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MEMOIR OF WILLIAM PYNCHON.
[By CuarLEs Strarns, of Springficld, Mass.]

The name of William Pynchon, the father of Springfield, is familiar to
all who are in the least acquainted with the early history of New England.
.He was of the County of Essex, England, and was born about the year
.1690.* He was a man of wealth, talents, and enterprise. His name ap-
-pears in the Charter of 1628, as one of the Assistants, and he was again
.chosen while in England, in 1629. He came over in company with Gov-
,ernor Winthrop, in 1630, and was treasurer of the Colony; and always a
-magistrate, until his removal from Roxbury, of which town he was one of
.the principal founders.

He was the leader of the band who boldly struck off to the valley of
the Connecticut, in 1636, one hundred miles distant from civilized man,
.and founded the town of Springfield. There are strong reasons to believe,
.that Mr. Pynchon, with his son-in-law Henry Smith, and Jehu Burr, and
others of Roxbury, visited the valley of the Connecticut in the year 1634,
.and selected a place for their future settlement. During this year, appli-
cation was made to the General Court, by sundry inhabitants of Newtown,
.(Cambridge,) Dorchester, Watertown, and Roxbury to remove to the Con-
necticut valley, which, at the time, was unsuccessful. The next year
.permission was given by the Court for removal, but with the condition
.that they should not remove from under the jurisdiction of Massachusetts.
The Dorchester pcople scttled at Windsor, the Watertown people at
Wethersfield, the Newtown people at Hartford, and the Roxbury people
at Agawam, soon after called Springfield.

Immediately afier permission was given to remove, two men, John
Cabel and John Woodcock, were sent forward to build a house, which was
done at the common charge of the colonists. Their journey through the
trackless wilderness occupied five days. This house was built on the
west side of the Connccticut river, on a tract that has been from time im-
memorial called the « Agawam meadows,” and the particular locality

* [nscription on thc pommt of William Pynchon, in the possession of the Essex
Institute, at Salem, from which the engraving which accompanies this article has been
copied : i Guil. l'vmhon army. Effigies | Delin. Anno Dom. 1657 | act. 67 "

On the reverse side :—* Hon. William Pynchon first settler of Springfield (Mass)
and one of the original Patentees of the Royal charter under King James 1st.”

It is from the above I learn the year of his birth. C.s.
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measure be supported by what he reccives from them, so that they must
very soon break up; and, for as much, as he apprehends, that in such
Case, the Right in the Building & Land is vested in the Petitioner, as
Pastor, & there is now a substantial Person offers to purchase the same,
but is some what doubtful about the Title, Therefore, (praying that this
Court would confirm the Petitioners Right to making a Conveyance of the
Premises.

In Council, Nov. 16, 1748. Read & Ordered, that Petitioner forthwith
serve Mr. Stephen Beautineau, Mr. Arnold, Brown, Messrs. Zachariah &
Andrew Johonnot, & Mr [James] Paquinet, with a Copy of this Petition,
that so they may shew cause, if any they have, on Friday next, why the
Prayer thereof should not be granted.

Sent down for Concurrence, - J. WiLLARD, Secry.
In the House of Rep™ Nov 17 1748.
Read and Concur?. T. Hurcuinson, Clerk.

There is nothing on the Records of the General Court to show thata
reply was made by Elder Boutineau & his associates, or, that any action
was taken in the premises. An answer was given, however, and a spirited
one, too. It may be found in the Massachusetts Archives, Book 12, p.
527, and is as follows : —

Prov®. of the Mass. Bay. To His Excellency William Shirley Esq
Govern® &c. The Hon®™ Council & House of Rep™. in Gen'. Court
assembled.

The Answer of us, the Subscribers to the Petition of Andrew Le Mer-
cier, of Boston, to Your Excellency & Honours.

We think it a Presumption of Kis & an Imposition on your Excy &
Hon™ to bring such weak Reasons in order to drive us off from our
Church.

He says he had but £100 p* Annum when he first settled, & we have
promised him no more, altho’ we do give him considerable more, & may
appear by his Receipts sufficient to maintain his Family in a handsome
manner & purchase a considerable Estate, As he was in exceeding low
Circumstances when he came to settle with us.

As for Depreciating of the Money, which he mentions, some have.
Rais'd from 40 to £10, & And". Faneuil Esq. & James Bowdoin Esq.,
have left him, one, £170 p'. y". the other, 20£ p* y*. Johonnot & Sig-
ourney have left £100, by Will.

We have given him, from time to time, abt. £100, of the poors Money,
but if he had so much reason to Complain, as he has, according to his
Bargain, & agreeable to our Discipline & Church Platform, all his Rem-
edy is, if he Complains, and is not Relieved, he shall have Liberty to go
back for England, we payiong his passage, or provide himself some where
else. When he came to Us, there was a List of £100., subscribed, each
of them, for himself, severally. We are not answerable for the Death of
any of our People ; he has driven all our Young People to Other Churches,
notwithstanding we wish him well, & design, if we sell our Church, to
Give him out of it about £1650, old tenor; but for him to Sell our Church,
that we with our own Money have Built and Purchased, and so to turn us
out of our Church, will be a President never before heard of, and if

“allowed of, Will be of a dangerous Consequence.

We therefore Pray your i}exc’ & Hon™. to consider our Case, & as Mr

Le Mercier has no Reason to Complain of us, or any Right to the Disposal
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