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FUNERAL SI'RMON.

ST. Jouw, xii. 26,

J ony man forve me, let bim follow mey and
where I am, there fball alfo my fervant be
_IF ANY MAN SERVE MG, HIM WILL MY,
 FATHER MONOUR.

~§ H IS mourning defk, and the melans
T choly gloom fo vifible in the countes
nance of this affembly, preclaim too well the
awfuli fact, THAT A GREAT MAN IS FALLEM
ni dsgazt, O how brittle i3 the thread of
hahan lite! how evanefcent all {ublunary
joysd The natural vigour and the florid ar’
pect of your deceated paftor feemed to pre-
mife that fo burning and fhining a light would
pot foou be extinguithed : but alas! thep
promiled in vain.  He is gone! he quickly
difappeared and lefc this earthly ftage ;---hig
divine Mafter called him fuddenly into the
vrorld of pui's, and he obeyed the fummons

with chezarfulinefs and refignation, |
‘ _'\ Al ‘ And'
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"Ahd we may venture to affert, that h,ls,ls
gerierifly the cafe-of Chrift’s faithful feromme,
They are humbly refigned to the divine dif=
pofals. They bave clioten the fupreme Lord

r their mafter, and theretore cannct- gon-

detdny' of hig tommarnds aseither yrievous
or unJLai’c Hence they are willing to take
their xrial flight whenever he ifues the irre-
verfible decnec. They are w.lling to dejare
and be wich Chrift, which'is far Ttter than
Yiving i this ho'vvimg\\\.z.tdcx dels, - Ney, they
ftand prepared, waing for the call;---they
Pwmd. awith their Joins. give, and’ theiy glts
burning ; and though heit Losd -may-long
delay his coming, yet they are confident, that
accbrding : td hns,@mmous promile, e will
come. m «dbe timeé; andrcceive them to him-
fclf,’ithao:wbnie’ber 0s, there bis [ervamts may
e alfo.. Xheawillaibshe cloude of difgrace
and. conempt, i » hich ¢ldcured d.em sin the
prefent ftaie, be furever dnpcl ¢dyiand they
fhall meet witd -2 moit glorious 1ecompence
for all tlieir dabouis -andifufterings: “Lhey
fhall fit down - with 'Ghisft in his kingdom,
and God ldmfulf, . the cverlatting ‘God,  will
dc’/ngt to bonbur them. i J'hus faith .our Sae
vigur in the téxe, If any man: ferve. mey. bim
will my: Father banoar. |

" But who are the faithful fervants ofChr:ﬁ
and by what charadters are they beft diftin-

guifhed
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auifhed and known P---Thls 1S 2 moft ferious
and important enquiry, which naturaily arifes.
from the text, and which I (hall endeavour,
by divine afliftance to refolve, before I pro-
ceed to confider the hanours that arg qr fhall
be conferred upon then. < '

- Ler us enquire then, sho are the fanhful
fcwams of Chult?.: Are. they to be. found;
only in heaven, umonglt adoring anm;ls, thofe
pure and exalied nu.lhaencws whq wait.cong,
tnpually in Ehuumg xanks before the throne,
of Goul, and de kis conmandments;, 3 hear kening,
unto the vaice of bis word;? Thefe;i dqcc} a,rc‘
his fervants --they are the upper 4 c;rx;:mt.s ofy
his houfe- - miniflers of ‘finte o the kipg
glox«y, whom he yfuilly dtlpa.t(,lws 1poa. thc,
more ‘ngcu, ting affairs of his lxungdmi) But,
we trult the Lo d . Jelus ath many. fervants;
allo upon earth, thoug\ of a ‘meancr form.
tl 1an ang\ L7~— mv NLS W z}.) ﬂ)t:\\ :3.1 popd fH
delity in his bufinets...- The, m)xmfic;a, of. t}xc
gofpel are called in fc nptmt the icrv‘}n;‘s
Chnft, and the Apostle Faul feems 5o ?xy'
in. the nanie, as we find it jn the inroduction
ta fcveral of . 111 _up.x,hcs, Paul” o f’rwm‘;
jefus Chrif. Bui L fhalk: confider, the word.

atprelest in.a greawr laticnde, -as_compre:,
hqqd}pg, all thole why tollow Chrift in.ithe
dutics of an :vangcllcqlpbndteneg, Who;makc

hig. will the sule; of their, alkions, and his
R A 3 glory
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glory their principal end---who pay a chear-
ful obedience to his commands, and meekly
fubmit to all his difpefals.  Thefe wherever
they are found are the fervants of Chrift.
They obey and follow bim. Thie evidently
refuppofes not only an inward conviction of
hrift's univerfal power and dominion, and
his ablolute right and title to them, but 2
voluntary perﬁmal dedication of themfelves
to his fervice. Hereby they renounce all
Other lords which have ever ufurped domi-
nion over them--all lufts and corruptione,
and every intereft that is incompatible with
the glory of God; and join themfelves unio
the Lord in an everlafting covenant ncver to be
broken: 'They avouch the Lord to be their
God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his
ftatures and judgments, and to hearken un-
0 his voice. They bind themielves unto
him, foul and body, without the leaft re-
ferve, and acquicfce in him as their only
portion.

