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DR. WELLS' SEMI-CENTENNIAL.

g

Master fare to face and learn what we
should have thought of Him here. Mean-
time let us continue to respect gnd love each
other and do all the good to our fellows that
we can. '

“Will you do me the faver to tell your peo-
ple that I very deeply feel their loving kind-
ness in the action they took in relatjon to
myself qn last Lord’'s Day. And please tell
them for me that if I had not been sustained
by a most considerate, faithful people I could
not have continued as pastor of thias church
for 80 many years. Very sincerely and affec-
tionately yours, JOHN D. WELLS,
Rev. John Coleman Adams, D. D.;

BIOGRAPHICAL.

The Rev. John Dunlap Wells, p D.

John Dunlap Wells was born in Whites-
horough, Oneida County, N. Y., October 25,
1815, and received the name of his mother’s
father, the Rev. John Dunlap, then, and for
nany years, pastor of the Associate Reform-

-~

Rev. Dr. John D, Wells,

eJ Presbylerian Church of Camlridge, Wash-
ingtog County, N. Y.

At the age o! 14, John Dunlap, ji., came
with his father, Jokn Dunlap, from Delphing-
tan, Scotland, ai the beginning of the Revo-
lutiopary war. As it wos their puyrpose to
make this country their permanent home,
they both enlisted in the army and =aw hard
&nd dangerous service.

Solamon Wells, the father of John D., died
January 6, 1¥18, less than thirty years of age,
and the mother, with her three little chil-
dren, returned to hemfather’s house in Cam-
bridge. It was her privilege to minister to
them faithfully until they entered jnto rest,
her father in 1829 and her mother in 1830.

Most of the years of Mr. Wells’ bhoyhood,
up to the age of 15, was spent in the pleasant
home of his maternal grandparents. The
later of those yeare were given to earnest
study in the Washington County Academy,
then under the efficient care of the Rev. Na-
thaniel 8. Prime, D. D. From 15 to 18 he was
8 clerk in the office of the Opcida cotton fac-
tory at Yorkville, near Whitesborough, his na-
tive place. It was while there that heconfessed
Christ as his Saviour and was received into
the communion of the church, of which has
father was a member at the time of hig death.

At the age of 18 he resumed etudy in the
family and under the instruction and fatherly
care of the Rev. N. 8. Prime, D. D., the
principal of Mount Pleasant Academy at Sing
Sing. With a son of Dr. Prime he entered
Union College at Schenectady in the fall of
1835, both matriculating in the sophomore
class and both maintaining a high place as
they passed from class to class. A great sor-
row came into Mr. Wells’ life when his chum
and early friend, G. Wendell Prime, died of
typhoid fever at Hudson, N.' Y., as they were
e= thai» wav hamae In the anring vacatioa of

.

1837. This followed quickly upon an earlier
aflliction of that same year, the death of his
sister and her husband, the Rev. and Mrs.
David White, missionaries of the American
Board at Cape Palmas, Western Africa.

Late jn the fall of that year, with the ap-
proval of the faculty of Union College, he
took charge of QGreene Academy, Huntsville,
Ala., and remained there about three years,
yet receiving bis diplJoma as a graduate of
that college with the clags of ’38. Before
leaving callege he was elected a member of
the Phi Beta Kappa Literary Soclety.

Returning to the North early in 1840 he en-
tered the Theological Seminary at Princeton,
N.J., in 8eptember of that year; was licensed
ta preach the gospel by the North River Pres-
bytery in 1843 and graduated in the spring of
1844. Then, on invitation of Mr. James Lenox,
he preached in his private chapel, near New
Hamburg, Dutchess County, N. Y., until the
familiee worshiping in it returned, quite late
in the fall, to their city homes. Meanwhile
a smal] brick structure- was- erected by Mr.
Lenox's sisters at the corner of Twenty-ninth
straet and Madison avenye, New York, gnd in
December of that year Mr. Wells began to
preach there, Mr. Lenox assuming the entire
expense of the enterprise.  There was no

colony from any one of the older churches as.

a nucleus of @ new chur¢ch. The chapel was
tar in advance of "the population. Murray
Hill was the common place of squatters and
the pasture ground of goats and cows, with
here and there a hovel almost surrounded
with peng for swine. . .

