill-advising poli-
ticians, was the demand for a partisan Con-
gress from a nation which during the war
had forgotten party, had loyally seconded
every move of the Government and which
deeply resented this summons on party
lines. It is undoubtedly true that the call
should have been for the election of
patriots, not partisans. It has been said
that Wilson’s failing, if failing it was, was
his failure to understand men. He exacted
high service, the service of unfailing ma-
chines. He did not realize that men are
but grown-up boys who do their best work
when patted on the head and given a few
words of encouragement. But his confi-
dence once given, his appointment once
made, he stood by his subordinates in the
face of bitter attacks, crawling intrigue and
envious backbiting. He gave great dis-
cretionary powers and looked only at the
results obtained. He felt that he led a
great army of civilians and that he could
not be expected to stop in his work and
reaffirm to every soldier a confidence once
given.

Great internal reforms carried through;
the public, business men, workingmen all
served; the monetary system, the very
fount and basis of all prosperity, stabil-
ized and kept stable; a great war carried
to a successful conclusion and the United
States of America placed in the forefront
of the nations, not as a conquering but as
a crusading nation seeking nothing at the
peace table but justice for all the world; a
great opportunity for the nations strug-
gling in the maze of age-lorig hatreds and
revenges—all this is due to Woodrow Wil-
son, leader of America, who will stand
out in history as the pre-eminent statesman
of his age. Nations like individuals have
moments at the forked roads of opportu-
nity which are marked failure and success.
Napoleon said that great leaders must be
merchants of hope. Woodrow Wilson
offered to the nations the greatest of all
merchandise — permanent and universal
peace. That his merchandise was refused
does not detract from the undying fame of
Woodrow Wilson, leader and statesman.




THE LATE PRESIDENT’S RECORD
OF ACHIEVEMENT

A review of Woodrow Wilson’s early history, scholastic
career, and successes and failures in applying his ideas to
the practical problems of State, national and world politics

HOMAS WOODROW WILSON (he

dropped the first name early in life)
was born on Dec. 28, 1850. at Staunton.
Va., where his father, the Rev. Joseph Rug-
gles Wilson, was pastor of the Preshyte-
rian Church. The elder Wilson was the
son of an Ulster immigrant. and had mar-
ried in Steubenville, Ohio. Jessie Woodrow.
the daughter of a.Scotch clergyman. who
had come to that State via Cumberland
and Canada.

Not long after Woodrow Wilson’s birth
the family moved to Augusta, Ga., where
they lived during the Civil War and the
early period of reconstruction. Augusta
was out of the fighting zone, and the war
touched the family only as it touched every
family in the South. but those who knew
Woodrow Wilson well in later vears
thought that he got his first stimulus to
political thinking under the impressions
of the reconstruction period. He received
a good many of the essentials of an educa-
tion at home, and attended at Augusta a
private school opened by a Confederate
veteran. His studies were continued in an
academy at Columbia. S. C.. when the
family moved there. and in 1873 he en-
tered Davidson College, a Presbyterian
institution in North Carolina. IH health
compelled him to leave before the college
year was over. In 1875. after preparatory
study at home. he entered Princeton.

His undergraduate career was not par-
ticularly distinguished: he finished thirty-
eighth in a class of 106. with good grades
in the literary and political studies. but
no very brilliant showing in the natural
sciences. He learned. for taking notes at
lectures, that shorthand which he after-
ward used in drafting his notes to the
German Government. He had taken some
part in oratory and debating. but without
distinction and his chief college honor

seems to have been the editorship of The
Princetonian.

During his senior year. however, he wrote
an essay on “ (Cabinet Government in the
United States.” which was published in
The International Review. In this may be
found the germ of his theories of the place
of the Executive in the American Govern-
ment. In the main it was a protest against
entrusting the virtual direction of all legis-
lation to standing committees of the two
houses. and an argument in favor of a re.
sponsible Cabinet. which should sit in
Congress, take over the direction of legis-
lative policy, and he answerable at all
times to the people’s representatives,

These ideas were more fully developed
seven years later in his Ph. D. thesis at
Johns Hopkins, but there is a direct and
visible connection between the college
student. who was elated by the receipt of a
small check for his first publizhed article,
and the President of the United States who
went down into the commiltee rooms of
Congress to urge the passage of measures
supported by the Administration.

Immediately after leaving Princeton he
entered the Law School of the University
of Virginia. where he remained about a
vear and a half before poor health sent
him to Wilmington, N. C.. where he com-
pleted his legal education by private study.
At Virginia he had won considerable dis-
tinction in oratory: but he is also said to
have expressed an opinion that the law had
ceased to be a profession and had become
a mere trade.

He Becomes A TEACHER

In 1882 he began to practice in Atlanta,
but for law as a trade he appeared to have
no aptitude. So in 1883 he entered the
graduate school at Johns Hopkins and re-
mained there for two years as a student
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and fellow in history and political science.
Here he was successful and made a deep
impression upon teachers and fellow-
students. That impression obtained for
him in 1885 an Associate Professorship of
History and Political Economy at Bryn
Mawr. On June 24 of the same year he
was married to Miss Ellen Louise Axson,
daughter of a Presbyterian clergyman in
Savannah.

A year later he received his Ph. D. from
Johns Hopkins, and the thesis written for
that degree, entitled “Congressional Gov-
ernment: A Study in American Politics,”
has gone into numerous editions and been
generally used as a textbook. Its central
ideas were those suggested in the essay of
seven years before, the need of some better
supervisor of legislation than irresponsible
standing committees. Dr. Wilson was be-
coming noticed as a political student of
growing reputation.

After three years at Bryn Mawr he be-
came professor of history and political
economy at Wesleyan, and after two years
more (in 1890) he was called to the Chair
of Jurisprudence at Princeton. He served
his Alma Mater twelve years as professor
and then for eight more as President be-
fore he resigned to put his political
theories into practice. l}))uring this period
he held outside lectureships from time to
time at Columbia, Johns Hopkins and New
York University.

In his years as professor he wrote con-
tinually, both books and magazine articles,
and came constantly into greater demand
as a public speaker. A distinction can be
drawn between the two fields of his liter-
ary work—the historical books and essays,
such as “A History of the American Peo-
ple” (1902), “Division and Reunion”
(1893), and “George Washington” (1896),
were of a general and popular character.
They seem to have represented by-products
of the large industry of his study of politi-
cal theory and more particularly political
practice, and it is in his writings and
speeches on politics during this period
that the student can trace clearly a tena-
cious hanging-on to the original idea of
the place of the Executive in the American
Government. That place, according to
Woodrow Wilson, was as the representa-
tive of the whole people, responsible for
the advocacy before Congress of the

greater policies which could not be en-
trusted to a body whose members were
concerned with local interests, nor to
standing committees, impregnable to criti-
cism and managed largely by log-rolling.

A STRONG SUPPORTER OF CLEVELAND

That view was advanced in “The State:
Elements of Historical and Practical Poli-
tics,” published in 1889. It was further
developed in an address before the Vir-
ginia Bar Association in 1897. It was
reflected in an essay on “Mr. Cleveland as
President,” in which Dr. Wilson expressed
high appreciation of the Chief Executive
who was going out of office amid so much
disapproval.

Those who praised Mr. Cleveland as he
was going back into private life were a
select and small company, and Dr. Wilson
joined them by declaring that “no such
great personality has appeared in our pol-
itics since Lincoln.” One phrase in that
essay is of prophetic interest as bearing
on Mr. Wilson’s conception of public ser-
vice in general and the Presidency in par-
ticular: “A certain tough and stubborn
fibre is necessary, which does not easily
change, which is unelastically strong.”

Dr. Wilson’s elevation to the Presidency
of Princeton compelled him to restrict the
volume of his writing, and perhaps re-
moved the necessity for his more popular
ventures. But it increased the demand for
him as a public speaker, and in spite of
his necessary occupation with problems of
university administration and finance, and
new questions as to the direction and pur-
pose of a university, he found time to con-
tinue the development of his political
ideas, one might almost say of his single
political idea.

The times were developing it also; a
series of lectures at Columbia University
in 1908, afterward published under the
tittle of “Constitutional Government in the
United States,” show some ‘reflection of the
change that had come over the methods of
American politics. Presidential direction of
policy, which had seemed only a dream of
the distant future in 1879 and 1885, was
becoming a practical possibility with the
examples of Cleveland and Roosevelt in
memory; it was to become to some a
desirable possibility a few years later,
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Ellen Louise
whom he had

WILSON'S FIRST WIFE

Wileon (née Axson), by
three daughters and who
died in 1914

and the object of the writer on politics
should be nothing less than this, to paint
government to the life, to -make it live
again upon his page.”

This was the standard which Woodrow
Wilson set for himself as a historian. All
his activities as student and teacher and
writer were in conformity with that stand-
ard. Yet he was not an author from
choice. He never set out consciously to
become an author. Of his five-volume
“ History of the American People,” his
most brilliant as well as his largest literary
achievement, he said: “ It grew out of a
series of papers or essays on different
phases of American history, a number of
which were printed. They were not in any
way related. I wrote these historical essays
as much as anything to make my own con-
ception of American history definite and
to give them a body and substance. Then,
too, I wished somewhat to let others see
American history and American men as
myself viewed them.”

After he Lecame President of Princeton

he found no time to write books. An occa-
sional essay, educational addresses and a
few speeches commenting on politics and
economic questions of the day were his
only writien expressions. As a college
professor, however, he used to devote to
writing all the forenoons during which he
did not lecture. He often forced himself
to work. He trained himself to work me-
thodically. He could not work in any case
until his desk was in perfect order.

Mr. Wilson's second book, ¢ The State,”
was used as a textbook in many schools
and colleges. There followed two books
of essays, “ An Old Master ” and “ Mere
Literature,” which showed very clearly his
deep literary concerns, the second volume
being a protest against the making of lit-
erature a scientific study. Other works
were ** The Free Life ” (1913), “ The New
Freedom ” (1913), “ When a Man Comes
to Reunion” (1893), “George Washing-
ton” (1896), * Constitutional Government
of the United States” (1908), “ State Ele-
ments of Historical and Practical Politics ”
(1889), “ Division and Himself ” (1915)
and “ On Being Human ” (1916).

PovriticaL Drirr Towarp His Ibeas

While Woodrow Wilson was thus growing in
public estimation the times were rapidly prepar-
ing for the entry of new forces into poliiics.
The insurgent movement had shattered the Re-
publican Party and was growing in power every
day, but the aciivities of the “lunatic fringe”
alarmed many men, who still felt that some
change was necessary, and the prospective reap-
pcarance of Colonel Roosevelt in politics raised
instinctive objections to the third term.

On March 19, 1910, came the revolution in
the House of Representatives which overthrew
the power of Speaker Cannon. It was an im-
portant battle in the campaign for political re-
form, but it was still more important to Woodrow
Wilson. For in recent years the Speaker had in
practice exercised that direction and promotion of
legislation which in the Wilsonian system was
the function of the President. With a powerful
influence suddenly removed there was a better
chance for bringing in something to take its
place.  President Taft, meanwhile, condoned
measures of which he did not approve, such as
the tariff bill, and the Wilson ideas of the Presi-
dential function gained in acceptability accord-
ingly.

Nevertheless, in the years leading up to 1912,
not many outside of Dr. Wilson himself seem to
have attached much weight to his views on the
machinery of the Government; the country at
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was accepted on its merits, but another feature
of English university life, which Mr. Wilson tried
to introduce, a modification of the Oxford and
Cambridge college system, did not find favor at
Princeton. His plan would have established
quadrangles, boarding and lodging perhaps a
hundred students each, with some younger in-
structors, in the hope that each quadrangle might
become a centre of intellectual and social com-
munity life for all its members, such as the Ox-
ford and Cambridge colleges are in theory sup-
posed to be, and sometimes are. It was an effort
to solve the social problem afflicting all Amer-
ican colleges and universities, in which compara-
tively few of the student body get intensive social
activity through fraternities or clubs, while the
majority are a disorganized, unsocial mass. How
the quadrangle plan would have worked in prac-
‘tice is uncertain, for the opposition of the alumni
‘and the upper class clubs of Princeton was
“enough to lay it on the table after a two years’
fight. .

*. During this conflict Mr. Wilson made the com-
.parison of the modern American university to a
circus, which aroused feeling on both sides in
_the dispute. “The side shows have become so
numerous, so diverting, so important if you will,
‘that they have eaten up the circus, and we in
‘the main tent are often obliged to whistle before
our audiences, humiliated and disgraced.” At
‘ahout the same time he remarked that he wanted
Princeton to be a college, not an exclusive coun-
try club.

This fight was not ended when the quadrangle
plan was dropped in 1907; its repercussions in
club life broke out in the undergraduate body
after Woodrow Wilson had moved to the White
House. It brought him many friends and ad-
mirers: it also brought him enemies among the
students and alumni of the university.

