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FUNERAL SERMON.

2 SAPJ. iiio 380

Kuow ye not that there is—a great man fallen
this day in liracl ?

HREE days only have elapfed fince

we recewved the melancholy tidings
ot the death of the Rev. WiLriam TeN-
NeNT *, minilter of the gofpel, and paitor
of a refpetable congregation ot Chriftians
in this town. Such a provxdcncc as thig
furely calls tor fuitable improvement. Shall
the righteous perifh, and no man lay it to
heart ? Shall merciful, great and good men,
be taken away, and none confider that the

* Mr. TenNenT died of a nervous fever, at the High Hiile
of Santee, about ninety miles from Charleftown, on his return
from New-Jerfey, whither he had gone to conduét bis aged
mother to his habitation in this town, that he might rendee
the laft ftages of her life as eafy and happy as poffible. Thus
he fell while engaged in an act of filial piety. But who can
tell the fcelings of his aged mother’s heart, at this diftreffing
junture ? She had 1ately loft her partner in life, and is now
dcgrwcd of an only fon, in whom her hopes were bound up 3
1 a ftrange land, before flig had arrived at her deftined habie
‘A’l’)ﬂ.
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fighteous are taken away from the evil to
come ?

Who knows -+ hat evils await us? We
are a finful people, and God 15 contending
with us for our Iniquities.  "Lhe death of fo
valuable a man 1s a tieavy ftioke; and un-
lefs we repent we may fear greater evils
will ver befall us.  Butalas! what greater
calamiry can happen to any pecple, than
the death of fuch great and ufetul men? If
the toundations be deftroyed, whar can the
righteous do? Pfal. xi 3. If doe who
are as foundations in cherch and ttate be
removed by the hand of death, what can
good people do Lut mourn, and lament
their lois ¢ This they can and ought to do
and it would argue great {upinefs not to do
it.  This, my brethren, is what we muit
now do (it not deaf to the moft folemn ad-
moniitons of providence) feeing fuch a great
and a worthy man is taken away by death.
Taken away—frem a diftreffed family, an
affl:¢ed church, and fiem great ufetulnels
in the {tare,

Know ye not that there is a great man
failen this day in Iracd 2 Ye ceriinly do
ye teeit, and lmy)et reel 1t mere {enfibly.,

The woids of ouvr text were fpcken Ly
king David to his 1«"vvnrc fuggefting the
fCaiUﬂ why he {.lled and mourned, 1o cx-

cecedingiv,
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ceedingly, on account of Abner, bafely
and barbaroufly murdered, by that great
butcher, Joab. He intimates that he was
no common man that had thus fallen, but
a prince, and a great man; one who was
capabie of doing him ard his kingdom great
fervice ; and which, by treaty, he had en-
gaged to do, by bringing cver ali Ifrael to
fubrnit to David as their king.

Abner had beena great general in the
army of king Saul, and after Saul’s death
he ftill continued in the intereft of his fa-
mily, ferving under lfh-Bofheth, his fon;
until he received an :affront from him,
which he could not breok ; upon which he
declared to his face, with an oath, that he
would tranflate the kingdom from the houfe
of Saul, and fet up the throne of David
over all Ifrael. To efre¢t this def(ign, he
firt fent meffengers to David, and after-
wards, upon his executing one preliminary
article, had an audience with the king, was
gracioufly received, hofpitably entertained,
and fent. away, from the royal prefence in
peace.

At this juncture Joab, with David’s army
returned victorious from the field of battle,
and brought in a great fpoil with them,
Joab received early intelligence of what had
pafled between the king and Abner, and
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fearing that if fo great a general theuld be
received into favour at court, his glory
might thereby be eclipfed, he weat inme-
mediately to the lzw,,, and mkmmiy ar-
raigned his conduct; then fent avav, poit
hafte, after Abner, and creacherou] J mui-
dered him, in cold bl ood, under the cloak
of friendfhip. A bafe ation! unworthy the
charaéter or a gentleman, much mare oi fo
great a gencral as Joab was.  David cer-
tainly finned in not aven ging the blocd of
Abner on the head of the murderer imme-
diately, in a judicial way. However, he
gave Abner a decent funeral, fuitable to his
high rank and charalter. The king him-
{felf followed the bier, as chief mourner,
and lamented greatly over the grave. The
funeral obfequies being performed, all the
people came to confole the king, and to
perfuade him to eat meat; but he declared,
with an oath, that he would not break lis
fat tll after fun-fer. So all the people
knew that it was not of the king to flay
Abner, the fon of Ner. Upon this melan-
choly occafion David exclauned, in the
words of our text, Know ye nat that t*’w"
is ¢ prince, and a great man fallen this dzy in
Ifraei ?