All the circumstances of the church enter-
prise were disheartening and the heglth of Mr.
Wells breaking, he reliuquished the work. In
the su:nmer of 1846 he again supplied the
chapel of Mr. Lenox, and, as time permitted,
explored the village of Wappinger's Falls,
where afterward a sister of Mr. Lenox erccted
a building for a Presbyterian church, which
was organized and still exists.

In 1847 he went with Walter Low-
rie, secretary of the Presbyterian Board of
Foreign Missiong, to the Indian Territory to
visit the tribes there under the care of the
board.

On returning somewhat recruited in health
he took charge of the parish school of the
First Presbyterian Church, on Twelfth street,
New York City. While there he married Jes-
sie, the eldest daughter of David and Jessie
C. Henderson of the city.

Toward the close of the year 1849 there
were several overtures to become pastor of
churches made to Mr. Wells, and his way
was made clear at last to accept the call to
the Presbyterian Church of Williamsburgh,
now called by the name of the street, and here
he remains to this day.

He entered upon the service of the church
on the first Sabbath of 1850, but he was not
orduined and installed until the third Sab-
bath. All the distinguished men who shared
in that service, Drs. Phillips, Krebs and Ja-
cobus, have long since entered into rest.

With occasional interruptions in hie wark
by the failure of his health, after roughing it
in the hills and mountains of our country or
at the seaside and in the surf, Mr. Wells was
able to resume his labors, favored as few pas-
tors are with the love and loyalty of an ex-
ceptionally considerate people.. In 18354 he
was elected a member of the executive com-
mittee of the Board of Foreign Missions of
the Presbyterian Church in the United States
of America, and has been president of the
board since 1884. In 1858 the congregation
sent him abroad and he visited England,
Scotland, Ireland and some parts of France,
sharing actively in the work of religious awak-
e:izs then enjoysd {n fmost of those countries

— —?
and here. In 1864 he received fram his alms
mater the degree of doctor of divinity and
never learned by whose agency the honop
came to him, '

" In 1870 and 1871 great bereavement camse
to the famjly in the parsonage by the death
of the mother gnd the wife of tha pastor.

In 1875 Dr. Wells was elected a trustes of
the Theological Seminary at Princeton, N. J.,
and remains such to the present time.

In 1881 the Rev. Newell Waolsey Wells,
second son of the pastor, was elected co-
pastor with his father, after having been his
assistant for six months, an arrangement mos$
acceptable and useful to the people, and mak=
ing it possible for the father to continue in
the active minietry and pastorate. far beyond
the usual limit.

In 1888 Dr. Wells spent three months in &
visit to the Pacific coast, from Los Angeles,
in Southern California, to Seattle and Ta-
coma, in Washington, camping for a month
in a visit to Yosemite Valley and the Cala-
veras ‘grqup of the big trees, and returning
by way of Yellowstone Park. After reaching
home he gave four public lectures on his outs
ing.

In 1854, 1862 and 1864 the congregation and
pastor co-operated earnestly and heartily in
the measures that resulted in the organization
of Ajnslie Street, Throop Avenue and Ross
Street Presbyterian Churches, all of which
are favored with able and faithful pastors,
and have grown to be strong and consecrated
in the appropriate work of Christian churches.

Besidc occasional sermons in pamphlet formr
and others in the secular and rel’gious press,
the senior pastor of South Third S:reet Church
has been the author of three or four small
volumes, viz.: ““Saved by Grace; or the Last
Weck in the Life of Davis Johneon, Jr.”;
“Little Walter of Wyalusing,’” *“The Pastor
in the Sick Room,”’ being three lectures deliv=-
ercd at Princeton Theological Seminary im
March, 1892, and “Boys and Young Men im

Rev. Newcll Woolsey Wells.

Relation to Business.” The was the publi-
cation of a lecture delivered to the boys and
young men of the South Third Street con-
gregation. The author still enjoys firm health
and the people are making preparation to cele«
brate the jubilee of the pastorate, which is
not even yet at an end,

t

The Rev. Newell Woolsey Wells.