The folemnity of fuch an important tran-
Jattion betwixt the glorious majefty of heaven
and the guilty fons of men, muft needs be
great and awfully affefting. How will the
poor trembling !{nncr addrefs him{felf to this
work? [dow will he dare to approach the
moft high God, whom he hath repeatedly
offcnded, -whofe avthority he hath _infu‘ltecg

an
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and whofe vengeance he hath often- proi
voked by the moft aggravated crimes? How

will he preiume to afk forgivennels ? Surel
a confcioufnels of guilt 1s cnough to aba&
and confound him, and caufe him to come
as a le!t-condemned criminal before a righte-
ous and omnipotent judge, 'Tis true, he is
encouragcd by the amazing difcoveries of di-
vine grace and love tha: arc made unto the
world by Chrift Jefus, to look unto God
with hopes of reconciliation and acceptances
yet tho' he heariily confents to the method
of redemption as exhibited in the gofpel,
and chufes and embraces Chrift as his only
Saviour, he cannot help being exceedingly
confounded with a fenfe of his paft ungraie-
ful condué, and approaches his Maker with
the felf abufing confeffion of the prodigal,
latber ! I bave finned againft heavern and bes
fore thee, and am not worthy to be called thy
Jons make me as one of thy hired fervants.
With unfeigned humility he pleads for par-
don and acceptance in the BELOVED, and fur-
renders himielf up unto God to be governed
and difpofed of by him at pleature, trufting

his eternal interefts in his hands, -
In confequence of this affetionate and vpi-
refcrved dedication of himielt to God through
a med ator, the Chriftian confider himfelt no
bonger as his own matler, but belonginy;
- Ay propesly
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Froperlyto Chrift, and under the moft jo.
p;nﬁlg_lq objigations 1o obey.and lollpw hnm.
garp lovre,. L}L;wgc“wty“ﬂ, and, ms ewa
govenapt gngagemients, condtrain, hxm to the
grqa;eﬁ,,(hhg.uu. and uxﬂnulx.c;s 1 his m;‘,f
oA cchc &gl;gmn, once dc,px.cd and
J;cg}’c( :d, 15 now. Lis derous balinels ; and
he . exerts ,all i;ls tilf,utq, be thcy many ot
fcw, for thc honoux of God  Is he poﬁ~ fied
pf l:a.mu}s;, of rare intefie:dual .uc.omphﬂl-
aents ? He ules \hcm, not that he mugihic
fganl\lé fux a momgent 1n the pubilc oye, and
aip, the acmptv breath of human appl.mk,
ut to advance his Creator’s ;Jlux», and i thie
ml mtcrcﬁs of mankind., IHath ph)\’ldt'l(.(,
Amiled wpon his mdu‘lrv, and given him an
abundancc of earthly ricues ¢ e ulcs thcm,
ot for  the bale putpuius of luxur), pndt,
“and lclt- mdui genee, bue he honours the Lord
rvltll his fubitance, and raketh the poar to
rqoxcc, in the effects of. Ity hberatity. Or s
hc cloathed with power? He U{uuﬁ th i,
ot for the oppreflion and deftruciion of bis
tfcllow crcatuus, butfoz protetiiag the inno-
J;ent, .extrpating vice and \mlwdncfs, and
"promoting both the civil profperity. ahd ever-
lafting felicity of van,  He is a terrer to evil-
doet's, and the praife of them that. do well. In
dhort, whataver s, ftation and circumftances
QJC, he forgets th‘. that he is.a fLr\'éxlt gf
h

. . ) '
ilv‘ ----- "t
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Chuift, bui refigns, himfelf .0, willimg fubpegy
of the dmnc law,,md dc;lwhts.m that, unie
for e aad 1ined obe dignsc. \vmc,h It requires,
ihe obedience Much Chittls irvants ren~
dess i, s nota felily- resended, hypocrx-
tical fervice, but & &u.a,uc,.uuwty and willing
cbedivnae. lnt., e an habiual ﬁ.xcdm—
tencon o ferve i, ani io walk before bm
st all pleafing. Lhis “tuppoles that theip
fouls are imr vetied with a continual lively
fente of his adorable perrection, - his abfplute
P‘ opitety in uum, augd Lhc unahenablc claim
he hath to ali the fervice and obedience. thq.{
are capable of renderig. Conlcqqcmly
muff be not merely a wdi . tranfient. refolue
tion, buc the ulu)cxa ;urpofc of ther
hearts,. that they .will be for.God. and not fop
another, and will makesic their conftant ems
deavour 10 ferve and,abey him.  This, habxa-
tual intention of clotitying God dlffufah ite
delt” through their- whole bcnavmur, fo as 1@
reftrain them from thoii. vices and. cnmmal
cxceﬂus which arc. fu contrary to hlS holy
maturc and rig Hlces Lm, and 1o bc a poweps
ful ineentive to thole action: v.hich fhall befk
fhew forth bis divine cxccllencies...his, §
fay, runs through the whole of tkclr CORVEra
fation and deporiment, and « p ages, chcm L0
deny all wngodlisefs aud worlll ' lufis, and, g
live fo&cr{,, righieosfy and gc: w‘y in yhis pr efmf
Worldg

[ B N
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World. Nor “ste they partial and irregular,
dut conftant and vniform in their obedience;
Y hey are not precife and {trict in lictle matters,
whle lax and defeftive in greaier, atter the
mmanner of the Pharifees, who were extremely
fcrupulous in observing little mvolous cere-
monies, whift they neglefted the weignty
‘macters in the law, judgment, mercy and faith,
but they have refpect unto all the diving
‘tommands.