In order that I may do juftice to the text,
while I treat it in a manner {uitable to the

me-
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melancholy occafion of my entering upon it;
I fhall

I. Atreinpt to delineate the charaller of a
1r .,z.j grczzt man.

Y. Take notice that great men, as well as
etlers, mu¥ fall by the band of death, and
ajirn the reafons why.

L. Olfcrwe that the death of a truly greas

mei 1S @ ;zw/zc lofs, and therefore to be de-'
p]&': ¢

IV. Make fome improvemert of the fukjed,
and fo conclaaz,

1. I ball attempt to delineate the charaéler
of a truly great men. 1. Some are denomi-
- nated great on account of their pedigree.
FHaving {prung from truly great and worthy
anccﬁors, they by birth and blood, inherit
a certain degree of greatnefs, which others
cannot claim.  Thus, the fon of a king is
born a prince; and the fon of a nobleman
inherits noble blood. L confefs that tco-
much ftrels may be placed on high and ho--
nourable birtlry it fometimes ferves only to
clate a vain mind, and puftf up with prxdc,
many who have no other pretenfions to true

greats
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greatnels ; and yet, it muit be acknowleded,
that to defcend from repurable and worthy
anceftors, is truly Lonourable, and a branch
of true greatnefs.

2. Some are efteemed great on account
of good natural parts and abilities. They
are endowed with powers of mind, capable
of great improvements; and may truly be
faid to have great touls. Itis to be lamented
that too often perfens of fuch grear natural
parts, make but a fmall figure in life, for
want of proper cultivatior. In this view
they are, with refpect to people in common,
like unpolifhed diamonds among pcbbles.
They excel, with regard to intrinfic wortl,
but do not thine for want of polithing, I
add therefore,

3. Erudition contributes to a perfon’s
greatnefs. A man of good natural parts,
with proper helps and application, can hardly
fail of making fome figure in life. Some
indeed who did not appear to be blelt with
great natural endowments, have, by ftudi-
ous application, acquired a knowledge of
the languages, and an acquaintance with the
liberal arts and {ciences, and fo become great
in ufeful knowledge, and mighe jullly be
cfteemed great men, qualified to be greatly
ufeful in Life; but when a bright natural
genius recelves proper cultivation, icﬂwill

une
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fhine like a ftar of the firt magnitude a-
moag intenor tars, |
4. A benevolent heart is a confiderable

part of the grear man’s charaéter.  Ide bears
4 good w}ll to all hus tellow-creatures, withes
Dem well and rejoices 1n their ‘happinefs.
Therefore he mutt be a trie paurtot, alover
of his counury.  He would by no means ra-
vace and fpeil his fellow-citizens, for gain;
much rather would he facrifice his own cafc,
peace and interelt, to his country’s welfare.
The love of God confL ins him to love hig
fellow-men, and to labour to render them
chappy. Heds not of a narrow contratted
{pirit, which argues meannefs of foul, but
wifhes wcll to all ; . and does them tvood to
the uumoft of his power.  His hcnevolent
heart prompts him to good and generous
actions.  Hence faith the plopht‘t The li-
beral man devifeth liberal things, and by libe-
ral things fhall be flond, Lfal, xxxii, 8. It
was a conliderable parc of Chrift’s charalter
(who wasa perfelt model of true greatnefs)
that be went alout doing good, Alls x. 38,
‘The welfare of mankind lay near his heart,
and to do them good was his great aim. In
like manner, the truly great man, aims at
being beneficial to the (Guls and Dodies of
his fellow-creatures ; and he is happy when
thus employed,
. That