Tue GRrapuaTE ScHooL CONTROVERSY

A vyear or so later another fight made more
enemies. A project for a graduate school, to
be magnificently housed and equipped, had been
worked out by Professor Andrew F. West, who
was to be dean of the school. The proposal
was on an elaborate scale that did not commend
itself to Mr. Wilson, whose interest was cen-
tred in the development of instruction for the
undergraduates. Early in 1910 William Cooper
Procter of Cincinnati, who made an excursion
into national politics ten years later as a
supporter of General Wood, offered the univer-
sity half a million dollars for a graduate school
to be erected on a site specified by himself and
removed by some distance from the university.

After considerable debate on the matter, Mr.
Wilson refused it. Acceptance would have meant
not only decision of the controversy over the
graduate school in Dean West's favor, but de-
cision by an outsider whose only claim to be

arbiter was his possession of money. The refusal
aroused much antagonism and sharpened the
animosity of those who had opposed M:r. Wilson
on the quadrangle issue. Alumni and trustees
split on the question and dchate was growing -
more vigorous when the will of Isaac Wyman,
an old graduate who had lately died in Mas-
sachusetts, was found to leave $3,000,000 to the
university for a graduate school—and one of
the trustees was Cean West.

There were not many who would have sup-
ported Mr. Wilson in the attempt to refuse this
amount of money. He was beaten, plainly, on
the graduate school; Mr. Procter’s offer was re-
newed and accepted. The modern American
university cannot well go on as before when
its Faculty contains a man who has beaten the
President, and the demand among some of the
alumni for Mr. Wilson’s resignation seemed
supported by the logic of the situation. In a
sense, Dean West had pushed him out of Prince.
ton, but he fell upstairs.

The public had seen in his fight with the
“aristocracy” of the clubs, and with moneyed
men on the Board of Trustees of the university,
a dramatization of the struggle against “special
privilege,” which was then agitating the country.
Wilson was regarded as a champion of democ-
racy against the caste®system and the money
power: so, for every friend he lost in Princeton
he gained a hundred admirers outside. All over
the country people began to think that this man
could be used in a larger field.

ELEcTED GOVERNOR OF NEW JERSEY

A Governor of New Jersey was to be
elected in 1910. The Democratic Party
was certain to benefit in the Congressional
elections, and in most State elections, too,
by the Republican split and the revolt
against Cannonism and the Payne-Aldrich
tariff. People began to talk of Woodrow
Wilson as a candidate for Governor of
New Jersey, and the talk spread so widely
that when the Democratic State Convention
met on Sept. 15 he was nominated on the
first ballot.

The people the country over who had
read of and admired Wilson had not hoped
for his election as Governor of New Jer-
sey; they were thinking of him as a Presi-
dential possibility. In a sense, his entry
into State politics was a sort of minor
league *‘try-out” and seasoning which
might fit him for a national réle. Wilson
won the Governorship by 49.000 votes—a
great accomplishment in a State which had
been Republican in recent years, and an
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RerormMs Won 1N FIRsT Session

The legislative session which followed
set other precedents in co-operation be-
tween the Executive and the Legislature.
The reform group, headed by Wilson, had
an extensive legislative program. One of
the most important items was an Electoral
Reform bill, which had hard sledding in
the lower house. The Smith-Nugent ma-
chine was against Wilson, and it seemed
that his measures might be heaten.

The Governor went into a party caucus
on the Electoral Reform bill and talked
more than three hours in its favor. When
objection was made to his appearance in
this capacity, he pointed to the constitu-
tional provision authorizing the Governor
to recommend measures that might serve
the public interest—a provision which he
construed as meaning that the Governor
could recommend and give fullest support
to a specific bill. That bill went through,
although the Republicans had a majority
of three in the State Senate. So did a Cor-
rupt Practices act, an Elective Employers’
Liability act, and a bill creating a Public
Service Commission. Wherever it was
necessary the Governor took a hand him-
self and acted as what he called the lobby-
ist for the public.

From the progressive viewpoint, it was
a successful session. The next session was
not so satisfactory. The Smith-Nugent
machine was still bitterly hostile; Nugent
had publicly called the Governor “an in-
grate and a liar.” The Republicans car-
ried Essex County, where that machine was
strongest, and the New Jersey system, by
which counties vole as a unit, gave them
thereby a majority in the Legislature, al-
though the Democrats had an aggregate
popular plurality in the State. The Wilson
program of reform legislation was slowed
down and it looked as if the Governor’s
career had slowed down. too.

MENTIONED FOR THE PRESIDENCY

But the apparent triumph of James
Smith was of no more consequence than
the triumph of Andrew F. West. Wilson
had been checked in New Jersey as he had
heen beaten at Princeton, but once again
ke fell upstairs. His first year in office
had been of great publicity value, and his
check at the hands of an established ma-
chine helped rather than hurt him the

country over. That first year had demon-
strated one thing: that Wilson was not a
mere scholar in politics. He was a politi-
cian in politics, a man who knew what he
wanted and usually could get it done.

Back in the Spring of 1904, when Demo-
cratic leaders were cheerlessly looking
about them for some one to undertake the
task of trying to prevent Theodore Roose-
velt getting a second term in the White
House, Colonel George Harvey, then editor
of Harper’s Weekly, had suzgested Wilson
as the logical candidate. His was the voice
in the wilderness. and it cried unheard:
Wilson was not even mentioned at the con-
vention which nominated Parker. The head
of Princeton University was, of course,
well known, even at that time, not only as
a university executive with new ideas and
remarkable energy in putling them into
practice, but also as a facile speaker and
writer on political topics. His reputation
in this direction increased gradually but
steadily during the next few years, while
the Democratic Party went back to William
Jennings Bryan once more with the usual
outcome, and leaders of the organization
began to cast about them for new men and
new methods. Their eagerness had been
heightened in 1909, when the Payne-Ald-
rich tariff split the Republican Party and
Democratic victory at the next election be-
gan to seem more of an actual possibility.

It was known that this educator had
things to say on practical issues in Ameri-
can politics. Mr. Wilson’s term as Gover-
nor of New Jersey had shown that he not
only had ideas on practical issues in Amer-
ican politics, but could put them into ef-
fect. He was a liberal; he was called, and
he did not much devrecate the term, a rad-
ical. People. who had not even thought
Harvey’s suggestion of 1904 worth laugh-
ing at now suddenly found Mr. Wilson
seriously talked of as a candidate for the
Presidency.

CANDIDATE FOR PRESIDENT

Neither the jibe of “scholar in politics”
nor the protests of the New Jersey Demo-
cratic machine could check the growth of
Wilson sentiment. Before the end of 1911
the Wilson-for-President movement was
well under way all over the United States.
All sorts of men were attracted to the Wil-
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son banner. In New York a group of
younger men, most of whom had come
from the South, set to work for Wilson.
Among their leaders were William G. Mc-
Adoo and William F. McCombs, and they
did much work in the next year and a
half.

A more valuable accession, perhaps,
came from Texas. Edward Mandell House,
Colonel by virtue of an appointment to
the Governor’s staff and politician by in-
nate proclivities, attached himself quietly,
almost stealthily, to the Wilson boom.

Wilson was by now prominent enough
to cause his opponents to dig into his past
for derogatory material. In November,
1911, the story was published that upon
lcaving Princeton he had applied for a
Carnegie teacher’s pension, which had not
been granted. There was criticism of such
action by a man who was going into public
office, but Wilson’s friends replied that
the application had been made before he
was elected Governor, when, for all he
knew, he might be defeated and out of a
job; that he had regarded it as a routine
matter, and that the Trustees of the Pen-
sion Fund had made a special rule, long
after receipt of the application, to justify
their failure to act on it.

Then came the publication of a letter
which Mr. Wilson had written years before

to Adrian H. Joline, a member of the
Princeton Board of Trustees, expressing
the hope that “something at once digni-
fied and effective” could be done in order
“to knock Mr. Bryan into a cocked hat.”
The country was still buzzing with opin-
ions cn this episode when a more interest-
ing matter came to the public attention.

Break WiTH CoLoNEL HARVEY

Colonel Harvey withdrew from Har-
per’s Weekly the standing motto calling
for Wilson for President, and it was
learned that he had done it at Wilson’s
own request. Colonel Henry Watterson
told the story of a meeting between him-
self, Harvey and Wilson at the Manhattan
Club, when the point was raised that Har-
vey’s support was hurting Wilson among
the Progressives in the West. It was un-
derstood that J. P. Morgan & Co. con-
trolled Harper’'s Weekly, and Wilson was
being represented by political opponents
as “the candidate of the interests.” So
Wilson asked Harvey to abandon public
support of his candidacy.

his caused a great stir. According to
Harvey’s friends his speech at Savannah
on March 17, 1911, was virtually the for-
mal opening of the Wilson Presidential
candidacy. Harvey, they said, had been
singing Wilson’s praises ever since 1904,

President Wilson being notified of his nomination by the Democratic Pa as Presiden
candidate in 1916. Ollie James is shown ma.klrﬁ t‘lrle announcement at Shadow{gvn. Long Br%.ntc!ﬁ?
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President and Mrs. Wilson driving to the Capitol for the inaugura-

tion ceremony in March, 1917

only to be discarded in favor of new-
comers. ' .
Colonel Harvey poured oil on the fire
with an interview in which he said that he
had hoped that Wilson would be another
Tilden, but had found him “a schoolmas-
ter rather than a politician.” In describ-
ing the interview at the Manhattan Club,
he said that Wilson’s manner in rejecting
further support “was autocratic if not
tyrannous.” The Harvey episode seemed
likely for a time to do harm to Wilson’s
chances. Nugent, the Essex County “boss.”
now had supporters in his cry of “ingrate.”
But the damage was apparently not per-
manent, not even with Colonel Harvey,
who still allowed a cautious admiration
for Wilson to appear in his North Ameri-
can Review. The Wilson movement grew
steadily, until the Governor of New Jersey
began to appear as one of the two or three
leading candidates for the nomination.

NOMINATED FOR THE PRESIDENCY

The Democratic Convention met at Bal-
timore in the last week in June. but be-
fore it met the outcome of the 1912 cam-.
paign had already been decided. It had

been decided at Chicago,
where the “Old Guard”
ran the steam roller over
the Roosevelt delegates
and renominated Taft.
When the Democrats
gathered, Roosevelt was
already preparing for
his third party, and
Democratic keenness for
the nomination was
stimulated by the prob-
ability that nomination
this year would mean
election.

As usual in recant
Democratic conventions,
Mr. Bryan was on hand
prepared for a battle.
He denounced Morgan,
Ryan and Belmont from
the “platform and in-
duced the convention to
take a somewhat Pick-
wickian oath that it
would never nominate a
candidate - fovored - hy
_ any special interests: He
went to the platform later and virtually
threatened to bolt if anybody was nom-
inated by the decisive help -of the New
York delegation. He furnished much local
color and' provoked much feeling, but
toward the candidate whom Mr. Bryan
plainly had in mind the convention re-
mained cold.

The reaction of Bryan’s fulminations,
however, had its effect in the balloting.
It laid Judson Harmon low and eventually
began to. hurt Champ Clark, who led
through most of the balloting of that long
convention and for a time had a majority.
But the two-thirds rule was in his way and
the unit rule had been abolished at the be-
ginning of the convention, with great
profit to the Wilson forces.

Bryan did not support Wilson, but the
Wilson men, whenever they had a chance,
supported Bryan; and some of Bryan’s
supporters eventually turned toward Wil-
son when it became apparent that Clark
was not likely to get his two-thirds. The
break finally came on the forty-sixth bal-
lot, a break foretold long in advance by
the shift to Wilson of the delegates from
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Indiana; and on July 3 Woodrow Wilson
was nominated for the Presidency.

In the campaign that followed Theodore
Rocsevelt and his hand-made party held
the centre of attention, but attention does
not win elections. Wilson won more and
more favor on his speaking tours, and
when he gave up these tours after the at-
tempt on Roosevelt’s life at Milwaukee,
withdrawing from the argument until
Roosevelt was well enough to speak again,
the generous gesture perhaps appealed to
some of the electorate whom Wilson’s per-
sonality had not touched before.

The election went as was generally ex-
pected; Wilson was a minority President,
but he had a plurality of more than
2,000,000 over Roosevelt and nearly
3.000.000 over Taft, and he swept the Elec-
toral College with 435 votes to Roosevelt’s
88 and Taft's 8. The election also gave
the Democrats a heavy majority in Con-
gress, and incidentally restored Wilson's

-control over the New Jersey Legislature.

Passage of the ““Seven Sisters” laws
against corporation abuses in that State
was the last accomplishment of his admin-
istration as Governor and tribune of the
people in New Jersey. On March 4, 1913,
he was inaugurated as President.

The Cabinet which he had selected was
on the whole well adapted for its purpose,
which was the control of Congress. Mr.
Wilson had a large personal following
over the country. but not much of it had
been elected to public office. The naming
of Bryan as Secretary of State was the
obvious thing to do, for at that time Mr.
Bryan was still the strongest individual
leader in the party, and if the Bryan men
in Congress opposed Wilson measures, the
participation of the Executive in legisla-
tion would come to nothing. Mr. McAdoo’s
qualifications for Secretary of the Treas-
ury were doubted by some, but on the
whole the Cabinet was fairly well received.