" In a word, the faithful fervants of Chritt
are folicitous to finith the worlc which he
Thath affigned them, that they may fay with
$t. Paul, when the time of his departure was
ut hand, I bave fought a good fizbt, I bave
Sorifbed my courfe, 1 bave kep: the feith.
Hence whatever their hands fiud to do, they
do it with all their might, They wo.k while
it is day, knowing that the night come:h
when no man can work. They aredligents
%n atrending on divine ordinances, in reading
&and hearing the word, in prayer and medi-
zatton, and in all thofe devout exercifes which
‘have a tendency to promote their {piritual
Improvement and growth in holinefs.  They
Illt'o follow the things that are true, juft and
venerable, pure, lovely and of guod reporr,
‘endeavouring to imitate Chrift in all his am:-
Yble moral excell=ncies. And fuch is their
zeal for his honour and glory, that thewr
oo piovs
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pious fouls are prieved when they hear b
Jithy converfation ¢f the twicked, and behold
tbe unlawful deeds, by which they affront the
tremendcus majelty of heaven, and bring
zggravated ruin upon their own guilty heads..
- From hence however you are not to cone
ceive that the fervants of Chrift are charge-
sble with no [ins, na deviations from the
line of duty. filas! painful experience fhews,
the contra:y. They have daily caufe to la-
tnent thelr defeéls, and to take fhame and
¢onfufion to themfelves. O how many are
there epen as well fecret faults for which they
cenfure and condemn themfelves ! Iow fre-
quently are they off their guard, and fuffer a
Leld wemptation to prevail over them ! How
any are their intervals of coldnefs, langour
end indifference, when it may be faid that
the fpirit is willing, but the fuofb is weak ! [How
apt are they cven in religious duties to finls -
into a fpiritlels tormality, deftituze of life
and power! Of thefe things they are fully
fenfible, and therefore prefume not to chale
Jenge the glorious rewards of Chriftianity as
juftly due to their imperfet and interrupted
fervices. No; they deem themfelves unpro.
fecble fervants, and acknowledge that they
merit nothing at the hands of God by all
their works of picty and love.  So that they
look rot to their own endeavours, but to the
S mercy
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waroy-of the Lord jafus Chiift unto eteraal
life, . Yer though they- are guilty.of.vpany
errors, and defective in gheir highe(t. ngt,am{
ents in religion, the peneral bu\t of ther
Puls 1s ftull towards God 3 and 1t 18 thur
earneft defire to be dc)wc;ui from;:all thelr
cmrupt,zom, and filled with the frusts of righte~
eifvels, aubich are by }'a/us Chrifky . zm;o tba
gloryand praije of God.. ' o
Lhe preceding gblcrvatmns prop(r.g at-
oendcd to, will force uPnn ouir minds the
dx,(ayec:aok convigtion, that the faichful fer
VRIS iof Chrilt are but few. The greater
part of mankind, if we may judge from thig
avowed - temper and practicg, ,are engaged,.j i
the fervice af Satan, Lhc,woxlc or their owg
Jufis. - Can they be the fervants of Cluwifky
who allow tx.aﬂel» es habjtuaily .in the coms
miffion of thofe things which he hathy ex-
pre(sly prohibited, who prophare hig J'xply
day mﬁead of fané‘txt) ing 1t, who calt con.
tempt upon his word and ordinagiges, and
blafheme that facred and trcmcndousnamc,
at whm.h the glorious hofts of heaven pyofs
trate thcm‘clvcs with the dceput reverepce 2
Can’ they be the fervants bf Chrifl, who aljow
themiclves in the bicach of juftice, charity
and mercy . towards their neighbougs,. who
mww thein in their pgrions by. adts,of - yxo~
Ieacc, -OF; dcuaud and _over-rcach, themy. o
. bablxg
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back-bite and calummate them, f )fhadm
evil reports to their prejudice ? Cdn thiey b
the fervants of Chrift, who ndul e thoie ¢dvs
rial Jufts which they are commandf*d to, i
tify, and which are fo contrary to that puhtg
and dccency 'W!udl becomes the “dileip!
of an holy jcum \' ho watk in notmg
drunkenrefs, and feem to have nmlﬁn &
view but the grotiicasion of their bz‘ufal‘i 2
pcntesP Can they be'the fervants of Chrli}
whofe life is hutle elie than a continual roud
of diveriions arnd amufements, as if this w:
the principal thing for which they were ci&s
aed aid: lent into tle ‘world ? Finally,, Cé.ﬁ
chiey be the fervants ot Chrift, who m, thé’i’f‘
peneral courfe make the 1(1vancement che
wWorldly' interelts their prmc"‘al mb [\
t6 w1~1*h they dire@ all their views; iﬁ'&
they «pm&toa}ly refer before all thc S
of religion 2--- b\ no means; thofe a}'é‘ ot
thefervants of ChM they acknowlec;ge and.
ié?vé fome other ‘mufter ORI Bk

vsAlas U chat men; chdt m‘tel c&val Eréat\ﬂ@
fhould thus dunadu their narres, ahd Pers
vert the nfe of thcn rartonal” facuitied | “why
aré we furnihed \\fvh cayacities {0 exrehﬁé
fo valtiy tuperinere e l:vxulcs if we lrve”ﬁ&?
@ proportional; w“nvlm ends than thgy
Why are we uplicld i ‘being, and dl
Gtowned wich thc mantfold blcﬂmgs of God