O
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. 'That which is moft effential in the
charatter of a truly great man is Rerigron,
yes, my brethren, religion crowns the whole. .
Piety, fuperadded to the other conftituent
parts of true greatnefs, renders 2 man com-
pleat. Thisis the very foul of all his great
endowments, and gives life to them sll.
Much has been faid in favour of moral vir-
tue, as though that, of 1tfclf, were fufiicient
to render a man truly great and good ; but
as the body without he foul is des wd, being
alone, fo, whatis commonly called moral
virtae, without true piety, or the love of
God, 1s dead alfo. It is a fhadeow without
the {ubitance. I muft theretore conclude,
that without #eligion, all other accomplifh-
ments are extreniely infufficient to render a
perfon truly great. ‘I e want of this caules
a blank in the charaller of many, otherwife
great men. It is a woeful blot in their
elcutcheon.  But when religion 1z conneted
with the other conttituents ot greatnels, like
a well polithed diamond, 1n a cafket of
jewels, it adds a luftre to the whole. Lt
none theretore prefume to lay claim to the
charatter of a truly great man, without this
molt effential branch of it, 7ea/ GoDLINESS,
We may no,

“ II. Taks
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L Tk netice 1hat t oreal acin, as well as
otbm, pinfs fall Iy the hard ¢f acath, and
affigi tie reajons why.

- This is a certain, and a ro lefs afleCling
truth. -‘F'he great, the cood, the wile, the
bengvolent and uleful, mut die; and we
mull be deprived of the benefit ot their {o-
cicty 3 becaule | ,

L. This is according to tlie common courfe
of things. Grear men have the feeds of
~corruption and mortality within them, as
wcll as others. Thefe feeds are deeply
rooted, being inplanted in our very nature
and are continually ipringing up, and
branching out into various diforders, which
ircqueml,' cnervate the human fyftem, and
bafile the phyfician’s fkill.  And when we
confider the nice and delicate texture of the
human body, we have muchs more reafon
to wonder that men live fo long, than that
they dic {o {foon, |

2. God has ordained that the great and
good thould die, as*well as others.  Heb,
IX. 27. Jtis eppeintcd viato men once 1o dic.
See Iuccl. viil. 8. Vhere is no man bath power
over the [pivit to retain the [pivit 5 neither
hath be pewer in the dey of death 5 and there
65 10 difcharge in this war. . Now fecing God
hath appownted, or crdained, thag all fhall

, die,
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die, let us not think ftrange when we fce
great men fall by the hand of death.

The experience of all ages has con-
ﬁrmcd this melancholy truth. Tn every age
great men have died, as well a5 others. T h(«
fathers, wherc are they ? It on this buly
ftage, but ideeping in the filent grave, the
houfe 2ppointed tor all living.  Adam, the
great tarher of all mankind; Nfuh thr* fa-
ther of the new world 5 Abraham, the father
of the faithtul, have fal llen by he mercilefs
hand of death. Shall we confider the det-
tiny of thofe holy men, the prophets? Do
they live for ever? No! thole great men
have died alfo. Neither did the great A-
poftles of our Lord Jefus Chrift elude the
fhafis of death. All thefe good men, ex.
cept John, and fome fay J«,tm alfo, were
violently taken away from the earth, mnd
met death in its moft formidable appear-
ances. Nor ouzht we to pafs over in filence,
the man Chrilt Jefus, who was, beyond
comparifon, greater than all the great men
that ever lwed in the world : ror lwc was th=
GOD-MAN. Yer tlhus mighty JESUS
fell by the hand of death.  But alchough he
fell, he conqucrcd the conqueror ; difarmed
death of his fhing, rendered him lefs formi-
dable to the faints, and a portal to cverlaft-

ing blif.
Por
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But perhaps fome may be ready to fay,
fecing the {ins of good men are pardoned,
their guilt removed, and they freed from
all penal evil, how comes 1t to pafs that
they die ? 1 anfwer,

1. Tt is the fovereign will and pleafure of
God that they fhould die; and could no

ther rcafon be afligned for it, this might
{uffice; for furely God hath a right to dif-
pofe of all his cicatures as he fees proper.
He giveth not account of his matters; but
doth according to his will in the army of
heaven, among the inhabitants of the earth:
and none can ftay his hand, or fay unto him
what doft thou ? Joeb xxui. 13. Dan. iv. 35,

2. The world is unworthy of the com-
pany and converfation of great and good
men ; they are {eldom regarded and treated
according to their worth, and God removes
them as a fcourge, for fuch ingratitude.
Thus people are often taught to know the
werth of good men by the want of them.
And 1t 1s but juft that we fhould be de-
prived of a blefling, we know not how to
prize.