Presldent Wilson taking the oath of office on his inauguration for the secon: time in March, 1917
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When Mr. Bryan started off by serving
grape juice to diplomats at State ‘dinners,
and Secretary Daniels concluded that the
first thing to do with the navy was to dry
it up, sentiment changed in some quarters.
Politics had presented a rather serious
spectacle in previous years, and the spec-
tacle of the Secretary of Stale going about
on the Chautauqua circuit with Swiss bell
ringers left a distaste among the general
masses.

WiLsoN ADDRESSES CONGRESS
On April 7, 1913, the President con-

vened Congress in special session and de-
livered to it a message on the single topic
of tariff reform. The elections of 1910
and 1912 were construed by him as a man-
date to cut down the Payne-Aldrich tariff.
Mr. Wilson formulated the principle that
“the object of the tariff duties. henceforth
laid, must be effective competition.” and
he warned Congress that tariff reduction
" was a thing that must be done gradually.
What most attracted public interest to this
message was the fact that Mr. Wilson de-
livered it personally, coming before Con-
aress and reading his message as no Pres-
ident since John Adams had done. It was
merely an incident in his conception of the
Presidency. but it was a visible incident
which made an impression on the public
and roused some protest in Congress. Back
of that symbol, however. was a new pol-
icy; the President set himself to work to
help the new tariff act. ultimately known
as the Underwood-Simmons tariff, through
Congress. It went through the House
without much difficulty, but hung in the
Senate through the Summer. There was
much lobbyving by interests which would
be affected. and the President publicly
denounced the effort of “great bhodies of
astute men to create an artificial opinion.”
The party stood together behind the bill,
however, and it became a law on Oct. 3.
Meanwhile the President had given Con-
gress more difficult wnrk to do. While
the Senate was encaged with the tariff the
President set the House to work on reform
of the currency, which had long been an
obvious necessity and had become ureent
since the panic of 1907. The Aldrich
plan had been much discussed during the
Taft Administration and furnished a basis
for the deliberations of Democratic lead-

ers, who in this field as in that of the
tariff had gone through much preliminary
work before the new Administration came
into office. Taken through the House by
Carter Glass and through the Senate by
Robert L. Owen, the law was finally signed
by the President on Dec. 23. It is re-
garded by many observers as the most im-
portant domestic accomplishment of Presi-
dent Wilson’s two Administrations, and,
although the Democrats built to a consid-
erable extent on Aldrich’s foundations,
they received the credit of having at last
carried through a currency reform.where
others had failed.

Minor accomplishments of that first
year were the Clayton act, amending the
existing anti-trust laws and exempting
farmer and labor combinations from their
operation, and the bill creating the Federal
Trade Commission, from which great
things were expected. On the whole,
it was a remarkable year’s work, and
the President was given the credit for
it He had taken part in the delib-
erations of Congressional committees;
he had stood hefore the country as the ad-
vocate of measures in the hands of Con-
gress, and before Congress as the repre-
sentative of a popular opinion, demanding
action. The Wilsonian concept of the
Presidency, after more than thirty years.
had been vindicated by the spectacle of
President Wilson actually functioning as
Prime Minister and leading the majority
party in the execution of its legislative
program. The end was, in the main, sat-
isfactory to the majority of the people,
and by the end of that session Mr. Bryan
was no longer the most influential leader
in his party. Opposition feeling, to be
sure, was bitter. Ex-Senator Murray Crane
declared that the President had “virtually
obliterated Congress”: Representative Al-
bert Johnson of Washington spoke of
“the gradual overthrow of representative
government.”

Foreien  Comprications MENACED

There were signs of trouble in foreign politics
when Wilson took office. Relations with Japan
had begun to be disturbed once more by the
land issue in California, and there was unrest
in the Philippines. In 1912 Congress had passed
a law exempting American coastwise shipping
from tolls for passage through the Panama Canal,
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PRESIDENT WILSON AND HIS WAR CABINET
The Cabinet as it was constituted after Mr. Bryan's resigmﬂon Left to right from the President

around the_ table, be
(Attorney General).

W. C. Redfield (Commgrce), Lane

aker (War) and

and England, supported by some Continental
powers, had protested against the measure as a
violation of the Hay-Pauncefote Treaty. Worst
of all was the continuing unrest in Mexico, where
Madero had driven out Diaz, Huerta had over-
thrown and killed Madero, while Villa and Car-
ranza had risen against Huerta. Meanwhile,
Americans in Mexico were being murdered and
American property destroyed. This was the most
serious international problem before the new
Administration, and President Taft had left the
matter of recognizing the Huerta Government
to the decision of the incoming President. There
was also continuing war in the Balkans, but few
persons in America, in the Spring of 1913, had
more than an academic interest in that.

The diplomatic service by which the Wilson
Administration could meet these problems had
been somewhat improved under President Taft,
but when William Jennings Bryan filled the
State Department and diplomatic service with
his friends and followers—*“deserving Democrats,”
in his own phrase—the service was measurably
weakened. Bryan did this work of destruction,
but Wilson was blamed for letting him do it.
Particularly was he blamed by the element who
had expected better treatment of the foreign
service from a man of Wilson's record. In the
higher posts, however, the President made his
own selections; and these were generally respec-
table and often competent. Left to himself, the
President’s taste ran mainly to novelists for dip-
lomatic positions; but some important posts he
could not fill at once and had to leave in charge
of Republican hold-overs, such as Myron T. Her-

nning at the further side:
Danlels (Navy). D. F. Houston
Interior), A

Lansing

McAdoo (Treasurﬁ) . W. Gregory
Agrlculture) Wilson (Labor).
urleson (Postmaster General),
(Secretary of State)

rick in Paris and Henry Lane Wilson in Mexico
City.

The Democrats had announced their intention
of ending the Taft-Knox system of “dollar dip-
lomacy.” One of the early examples of the new
method was the President’s opposition to par-
ticipation by American bankers in the six-power
loan to China. This action made him some
friends and some enemies. In the Philippines
many American employes of the Government were
displaced by natives; and when leading Democrats
began to talk of giving independence to the
islands the Republicans raised the cry of “hauling
down the flag” The California land question
strained relations with Japan, and the Secretary
of State had to make a personal appeal to the
Californians for more moderate handling of the
question.

Another issue raised sharp opposition to the
President at home, but also much support in
quarters hitherto not altogether friendly. He in-
sisted that the act giving preferential tolls to
American shipping through the Panama Canal
must be repealed to conform to the treaty pledge
of 1901 made with Great Britain. All the profes-
sional haters of England were aroused, and the
President was the object of a campaign of
vilification. Only two or three years hefore there
had been some ineffectual talk in England of
opposition to the fortification of the canal, and
this, with the agitation over the Canadian reci-
procity proposal in 1911, were used as talking
points by defenders of the law. But many Repub-
lican leaders in the Senate supported the Presi-
dent’s position, and the preferential law was
repealed.
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President Wilson taking part in the Liberty Day parade in New York in October, 1918,
an American flag, he walked the entire line of march.
T. Grayson, his medical adviser, is shown in this photograph

Cary

DiFricuities With Mexico

The early months of the Wilson Administration
resulted in improved relations with Latin America.
A speech by the President at the Southern Con-
gress in Mobile, where he declared that Amerjca
would never seek another foot of soil by annexa-
tion, left a good impression in South America.
Practical weight was lent to this policy by the
negotiation of a treaty with Colombia, which
would include a payment of $25,000,000, virtually
as an indemnity for the events leading up to
the building of the Panama Canal. As originally
drawn this treaty expressed “the sincere regret”
of the Government of the United States that
good relations between the two countries had
been disturbed. This implied eriticism of the
policy of a Republican Administration roused
Republican opposition to the new treaty, and
though the project was revived several times
during President Wilson’s two terms, the treaty
was not accepted by the Senate until the offend-
ing words were omitted. The mere discussion,
however, had a good effect on Latin-American
sentiment.

Relations with the countries south of the
Isthmus, however, were of minor importance com-
pared with those with Mexico. The demand for
intervention was growing daily with new reports
of the killing of American citizens by one or

Carryin
Next to him on the left Rear Admira

another “patriot” army or robber band fighting
over the country. The alternative to intervention
seemed to be recognition of Huerta, but the Wil-
son Administration laid down the principle that
a Government which had succeeded to power hy
violence and assassination must not be recog-
nized. The President invented the phrase “watch-
ful waiting,” to describe his Mexican policy:
and “watchful waiting” suited neither interven-
tionists nor those who wanted to recognize
Huerta. Henry Lane Wilson, Ambassador in
Mexico City, and many Consuls were out of
sympathy with the Government’s policy, and the
President resorted to the first of a long series
of confidential agents, when he sent William
Bayard Hale, who had written one of his cam-
paign biographies, to make a special study of
Mexican conditions for him. (It was this same
Hale who was greatly discredited during the war
for his expressed sympathy with Germany.)!
Despite patient endurance all through 1913,
things kept getting worse in Mexico, and criticism
of the President’s policy increased. Villa and
Carranza made progress in the north, and in
February, 1914, President Wilson lifted the em-
bargo on the shipment of arms into Mexico from
the United States. This was of immediate hene-
fit to the constitutionalists near the border, but
upholders of Huerta denounced it as the encour-
agement of brigandage. It began to look as if




MaR., 1924 THE LATE PRESIDENT'S RECORD OF ACHIEVEMENT 913

“watchful waiting” might continue indefinitely,
when a trivial incident almost lead to war. On
April 9, 1914, some American marines, who had
landed at Tampico from a launch to buy
gasoline, were arrested by Huertista officers.
They were at once released and the Mexican
Government expressed its regret, but Admiral
Mayo, commanding our naval forces, demanded
that the shore batteries salute the American flag
by way of atonement. The Huerta Government
refused unless the salute should be reciprocal,
which would have implied American recognition
of Huerta. On April 14 the President ordered
the Atlantic fleet to Mexican waters; there was
talk of a Pacific blockade to enforce compliance
with the demand, and preparations were made
throughout the country for possible war.

The country backed up the President, except
for a minority which was more interested in the
industrial disturbances then prominently before
the public. Yet there was a widespread hope
that somehow the trouble could be adjusted with
out war. Even among those who thought the
Mexican situation had reached a point where
intervention was inevitable there was a feeling
that the conflict should not be begun over a
technical point of etiquette. But the refusal of
the salute was only a last straw and in general
the nation seemed willing to trust the President.

On April 21 the President appeared before a
joint session of Congress and asked the adoption
of a resolution justifying the employment of the

. armed forces of the nation “against Victoriano

Huerta.” Congress did not know that at that
very hour American naval forces, driven to action
by the arrival at Vera- Cruz of a German ship
loaded with munitions for Huerta, had landed
sailors and marines, who were occupying the city
after some sharp fighting. But that something of
the sort might soon occur was apparent, and there
was a feeling that the President was only asking
formal approval of a fait accompli. Men who
believed that war was inevitable wondered why
a downright declaration was not asked for. The
House adopted the resolution, however, by a vote
of 337 to 37. By the time the Senate came to
consider it the news of the fighting at Vera
Cruz had reached Washington, and in the con-
viction that this meant that war was at hand
the Senate eliminated the personal reference to
Huerta and adopted the resolution. Criticism by
this time was chiefly leveled at the postponement
of a flat declaration of war.

On April 25, however, Argentina, Brazil and
Chile offered their mediation, and the President
accepted. The general feeling of relief which
greeted this action showed that the war spirit
was not very high, though a minority still re-
gretted that the opportunity had not been seized
to settle the whole matter. General Funston had
by this time been sent to Vera Cruz with several
thousand regulars, while a conference of Ameri-
can and Mexican delegates, with representatives
of the mediating powers, met at Niagara Falls
and deliberated. While the conference was en-
gaged, Villa and Carranza, now supplied with

Children strewing flowcrs in the paui of President Wilson on his arrival at Dover, England
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arms, were making progress in Northern Mexico,

and other rebels against the Huerta Government
were extending control over other parts of the
republic. Toward the end of the Summer Huerta
gave up and left the country.

At this time the President’'s Mexican policy
seemed brilliantly successful. He had removed
what seemed to be the principal obstacle to peace
in Mexico without getting into war. What was
eventually of greater importance, his refusal to
go on after the beginning of invasion, and his
prompt acceptance of South American mediation,
had gone far to restore Latin-American confidence
in North American disinterestedness. The fears
aroused by the Panama episode were in great
measure allayed, and the action of most of the
Latin-American powers in following the United
States into war in 1917 can be traced back to
the impression created by President Wilson’s
action in this instance.

Complaints against Presidential autocracy were
increasing, but most people felt that with Bryan
as Secretary of State, betraying little interest in
any foreign affairs except his own system of
arbitration treaties, the President had to conduct
his own foreign policy. Those who wanted inter-
vention in Mexico raised once more the cries
of weakness and vacillation which had been
heard in connection with the Philippines and the
canal tolls issue.

