BRIFF ACCOTUNT
0 F
THUE LIVFE

OF THE

Late Rev. CALEB SMITH, A.M.

Minifter of the Gofpel, at Newark Mountains ;
who died Odfober 22, 1762,

Cheifly extraCted from his Diary, and other
private Papers.

"

Heb. vi. 11, 12.  And we defire, that every one of you
" do fhew the [ame Diligence, to the full Affurance of
Hope unto the End: That ye be not flothful, but

Followers of them, who thbrough Faith and Patienco
inberit the Promifes.

v -
\ g

Y

‘WooDBRIDGE, in NEW-JERSEY :

Printed by JAMES PARKER, 1763.




L O 26 O 0 Ly
%;:fm*{:ém‘mwé LR%

gﬁ? f""};ﬁﬁo aa’fvam‘e the Divine Glory, and the beft
w8 g B Interefts of Mankind, /B,;uln’ be the zz!tz.
&%~ X% mate Defign and bngdz‘ End of every
ﬁagg‘af rational Creatures and as 'tis boped 1le
Life delineated in the enfuing Pages,
bas a happy Tendency to anfwer thefe valuable and
moft important Purpofes, it is apprebended a_ fufficient

Apology for its Publication,

When the Charallers of any eminently pious, are
exhibited to the World after their Deceafe, (and
confequently are our of the Reach of all bumane
 Applaufe or Contempt) they are firiking to Survivors
and folemnly affecting: All who have a true Relifh
Jor experimental Religion, muft be more or lofs pleafed,
in viewing the Ilufiration of it in the Life of M.
Smith; but they who were moft intimate with this
Servant of Gody, and bef knew his diffinguifted
Worth, muft find a more fenfible D¢light, and peculiar
- Satisfaétion s while thev mourn bis Abfence, they may
learn many profitable 1. q[/om 5 in bim was cxemplified,
and we may trace the various Exercijes of the Divine
Life, the true Temper, the chearful and fleady

Practtice of Chr /hamty However fome may e
difappointcd
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difappointed in this Performance, yet st is to be boped,
that Perfons of real Piety may find [omething wcll
worththeir Perufal; and be [weetly confirained Ly [o

brigit an Example, (who though be be dead, yet
_/pwkez‘b ) tolrveup to their Chrifiian Cbczraéfef

Should this Attempt be the Means of gaining any
Soul to Chrijt, o prove infirumental of advanciig
true Chrifitans in their Propre " Heavenward, it woud
more than compenfate the [)gﬁcu/ty z‘/mt bas attended
it,

)
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' A
BRIEF ACCOUNT

OF THR

Life of the Rev.Mr. CALEB SMITFL.

M

His Birth and Parentage.

M et Je 2R, CALEB SMiTH, was born on Long-
doXotocdockess,  Jfland, in the Province of New-York,
V$ k’:’: on the 29th Day of December, 1723,
| M 0.8 He was of a wealthy and -
: i honourable Family in the Town of
3 ¥ Brook-Haven. His Father’s Name

Tt X L% was William Smith 3  his Mother’s
Maiden Name was Hannab Sears.

The former Part of bis Life, and School-Learning.

IN early Life, Mr. Caleb Smith manifefted a
Sprightlinefs of Parts, and a more than common Difpo-
fition to Learning; which his Father encouraged by
putting him to a Grammar 8chool ; whence, after he
was well initiated in the Languages, he was fent to.
Yale-College, in Connelticut, Anno Domini 1739, in the
fifteenth Year of his Age. At College he made good
Proficiency in Learning ; eafily pafled through the feveral
Branches of Literature in which the Youth are there
inftructed, and took his firft Degree in the Year 1743.
He refided at College fome Time after his Graduation,
diligently purfuing his Studies, and ftoring up ufeful
Knowlege.

B His
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11is becoming Religious.