3. The death of great and good men is
acvantagious, both to themfelves and others.
That 1t 1s fo to themfelves is plain, feeing
thereby they are releafed from a world of
forrow and diltiefs, 'The Apoftle Paul was

was

s = o
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was confident that for him to die would be
pain; becaule to d*,mrc and 02 with Chrift,
would be much better than w Lve in ths
finful world, Poii 1 2123, o ciis view
the preachier fays, T2 Jay of doald /s Dets ber
than the day of on2's birls, Eecl vil 1.

But the death or great men nv 1y ali be
of advantagz to othwis; as it may ferve to
remind thcm of thetr own mortality, aud the
necellity of a preparaticen for i,  When we
fee good men dic e, we we naturally led to
confider tha: we muit die too; aid as we
know not how focn, that we ought aliv to
be ready. Elernce fays the wile man, s
better to go to thz kouje of wiourning, than to
the boufe of feafting : for that is “the end of
all meny and the Living will lay it to bis beart,
Eccl. vii. 2. Moreover, the death of crood
men may ferve to remind us of the inftabi-
lity of all creature enjoyments, and how
neceflary it is to make the Lord our art.
It thews thc utility of the prophcz s advice,
Iai. ii. 22. Ceafe ye from man, whofe breath
15 in bis no/lr;la : for wherein is be to be ace
counted of 2 We pafs on

1. To cbferve, that the death of a truly
great man is a putlic lofs, and tharefore to be
deglored,

David.
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‘David exculed hxs fafting and moummg
“for the death of Abner, by faying that he
was a great man. Confequently his death
“was a orcat lofs to Ifrael; efpecially as he
had ennafred in the grand defign, of tranf-
Hating the kmgdom from the houfe of Saul,
and- icttmg up the throne of David, over
all lfrael. "And no man was fo well quah-
hcd for this erand defign as Abner. - Bue,
that the dea:h 1 of great men 15 a great and
public lofs; will - appear by conﬁderma a
tfew metaphorical feriptures, which fet forth
thcu value, and ulefulnefs in the world.

. They are denominated pillars. and
found’ations Thus the Lord, fpéaking to
‘his prophet Jeremiah, faith, J bzz'vf’ made thee
thisday anircn pillar, Jer. 1. 18. " "And Paul
faith of James, Cephas and John, They
Seemed to be pillars, Gal. il 9. Addto thcfé
texts, Plal. xi. 3. If the foundations be de-
firoy ed what can the righteots do 2 Now we
all know that pillars and foundations are the
‘props and fupports of a building. Remove
thefe, and the fabrick muft fall So greas
and good men are the pillars and founda-
tions, which prop and ({)x pport both church
and ftate. Should thele bc removed, what
will become of oiir civil and rchoxous con-
cerns? They will foon totter and %all, The
canh yca, the whole fyftem of the' univerfe,
| C 18
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.is, upheld, in a fecondary fenfe, by fuch pil-
Jars and foundations as thefe. When the
“Jaft of them fhall be removed, The heavens
fhall be wrapped together a: a fcroll; the
‘elements fhall melt with fervent heat, and
the earth, with all its works, fhall be burnt
up. See Jfai. xxxiv. 4. with 2 Pet. iii. 10.
. 2. They are called the light of the world,
Mat. v. 14. And in 4&s xiil. 47, Chn&
faid to Paul, I kave fet thee a light of the
Gentiles. We are all, in fome meafure, fen-
fible of the value of light. Traly, faith
Solomon, the light is fweet, and a pleaﬁmt
:bmg it 15 for the eyes to bebold the fun, Eccl.
xi. 7. 'What a wretched place would this
‘world be without light ? It would be a wil-
dernels of horror and diftrefs. Darknefs is
ufed as a metaphor, to fet forth the horror
and punifhment of hell, Mat. viii. 12. Now
as the heavenly bodies give light to the na-
tural world, fo great and good men are lu-
minaries in the moral world. Hence faith
our Lord to his Apoftles, Lez your light fo
Jbine befere men, tkat they may fee your good
works, and glerify your Father which is in
beaven, Mat. v. 16. Obferve, their light
was fo to fhine that others might thereby
fee their good works, and thus be induced
to glorify God. Indeed, my brethren,
fhould all fuch lights be removed from m:}'
hemi-
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hemifphere, we fhould grovelina wrctched
ftate of darknefs.