BEGINNING OF THE WORLD WaR

The outbreak of the European war in
August, 1914, seems to have surprised our
Government no less than most of those
immediately concerned. It found the Pres.
ident in the midst of domestic troubles
(Mrs. Wilson was fatally ill and died on
Aug. 6), but at the moment it seemed to
call only for the formalities of a neutral-
ity proclamation and a general tender of
good offices in case any of the warring
powers should desire mediation toward
pee:]ce. In his proclamation the President
said:

The effect of the war upon the United
States will depend upon what American cit-
izens say or do. Every man who really loves
America will act and speak in the true spirit
of neutrality. It will be casy to excite pas-
sion and difficult to allay it. ¢ * ¢ Divi-
sions among us would be fatal to our peace
of mind and might scriously stand in the
way of proper performance of our duty as
one great nation at peace, the one people
holding itself ready to play a part of im-
partinl mediation. * * s

I venture, therefore, my countrymen, to
speak a solemn word of warning to you
against that deepest, most subtle, most es-
sentizl  breach  of ‘neutrality which may
spring out of partisanship. out of passion-
ately taking sides. The United States must
be neutral in fact as well as in name in
these days that are to try men's =ouls. We
must be impartial in thought as well as in

action, must put a curb upon our sentiments
as well as upon every transaction that might
be construed as a preference of one party to
the struggle before another.

The President’s purpose was clearly in-
dicated in the suggestion that the time
might come when “the one great nation at
peace” would be called upon for media-
tion.

With the President’s action at the out-
break of the war the great mass of the
people were then and long remained in
full agreement; but there was dissent from
the language in which he had expressed
himself. The neutrality proclamation was
quoted by opponents with every event
which made the guilt of Germany in bring-
ing on the war, and with the barbarity of
Germany in waging the war, more appar-
ent to the American public.

AGAINST PREPAREDNESS

While the President was thus criticized
by those who were beginning to think that
the war was our business, there was
spreading among others the conviction
that, whether it was our business or not,
it might yet spread so far that we would
become involved in it. America was vis-
ibly unready for any war more formida-
ble than an excursion into Mexico. The
preparedness movement which began in
the Fall of 1914 was countered by organ-
ized pacifist activities, with which almost
from the first the pro-German faction al-
lied itself. The President’s activities for
peace at this time were of the purely for-
mal nature required of his office, but the
preparedness movement he treated with
disdain. He styled some of its advocates
“nervous and excitable,” and called dis-
cussion of the question “good menta] ex-
ercise.” As this agitation was beginning
there came the Congressional election of
1914.  This left the Democrats with a
safe majority in both houses, but the over-
whelming preponderance acquired through
the Republican split in 1912 had disap-
peared. The Progressive Party now vir-
tually passed into history. Nothing was
left of it but its leaders, many of whom
were considering the desirability of going
back to the Republican Party as their
followers had done.

There was now a growing prospect that
even neutrality might not keep America
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from uncomfortable entanglements with
the warring powers. This danger did not
become acute, however, until the Germans
on Feb. 4, 1915, declared British waters
a war zone and announced the first sub-
marine campaign. The American Govern-
ment answered within the week with a
warning that if American vessels were
sunk or American citizens killed in this
campaign, it would hold the German Gov-
ernment to “strict accountability.” There-
upon began a correspondence between the
two Governments, which was paralleled by
protests to the British Government against
interference with American commerce on
the high seas.

THE SINKING OF THE LUsiTaNiA

“Strict accountability.” however. had no

The Lord Mayor of Tl.ondon presenting President Wilson with the freedom of the city.

terrors for the Germans. The submarines
began to kill American citizens by ones
and twos and threes. With each new epi-
sode more Americans turned against the
Germans, and the counter-activities of the
pacifists and German agents increased.

Complaints against the failure of the
Government to do something effective to
make the Germans check the submarines
were increasing, chiefly in Republican pa-
pers, when the Lusitania was sunk on May
7 with the loss of more than 1.200 lives,
including upward of a hundred Ameri-
cans.

There was now a general feeling that
something would be done. No word came
immediately from the White House: the
President was working out his problem
alone. The country waited for him to

There

were present at the Guildhall on this occasion nearly all the leading statesmen of the British
Empire and many other important figures in British public life
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President Wilson driving with the Mayor of Manchester, England, through the streets of that city

speak, and waited in confidence. The
first word which came from his seclusicn,
however, was of a vastly different sort
from that which had been expected. Ad-
dressing a meeting of newly naturalized
citizens in Philadelphia three days after
the Lusitania was sunk, the President in-
vented another of the phrases which his
opponents have constantly recalled.

“There is such a thing,” he said, “as a
man being too proud to fight; there is
such a thing as a nation being so right
that it does not need to convince others
by force that it is right.”

The praise of Germans and Irish,
and the condemnation of the outspoken
champions of the Allies, played around
this expression for three days; but in the
nieantime the President had completed his
note on the Lusitania. On May 13 it was
dispatched 'and published. It denied the
right in international law to make such
attacks as those on the Lusitania, and
warned the German Government that the
Administration would not “omit any word

or act” necessary to defend the rights of
Americans.

The country drew a long breath and
prepared for whatever might happen.
There was violent protest from the leaders
of Irish and German racial groups, and
from the pacifists, who included by this
time most of the radicals and revolution-
aries. but the mass of the articulate part of
the population seemed ready for war, if
that must be. and at that moment there
seemed little chance of any other outcome.

The German answer was a series of eva-
sions and exculpations. The President
prepared a reply, and there was much spec-
ulation as to whether this would mean the
breaking off of diplomatic relations. Mr.
Bryan thought the note went too far, and
resigned as Secretary of State on June 8.
His going was generally hailed with relief,
and the public reaction made it clear that
in allowing the official pilot to abandon
the ship of State, Mr. &’ilson had lost
nothing. The note to Germany with which
Mr. Bryan had refused to associate him-
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self, however, was not as strong as ex-
pected.
after the outrage was somewhat abating.
- There was another German answer and a
third Lusitania note, and still no satisfac-
tion had been given. Meanwhile the num-
ber of German outrages in this country
had risen, while the shipment of munitions
to the Allies steadily increased. Propa-
ganda and sabotage had long been be-
lieved to be directed by the German and
Austrian embassies and consulates. In
August, 1915, documents were published in
New York tracing much of this back to
agents of the German Government. Al-
though Count von Bernstorff, the German
Ambassador, was not shown to be impli-
cated in any projects for criminal violence.
his embassy was clearly the centre for this
as well as for the purchase of propa-
ganda. Proof was presently offered of the
connection of Dr. Dumba, Austro-Hunga-
rian Ambassador, with violations of Amer-
ican neutrality, and he was recalled early
in September. A few months later the
German military and naval attachés were
sent after him, but Bernstorff remained.

Meanwhile more American lives had
been lost by the torpedoing of passenger
ships, and the pressure of the American
Government obtained from
Germany on Sept. 1 a promise
to torpedo no more passenger
liners without warning. This
was supplemented on Oct. 5 by
an expression of regret for the
Arabic case, the most recent of
these episodes, and a renewed
promise to permit no more oc-
currences of the sort. For a
time there were no more such
occurrences.

The long waiting since the
Lusitania affair had wearied
many Americans, and the note-
writing period created a strong
opposition party to the Pres-
ident. Against the group which
in general approved the results
obtained by the President there
were two factions which from
that time on were steadily in
opposition to him.  There
were, first, a group of many
of the influential leaders of
public opinion who could not

forget the Lusitania and felt that national
The fever of the first days"

self-respeet as well as the. " principles
raised. by the war in Europe de-
manded that Germany be regarded as an
enemy. On the other hand, the violent pro-
Germans or anti-English were infuriated
at the President for calling Germany to
account at all. Meanwhile the submarine
question refused to disappear. Off the
coast of Ireland the submarines displayed
some care in selecting their victims, but
in the Mediterranean passenger liners were
repeatedly sunk, with loss of life, includ-
ing Americans. There was another series
of notes, in which Germany tried to throw
the blame on her ally. Austria-Hungary.
In March came an incident nearer home;
the Sussex. a passenger ship plying across
the English Channel. was sunk. and once
more there was a series of notes. with the
usual German evasion and denials. But on
April 19 the President. whose patience was
exhausted. informed Congress that unless
the German Government immediately aban-
doned ‘its methods, he would break off
diplomatic relations. The threat had an
immediate effect; the Germans yielded. and
for several months thereafter the subma-
rine issue ceased to exist. Still. nothing

President Wilson and M. Poincaré, then Presfident of the
French . Republic,

driving along the Champs
Paris, in December, 191

Elysées,
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the controversy. Suspicion of the Presi-
dent’s enthusiasm for preparedness was
created by the Garrison incident, and the
bill which finally went through Congress
made little if any improvement in the
army. The great naval building program
planned at the same time had to be de-
ferred on account of subsequent events.
But the President’s tour undoubtedly
roused an interest which later was to make
itself felt. Outside of the development
of munitions factories, created to meet al-
lied demands, valuable work in the way of
preparedness was largely accomplished by
the Military Training Camps Association,
a private organization whose moving force
was General Leonard Wood. But Wood
received no thanks from the Administra-
tion; he was even reprimanded by Secre-
tary Garrison for allowing Colonel Roose-
velt to make a speech at the first Platts-
burg camp attacking the Administration
for slackness.

At the end of a vear of
domestic strife, violence, plot-
ting and diplomatic negotia-
tion, America was not much
more ready for war than on
the day after the Lusitania
affair, and the Lusitania ques-
tion was not yet disposed of.
On the other hand, Germauny
had promised that there would
be no more Lusitanias; and.
abhove all, the President had
come to realize that America
might have to fight; he had
stood out against weaklings
in Congress, and if he had not
settled the great issue, he had
held his own against Ger-
many, had exacted promises
from the German Government,
and had appeared as the de-
fender of national rights
which Congress would have
surrendered. To a fraction of
the people he was a note
writer who was “too proud to
fight”; to a smaller fraction
he was the enemy of Ger-
many; to a much larger
number he was the man who
had kept America out of
war.

President Wils

Amcrican troops in Fra d g
late President is shown spennine ta apmas Day,

A MExicaN INCIDENT

Nevertheless he had not altogether kept
the country out of war. Mexico was still
an issue. Carranza's Government had been
recognized by the United States and most
of the Latin-American powers in the Fall
of 1915, and controlled the greater part
of the country; but partisan leaders were
at large in many provinces, and Villa was
especially powerful in the north. His
progress was marked by the murder of
American citizens, singly or in groups,
and in March. 1916, his troops raided Co-
lumbus, N. M., caught the military garri-
son unawares, and killed a score of sol-
diers and civilians before they were driven
off. The Administration acted promptly.
It was evident that Carranza could do noth-
ing with Villa, so an expedition of regu-
lars under General Pershing was sent
across the border to catch him. The ex-
pedition penetrated 200 miles into Mexico,

on and General DPershing at the review of

° 1918,  The
wn speaking to Major Gen. Alexander
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and easily dispersed the bands of Villistas
which it met. But Villa himself, though
wounded and almost captured, escaped
into the mountains; and twice Pershing’s
troops came into conflict with Carranza's
soldiers, in small brushes, where the Mexi-
cans had the advantage.

Carranza, who owed everything to Wil-
son that he did not owe to Villa and Obre-
gon, was as bitter against Wilson as
against Villa, It seemed likely that all
Mexico would unite against Pershing if
his troops went further. Some Americans
thought that would be an excellent thing,
as Mexico could be conquered and cleaned
up. But the Administration, which still
hoped that the Mexicans would recover
by their own efforts, halted the expedition-
ary force where it was. There it remained
for eight months, and finally returned with
no visible result accomplished. At the
beginning of Summer the National Guard
was called out to protect the border, and
revelations of unpreparedness such as the
country had hardly suspected were made.
As an object lesson the military demonstra-
tion was valuable, but it had no other
effect. All through the Summer and Fall
of 1916 the watch on the Rio Grande re-
mained quiescent, while the Presidential
election was being fought out.

There had been a declaration in the
Democratic platform of 1912 in favor of
a constitutional amendment limiting the
President to a single term. But. though
the Senate had passed a resolution for such
an amendment in the month before Presi-
dent Wilson’s inauguration, the House
failed to concur, and nothing more was
done about it. A year or so later there
was published a letter written by Mr. Wil-
son to Representative A. Mitchell Palmer
on Feh. 21, 1913, expressing his disap-
proval of the measure on the ground that
a President ought to be kept to the mark
during his term by the realization that he
would have to come before the people for
rebuke or expression of confidence.

By 1916 there was not, and had not
been for a long time, any possible Demo-
cratic candidate but Wilson. This would
have been true even if custom and the
power of the White House had not com-
bined to compel his nomination. In 1916
his record was the party’s record. The

President-Premier was seeking a vote of
confidence from the people on thé récord
of accomplishment, and this record . in-
cluded activities in the conduct of foreign
relations and the measures passed by Con-
gress, which were as much a part of the
Wilson program as his Lusitania notes.