THE greac Things of Religion made ro decp
Impreffion o his Mind in his Youth, he charges himfelt
not only with the Follies and Imperfections of that Age,
but alfo with fome grofier Impietics.  Flis own Words
arc,® ¢ On a Day preceeding a facramental Occafion, I
¢ fat myfelf down to take a folemn Review of my pat
¢« Life, thatl might be afhamed and humbled in the Dyft
¢ tor all former Inftances of my aggravated Guilt: And
¢ I find upon Recolledtion, that my original Corruption
¢ and Depravity, very early d ufcovercd itfelf in feveral
¢ abominable . Ways of finning.* My Childlocd was
ftaincd with the following Sins. 1. Profanenefs ;
¢ taking the Name of God in vain, and ufing bad Lan-
‘guage,. which I was;addicted to till about the 16th or
17th Year of my Age, 2. Unchafte Defires and
hidden Abominations of - Heart ; tho* I hayé great
Caufe to blets the Name of God for his reftraining
Grice, who hath kept me back from the grofs Aéts of
Aduliery.. aud Fornication. 3. Falthood 4in fome
¢ Inftances, tho’that is what,. a3 far asIcan remember,
¢ I was'in generul reitrained from. 4. Difobedience to
¢ my Parents, - 5. Breaking, and not fantifying the
¢ Sabbuth. 0. Paffion and Ill-nature tcwards Lquals
¢ and Inferiors, .7. Muchofmy precious Time mifpent
¢in vain frethy Company, Diverfions, and Games.
< 8, Ircq.lﬂnt Omiffions of all fecret Pra/er, or pcr-
¢ formed in.a dull flighty Manner, together with a
¢ .carelefs Attendance upon the W orfhxp of God, both
¢ publick and private. g7 Grieving the Spirit of God;
| backﬂulm s from, and breaking my / Refolutions.”

Nt [
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* Thefe ChameJ a*xmﬂ: Mirafclf, were written after Le became
ferious ; and as he was always difpofed to look on h\mfm i the worft
Lxght, that e might be deeply wtietted vith Lis Siny tis probable he
hs faid more agiinkt himf &f than bis inoft ntimate Acquaintance
conld have charged him with,

When
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- 'When hewas at College, about the fixteenth Year of
his Age, at a Timeof remarkable Revival of” Religion,
he becaine ferious,  Divine Things made deep Impref-
fions on his Mind. His Convictions led him to a rational
View of the cvil and hateful Nature of Sin, and the
| Neceflity and I'xcellency of Tlolinefs; yet his Iixperiences

were by no Means {o clear and fatistaétory w6 Limfelf as

he defired. Ile did not think he had fuch clear Difceverics
and Iixperiences, as Perfons generally had, who became
religious at that remarkable Time; but he found his
- Soul was deliberately fixed on Divine Things, {tedfaftly

following after God, and aiming at his ‘Glory. s
Religion was not fo much in Imagination and " Affeétion,
as in th: Judgment and fteady Bentot - Soultoward God
and ipiritual Things. While in thefe Exercifes, he
opened his Mind to feveral Minifters, and converfed with
them about his fpiritual State; and notwitiftanding he
was in great Doubt as to his gracious State, yet he gave
good Satistaction to thofe Minifters, who were zealoufly
engaged in promoting experimental Religion.

His coming to New-Jerfcy, and entering into the
- Miniflry,

ABOUT the Time he took his fecond Degree, M.
Burr, of Newark, afterward Prefident of New-Fer/fey
College; having a large Latin School, and wanting a
Matfter to teach the Languages, being fenfible of the
Worth of Mr. Caleb Smith, wrote to him, and endea-
voured to obtain him for that Purpofe. Mr. Smith’s
‘Affairs would not allow him to come till Mr. Burr was
ctherways fupplied.  However, he at length came to
tilizabeth-Town, where he inftrufied a Number of young
(sentlemen in the learned  Languages, and ftudied
Divinity under the Direétion of that eminently great
Divine Mr. Jonathan Dickinfen. At length by his, and
fonie othar ncighbouring Minifters Advice, Mr. Smitd

Giered
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offered himfelf to Examination, and took Part.of Trial,
in order to be licenfed to preach as a Candidate for the
Miniftry. The feveral Parts of his T'rial difcovered his
Genius, his Learning, and Acquaintance with Divinity.
Athis laft Examination the Prefbytery’s Minute is this.
¢ The Prefbytery proceeded to further Trials of Mr.
¢ Smith, and after examining him in fyftematic and
¢ polemic Divinity, and a Work ot Grace on his own
¢ Heart, and after his adopting the #eftminfier Conteffion
¢ and Catechifms, as the Confeflion of his Faith, were
¢ fatisfied in all Parts of his Trial, and accordingly

¢ licenfed him to preach the Gofpel as a Candidate for ths
¢ Miniftry.’