A bouniiful
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bountiful providence, 1f we ute in them not
3n fubordination to his glory? Nay, why
have we been redeemed trom the ruins of
our original apoftacy by the infinitely precious
blood of Chrift, if we glorify him not in our
bodies and fpirits, which are his? It was
ecrtainly one main end for which the Lord
of glory expired on a crofs, that be might re-
deem us from all iniquity, ond pur:fy unto bime
JeIf & pecvliar people, zealous of good works,
And that mankind in general nught be in.
duced and enabled to ferve him, he not only
fends down his holy fpiric to fan&ify and afe
fit them 1 the performance of duty, bug
fets before them the mott alluring promifes,
and the moft glorious hopes, the hopes of
being for ever happy in s gracious favour
and blifsful prefeace.  Where [ am there hall
&0 my fervant be @ if any man ferve me, bim
svill my Father bonour,

This leads me to confider the honours that
are or fhall be conferred on Chrilt’s fervants.
Now it is obvious to conceive, that thefc
fonours do not confift ot any temporal dige
pities . or preferments.  The rewards of
Chriftianity are of a more pure, fublime and
fpiritual nature, fuch as this world cannog
g\vc nor take away, It is an honour from

od, and not from men, thatis here fpoken
of. It is true, the fervants of Chrift are

| [omc-;
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fometimes honoured and efteemed among®
men. Some few of them do meet with unie
viral refpeét whiltt they live, and their’
names are like precicus ointment after they
arc dead, There is fuch a uanicencent
beauty in holinefs as will fometimes come
mand veneration even from its fees.  But i
muft be contefled, that reproach and ignoe
miny are too often the jorticn of Chnfl’s
fervantson earth.  Theh names ate cuft forth
as abominable, they are a repreach to theip
neigkbeurs, a jccrn axd a derifion to tkofe that
are round about them. St. Paul, whole zca
in the tervice of his divine Mafler exceede
all the Apcftles, was neverthelets vilified ar.
abuled as the cfficcurirg ot the world.-re
However they are content.  They fare nog
worle in this refpeét than their bicfled Mafler
did when he was upon carth. He edumed
the contrad'@icn ot firners agau ft himielt
he was n.cckad, infulted, and pcrfecutcé
srore than any man.  Wkhat realon ther have
they to complain ? The difciple is not above
bis mafier, mer the fervant akove bis lerd. 1t
is erough if they have the konour wkich is
frem above. 1his is more than a balarce for
all the 1ll teain.ent they meet with frcm 3
ferveile ard misjudging world. It is &
thoufard umes better than all the fhouts of
aps
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dark whey without difmay, for.Gad.is wnh
him 5 nay,. there are- frequent ml’cancca 9;
the | lervants of Chrift being enabled to rd-
1 ]mu, andexgule 1 the very altmlc. of duth
and “.«’_1’.1"5; tuumplmnuy Wlth the ARQMS‘.,
O deciny seleie s tl} Bing £ O grave, whire
15 thy wiciery € Thanks be 1o (:od 'w/),eb giveti
15 1he DGRy, bid’ o Leid Fofus Chrdfie .
 But the greateit honpurs. which,thg T
vants of Chiatt fhall enjoy; arce relerved for -
Cthem i futurve flate, There dhe dgyngr
will ko o tham an ieitable, incmceiﬁc«
Alue MR Y’“C olories  of the upper
wo i are ndec mnce.xlul from ouy: view' gt
preicit, wi & word ol ot appear: whatige
el b2 Lut tacy are revealed to s, ypder
fuchy lovely mages and: deleriptions, s, ge
cnough 1,.11‘1.1&,5,1‘;11 Learts. with ardeng.de=
firs of rartcipaiing in them.  Soon] as:nr
farthiul tervanis ot Chritt C\pire and, ﬁ;ﬂg';in
the arm. ot lcmh, a graard of anoel \Sefent
to conduct thew louls to the xcmons,of erer-
- nal light and glory. “The *vcllaﬁmg doors
-'of heaven are opwed for their reception.
Then they are conduéted mmto the courts of
God’s more :mmedjate pretence, whillt all
the celellial choirs of glorified fpirits hail
them to the feats of blis,  Amazement ail
what wonders now open to their aftonifhed
fight ! "Fhey now behold the eternal JFuther
| B ' facé