RexoMINATED AT ST. Louis

Wilson was renominated at St. Louis by
acclamation, and the platform gave his
record full endorsement. A significant
episode in the convention was the keynote
speech of Martin H. Glynn, a speech built
upon the theme, “He kept us out of war.”
It was received with great enthusiasm. This
convention demonstration was denotinced,
deplored or ignored, so far as it could be,
by Democratic leaders in the East, for
most of Wilson’s supporters in the large
cities were backing him as the defender of
American rights, who had compelled the
Germans to give up their submarine war
against passenger vessels.

. The issues of the election were even
more curiously than usual entangled and
confused. The Republicans had nominated
Charles E. Hughes, who during the party’s
civil war of 1912 had been locked up in
the Supreme Court and could take no
sides. Colonel Roosevelt’s Progressive
Party had met, nominated the ex-Presi-
dent and then committed suicide when
he refused the nomination, announcing
that he had discovered that Hughes’s
copivictions on foreign and domestic is-
sues were suca as he could endorse.
Though most of the Progressives followed
their leader back to the Republican Party,
a number went over to Wilson. Justice
Hughes had convictions about Democratic
maladministration, partisanship and inef-
ficiency, tariff and Mexico, but was much
less outspoken about the war. Colonel
Roosevelt went up and down the country,
denouncing the Administration for pusil-
lanimity. encouragement of hyphenation,
hostility to preparedness, weakness before
the Kaiser and similar shortcomings. In
the Eastern States many men prepared to
vote for Wilson because he had stood up
against the German submarine policy,
while in the West they were voting for him
because he had resisted those who thought
the submarine policy was a cause for war.
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statement as to what he would have dome
in the same case, did not make a very
satisfactory answer, and the President’s
action won him much labor support.

Early on election night everybody
thought Hughes had been elected, but re-
ports, then coming in from west of the
Mississippi, indicated that for the first
time the West and not the East might de-
cide the election. For three days the issue
was uncertain; Wilson had lost the East
and most of the Middle West, but he had
won Ohio and most of the trans-Mississippi
States, largely on the issue of “he kept us
out of war.” California, which elected
Hiram Johnson to the Senate by more than
300,000 plurality, gave Wilson its electoral
vote by a margin of 3,773, and on the third
morning after election it was clear that
Wilson had been elected. He had 277 elec-
toral votes to Hughes's 254, and a popular

President Wilson photographed

Belgium

with Cardinal Mercier at
the entrance to the Belgian prelate’s residence at Malines,

plurality of nearly 600,000. The Demo-
crats still held a majority of twelve in the
Senate; in the lower house they had only
212 Representatives to 213 Republicans,
with a corporal’s guard of scattering mem-
bers holding the possibly decisive votes.
But the President-Premier, leader of the
party, had received a vote of confidence. .

WiLsoN’s PREDOMINANCE IN 1916

Four years had made a considerable
change in Mr. Wilson’s position, both pri-
vate and public. The long series of notes
to Germany had kept alive criticism of him
as “schoolmaster,” but the President’s po-
litical capacity could nct be denied. Some
of the Jeffersonian innovations of his early
days had passed away. The impression of
spiritual aloofness, which at first had often
been ascribed merely to the President’s
long life as a professor, had deepened. The

President’s position was tend-
ing toward the superhuman.
He was the President-Premier
of the most powerful of neu-
tral nations; a nation whose
intervention, as was becoming
clearer each day, could decide
the war. And he was the
leader of that nation; it
would do what he told it to
and refrain from doing what
he forbade it to do. There
was no political figure in his
party capable of disputing his
ascendency or seriously af-
fecting his policies.  The
Cabinet was regarded as
weak, and some of its mem-
bers as a serious handicap to
the Administration. el‘he
President’s influential friends
were unofficial.  Chief of
these was Colonel House. He
had twice been sent to Europe
on long trips for conference
with the heads of the warring
powers, and it was on the in-
formation given by this un-
official private envoy that
much of the President’s for-
eign policy was based. This
unusual intimacy was mys-
teriously and suddenly ter-
minated during the Peace Con-
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President Wilson greeted at Boston in February, 1919, by President
Coolidge (at that time Governor of Massachusetts) on his return
to America after his first visit to Kurope. Mrs. Wilson is atandlng

between the two men

If we ourselves had been afforded some op-
portunity to apprise the belligerents of the
attitude which it would be our duty to take,
of the policies and practices against which we
would feel bound to use all our moral and eco-
nomic strength, and in certain circumstances
even our physical strength, our own contribu-
tion to the counsel which might have averted
the struggle would have been considered worth
weighing and regarding.

In the next world crisis, he added, it
must be possible to do that. The war must
be followed by the formation of an asso-
ciation of free, self-governing nations to
preserve the freedom of the seas and com-
pel intending belligerents to submit their

case to the opinion of the world. This |

commitment of the United States to the :
support of a League of Nations was widely
discussed, favorably and unfavorably. but
many of those, already favoring the allied

cause, were more in-
terested in another
phrase in that speech.

“With the causes
and the objects of the
great war,” the Presi-
dent had said, “we are
not concerned. The ob-
scure foundations from
which its stupendous
flood has burst forth
we are not interested
to search for or ex-
plore.”

Some Americans felt
that this statement in-
dicated blindness to
the issues or conviction
that America, to be
able to mediate with
effect, must still be
morally neutral. That
the President felt that
bygones must be by-
gones and that the
peace concluding the
great war must be one
of equality, material
and moral, became evi-
dent from the course
which he pursued later.

Popular interest in

the war diminished,
however, in the early
Winter of 1916-17. The
partisans of both sides
held to their views, but
the ferment of national feeling against Germany
after the sinking of the Lusitania had long
.since subsided. The early expectation of a
speedy victory in Europe, held by each side,
had vanished in the grind of a long war.
Battles and campaigns were won and lost, but
the war was still undecided.

Mr. Wilson had his mind firmly set on the
organization of a League of Nations. In the
ordinary event the war would be ended by a
peace conference of the belligerents, and after
the treaty had been signed, according to Mr.
| Wilson’s ideas, there should be a conference of
lall nations of the world to establish a League
lof Nations which should guarantee peace and
" “the freedom of the seas.”” During all 1916
the chief aim of the President’s foreign policy
nseemed to be to keep America in the position
ito play the leading part in this conference after
the peace, and, if need be, take the initiative in
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bringing the belligerents to the peace table.
This plan had to take into account the attitude
of both sides in the war. The difficulty with
the belligerents was that something was con-
stantly happening to give one or the other side
the hope of victory in a few months more.
Moreover, the section of American opinion
which favored the Allies was convinced that
they must win in the end, and talk of media-
tion was suspected as being advantageous to
Germany. In June the Germans did not want
the President to make any suggestion about
peace. Two months later they were willing to
let him mediate, though solely to get the war-
ring powers together around a green table; but
by that time Rumania was about to come in,
and her entry gave the Allies a new hope of
early victory.

In October Ambassador Gerard came home
from Berlin on leave, with reports of the in-
creasing demand in Germany for unrestricted
submarine war. By that time the President had
concluded that he could do nothing on his own
initiative before the election. A request for
mediation by any of the belligerents would have
given him an oppor-
tunity which he could
accept without offense,
but no belligerent dared
to ask for it for fear the
request would seem to
be a confession of de-

feat.
The election removed
this fear. On Nov. 9

Bethmann Hollweg made
a speech to the Reichs-
tag, expressing a gen-
eral and vague ap-
proval of the President’s
ideas on the League of
Nations. Bethmann
Hollweg and the Ger-
man Foreign  Office
wanted peace with vic-
tory, but they were wise
cnough to realize that
the impossible demands
of a section of the Ger-
man public could not be
‘realized without some
rreat change in the mil-
itary situation. They
were still holding out,
with increasing diffi-
culty, against the party
that wanted to turn
loose the submarines
and bring England to
her knees in three
months. Working with
them in Washington was

Bernstorff, who by this lett to right),

time knew America pretty well, and saw that
it was a race between the Wilson peace pro-
gram and the rising agitation in Germany for
a ruthless submarine war. )

Any idea of peace proposals through Ameri-
can mediation was made impossible by the Bel-
gian deportations, which in November, 1916,
revived here much anti-German feeling that had
slumbered for months. America was in no
mood to force upon Belgium and her allies a
peace which must be more or less favorable to
the enslavers of Belgium. On Dec. 12, how-
ever, Bethmann Hollweg, in the name of the
German Government, proposed a conference for
the negotiation of peace. He mentioned no
terms and he talked as a victor to the defeated.
The intervention of Rumania had ended in the
capture of Bucharest, and the Somme offensive
had heen stopped, though not without heavy
losses. Germany needed peace, but on the sur-
face she had the better of the war.

The allied Governments had not answered
when on Dec. 18 President Wilson proposed to
the belligerents that each side state in detail
what they regarded as conditions of a just

After the signing of the Versallles Treaty: The ‘‘Big Three” (from
David

Lloyd George, Georges Clemenceau and
President Wilson
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Nations, which would guarantee and preserve
that peace, our interest demanded that it must
be “a peace worth guaranteeing and preserv-
ing.”  And that peace, he said, must be “a
peace without victory.” Once again one phrase
made more impression than the rest of the
speech. )

There was much comment on the develop-
ment of the President’s idea of a League of
Nations. and also on the demand for democratic
principles and self-determination which he ex-
pressed strongly. But the line that people re-
membered was “peace without victory.” In the
minds of many sympathizers with the Allies the
Adniinistration’s sympathy for Germany was
proved.

Otvr ExTraNCE INTo THE WaR

But the issue of peace or war had al-
ready been decided. On Jan. 9 the German
Civil Government had been forced to yield
to the military and naval leaders and agree
to the resumption of unlimited submarine
warfare. This decision. communicated to
German diplomats a week or so later, was

President Wilson as he appeared In Scp-

tember, 1919, at the beginning of his

specchmaking tour to urge ratification of

the Versallles Treaty and participation of

the TUnited States in the League of
Nations

not to be made known to the world till
Jan. 31, aud the submarines were to begin
their work the next day.

On the 23d, according to Bernstorff, the
President had formally offered to propose
a peace conference if only the Germans
would state their terms. In a note dis-
patched on the 29th, to be delivered at the
same time as the announcement of the sub-
marine campaign, they did state their
terms for the President’s information. They
were impossible terms, and they were too
late. What the Administration had feared
had happened. The policy to which the
President had stood fast for two and a half
vears had been balked just as it seemed on
the point of success, and by the very Gov-
ernment which for months had assured
him of its sympathy and approval and had
seemed eager to cooperate with him. Sel-
dom has a policy been more completely
shattered; but this, like his previous de-
feats, Woodrow Wilson had the good for-
tune to turn into a stepping stone to higher
achievements. .

The first result of the revival of the Ger-
man submarine war was the announcement
to Congress on Feb. 3 that he had broken
diplomatic relations with Germany. The
Germans did not seize the opportunity
which the President had held out to them
in his address of Feb. 3 and revoke their
order. The submarines were set to work.
Nor did European neutrals follow the
American lead and break with Germany,
as the President may have expected. so as
to surround the faithless Government with
the moral pressure of a disapproving
world. A note from Germany to Mexico,
endeavoring to enlist Mexican and Japa-
nese aid in the case of war with America,
was intercepted by secret agents and pub-
lished semi-officially. It convinced many
who had hitherto been hard to persuade
that war was near.

American merchantmen were attacked by
submarines. The President asked Congress
for authority to arm merchant ships. The
pacifist element and those sympathetic with
Germany declared that this meant war, but
the bill passed the House. It was talked to
death in the Senate, in the closing hours of
the session, by a minority of twelve. The
President spoke the indignation of the pub-
lic against “the little group of willful
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men” who had held up the measure, and
armed the ships by Executive order.

The country was waking up, and the
leaders of the Republican Party were at
the front in the demand for recognition of
the fact that war existed. Former pacifists
and pro-Germans now stood firmly in sup-
port of the President’s policy, which moved
slowly but steadily. But he had said that
America could fight only in a cause worth
fighting for; and he had to prove. to those
who had followed his previous declara-
tions, that the cause of opposition to Ger-
many was worth fighting for. That proof
was furnished in perhaps the greatest of
Woodrow Wilson’s speeches—a speech
which for months dominated the opinion
of the world on the issues of the war.

War WitH GERMANY

On April 2 the President appeared be-
fore Congress and asked for a declaration
that the acts of the German Government
constituted war against the United States.

Neutrality was no longer possible, he de-
clared, when the free peoples of the world
were constantly menaced by autocratic
powers. We had no quarrel with the Ger-
man people; our only feeling for them was
sympathy and friendship; they had not
willed the war. But their Government, by
its breaches of faith and its constant in-
trigues, had shown itself to be the kind of
Government which could never be our
friend; it was “the natural foe of liberty.”
So America would fight for the freedom of
all peoples, the German people included;
“the world must be made safe for democ-
racy.”

This was the most famous of all his fa-
mous phrases. The logical dilemma had
been solved; the President, who according
to the pro-Allies had been indifferent as
to the issues of the war, had found a new
and transcendent issue, and on that issue
the people followed him.