3. Such men are termed falt. Afat. A
13. Ye are the falt of the earth. Now ag
faltis of a favoury nature, and gives a relith
to food, fo greatand good men are favoury
in their prmc:ples, behaviour and converfa~
tion; and help to give a relifh toall our en-
joyments : life itfelf without fuch fale would
be infipid. Moreover, falt is of a preferv‘
ing efficacy ; it preferves, fefh and many’
other things from taint and putrefaction.
So do good men, by their influence; pre-.
ferve the principles and practices of - many,’
both in church and ftate, from corruption,
Yea, thefe are the falt which, in fome fort,-
preferves the whole world in bemg.

4. They are called jewels. Mal. i, 7.
"And they fhall be mine, [aith the Lord of Hofis, !
it that day when I make up my jewels. Now'
jewels are fome of our moft precious and
valuable treafure. Some jewels are exceed- -
ing brilliant, and of great worth. So great
and good men, who are the Lord’s jewels,
are of ineftimable value; as appears from
the price paid for their purchafc, even the
precious blood of Chrift. And with regard -
to their great ufefulnefs in life, they fhiné-

refplendently, like ftars of the firft magm—
tude.

——od

C:2 5. They
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. 'They are compared to goid ; and that
Of the beft quality. Ifai. xiii. 12. And 1
will make a man mere precions than fine gold s
even a man than the golden wedge of Oplis.
Gold 1s generally eftcemed as 8 moft pre-
cious article. It 15 faid to he the moft
weighty, moft p\.;fe& and moft . valuable
of all metals. It is the {tandard, by which
the value of all other metals is afcertained.
In like manner, truly great men are the moft
weighty with regard to their influence,  the
moft perfet with refpedt to their endow-
ments, and the moft valuable on account of
their ufefulnels, of all mankind,  Gold may
be eftecemed the more precious becaufe of
its fcarcity. So great and good men are
exceeding fcarce; but; few in number, . The
Scripture, juft c1ted tells us that aman fhall
be more pregious than fine gold, cven the
gold of Ophir; which was the moft fcarce
and precious of all gold.. There may be
fome allufion, 1n thefe words, to thezavagcs
of war; by which, men in general, :fhould
become {o fcarce as to render a fingle may,
of a common charaéter, more precious thap
fine.gold. Should this' be the cafe, with
rcgard to men in general, how mych more
fo, with refpect to-truly great men?
Thus it appears, that thofe men, whofe

charater I have attempted (o dchncatc (al-
tho?,

ol
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tho’ mortal like others, yet) are .the ‘mof¥
excellent in themielves, and the moft ufeful
in lije ; confequently. their death mult be a
qreat lofs to the community in general 5 and,
ought to be deplored as fuch, Nature
prompts us to mourn on fuch occaﬁons,
and were we to indulge a ftoical apathy, it
would:be extremely. brutith,  The praltice
of ‘all ages would condemn us: read-the
fiftieth ¢ laptex of Genclis, and you:willifee
what mourning there: was on the death of
the good old patriardh Jacob. In like mans
ner did all Judah and Jeruialem :mourn. for
King Jofiab, at his death, 2 Clron..xxgw.
244 25. So when Hezek iah, king of Ifrael
died, it is faid, that ail Judah and the. in-
habitants of Jerufalem did him:-honour, 2-
Chren. xxxii 33. -Bpt what nced of in-
ftances ¢ Humauity-itielf; teaches us.to.de-
plore the lofs of grear .and gaod men, When
taken away by dL&th. ’W hat remains is

IV To mrke Josme ~7hf;'¢ Ceritgt of 1};5 ﬁ;é;eﬁ
J x.