_The Rev. Newell Woolsey Wells was born in
what was then known as the Village of Will-
famsburgh, on November 29, 1851, not far
from two vears after his father hud entered
upon his work as pastor of the Presbytieriam
Church of Williamsburgh, now called the
South TRirg Strect Presdyterian Church. He
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received his tuition in childhood at the school
of the Misses Day on South Third street, and
Avery J. Smith in South Fourth street. Later
he attended that of the Rev. Dr. Benjamin
V. Dwight, corner of Broadway and Twenty-
seventh street, New York, then probably the
leading school for boys in the metropolis.
His final preparation for college was made at
Wilton, Conn., under the tutelage of Pro-
fessor Edward Olmstead. He entered Prince-
ton College in his seventeenth year, graduat-
ing with honor four years later. His class,
*72, of which he'has been president since
graduation, was the first to complete a four
vears’ course under the presidency of the
Rev. Dr. McCosh, who came to the institution
in October, 1868. Mr. Wells is strongly of

History of the East New York |

the opinion that his class fulfilled an im-
portant function in the process of evolving
an American president out of a Scotch pro-
fessor. He believes that the work of in-
struction was a mutual one, to the general
edification of both parties, though perhaps at-
tended with a minimum of comfort on the one
side and a maximum of discomfort on the
other.

Having felt himself called to the ministry
he entered Princeton Seminary in the fall
of 1872, graduating in the spring of 1875. In
the fall of that year he went to Coopers-
town, N. Y., where, having occupied the pul-
pit for several weeks, he became pastor early
in November. Here he remained for six
yvears at the expiration of which time he

.Reformed Church,

(From Brooklyn Daily Eagle, January 8, 1900.)

The East New York Reformed Church, New
Jersey avenue, near Fulton street, was filled
vesterday morning by an interesting congre-
gation to take part in the celebration of the
sixtieth anniversary of the organization of
the church. Surrounding the pulpit was a
mass of flowers and on the platform were
seated the pastor, the Rev. Dr. James M.
Dickson and the Rev. Jesse W. Brooks, a
former pastor of the church.

Three times the East New York Reformed
Church, during the past six decades, has
erected new buildings. The first one is still
in existence. It was first bought by the
Protestant Episcopalians when -that denom-
ination started a church in New Lots and is
now occupicd as a synagogue only a block
eway from its former site. '

The historical address delivered by Dr.
Dickson yesterday was an interesting one
and kept the attention of his auditors
throughout.

The long list of pastors contains the names
of men who became prominent in both edu-
cational and religious life in later years.
Names of men who were brought up in the
Reformed Church community were mention-
ed by Dr. Dickson who have made notable

records in spiritual work in both foreign
and domestic flelds.

“The East New York Reformed Church.”
said Dr. Dickson, “was organized on January
7, 1840, by the Classis of Long Island. Three
men, namely, John Williamson, Williamson
Rapelje and Jacob T. Bergen, were chosen
as elders and John S. Wortman and Henry
Bergen as Jdeacong. All were previously mem-
bers of the New Lots Reformed Church.
It is a curious thing how this church came to
be organized in Kast New York. 1ln this
vicinity of the Town of New Lots was located
a small growing litle village—East New
York. The preople were a mile distant from
the New Lots Reformed Chureh and as they
were poor, convevances to go (o church were
out of the quesiiou. Seme time previous, a
Nunday school bad cxisted among them. Ed-
ward M. Strong. who kept a small store in

which was placed the first post otice of the

Town of New Lots, and who became its first
postuiaster, was the leader of the people ia

securing religious privileges nearer home, al-
though after the church was organized he
never became a member of it.

“John Williamson, who has been designated
as the founder of this church, was a strong
temperance man, and in those days the side-
boards generally of well to do citizens were
stocked with liquors. He approved the estab-
lishing of a temperance church. The four
men who joined with him were probably men
of his own selection. John R. Pitkin was

the owner of much property in this vicinity ;

and when he was advised of the movement
he thought it would be a great benefit to
business to have a house of worship in the
vieinity and donated three lots on which the
first church was built aud which is the site
of the present church.