The great mass of the people ac-
cepted the issue, though not all agreed

The late President Wilson’s home in “’aqhington from March 4, 1921, when his g‘?cond term

ended, until his death on Feb.

, 1924, The house is No. 2340 S Street, N.
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The late President and Mrs. Wilson in the proclessio‘?q at the funeral
1, 1921

of the Unknown Soldler on Nov.

with the President’s interpretation. This
difference appeared in the debates in Con-
gress over the declaration of war; among
others, a Republican Senator, named War-
ren G. Harding, in announcing that he
would vote for war. said that he was “not
voting for a war in the name of democ-
racy,” but for “the maintenance of just
American rights, which is the first essential
to the preservation of the soul of this Re-
public.”

But whatever the motive, both houses
passed the declaration of war by over-
whelming majorities. In the following
weeks the American people showed a
rapidity of spiritual and practical prepara-
tion for war that could not have been ex-
pected in the preceding Winter. A war
loan of unprecedented size was easily
raised. More surprising than that, a con-
scription bill went through Congress by a
considerable majority and was accepted
by the people with little protest. Still
more surprising, the American people en
tered into a systematic campaign of econ-
omy in food to save surpluses for the allied
nations. The two years since the Lusitania

were as if they had
never been; America
went into the war with-
out compunction.

Once more, and more
than ever before. the
President was the lead-
er of the people. There
was hostility to some
of his measures; Gen-
eral Pershing was ap-
pointed to command
the ex peditionary
forces to be sent to
France, and this was
not pleasing to friends
of General Wood. (A
letter published after
the death of the Presi-
dent disclosed the fact
that he did not send
General Wood abroad
because he felt that
“he would not be
amenable to any high-
er authority.”) Criti-
cism more bitter in
character followed the
refusal of the Adminis-
tration to let Colonel Roosevelt take a vol-
unteer division to France. In that the Ad-
ministration had the approval of most mil-
itary men. But opposition to the Presi-
dent’s policies was not strong in the early
months of the war; everybody realized that
winning the war was the important thing.
The President was the leader, official and
spiritual, of the nation. In the eyes of Eu-
rope, too, he had overnight assumed a new
character. To transatlantic spectators there
had been three Wilsons: the first, the
scholar in politics, who was coming out of
the cloister to purify the atmosphere of
political life; the second, from 1915 to
1917, the note-writing pacifist whose pol-
icy could most charitably be explained on
the ground of weakness; and the third, the
Wilson of 1917 and later the prophet of a
new age, the herald of the millennium.
who had at last realized that this was a
war for world freedom, and had a pro-
gram that would bring this war to an end
and prevent wars in future.

Delegations from the allied powers came
to the United States to arrange for military
and economic cooperation. The President
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was now exploring the obscure foundations
of the war. When the Pope in August sug-
gested peace negotiations, based in general
on the status quo ante bellum, the Presi-
dent’s reply made it clear that he realized
that the German Government could not be
trusted with a “peace without victory.”
‘Vleanwhile, however, American Liberals,
British Laborites, German Socialists and
Russian Bolsheviki were all proclaiming
themselves the followers of Wilson’s ideas.
“Peace without annexations or indemni-
ties” was a cry raised by Lenin in Russia
and by Erzberger and others in Germany,
and many of their followers ascribed the
idea to Wilson, although, as his speeches
of the previous Winter had shown, his op-
position was only against forcible annexa-
tions and punitive indemnities.

The year ended with the allied cause in
a rather bad way. The collapse of the Rus-
sian armies and the Bolshevist revolution
had removed the eastern front. America
was preparing, to be sure, on an enormous
scale. but preparing slowly and with many
blunders; and only a few American sol-
diers had reached the front. It was evi-
dent that the opening of 1918 would see
bloodshed more copious than any previous
vear, and the futile “peace offensive”
started in Germany in the Summer of 1917
was countered by the Allies in the Winter.

Colonel House was in Europe, talking to
the allied Governments and receiving re-
ports from unofficial persons in Switzer-
land. Austria-Hungary seemed the weak
spot in the enemy ranks, and during the
Winter the Allies made an effort to detach
her. The result was a development of the
new tvpe of peace offensive conducted by
long-range speeches, the most notable of
which was Wilson’s speech of Jan. 8, 1918,
embodying his Fourteen Points. That
speech was very similar to one made by
Lloyd George three days earlier, and was
not much unlike the allied terms laid down
in the note of January, 1917, except for the
shrinkage of some demands on account of
subsequent military reverses. In form it
was an address to the Senate; in substance
it was a peace proposal to Austria, and
through Austria to Germany.

Tue Fourteen Poinrs

In that famous utterance the President

declared that the essential bases of peace
were as follows:

1. Open covenants of peace, openly arrived at,
after which there shall be no private interna-
tional understandings of any kind, but diplo-
macy shall proceed always frankly and in the
public view;

II. Absolute freedom of navigation upon the
scas, outside territorial waters, alike in peace
and in war, except as the scas may be closed in
whole or in part by international action for the
enforcement of international covenants;

ITI. The removal so far as possible of all eco-
nomic barriers and the establishment of an
cquality of trade conditions among all the na-
tions consenting to the peace and associating
themselves for its maintenance;

I1V. Adequate guarantces given and taken that
national armaments will be reduced to the low-
est point consistent with domestic safety;

V. A free, opcn minded and absolutely impar-
tial adjustment of all colonial claims, based upon
a strict obscrvance of the principle that in de-
termining all such questions of sovereignty the
interests of the populations concerned must have
equal weight with the equitable claims of the
Government whose title is to be determined;

VI. The evacuation of all Russian territory
and such a scttlement of all questions affecting
Russia as will secure the best and freest co-
opcration of the other nations of the world in
obtaining for her an unhampered and unem-
barrasscd opportunity for the independent deter-
mination of her own political development and
national policy and assure her of a sincere wel-
come into the society of free nations under in-
stitutions of her own choosing, and more than a
welcome, assistance also of every kind that she
may need and may herself desire. The treat-
ment accorded Russia by her sister nations in
the months to come will be the acid test of
their good-will, of thelr comprehension of her
nceds as distinguished from their own interests
and of their intelligent and unselfish sympathy;

VII. Belglum, the whole world will agree, must
be evacuated and restored without any attempt
to limit the sovercignty which she enjoys in
common with all other free nations. No other
single act will serve as this will serve to restore
confidence among the nations in the laws which
they have themselves set and determined for the
government of their relations with one another.
Without this healing act the whole structure and
validity of international law is forever impaired:

VIIT. All French territory should be freed and
the invaded portions restored, and the wrong
done to France by Prussia in 1871 in the matter
of Alsace-Lorraine, which has unsettled the
peace of the world for nearly fifty yecars, should
be righted, in order that peace may once more
be made secure in the interest of all;

IX. A readjustment of the frontiers of Italy
should be effected along clearly recognizable
lines of nationality;

X. The peoples of Austria-Hungary, whose
place among the nations we wish safeguarded
and assured, should be accorded the freest op-
portunity of autonomous development;

XI1. Rumania, Serbia and Montenegro should be
accorded free and sccure access to the sea; and
the relations of the several Balkan States to
one another determined by friendly counsel along
historically established lincs of allegiance and
nationality; and international guarantces of the
political and economic independence and terri-
torial integrity of the several Balkan States
should be entered into;

XII. The Turkish portions of the present Otto-
man Fmpire should be assurced a secure sov-
ercignty, but the other nationalitics which are
now under Turkish rule should be assured an
undoubted security of life and an absolutely
unmolested opportunity of autonomous develop-
ment, and the Dardanelles should be perma-
nently opened as a free passage to the ships
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War Cabinet of “three distinguished citi-
zens of demonstrated ability,” to whom
the President should turn over virtually
the entire work of war preparation. Presi-
dent Wilson denounced Senator Chamber-
lain’s statement as “an astonishing and
absolutely unjustifiable distortion of the
truth,” and declared that it must have
been “inspired by hostility to the Adminis-
tration rather than by any real desire for
reform.” Chamberlain answered by a
speech in the Senate in which he professed
loyalty to the Commander-in-Chief. but
cited facts in support of his statement,
which, he admitted, might have been over-
emphasized. But the President announced
his firm opposition to the bills which
would have turned over so much of the
conduct of the war to others. and he won.
At the President’s request Congress passed
a bill authorizing him, when necessary to
meet the war emergency. to reorganize the
executive departments by his own decree
instead of by the authority of Congress.
This was criticized at the time as giving
too much power to the President, but gen-
eral sentiment seemed to be that so long as
the President was in command it was only
reasonable to give him the machinery he
regarded as essential to efficient adminis-
tration.

AMERICAN Troors TurN THE TIiDE

In the Spring American soldiers began
to go to France by the tens and hundreds

of thousands, and by July 4 a million were

on their way. They had to depend for
most of their artillery and practically all
their aircraft on the French and British,
hut they were getting there, and by the
end of Summer their intervention in the
conflict had turned the tide. Germany was
on the road to disaster, and her leaders
now began to think of that mediation by
President Wilson which they had rejected
eighteen months before.

The disappointments of the past Winter
were forgotten in pride over the perform-
ance of American troops at the front, and
the fact that when the need arose they had
been rushed to France in incredible num-
ber had dissipated most of the dissatis-
faction with the Administration. But on
the issue of peace negotiations the Presi-
dent had once more to face opposition.

The first move for peace was made by
Austria-Hungary on Sept. 15, in a note
suggesting a conference for “preliminary
and non-binding” discussion of war aims.
On the next day the President refused
this. with the curt remark that America’s
war aims had been so often stated that
there was no need of a conference to dis-
cuss them. The other allied powers did
not even answer it.

The President spoke in New York on
Sept. 27, declaring that the peace must be
one of impartial justice, “involving no dis-
criminetion between those to whom we
wish to be just and those to whom we do
not wish to be just.” The President said
in that speech that the League of Nations
must be a part of the peace settlement,
“in a sense the most essential par.” If
formed at that time, he said, it would be
merely the alliance of the nations united
against Germany. “It is not likely,” he
added. “that it could be formed after the
settlement. It is necessary to guarantee
the peace. and peace cannot be guaranteed
as an afterthought.” The peace had to be
guaranteed, he explained, because nobody
would trust the Germans. In that speech
the interwining of trealy and League at
Paris was clearly foretold.

A new’ German Chancellor, Max of
Baden, on Oct. 4 appealed to the President
to call a conference at once. The Germans
realized that they would have to state their
terms, and they went back to the conditions
of Wilson's Fourteen Points “and his later
pronouncements, specifically his address
of Sept. 27.” as a “basis for peace negotia-
tions.” In the subsequent exchange of mes-
sages the President acted as intermediary
between the Germans and the Allies, al-
though he kept constantly informed of the
ideas of the allied leaders. Virtually he
was the spokesman for the anti-German
coalition. In England, France and Italy
his successive notes were discussed with
reserve; at home there were expostulations
and demands for unconditional surrender
of the Hohenzollerns.

GerMANY Forcep 1o YieLp

Step by step the Germans. their armies
drawing nearer the old frontier every day,
were driven to more concessions. On Oct.
12 they promised that the Fourteen Points
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for this seems to have rested on their
leadership in the House, where Claude
Kitchin had proclaimed that his tax-
ation program was based on the prin-
ciples that “those who wanted the war
ought to pay for it,” and where the Presi-
dent had put Republicans in charge of
many war measures. There was plenty of
dissatisfaction with the Post Office De-
partment, and the effect of charges against
the War Department in the previous Win-
ter had not died out.

On Oct. 25 the President issued an ap-
peal o the people to vote for Democratic
Senators and Representatives “if you have
approved of my leadership and wish me to
continue to be your unembarrassed spokes-
man in affairs at home and abroad.” He
disclaimed any intention of drawing a dis-
tinction between the parties in patriotism.
but said that although the Republican lead-
ers had been pro-war they had been anti-
Administration. There must be no divided
leadership, he declared, at such a critical
moment; and, he added, “I am your ser-
vant and will accept your judgment with-
out cavil.” In spite of this appeal—its ef-
fect, if any, being of help to the Republi-
cans—the country went Republican. Op-
ponents of the Administration won a ma-
jority of thirty-nine in the lower house,
and a majority of two in the Senate, which
would have to ratify the President’s treaty
of peace.

A few days later the armistice was
signed. When talk of the peace conference
had begun. it was intimated in Washington
that Lloyd George and Clemenceau wanted
the President to come to the meeting. The
sentiment of the American public, so far
as could be judged from newspaper expres-
sion, was strongly against this. Neverthe-
less, the President announced that he had
decided to go. There was an unfavorable
reaction to this, and still more criticism of
"is choice of colleagues on the peace dele-
gation. There had been a loud demand for
a bipartisan delegation which should in-
~lude some leaders of the Republican
Party. One Republican was indeed ap-
pointed—Henry White, a retired diplomat
of no prominence in the party, whose selec-
tion was regarded by party leaders as per-
haps even less satisfactory than the ap-
pointment of no Republican at all. To this
delegation was added a formidable body

of a hundred or more military, technical,
economic, historical and sociological ex-
perts, with an enormous quant'ity of pre-
viously compiled information. Some of
the experts were sent ahead; most of them
sailed with the peace delegates on Dec. 4
on the former German liner George Wash-
ington, which had been in use as an army
transport. With the President went Mrs.
Wilson.