[ace-to face, in v./l‘xof'c peefence 15 fuinefs of
Joy, and at whee right hand are pleaturey
for evermore. They alfo behold their ex-
~alted Saviour i1 all his divine and matchlefs
dplendors, whem baving not feen they loved,
and receive that chearing teftimuny of his
“acceptance, well dere, geod and faithful fer-
wants, enter ye into your mafier’'s joy.  Filled
with tranfport and deheht, they {it down witly
Abraham, Ifaac ard Jaceb. to pend an -
-ternity in {weer harmonious ¢oncert, finging

- the fong of Mojess and the limb.
© To complear the honour and happinefs of
“the faints, 1 may add, that at the Jalt knell
“of expiring time, their bodies will be rafed
and re-united to their fouls, that they may
fhare with them in all the bleflednel: and
'*-‘Rmxfe&wn of heaven, For this purpote they
*-ghail be refinea to a fpirirual excellency, or,
:according to the Avpottle, transformed into
the likene[s of Chriff's glovioris body. 1 hen
- fhall he fay unto them, Come vz bleffed of rsy
Father, inberit the kingydom prepared for you
before the foundatsen of the world. In thining
robes of 1mmortality they enter into the
kingdom of his glory, where they fhall live
and reign with hin for ever and ever. O
my foul, what are all the grandeur and mag-
fificence of earth, compared with the mag-
-nificent glory that thall hereafter be rcvealc?!
The
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The me2ancft faints in heaven fhall thine likd
the fur in the kingdom of the Father, 'nof
fhall their luftre be eclipfed or fuffer thé
imalle(t diminution forever, thro’ the bound?
lefs ages of eternity,  Yet it may be 'pl‘?géi‘
to remark here, that as one ftar differéty
from another in glory, {o alfo will the fere
vants of Chrift. Al do not perform ‘equ]

fervice ; fome are indued with more thirth

abilities, and move in higher fpheres tha

others 3 fome ate more ative, zealous “af
indefatigable than others ; and itis reafopable
to {uppote, that they who have done nhof®
for the honour of God, fhould recéive ‘thé
greateft honour from him.  All thallreceivd
crowns of glory, but they who have buétd
motft taithful thall receive the brighteft, * °
Now, my hearers, after what has been
fuid, need I ufe any arguments to perfuads
you to engage in Chrift’s fervice, and fo 'td
fhare in the henour which cometh frem 2.
bove ? Surely it is a profitable fervice. “ He
will protect, maintain, and everlaftingly res
ward hLis fervants. Is there any matter {o
rich, fo liberal, fo faithful as Chrift? How
often do the flaves of the world complain
that they have laboured for nought and int
vain? As Jacob reproached Liaban, Thod
baft deceived me, 4;1; changed my wages tew
¢mes, {0 may the drudges of the wolrd fay;
| Ba - whofe
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whofe Iofueﬁ cxpe‘latum' olten cmt i ruin
and d&ppmmmcnt Dcm b mf‘hf (“"[)tll-
mcc,convmceq themat fafl o ..m w‘\u-
pus fo]ly in fecking for liappinels where 101
Q‘. t0 b: found, “and nepleciing 1o feck e

thrc lt Only 13. l’»ut thc iuv.mh of k 71*:
}[avc, ng teafon to complain of their wages;
chy ‘are_rewarded ipfinitely bevond divir de-
“They have their fruit iiilo bolii il m.ni’

.66‘5' end-everlofting life. |

And as Chuift’s fervice 1s” profi fabie, {0 it
pica ng and cchorht ul oo. l"(‘l aion’s
s_ale ways of j)?n sl [y and, ’/l ber
gatésdq:fepqnce 'J.Uns mideed in ilm qnmon
fghc world 1s a ih;moc. pmadox 5 yet if the
matter: l)e unpay ualfy wnﬁdued 1t 15 what
gl r.cai_on muft approve as a certain and
?‘3 riant truth, "What a dmn i.mafa“tlon
Ju refult from maintaining a. facied inter-
cougle and conmmmcauon with” the fiipreme
Tard of the univerfe, and abounding an'the
Iza,rmpmow cxuc;k of all thole ij lun vir-
pues, -which are. 1cprefqntcd by. ‘the. Apoﬂle
8s the fruits of . the fpirit, tuch as) love, joy,
peace,. long- fuffering,, gcntlcnds méckiiels,
p:mpcrmcc' What 1§ therc in thefe dlfpoﬁ-
tions, and the alls refulring from thcm, ‘but
hat is excellent and amxablc improving and

gdxginful to a wcll difpoled mmd P
" More-

.I‘ -,-‘ N
I
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Mgyeover the furvice of Chrift is our mof
reaonabi= fervice.  Is he not the bleffed and
ouly potentate, the ng of kings and Lord
of lords, the centie of dll happinefs and pcr-
fection? Is he not our Creator and Redcem?
cr, tiic ”)luh) OF all OUI [)lClenL Cmnfortg
and all our tuture and ceverlatting cch&a~
tions ? Im 1 the volce ol nature and of tea-
for procianms aloud thatwe ¢ {beuld ferve him.
Ang to do u'luw He is to adt a moﬁ ablurd
:u’d meon! ulwt part, o actin a m mnex em- -
bocomiuyg the homt, of Gur rational natures,