And, 1. From the dchncatcd chara&er
of a truly great map, we'may:infer, that
~ there are,iin a comparative view, but veey
few fuch to be found. . We may now. and.
then difcover one among. the tribics, who,:
hkc Saul have oug-grown their bretliven 5
but
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but they are as the fhaking of an olive tree,
and as the gleaning grapes when the vintage
is done, Ifai, xxiv. 13. Scarce and preci-
ous, like the golden wedge of Ophir,

2. Seeing great men are {o valuablc and
ufeful in lite, let us highly elteem them for
their worth; and treat them with that de-
ference and refpect which their character
deferves. Too often they are envied, and
mal-treated, mercly becaufe they are greac
and good. ~ May we act a more worthy part,
and while we prize them highly for their
worth, let us pray that their precious hLives
may be long preferved, as a blefling to the
world.

.3. By the death of great and good men,
we are taught the mﬂab:hty of ali created
good ; the tolly of placing too much confi-
dence in any thing beneath the fun, and the
neceffity of trufting in God alone. The
Lord railks up great men, and makes ufe of
them, as inftruments in his hands, to do
~ great good in the world ; but when he hath
ferved his purpofes by them, he removes
thern from this ftage of action, and they
fait us, God only, “who lives for ever, 18
worthy of all our confidence. Therefore
let us ceafe from man whofe breath is in his
noftrils: for wherein is he to be accounted
of ? Jfai, ii, 22. Curfed is the man that

- trufteh
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erufteth in man, and maketh fleth his arm;
Blefied is the man that trufteth in the Lord,
and whofe hope the Lord is, Fer. xvii. 5. 7.

4. 1t the death of truly great men is to
be deplored as a public lofs, we are furely
juftifiable in fhedding a tear of refpe, to
the memory of the Rev. William Tennent,
now fallen by the cruel hand of death. My
brethren, you know that without diffimula-
tion, without flattery, it may truly be faid,
A great man is fallen this day in lirael. Falles
to rife no more, until the morning of . the
Refurrection.  Fallen, tbis day, in the prime
of his days; when his underftanding, his
judgment, and all the powers of his great
~ foul had juft ripened to a ftate of full ma-
turity. Fallen this day, a day of trial, in
which the united force of all our great men
is much needed. In fuch a day, at fuch a
crifis, this great man is fallen, 7x our Ifrasl,
in our ftate, which has thereby fuftained an
unfpeakable lofs.

It I have been happy enough to delineate
the character propofed, Mr. Tennent was,
indeed, the truly great man; forevery parg
of the portraiture belonged unto him.

1. Ifan honourable pedegree contributes
any thing to the charaéter, he was happyon
that account, toa high degree. He fprung
not from royal or noble blood, but from thé

mo




[ 24 ]

moft reputable and pious anceltors. A race
of men, deveted to the fervice ot the fanc-
tuary ; who, for their abilitics, zeal and ufe-
fulnefs, need not give place to any family,
that ever graced the American continenr.
Some might foar too high, and call them,
&poftolic rzen: T would rather ttyle them a
race of great, pious and orthodex mintters
of the gofpel. I ipeak noton the credit of
common fame oaly; having treauently heard
moft of them preach, vich areat piealure,
and I hope, fome profit.  The zrand-father,
the father, and three uncles of our dcaeafcd
friend, were all employed in the work of the
miniftry.  And [ verily believe they were
. the happy inftruments of converting thou-
fands or fculs. The nume or Tennent is
revered 1 many of the American ftates,
‘and will hardly be forgotten, for ages yet
o come.,

2. If good natural pafts contribute any
thing to the charalter of a great man, the
perfon whofe death we deplore, was emie
nent 1n this refpect.  The turniture of his
mind was rich and fplendid ; being naturally
endowed with good fenfe, a lively imagina.
tion, deep penctration, a fold judgment,
and a tenacious memory.  So that we may
fay, he was born with a great foul, capable
of large improvements, tending to extenlive
ufeful PCfa. | 3. I
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3. If erudition refines nature, and renders
a man conipicuoully great, he had all the
advantages of a liberal education, having
been broughtup, as it were at the feet of Ga-
maliel, early taught the languages, with the
liberal arts and fciences, at one of the moft
- refpeltable feminaries of learning on the
continent. By this means helaid in alarge:
fund of ufeful knowledge, which he applied
chietly to the fervice of the fantuary ; but
when need required, would alfo affift in
ftate affairs;  Inevery department, however,
he appeared in the character of a truly great
man.