The President was leaving home after an
election in which he had issued an un-
precedented challenge and had been de-
feated. With him and his delegates went
the good wishes of the soberer element of
the country, who realized the importance
of the errand; but there was mingled with
that ridicule, condemnation and extreme
regret.

Despite the fact that his prestige at home
had been seriouslv injured by the Con-
gressional election of the preceding Fall,
the President was received with more than
royal honors by Europe. From the mo-
ment of his landing at Brest till the open-
ing of the Peace Conference six weeks later
the President enjoved a triumphal progress
through Western Europe such as no man
before him had ever known. Wherever he
stopped he was met by delegations of dig-
nitaries conferring upon him all the honors
in their power, and by throngs of the popu-
lace who welcomed him as the deliverer
from all their troubles. He was received in
Paris by the President of the French Re-
public, visited the King of England at
Buckingham Palace and the King of Italy
in the Quirinal, and called on the Pope for
a long conference: he spent Christmas at
the headquarters of the American Expe-
ditionary Forces in France, and a few days
later worshiped in the church in the
North of England where his grandfather
had formerly preached.

Ahead of him municipal councils has-
tened to decree the freedom of their cities
and prepared gold medals for presentation.
A delegation of Italian scholars presented
him with a branch of laurel in the Roman
Forum, and thousands of workmen at
Turin stood in the rain for hours to greet
his train with cries of “Viva Wilson, the
god of peace!” Royalties, ministers and
municipalities loaded him with presents,
and cities all over Europe hastily renamed
their principal streets, bridges or public
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particular measure set a body of opinion
against him. Republican leaders at home
hlamed the President for the collapse of
allied unity which became evident sdon
after the sessions of the conference had
begun. Their opposition to the League of
Nations, as President Wilson presented it,
also was growing. As early as Jan 4, two
wecks before the Conference met, Senator
Lodge had said that the peace treaty ought
to be first and the League discussion taken
up later. This was the President’s own
view in 1916, when America was a neutral
with no seat in the prospective Peace Con-
ference; but now that the war had in-
cluded most of the neutrals the difference
hetween a peace conference and a general
conference was much less.

THE FIGHT FOR THE LEAGUE

On Feb. 14 the President read the text
of the League covenant to the conference,
which adopted it. A few days later the
President started for home, and as he
reached the United States he invited the
Senatorial leaders who had expressed op-
position to meet him at a White House
dinner to talk the matter over. :

The President landed Feb. 24 at Boston,
and in a speech there declared that Amer-
ica must not fail the world which was de-
pending on her to help construct a League
which would prevent the recurrence of
such a catastrophe. Two days later came
the White House dinner, at which the Pres-
‘ident received the members of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee—a commit-
tee which, the President’s friends were be-
ginning to say, had been “packed” against
the League—and discussed the question
with them for several hours. He did not
convert the doubters. On the night of
March 3 Senator Lodge announced that
thirty-seven Republican Senators were op-
posed to the acceptance of the League cove-
nant in the form in which it stood, and
that they regarded a demand for its revi-
sion as an exercise of the Senate’s consti-
tutional right of “advice” to the President
on treaties. (Mention may here be made
of the report that a “round robin” signed
by thirty-seven Senators. enough to defeat
ratification. had already been circulated
among the peace delegates at Paris, point-

ing out objections to the covenant and in-
dicating that it could not be ratified by the
Senate. )

Twenty-four hours following the Lodge
announcement, at a meeting in New York,
which Mr. Taft also addressed, the Presi-
dent declared that the League was inex-
tricably interwoven with the treaty; that
those who opposed it must be blind to the
demands and feelings of common people
the world over, and that he did not intend
to bring the corpse of a treaty back from
Paris. On the next day he sailed back to
the Peace Conference. The League cove-
nant was somewhat modified to meet Re-
publican suggestions, especially those of
Elihu Root, and on June 28 the treaty was
signed. That night the President started
back home to take up the fight for ratifica-
tion, which it was already evident would
be long and bitter. There was a popular
demonstration of respect at his departure
from Brest, but the enthusiasm of the pre-
vious December was lacking. In the early
months of 1919 the world had lost most of
its enthusiasm for everything. Despite the
opinion of some constitutional lawyers,
Mr. Wilson had succeeded in proving that
he could still be President while out of the
country. It remained to be seen how far
he could be President when he came back
to the country.

On July 10 the President laid the treaty
before the Senate. The Senate Committee-
on Foreign Relations held long confer-
ences, examining everybody who seemed or
pretended to know anything about the
treaty; the President himself appeared be-
fore that body for a long examination on
Aug. 19. Something of a stir was caused
by the testimony of William C. Bullitt that
Secretary Lansing had said that the treaty
was thoroughly bad and that the Senate
would reject it if it understood it.

The President insisted, however, that the
masses of the people the world over were
with him, and on Sept. 3 he “went to the
country” once more, though in a different
form. He started a tour from coast to
coast, making speeches for the League and
declaring that if America rejected it she
would “break the great heart of the
world.” The President’s exertions on this
trip were so great that he broke down on
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surrendered to the Lodge reservations, but
the opinion was expressed by many of
them that a Presidential election could not
be restricted to a referendum on a single
issue, and that the question should be set-
tled at that session. The President refused
to go further than the interpretive reserva-
tions; the Republicans would not accept
them, and the Democrats would not cccept
tue Lodge reservations. On March 20 the
rejected treaty was sent back to the Presi-
dent.

Lansine Inviten 1o REsioN

There was some speculation as to whether the
President, in his call for a referendum, implied
that he meant to be a candidate again. In the
meantime one or two disturbing incidents had
occurred. On Feb. 13 the resignation of Secre-
tary Lansing was announced, and correspondence
was published in which the President began a
letter to the Secretary with the question:

“Is it true, as I have been told, that during my
illness you have freqently called the heads of the
executive departments of the Governmnt into con-
frence?”

Mr. Lansing admitted that he had done this.
People felt that he had acted rightly, that the
Government machinery had had to be carried
on somehow at a time when the opposition was
wondering if the President’s condition did not
constitute disability such as would call for the
summoning of the Vice President.

A second letter from the President referred to
differences of opinion in Paris, .and criticized
more recent acts of the Secretary (apparently
the Mexican policy) which seemed to indicate
that the State Department was carrying on a pro-
gram on its own initiative. He consequently
asked Mr. Lansing to give place to “some one
whose mind would go willingly along with mine.”
The substitute was found in Bainbridge Colby,
a recent convert from the P.ogressive Party.

The next act of the President was a sudden
reappearance in the discussion of the Adriatic
problem. England, France and ltaly had again
taken np this question during the President’s ill-
ness and had proposed a solution unfavorable
to the Yugoslavs. In February the President
addressed some rather sharp notes to the powers
which had the effect of checking their action.
In a letter to Senator Hitchcock on March 8 the
President had referred to a “militarist party
in France™ which had tried to dominate the
Peace Conference. “They were defeated then,”
the President wrote, “but they are in control
now.” This unusual reference to the policy of
a friendly power was criticized on both sides of
the Atlantic.

Tue Drirt From WiLsoN

The treaty conflict waited on the nominating
conventions of the two parties. Mr. McAdoo,
the President’s son-in-law, was a leading candi-
date on the Democratic side, and received the
support of many Federal officeholders. Renub-
licans called him the “Crown Prince,” and Sen-
ator Lodge's keynote speech at the Republican
convi.uion sputtered with denunciation of the
“dynasty,” to which he ascribed the intention to
continue the one-man Government of the United

States, But the President gave no active en- -

couragement to McAdoo, and some observers
thought he had a hope that the convention would
turn to him as its leader in the election. The
Democratic convention at San Francisco was
for the first two or three days a ratification
meeting to endorse the President’s record. Homer
Cummings’s keynote speech was a panegyric on
Wilson, and the convention went wild over it.
The platform endorsed the record of Wilson
without reservation: it had to do so, for the
party's only record was his record. But when
it came to the bhalloting Wodrow Wilson’s
name appeared on only one ballot, and then he
received but two votes from delegates who were
tired of the long deadlock and hoped they could
start a little excitement. Nobody knew whether
Wilson wanted McAdoo, but suspicion that Wil
son might want him hurt McAdoo's chances.

Governor James M. Cox was eventually nomi-
nated, in part by the efforts of a group of old-line
bosses, who had hated Wilson ever since the
Baltimore convention, in part by delegates who
hoped he was “wet,” partly by Middle Western-
ers, who liked his record, and partly by some
of the original Wilson men who had fallen out
of favor in the eight years and had turned against
McAdoo, the only one of their early faction that
had survived. But the final drift to Cox seems
to have been based mostly on the conviction of
delegates that to stand any chance of success they
would have to get as far away from Wilson as
they could. Cox was nominated on Wilson's
record, and pushed forward to “the great and
solemnn referendum.”

In the campaign the President took virtually
ao part. He conferred with Cox immediately
after the nomination, and it was announced that
they were agreed on the League issue. Cox fought
valiantly for the League, but was plainly willing
to compromise on reservations that did not de-
stroy the principles. Woodrow Wilson did not
shift his position, but remained in the back-
ground. It was thought for a time that he did
not want to embarrass Cox, but when Hamilton
Holt led a delegation of pro-League independents
to the White House in October it was found that
the President’s health had suffered such a relapse
that he could not have taken part if he had
wanted to.

> m—— 3
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The old scenes had changed. The Democratic
Party of 1920 was not the party of 1912. Bryan’s
heart was in the grave with his bone-dry plank;
Colonel House, greatest of all the Wilson men of
that year, had fallen into some disfavor and had
relapsed into a deeper silence than ever; the
others who had fought in the front ranks in 1912
were most of them out of sight, and the final
appeal to the country of the President-Premier
for the ratification of a policy to which he had
given four years of constant struggle was in the
hands of an outsider.

Onc original Wilson man, however, was promi-
nent in the campaign, and that was the earliest
of all, the rejected Colonel Harvey. For three
years his new weekly had been a virulent critic
of the Administration, and in his room at the
Blackstone Hotel in Chicago, just before an early
June dawn, holf a dozen men had gathered to
bring about the nomination of Warren G. Hard-
ing by the Republicans. :

On the night before election day it was an-
nounced from the White House that the Presi-
dent felt confident of the success of his party
on his League issue, and that he would remain
up until 11 o’clock on election night, later than
was his custom since the beginning of his illness,
to receive reports. But election day brought the
overwhelming landslide to Harding; the Presi-
dent read a few early bulletins and retired at
9 o'clock.

Two nights later a delegation of citizens of
Washington friendly to the League, some hun-
dreds in number, came to the White House to
pay the President a tribute of respect for his
long struggle for the covenant. For the first time
since the war with Germany reached America, the
gates of the White House grounds were opened
to the public. The President was rolled out on
the east portico of the White House in his wheel
chair and sat there, his lips moving in silence
as the visitors sang “America.” Then they gave
three cheers for “the first figure of the age,”
and the President lifted his hat in salute before
he was wheeled back into the White House. The
country was beginning to feel more kindly to-
ward him. Now that he was about to go back
into private life, even his enemies were beginning
to give him credit for the courage and determina-
tion with which he had sacrificed his health
and his political power in the service of his
great ideal.

Mg. WiLsoN IN RETIREMENT

Woodrow Wilson’s exit from the Presi-
dency was tragic. Shattered in health by
an illness from which he never recovered,
he accompanied the incoming President,
Warren G. Harding, in the procession from
the White House to the Capitol. Mr. Wil-

son was so fatigued that he was unable to

witness the inaugural ceremonies of his
successor and left the Capitol just before
them, limping on a cane but smiling as he
walked to his automobile. Later in the day
a crowd, composed mostly of those who
had supported Mr. Wilson in his fight for
the League of Nations, gathered in front of
his home and cheered him.

After his retirement to private life Mr. Wilson
avoided controversy, and practically every public
utterance or letter of his showed him to be
unchanged in his belief that the United States
should, and must ultimately, enter the League.
His scrupulous regard for the dignity of the high
office he had held was shown by the way in which
he refrained from criticizing his successors and he
had no criticism, personally, for either President
Harding or President Coolidge. Although his
health at times showed apparent improvement, his
illness practically barred him from any but mental
activity, although he took frequent automobile
rides and attended the theatre occasionally. His
fondness for vaudeville continued marked, and
the constant progression in the return of his pop-
ularity was shown by. the plaudits of the crowds
which gathered outside the theatre to await his
departure. In the opinion of many observers, each
month showed a turn in the tide of feeling toward
Mr. Wilson which bad been engendered by the
partisan fight upon him during and preceding the
Presidential campaign of 1920, and it was be-
lieved that this revulsion might indicate a more
friendly sentiment, if not toward the League of
Nations, at least toward some participation of the
United States in world affairs.