.uuof"cmm agr creadres that are ¢ apable of the
higheit pu iuu\, and formed for immorialiey.
- but wt after all 72 JM/: evil unts You to feive
ihe 1eid NEEE Chiifiy chuje ye this day whoins
you wild yjerves It y our lutts are worthy to be
your 'mdu», thendepve them.  But remem-
bm, as 2 man DHweth, fo thall he alt reap s
he that owern 1o the fich mult Cxpeﬂ to
veap a moil dreadiul harvelt of corr uPUOn
ditgrace and endiels mifery. \"hy do ye
oubt 2 Why haltye between two opmlons?
Do vou imagin¢” you can ferve Chritt, and
:Edlza} both? 1his is ablolutely im nauhcab{e
‘T'he fervice of God and of Ol,llkl ks are fo
{epugmut i thcn hature, that it is,imp
,ﬁbc 1:0 a cend Lhem botn Our ad‘ &10’!}3
gannot % pply themfe lvc to both, ‘beuu!’e the
,applu..won to either of them does nacurdfly
| B z | | beéct
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ﬁeget a difrelpelt and loathing cof the othet.
Hence the Scx ipture faith, No man can ferve
o majfer:, for either he aill hate the one
and e the other 5 or elfe be cwill iold to the
one ax.’ defpife the otl*e/ s y¢ cannos jerve Ged
axd Nmmon,
- Many of you, T doubt not, have already
chofen the Lord Jefus for your malter, and
1 am perfuaded you will never have caufe to
rcpcm; your choice. Yet be exhorted to
ferve him with more zeal and conftancy.
The utmofl exertion of all your powers is
lictle enough for fo good a mafter. Beware
then of a lukewarm and indifferent temper
towards him. He was not indifferent about
our falvation ; 1t was the object of his molt
intenfe apphcauon through thc whole courfc
of his life; and lay neareft his heart in the
agonies of death. Therefore to be carelefs,
Yanguid or indiffcrent in his fervice, would be
the bafeft ingratitude. O feck more ' life and
fervour in the things of religion.  Be zealous
for the honour of your mafter ; fhake off all
floth and fupinenefs, #¢ fem ent in [pirit,
[er'vm the Lerd. Be {tedfaft ard immove-
able, always abounding in his work ; for
foon he will call you from labour to reward.
How foon ! alas! how foon was your late
worthy paftor called to receive his recom-

pence of reward !---Fl¢ was a dlﬁmgmﬂ;ed
er-
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fervant of Chuit, and no doubt i 3z ads
vanced 10 a ditinguifhed place among the
bicfled. As he was pollzficd of fuperior a-
bitues, o he performed much in a lietle
time, and foon grew nipe for glory, Daughters
of Terufalem, wweep nat for bam, but weep for
yourfelves and for your children.---His deach is
unquettionably a great lofs to this church, a
lofs to the intereft of true veligion in general,
a lofs o his country 3 but our loiis immenfe
gain to him, as it puts him in the ruil pofie(-
fion of that crown of righteoufnefs wwhich the
Lord the righteous judge will give unto all thews
that love bis appearing.  Uncqual as 1 am to.
the tatk, I will endeavour to give you a brief
but impartal fketch of his charaster, no: {o
much with a view to celebrare his virtues, as
to excite furvivors to a laudable imitation of
them.
And here I prefume it is not expeéted that
I fhould givz a particular accognt of his birth
and parentage. To be fprung from illuftri-
ous progenitors gives o real wosth or ex-
cellency to any man, nor would we fetch the
portrait of Mi. Tenrent’s merit from the fe-.
pulchres of lus fathers.  Yet 1t is but juftice
to obferve, that among his anceftors we find
a number of the moit pious, zealsus and
eminently fuccefsful minifters ot t.e New
Teltament, that ever Americe faw. 1 may
| B 4 allo
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a!fo paf over his juv-nile years, which were
1pent m academical ftudies, in climbing: the
ucwcd {‘tup@ of {cience, and preparing for
zfmr facred funéion, to which he devored
Pimfelf at an carly pcwvi ur ]1.(_. Atier en-
rering the holy nanitlee, he firft fettled at
Nopeealk in Newo- [‘””7“},“.’\ where he difcharged
s mmifterial office with much fait hfulnels
and fuccefs, until the reputation ot his po-
pular talents procurcd hins aninvization from
this very refpedtable and important church.
Here he jult began to fhed his beame, to
difplay hys intellectual treafures, and bid fair
for a long continued and wide-extended ufe-
fulnefs; when oh myiterious providence ! he
fudk lcnlv expired 10 death, leaving us with
blafted expeétations, and the fud uco]lc 1ion
of his once {plendid, but now extinguifhed
gloyy !