After being thus licenfed by the Prefbytery of New-
York, in April 1747, he preach’d to good Acceptance
in feveral vacant Congregations; and about a Year after
hadat one and the fame Time, feveral unanimous Calls .
from different Places put into the Prefbytery, for him
to fettle in the Gofpel Mipiftry. He was fo little inclined
to chufe for himfelf, that he was very defirous the
Prefbytery thould determine which Call he fhouid accept :
But as they for good Reafons altvays decline fuch a Thing,
he at length accepted the Call from Newark-Mouniains,
and was ordained there November, 30, 1748.

His Views of the Minifiry, bis Pulpit Perfor-
mances, &c.

HE look’d upon the Miniftry as the moft folemn and
awful Office with which Men are invefted, attended with
the moft important Confequence to Mankind. It much
affe¢ted him, to think it would be either a Savour of Life
unto Life, or of Death unto Death to others; and that
Minifteys muft give an Account of the Souls committed
to their Care. fe took the Ordination Vows with great
Solemnity, and when he was conftcrated to the paftoral

- Office,
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Off.ce, he applied himfelf to his arduous but pleafant
Work with Diligence and Fidelity. *T'was a Principle
with Lim, notto ferve God with lame and defective
Sacrifices, or prefent him Offerings that coft him nought;
endeavoured thro’ the Aids of Divine Grace to bring
beaten Oil for the Light of the Sanétuary: He thoughe
it moft proper for young Minifters to write their Scrmons ;
hence for .fome Years atter he was ordained, he always
‘wrote his Difcourfes at large: He took much Pains with
his Sermons, and was very methodical, fuppofing that
Method very much affifted the Memories of his Hearers :
He could not approve the Pratice of entertaining an
Audience with an uninterrupted Harangue: He was
abundant in preaching, in Seafon and out of Seafon; it
being common for him, in fome of the laft Years of his
Life, to preach once, and fometimes twice in the Weck
when at Home; and at thefe private Lectures, he com-
monly preach’d . without Notes. Few Men were better
able to fpeak in the extempore Way than he; in the
latter Part of his Life, he not only practifed ic, but
-approved of it ; tho’ he was far from being an Enthufiait,
and efteemed it Prefumption to neglet due Preparation,
in Hope that the Spirit would fupply all in Time of
fpeaking ; yet he was remarkable tor relying on God for
his Help on fuch Occafions; and he often mentions his
experiencing . the Divine Helpin Time of Need, ard
fails not to acknowledge it with Gratitude. Somc of his
Sentiments on fuch Occafions are exprefled as follows.
¢ Muft fix on a Subjeét to fpeak from in the Afternoon;
¢ the Lord diret and help :-----Preach’d in the Meeting-
¢ Houfe from P/al. xxii. 4. Was much afraid of being
¢ ftraitned, but had much Freedom and Comfort in the
¢ Exercife; blefled, for ever blefled, be God for fuch
¢ Favours,’----again,---¢ Had confiderable Freecom and
¢ Enlargement in fpeaking ; for which I defire to blefs and
¢ praife the Name of God: I defire to take Encourage-
¢ ment from whatI have experienced this Day, not w

¢ givc
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¢ give over extempore Preaching; the Lord help me to
“uult in him, as knowing that in him are all my
¢ Springs.’---aguin,----¢ I defire to acknowledge, to the
¢ Glory of God, that I had a good Meafure of Freedoin,
¢ and was enabled to fpeak with a Degree of Life ard
¢ Fervour; and believe upon the whole, that what I faid
< was betrter calculated to do Good, than if I had deli-
< yvered a more accurate written Dilcoyrie.” »

As. a Speaker,

, ¢ o

HIS Voice was clear, audible, and agrecable; he
had indeed fomewhat of a Monotony ; notwithftanding
which Impertc€tion, there was fomething very fweet
and pleafant in his Delivery.  He always difliked a very
noify and boifterous Behaviour in the Pulpit ; yet was
commorly very alrectionate and fervent, as well as grave
and iolemn in his Difcourfes; he was too fparing in
Action and proper Geftures, which was a natural Defect
he knew not well how to remedy; yet he in Principle,
~ difliked much theaiiical Appearance in the Pulpit.