Soon after his retirement as President Mr. Wil
son formed a law partnership with Bainbridge
Colby, his last Secretary of State, but the condi
tion of his health never permitted active partici-
pation in the affairs of the firm.

Mr. Wilson’s first reaffirmation after leaving
office of his confidence in the vitality of the
League of Nations and his belief that the United
States would enter it ultimately came in January,
1922. “There can be no doubt of the vitality of
the League of Nations,” he told a delegation
headed by Samuel Gompers, President of the
American Federation of Labor. “It will take care
of itself. Those who don’t regard it will have to
look out for themselves. 1 have no anxiety for it.
My only anxiety is to see our great people turn
their faces in the right direction and move with
all their force.”

Such political activity as Mr. Wilson manifested
during this period was generally by letter and
was always for the League or aimed at an oppo-
nent of the League. He exerted his influence
against Senator James A. Reed of Missouri, the
principal “irreconcilable” Democratic Senator, but
this was insufficient to defeat Mr. Reed either in
the primary or general election He also con-
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demned the candidacy of Senator James K. Var-
daman of Mississippi, and referred to Senator
John K. Shields of Tennessee as one of the “least
trustworthy” of his supporters.

An interesting incident was Mr. Wilson's re-
pudiation of the “message™ purporting to come
from him which was read by Joseph P. Tumulty,
formerly his secretary, at a dinner of the National
Democratic Club in New York in January, 1922.
The circumstances at the dinner were such that
the message was construed as an attempt to start
a “boom” for James M. Cox of Ohio, who had
been the Democratic nominee for President in
1920. Mr. Wilson said he sent no such message.

Mr. Wilson’s last and perhaps most important
statement of his position on the League was
made in a speech broadcast by radio on the eve
of Armistice Day, Nov. 11, 1923. He then said:

The anniversary of Armistice Day should
stir us to great exaltation of spirit because
of the proud recollection that it was our day,
a day above those early days of that never-
to-be-forgotten November which lifted the
world to the high levels of vision and
achievement upon which the great war for
democracy and right was fought and won,
although the stimulating memories of that
happy triumph are forever marred and em-
bittered for us by the shameful fact that
when the victory was won—won, be it remem-
bered, chiefly by the indomitable sririt and
ungrudging sacrifices of our own incompa-
rable soldiers—we turned our backs upon our
associates and refused to bear any responsi-
ble part in the administration of peace, or
the firm and permanent establishment of the
results of the war—won at so terrible a cost
of life and treasure—and withdrew into a
sullen and selfish isolation, which is deeply
iznoble because manifestly cowardly and dis-
honorable.

This must always be a source of decep mor-
tification to us, and we shall inevitaby be
forced by the moral obligations of freedom
and honor to retrieve that fatal error and
assume once more the role of courage, self-
respect and helpfulness which every true
American must wish to regard as our natural
part in the affairs of the world.

That we should have thus done a great
wrong to civilization at one of the most criti-
cal turning points in the history of the world
i the more to be deplared because every
anxious year that has followed has made
the exceeding need for such service as we
might have rendered more and more pressing
as demoralizing circumstances which we
might have controlled have gone from bad to
worse. And now, as if to furnish a sort of
sinister climax, France and Italy between
them have made waste paper of the Treaty
of Versailles, and the whole field of interna-
tional relationship is in perilous confusion.

The affairs of the world can be set straight
only by the firmest and most determined ex-
hibition of the will to lead and make right
prevail. Happily, the present situation in the
world of affairs affords us the opportunity
to retrieve the past and to render to mankind
the inestimable service of proving that there
is at least one great and powerful nation
which can turn away from programs of self-
interest and devote itself to practlcing and
establishing the highest ideals of disinterested
service and the consistent standards of con-
science and of right.

The only way in which we can worthily
give proof of our appreciation of the high
significance of Armistice Day is by resolving
to put self-interest away and once more
formulate and act upon the highest ideals
and purposes of international policy. Thus,
and only thus, can we return to the true tra-
ditions of America.

His Last PusLic UTTERANCE

The last political declaration by Mr. Wilson
was contained in a message sent Jan. 7, 1924, to
the State Democratic leaders assembled at Pitts-
burgh in celebration of Jackson Day. The text
was as follows:

Please give my warmest salutations and
greetings to those who will assemble for the
Jackson Day dinner. They are to be con-
gratulated on representing the party to
which must be entrusted the redemption of
the nation from the degradation of purpose
into which it has in recent days been drawn.

An aggressive fight for the establishment
of high principles and just action will restore
the prestige of our nation as nothing else
could, and I shall be glad to take part in so
distinguished a service.

A few days before his fatal illness he wrote a
message commending the movement to aid the
poverty-stricken authors, professors and intellec-
tuals of Germany.

THe Presipent's FamiLy

A month after the outbreak of the war in 1914
the first great sorrow came into the President’s
life. On Aug. 6 Mrs. Wilson died after a linger-
ing illness.

Three daughters survive this first marriage.
The first is Miss Margaret Wilson. The second
was Miss Jessie Woodrow Wilson, who as the
“thirteenth White House ‘bride” became the wife
of Francis Bowes Sayre, at one time on the staff
of the District Attorney of New York, later as-
sistant to President Garfield of Williams College
and afterward a lecturer in the Harvard Law
School. The third daughter was Miss Eleanor
Randolph Wilson, who was married to William
Gibbs McAdoo, at that time Secretary of the
Treasury and one of the President’s closest politi-
cal advisers. The President left five grandchil-
dren, three of them having been born to the
Sayres and two to the McAdoos.

On Oct. 7, 1915, a little more than a year
after the death of the first Mrs. Wilson, his
engagement was announced to Mrs. Edith Bolling
Galt, the widow of Norman Galt, who had been a
prominent Washington jewelry merchant. Mr.
Wilson had become acquainted with her through
Miss Margaret Wilson, who, with Mrs. Galt, had
been interested in social work. The wedding took
place on the 18th of the following December, and
was marked by extreme simplicity.

When the Wilsons first came to the White
House they set many precedents, and the first of
them was that they asked that the Inaugural Ball
be discontinued. The public business was con-
ducted in the Executive offices, apart from the
White House proper, and only at the rare official
functions, the receptions to the foreign Ambassa-
dors and to the Supreme Court and the Cabinet
dinners, did the State intrude.

The family preserved its domestic simplicity
upon coming to Washington., The household fur-
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niture, including a sewing machine, which had
been brought from Princeton, was installed on
the second floor of the mansion, away from the
formal settings of State parlors on the floor be-
low. There the President and his wife and chil-
dren lived among their own personal belongings,
and it was in this seclusion that Mr. Wilson found
comfort and rest.

The universal demonstration of pro-
found emotion throughout the world when
the news of Mr. Wilson’s death was pro-

claimed and the solemn manifestations of
grief among all nations on the day of the
funeral bear convincing testimony to the
universal esteem in which he was held and
was an expression of homage to America’s
illustrious dead. It was a world-wide dem-
onstration of sorrowful respect to the mem-
ory of a man who was venerated through-
out the civilized world for his lofty ideal-
ism and disinterested service for humanicy.

PHRASES THAT WOODROW WILSON MADE FAMOUS

RESIDENT WILSON had the ability
P to an unusual degree of crystallizing

in a phrase, sometimes of not more
than a couple of words. an idea or even a
complete policy. A number of these
phrases have already passed into the
language of the English-speaking world,
o0 that it is of interest to bring the most
striking together and show the context in
which they were originally used. The fol-
lowing are the most memorable:

“PrriLess PusLicity.”—*l have made it my
business for years to observe and understand that
system [system of party bosses] and I hate it
as thoroughly as I understand it. I would pro-
pose to abolish it * * * by the election to office
of men who refuse to submit to it and bend all
their energies to break it up, and by pitiless
publicity.”—October, 1910, while Democratic
candidate for Goveriior of New Jersey.

“WatcHrrL WarTiNGg.”—*There can be no cer-
tain prospect of peace in America until General
Huerta has surrendered his usurped author-
ity in Mexico * * * We shall not, I believe, be
obliged to alter our policy of watchful waiting.
And then when the time comes, we <hall hope to
see constitutional order restored in distressed
Mexico by the concert and energy of such of her
leaders as prefer the liberty of their people to
their own ambitions.”—Message to Congress,
Dec. 3, 1913.

“Too Proup 10 FicHT.”—“There is such a
thing as a man being too proud to fight; there is
such a thing as a nation being so right that it
does not need to convince others by force that
it is right.”—Address at Philadelphia, May 10,

1915.

“LittLE Group oF WiLLFuL Men.”—“A liule
group of willful men, representing no opinion but
their own, have rendered the great Government
of the United States helpless and contemptible.
The remedy? There is but one remedy. The
only remedy is that the rules of the Senate shall
be so altered that it can act.”—State:nent when

the Armed Ship bill was talked to death in the
closing hours of the Senate session, March 4,
1917.

“Strict AccouNvABILITY.”—*If such a deplor-
able situation should arise [German U-boats sink-
ing American ships], the Imperial German Gov-
ernment can readily appreciate that the Govern-
ment of the United States would he constrained
to hold the Imperial Government of Germany to
a strict accountability for such acts of their naval
authorities, and to take any steps it might be
necessary to take to safeguard American lives and
property and to secure to American citizens the
full enjoyment of their acknowledged rights on the
high seas.”—Message to German Governme:t,
protesting unrestricted submarine warfare, Feb.

10, 1915.

“Peace WitHOUT VICTORY.”—“The statesmen
of bhoth the groups of nations, now arrayed against
one another, have said, in terms that could not
be misinterpreted, that it was no part of the
purpose they had in mind to crush their antap-
onists. They imply first of all that it must be
a peace without victory. It is not pleasant to say
this. I beg that I may be permitted to put my
own interpretation upon it and that it may be
understood that no other interpretation was in
my thought. I am seeking only to face realities
and to face them without soft concealments. Vic-
tory would mean peace forced upon the loser.
a victor’s terms imposed upon the vanquished.
It would be accepted in humiliation, under duress,
at an intolerable sacrifice, and would leave a
sting, a resentment, a bitter memory, upon which
the terms of peace would rest. not permanently,
but only as upon a quicksand. Only peace bhe-
tween equals can last.”—Message to the Senate,
Jan. 23, 1917.

“ARMED NEUTRALITV.”—“We stand firm in
armed neutrality, since in no other way can we
demonstrate what it is we insist upon and cannot
forego. We may even be drawn on by circum-
stances, not by our own purpose and desire, to
a more active assertion of our rights as we see
them and a more immediate association with the
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great struggle itself.”—Second Inaugural, March
5, 1917.

“No QuARREL WiITH THE GERMAN PEOPLE.”—
“We have no quarrel with the German people.
We have no feeling toward them but one of sym-
pathy and friendship. It was not upon their
impulse that their Government acted in entering
this war."—War message to Congress, April 2,
1917.

“Make THE WorLD SAFE For DEMocCrACY.”—
“The world must be made safe for democracy.
Its peace must be planted upon the tested foun-
dations of political liberty.”—War message to
Congress April 2, 1917.

“OpeN  CovENANTs OPENLY ARRIVED AT.”—
“Open covenants openly arrived at, after which
there shall be no private international under-
standing of any kind, but diplomacy shall proceed
always frankly and in the public view.”—Point
I. of the Fourteen Points for a basis for peace,
contained in a message to Congress, Jan. 8, 1918.

“SeELF-DETERMINATION.”—*National aspirations
must be respected; people may now be domi-
nated and governed only by their own consent.
‘Self-determination’ is not a mere phrase. It is
an imperative principle of action which statesmen
will henceforth ignore at their own peril.”—Mes-
sage to Congress, Feb. 11, 1918.

“CoNTEMPTIBLE  QUITTERS.”—*] hear some
gentlemen who are themselves incapable of altru-
istic purposes say, ‘Oh, but that is altruistic. It
is not our business to take care of the weak
nations of the world.” No, but it is our business
to prevent wars, and if we don’t take care of the
weak nations of the world there will be war.
Let them show me how they will keep out of
war by not protecting them. Let them show me
how they will prove that having gone into an
enterprise they are not absolutely contemptible
quitters if they don’t see the game through.”—
Address at luncheon of the Chamber of Com-
merce, St. Louis, Sept. 6, 1919,

“GREAT AND SoLEMN REFERENDUM.”—“Per-
sonally, I do not accept the action of the Senate
[in refusing to ratify the Treaty of Versailles] as
the decision of the nation. If there is any doubt
as to what the people of the country think on this
vital matter, the clear and single way out is to
submit it for determination at the next election
to the voters of the nation, to give the next elec-
tion the form of a°great and solemn referendum,
a referendum as to the part the United States is
to play in completing the settlements of the war
and in the prevention in the future of such out-
rages as Germany attempted to perpetrate.”—
Letter sent to Jackson Day Dinner, Washington,
Jan. 8, 1920.
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