Do we view lum in the pulpit?.--Few
preachers had & more nmeittc and venerable
prefence, or a more wianing and oratonal
addrefs.  Animated with a facred regard for
che honour ot his divine Mafter, and the fal-
vation of precious immortal fouls, he fpake
the <werd with all boldnefs. 1 take vou to re-
cord that he fhunned not to declare unto
vou the whole counfel of God. A hively 1-
magitaion added to a careful ftudy of the
Scriprures, enabled him to bring torth (mtt

0
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of his tréafure things new and old J.yet hel
néver eiertained his audience with fcholaﬂnc .
niceties or {ubile queltions which minifter .
ftmfe and endlels difhutation, rather than®
godly edifviing, <wohich is in faith ; but he ens
tertained them with the plain uncontroverted .
tmths of the everlalline cotpel. e preache
ed Chriff crucified, cur calv <ifilom, righteouf=
wefs, fantlification cnd redrmptios. He was.
cateful and accurate in deleribi ng the nature
of true religinn, and 1n dlﬁmrrmfhmg the-
reality from the bare appearance.  He fpared-
not the fecurd and prefum tuous ﬁnncr, bue:
weonikl thunder forth the terrors of the . dis
vine law azamtt him, thae it poflible he mlght
awaken fun from his drez dtul {lumbers ; yee'
he was always ready, and waell knewrhow and.
when to adiminiiter’ the balm of the golpet to:
the wound.d fpirit. Kleaance of {tyle, ma«
jeity of thougit, and clearncfs of udgmcnt,
~vppc., red in his difcourtes, and concurred to
render them both pmmn'v and inftru&ive,
Me laboured bui a few years in this place,
yet we truft he laboured notin vapn, -
~Or fhall we view him as a patriot ?---His
honett, ditinterefted, vet flaniing: zeal for hig
¢otintry’s good, icmam.s from us a tribute
of refpeét.  Imprefied with a fenfe of the jufs
tice, areatncfs, and vaft importance of'the
4mer‘ can Cayle, he enaaged in it with: an ar<
v dour
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devr end refolution, that would have done
henour to an ancient Roman.--- For this indeed
be was cenfured, and perbaps too hberally cven
by bis friends. 'Why ? was there ever a caufe
of greater moment, a caufe in which we were
{d effentially concerned ? Wai there ever a
time when America more necded the united
efforts of all her fons? Or muft a good man
fit down, and feem indifferenc about the in-
tercfts of his country, about the fate of mil
Jions of his fellow-creatures ? What ! fit down
tamely, when the crucl hand of tyranny is
fred up, and every facred right is at Rtake!
when violence and oppreflion with ten thou-
fand furies in the rear were ruthing upon our
Jand, Jike an impetuous torrent, to fweep ous
liberties away ? Was this 2 tune for a lover
of bis country to be cold and inaltive, or to
hid= his talent in a papkin? No; fuch a cone
duét had been treafon againtt all America ;
treafon againft our lives, our fortunes, and
qur facred freedorn,

- Harly in the conteft Mr. Tenrent magnanie
moully ftepped forth as an advocate for this
continent. Here was a field fuited to his
great abulities, and here his abilities fhone
with increaling luftre. He firft endeavoured
to roufe his fellow-citizens to a juft fenfe of
their ineltimable rights, and a willingnefs o
contend for them ; and to his fyinited exers
. 1oDA
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tions among others may in a great meafurd
be atrributed that noble patrictic zeal whiels
{o {con blazed foith, to the immortal howoud
of this ftaze.  In many ot his {pceches whicly
he delivered in the provincial Congrefs sndl
General Affembly, of which he was fuceefe
fively a member, he difplaved great erudiv
dition, ftrength of argument, gererofity of
fentiment, and a moft unbounded eloquences
He continued his fervent endeavours to the
Iaft, refolutely regardlefs of the attacks of
envy and calumny which he met with ; ang
particularly his ftrenuous efforts for abolifhe
ing religious as well as civil oppreflion in this
country, deferve our fincereit acknowledged
ments.

His natural genivs was prodigioufly ftrong
and penetrating ; and ¢ the unavoidable cond
“ {cloufnefs of native power made him fage
‘“ guine, bold and enterprifing. Yet the
event proved that his buidncls arofe, no¢
from a partial, groundlefs felt-concert, bu¢
¢ from a true felt-knowledge. Upon fai¢
<« and candid trial, faithtul and juft to hime
¢ felf, he judged what he could doy en@
¢ what he couid when called to it he -ata
“ tempted, and what he attempted he age
¢¢ complifhed.” |