4. If a benevolent heart indicates a great
man, and is a branch of his charatter, he
was happy in fharing largely of that ingre-
dient. He withed well to all mankind, was
a true patriot, his country’s faithful friend s
and exerted himfelf, 1o the utmoft of his
power, to promote its welfare. Hence
fome have, deridingly called him the fiery
patriot ; fuch men may enjoy their farcaim,
but they owe their thanks to fuch patriots
for the enjoyment they now have of liberty
and property in this ftate. “

5. 1f piety is to be taken into the defcrip-
tion, as the moft efiential part of a great
man’s chara@er, we doubt not but that our
dear decealed friend was poflefled of that in

D an
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an eminent degrec.  When he firlt received
the iteds of vital ptety, 1T cannot fay, but
probabiy it-was in early life; which might
induce his pious tather to devote lim to the
work of the nuniktfy. However, -his. reli-
gron added tuttreno atl s cther fhi ining ta-
teintsy quabiticd hinxtor grearer ul etulnels in
thesthurchoand waeokd, and rendered him
fuily, an-accomphibed man. It may not be
amils to.obterve s chat s achgzoua lentiments
WeTE L Open, stk amtd oenerous, builc upon
prmmplcs ot true: Catheloctin ; ; hot.intlu-
enced by bigotry ve.party ipint. . He thought
that rcllgxon hould be lert entirely .trcc,
ad that there fhoutd be no manner.6f.con-
ftraint upon the conlcience.. Heiwas of o-
pfmun shat thele was a iwile providerice in
pernditting people: tax think differently about
mades of worfhip, and therefore vahied good
mitn- ot everydenomination. But, great men
die’; theretore this valuable man 1s now no
T0ote among morials, Having Andhed his
work,. he tovk leave of the world.; and, at
hisrmatler’s: um aleended to the bnght re-
pione ot eternal -day, where he has ]omcd
the heavenly hotts, “and 1s now employed In
finging ‘anthems of praife, unto him. that
‘ha h loved us, and walhcd us nom Our fins
m b‘.xs own" blood

re, '
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Some, perhaps, will be defirpus of knosy
ing how our dear friend claled: the icene u}
lite. It is not in my power to indulge fuch
with I)&TDCQLH'S o .but [ fhatl gum you alhow
paragraph ot a letter from-a worthy. minis
fter *,.to the perfon moitinterefted: in ths
afflitive providece.  “ | wis with him,”
faith he, ¢ in his lalt ewmentss lus! hite
“.went gently from him, almditt: withonw. ¢
“ ftruggleor a groan.  He told:me, 10 al.
« moit the Jaft words he {pake; that his
“ mind was calm and ealy,. armd he was
“ willing to be gme.” oot Lol

The 1,65 which (h: bereayed: famxl fofs
tains, is inexpreffible and irfeparabie, Whé
can paint the diitrels o the:adibeted widows
labouring under fome peculidely aggravated
circumitances’ of weygaty - forrowe. - At
Pah]TUl diitance :from ner dear ¢ nnpmwm,
in his lait momenis. *No opporounity of
manifetting her teader care, or toothing His
forrows, D&puvcd ol tikihg the latt 1 farge
well, or recemng, in puiun, tus final blet-
finp.  Left 1in e care of five {mall chil-
dren, and three ancient ladies +, Wio hasl

D2 oo plau:d

* Pev, Richard Furman. ’
The two mothers of Mr, and Mre, Tcmcut m& th
widow of Dr. Finley, late prefident of Deince-town cotrent,
I\ew-jcxfcy. The 1aother of Mis. Tennent i1s fincs dead,

She wees avout feventy-thice years of oy, ¢f & pious churaller,.
but
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placed themfelves under the thadow of Mr.
Tennent’s wing. A heavy lofs to them all,
Yvery heart, not callous to diftrefs, muft
bear a fympathizing part in their forrow.
May God, who regards the prayer of the
deftitute, and hears the widow’s cry, help,
and relieve them.