“The New Lots Church, which was organ-
ized in 1824, never had its own separate pas-
tor. The Flatlands Reformed Church was as-
sociated with it under onc pastoral care. All
these years of the spiritual wants of each of
these churches were administered every other
Sunday. They soon found a pastor in the
person of the Rev. W. H. Campbell, who had
served for several years as bprincipal of
Erasmus Hall, in Flatbush. He was called
and remained pastor less than a year and a
half, accepting a call to Albany. His life wori
atterward was along educational lines. The
erection of a building had becn underway be-
fore the ¢all waz extended to Dir. Campbell
and the building was compieted and dedicated
on March i, 1840,

“During Dr. Campbell’s ministry a bell wvas
secured and an adjoining lot was purchased.
One hundred feei of horse sheds were con-
structed, the comforts of the beast heing con-
sidered at ihat time by righteous men. Mr.
Campbell was succeeded by Martin V. Schoon-
maker, a student at the time in the New
Pruaswick Seminary. He lahored success-
fully as pastor until 18, when he accepted a
call to Waldron, Orange County, N. Y,
where he remained pastor for thirty-nine
years, resigning only as the infirmitics of age
came upon him. ile was 2 man of great
spirituality and the church graduaily grew
under his ministry,, althouzh the population
was still limited.

“He was succeeded on September 25, 1850,
by the Rev. Jeseph Paschal Strong. one of the
four scns of the Rev. Dr. Stroug of the Wiat-
bush Reformed Chureh, all of whom became
ministers. He was a brilltant young man and
wasg very successful in his work. For lim a
parsonage was built in the second year of
his minist>y here.  In his fourth year the

was called to assist his father in the church
where he is now at work. He entered upon
the co-pastorate in April, 1882. Since that
time he has engaged in considerable literary
work, having been for many years a regular
contributor to the Presbyterian of Philadel-
phia and the Illustrated Christian Weekly of
New York. He has also contributed numer-
ous articles to the Atlantic Monthly, the New
Englander, the Presbyterian and Reformed
Review, and the Homiletic Review, of which
latter publication he was editor from 1891
to 1845, when increasing pastoral responsibili-
ties led him to resign the office. After fill-
ing the office of permanent clerk of the Pres-
bytery of Brooklyn for some time, Mr. Wells
became its stated clerk in 1885, which office
he has held ever since.

by Its Pastor

church building was disposed of and removed
from the site and a new building was under
the process of erection, when Dr. Strong re-
ceived a call to the Third Reformed Church
of Jersey City, which he accepted. His leaving
the church at the time was very unfortunate,
80 far as the church itself was concerned. An
unfinished church on their hands, a popula-
tion gradually growing, a debt for church
building demanded the continuation with
them of this popular mdn. Had he remained
the success that attended his rather at Flat-
bush might largely have been his. Nor did it
seem much of a gain to him, for he remained
in Jersey City only two years. His life, how-
ever, was a successful one, ministering to
several different churches. He was called
away suddenly, being stricken with paralysis
while preaching the gospel.

“Anson F. Munn. also just from the semi-
nary. succeeded him in 1856. Dr. Munn did
much goeod in his quiet, characteristic way.
His following ministry was at Coxsackie
Landing. He died June 26, 1877, a good
preacher, a tender, watchful and judicious
pastor. These four pastors have all passed
away. Dr. Dickson passed lightly over the re-
wainder of the church’s pastors, naming them
cach and stating in what manner they are
now engaged.

tHie concluded by saving that if the stir-
ring and worthy labors of the first pastors
during the building period and of those dur-
ing the last decade of the century were ever
written, it would surpass any other, in gen-
eral activity. During this time the church has
heen enlareed and remodeled at the cost of
nearly $1%.000, which has all been paid off.
““Men of this church.” he sald, ““have been
larzely instrumental in making the Twenty-
sixth Ward Young Men's Christian Associa-
tlon a grand success. These men are Ditmas
Jewell, Williameon Ranelje and Earl Gilles-
pie, and (hev have given to the association
nearly $20,000. As a mark of gratitude these
men have had their pictures hung in the
parlors of the Young Men’s Christian Asso-
ciation building. At yesterdav’s evening ser-
vice the Rev., Daniel Rapelje, whose whole
ministerial life has been spent in the Amoy
Mission, in China, delivered an address on
“8ixty Years' Progress in Foreign Missions
in the Reformed Chureh.”’

To-morraw evening there will be a rally of
the members and friends of the church. Ad-
Avesses will be delivered by the Rev. Dr. J.
Howard Suvdam of Rhinebeck, N. Y., the Rev.
Dr. Daniel Van IPelt, a former pastor and
several oiners.
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