But Mr. Tennent’s principal ornament ‘wall
his uhaffected and - fubftantial piety, - Hi
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wortt enemies could ever charee him with
¢ fcandalous or immoral hite. e honowed:
Ris divine Mafter not only in vord, but in
gesdl. “The doftrines he tauche and the du-
gics: he inculcated, were nap“ll) exemplificd
in-his own lite and converfaton,  Agiceable
to the Apoﬁi“’s charge to Tiwothy, he was
¥ 6’3'(Zmﬁlc of the believers i scerd, i coirvor
fatwﬂ, | §2 charily, i [pivid, in Jaith, i purity.
- 'He was remarkably huinane and benevo-
knt,i;}‘;;his difpolition, and  poficied every
perfonal; grace and qualitication that could at-
trall the elteem and reverence oi his foliow-
ereanires.  In domeilic or focial lifte his cha-
racter fhines with pecuhax laftre. e was g
kind, affable, and tender huiband; a pru-
dent, cautious and indulgent parents a ge-
serous. and comypafiionate maitcr; and a
fmhﬁul affeftionate ard fteady triend. ¢ Iis
‘.gppgarance 1n company was manly asd
‘t;gmqmul his beliaviour genteel not care-
& fuonious; grave yet pleannt, aed folid
&scbut fprightly too.  In a word, he was an
$trgpen, converfable and entertaining com-
spapion, a polie .,n[lklnm], and dcvo.lt
¢ 2Chriftian at once.’
~n his latt moments, though at a dxﬂancc
from fome of his moﬂ: tender and beloved
Krtongls, he was ferene, comtortable and re-
fighed, When the fable curtains of a dAr
f-:!\. e Al l
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-and difmal evening were drawing faft axbiief
him, and clofine the fcene of all .hisizarth
jovs, he )mlgr\ ed fuch a calmnef(s and trag-
guility of mind, as did honour to that:gbou
rious religion which he protefled, andrafford-
ed 2 fufhcent prrof'of the *'uppr'or!-‘ad&éﬂw
tages of an holy lile in the gloomy hour &€
dm'h No doubt he was icnﬁbf')"teuaw
- 1th the mourntul ftate or his friemigam!
pierced with an anxious concern tor:thgrpb-
lous fitvation of his country, row atiwar wath
a cruel, unrelenting and potent enemy:; yet
his .m‘t in the evcrla[hncr God;. :anid his
‘hepes of approaching  glory, rcvmcd"fiﬁs
-dicoping dpiries. At intervals of ndic.-whc
“would comfort his ve ery comtortem, p'uiful-»
-fered with all the majelty of woe. | Havigg
“the foundation ot his hopc ;mnmvcably bued
on the rouk of ages, his undaunted imvl”’qu
.defiance 1o all the horrors of appruathismg
-death. The Rev. Mr. Furman, ~vhoamend-
-ed him during his illnels, writes,.that in:his
Cexpiring moments he declared himiett: wsbe

-calm; ealv and willing to go.  And-fhall lwc
Jamenr fuch a pleaiing and comfortablerexig ?
*Way, letus rather with that we may did the
“death of the rmhccous, and that wlaﬁscnd.
vnhv be hike lus o I SAREE
- -*H§ dcath, however, muft needdibéran -

-ja‘fmmg avent to ¢he wicked and ungodl;t.partg
0
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A his bongregation.  Like the Qothfui fer
ant in the goipel, vou have negletted 1o
gn rave your talent. How often, and how
umcﬁ:ly did he warn, and befeech and in-
great you to be reconciled vito God! but
&ill you hardened your necks, and defpifed
dis friendly counlels and ad: nonitons.  Now
u will hear his {fweet voice no more; no
gnore will he proclaim to you the oyful
aidings of pardon and redeeming ]ove 5 RO
more will e wreltle and (Lrive ar the throne
.ot' race on your behalf.  Ilis | ups are fealed
#n filence, and v will remain vnil 1he geeat
day, when he will be a fwiit witnes aganift
wyou, if you repent not.  Taink, Q finners,
what precious cpportunitics you have ne-
gleded ; think what a treme ndous account
'you will have to render ; think what an ag-
pautrd condemnation is before you ; .;nd
avhilft the long- (:ffering of God yet endyreti,
urn your feet quickly unto his teftimanies,
-ghat when your. appointed change cometh,
sgou may aio follow your deceated paftor to
sshe s&alms of glory, and fhare with him i
-eternal bleffednefs.

I cannot help semarking alfo that his death
izanalaeming cvcutg o.the whole community,
When we fec the faithful fervants of the
‘Lord, .thole who ftopd in the breach to plead

Wtﬂhhlm to turn away his wrata, rcmo;ucald
ud«
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fuddenly, and removed in the meridlan' bf
their days and ufefulnefs, and removed viten
fo few remain behind, and the world is o
generally filled wich impiety and wickedneis
what rea{ n have we to apprehend the divine
difpe.fure, and 1o fear that fome defolating
judgment is coming upon us? Good Heze-
kiah, and afcer him good Jofiah, muft go to
their grave., betore the deftru&ion cometh
upon Judah and Jerufalem, But alas! tke
yighteous man perifpeth and mo man layeto it ta
beart s aid mercifil men are taken away, none
confideiing that tse righteous is taken sway

Jroms ive cvil to core, -
Lev ur, my dear hearers, take the alarm,
fet us fly so the throne of grace, and depre.
cate deferved judgments,  The more appa-
rent the danger, ard the more gloomy the
profpect, the mere we fhould be excited to
importunate and inceffant praver, that God
would turn away his anger, and not deal
wth us according to the magnitude of our
crimes. And whereas the harveft is truly
great, anw ihe labourers butr few, let us not
forget earneltiy to befeech the Lord of the
barveft that be would fend forth more labourers
e840 bis barveft-- that he would kindle by his
almigiity breath, other bright and burning
famps to il up the places of thofe which are
removed from hig faaftrary below, to thine
15
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}dn-his- temple abgve, - Wlich Eay e grant

;fax Chnﬁ s Mkc 3 Amen. 3
(. g‘. b - ) ¢t - .r
, . é

TME END
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