His church alfo, now bereaved of its
paftor, muft feel thelofs. The whole con-
gregation muft be {enfibly affeéted. They
are as fheep without a {hepherd ; baving no
one ftatedly to break unto them the bread
of life. No more will they fee his face;
nor will they again hear the fweet accents of
his voice, founding the filver trumpet of the
gopel amongft them. O, what have they
done to provoke the Almighty thus tofmite
them ? May they fearch and try their hearts
and ways, that they may difcover the caufe
of God’s contending with them. And may
the Lord repair the breach, by fending them
a paftor after his own heart.

‘The country in general, has fuftained a
great lofs, by the much lamented death of
this valuable man. A more hearty triend
to the American ftates, and to the juft and

but laboured under a paralytic difarder, which rendered her ale

moft as helplefs as a child.  She furvived her fon-in-law

glghtcen duys, and it is thought the fhock of his death haftened
¢r ¢nd,

ne:
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neceffary meafures adopted by them, fof
fecuring their rights, doth not exift.  Tories,
or fuch as are inimical to the ftate, may,
probably, rejoice at his death; but thofe
who wifh well to the caufe of liberty, civil
and religious, will bewail it, asa great and
pubiic lofs. He had ajuft idea of the equal
rights of mankind, with regard to confcience
and religion ; and in a maiterly manner de-
tended thole rights, 1n the honourable houfe
of Affembly. His bencvolent heart was
much {ct upon procuring full and equal re-
ligious liberty, to all the inhabitants of the
ftate; it he had lived to fee this noble and
generous defign compleated, 1t would, no
doubt, have afforded him much pleature.,
1 hope that his death will not prevent its
being brought into effeét ; but that all our
reprefentatives, who with well to the defign,
will exert themielves for that purpofe. I
am clear in my opinion, that the peace, wel-
fare and happincefs of this ftate, depends
much upon our having our religious, as well
as civil liberty conftitutionally fixed. All
who have jult notions of freedom, and have
embarked in the glorious caule, will cer-
tainly expect this. Itis fo jult and equi-
table, that the meaneft citizen may demand
ity as bis right. It is our unalienable pro-
perty ; as much foas lunb or life; and we

cannot
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cannot difpofe of it, without being guilty of
great injultice to ourfelves, and impiety to
God. We hope therefore, that our repre-
fentatives will do juttice to their conftituents,
by fxing religious liberty on the broadeft
bottom, and the moit permancnt founda-
tion.

But to conclude. May we, my friends,
wifely improve the melancholy event,which
(not without reafon) we deplore, by con-
templating our morality, We fec that great
men die, and fo mutt we. But c¢h, bow
awtul to meet death in an unprepared ettate!
Should this be our cate, 1t would be better
neve. to have been borny or that we had
been brutes inftead of rattonal creatures.

O, finners ! itrive toenter 1n at the {trait
gpate.  Labour for the renovasion ot your
fouls ; and relt not without an 1nterelt n
Chrift. It this s obtained, your happineis
15 fecured, bur without ity 1n vuin will you
expect to enter into heaven,

And to the people of God, T would fay,
¢ Be ve alio readvy” having vour loins
girded about, your lamps trimmed, and your
hirhes burning s that lo you may be ready
to meet your Lord, when he comedh,

Were | to addrets my reverend biehren,
on this melancicly occalion, 1 would wk
the liberty to wnund thew, that fueing a

it
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great man, of their order, is fallen this day
in lirael, their work has increafed on their
hands ; and humbly advife them to engage
init, with renewed ardour, and redoubled
affiduity. May the ambaffadors of Chrift
be ftedfaft, unmoveable, always abounding
in the work of the Lord ; forafmuch as they
know their labour will not be 1n vain in the
Lord.

Finally, brethren, feeing the harveft is
grear, and the labourers tew and decrealing,
piay ye the Lord of the harvelt o raife up,
o lity, and fend forth many labourers into
his harvelt ; workmen, who fhall never need
be athamed, righily dividing the word of
tru:. .,

F I N I 8,