- After he was feized with his nervous and wvertiginous
* Diforders, his Pulpit Appearances were at Times not fo
“agreeable ; he being often obliged to hold by the Defk to
fupport himf{elt. | | | S
His Pulpit Style was eafy and intelligible, far from
being low and pucrile, agrecable to Perfons of the beft
Judgiment, yet adapted to the mcaneft Capacity: The
only Sermon which he publithed, being that on the Deach
of Prefident Burr, was compoled at a Time when he
was much aficéted with his nervous Diforders, and
thercfore probably not a proper Specimen of his ordinary
Style.  On that Occafion he writes thus: ¢ lHave been
« employed in my Study, particularly in preparing a
- ¢ Funeral Sernion, (¢, but have been troubled withgan
¢ unconquerable Dullnefs end Inaptitude for Study, wh}ich
¢ hing
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¢ has exercifed me for feveral Weeks palt.’---- again,---¢ I
¢ drag on very heavily in the Sermon ; my Faculties arc
¢ at prefent excccdmo!y dull 3 this has been an humbling
¢ Bulinefs to me; ’tis inconceivable what Difficulzy I have
¢ met with in the Compofition of this one Diicourfe;
¢ "T'ime has been when I could have wrote out (I fuppoie)
| ¢ near ten Difcourfes at large, while I have had this in
i ¢ Hand; my ‘Straits here fometimes fesm to me a perfect

| Myf*cryf

Notwuhﬂ:andmg his Diforders much affe@ed him at
Tnmes, yetin general he compofed with great Readines,
| His Pen ran with peculiar Swiftnels upon almoft any
| Subje& and upon any Occafion.

ﬂ’" E’“" cifes of bis Mind, awith Re@be,. to bis
B P”M’Ck Performances. o

A'S he was truly a Man of Prayer, fo efpccially he
implored Divine Affiftance for his Pulpit Preparations.---
In the Day of his Study he ufed often to fall on his Knees,
and fomstimes proftrate with his Mouth in the Dutft,
requeiting the Aid of the Spmt of God ; he often prayed
‘over his Difcourfes before they appeared in publick.
Befides' his ordinary Devotion, he ufed to fpend fome
Time on Saturday Evening, pleading and wreftling with
God for his Affiftance on the Sabbath : This was alfo his
Praftice on the Morning of that Holy Day, in fuch
Language as this; ¢ I pray that I may be kept from
¢ Prefumpt.o 1, and that I may wait diligently upon God
¢ for his Help and Grace.”

Onthe Way from his own Dweliing to the Houfe of
(sod, it was his Cultom (unlefs interrupted by Company)
to breathe out his Soul in Prayer, acknowledging his
Weaknefs, Infufficiency, and Unworthinefs to ipc 2k in
the Name of Chrift, and pleading that for the Glory of

the
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the Divine Perfetions, the Intereft of Religion, and the
Good of immortal Souls, God would give him Strength
and a Door of Utterance, and attend his Word with
Power. |

Notwithftanding Lis Diligence and Prayerfulnefs in
preparing for the Pulpit, he had a deep Senfe of his
Weaknels and Unworthinefs, and thought himfelf and
his Services very mean. ¢ I am a poor, guilty, wotthlefs
¢ Creature, unfit to appear in the Sanctuary of God,
¢ much more to fpeak for him.” He {ometimes went
_ from the Pulpit with great Abafement ‘and Shame, with
an Averfion to fee or fpeak to-any Perfon, through an

Apprehenfion of the Meanefs of his Performances.

After publick Service he commonly fpent fome Time
in Retirement, bewailing his Imperfections, returning
unteigned Thanks to God for carrying him through the
Labours of the Day, and for Liberty and Enlargement
in fpeaking if he had any, and praying that a Blefling
might follow his Labours. Some ot his own Words on
fuch Occafions are as follow. ¢ To the Lord would I
* commit my poor Labours in the Miniftry; O for
¢ Grace to be both faithful and fuccefsful through Jefus
¢ Chrift.---Was exceeding dull, and more than commonly
¢ heavy, before I began the Exercife; but defire to
¢ acknowledge to the Praife of God, had confiderable
¢ Freedom and Enlargement both in  Prayer and
¢ Preaching: I defire to take Encouragement in the Way
¢ of Prayertulnefs, and trult in God; O that God would
¢ quicken me in his Service; I wait, O Lord, forthy
¢ Salvation through Jefus Chrift.---Had a very numerous
¢ Aflembly, but havegreatr Reafonto be athamed that I wos
‘ fo much enfnared with the Fear of Man; my Pertor-
¢ mances were all dull to myfelf, apd I believe were fo to
¢ every Body elfe: O fora Senfe of God, and the infinite
¢ Moment of eternal ‘Things, when I am called to the

service of the Sanctuary.----Sought Gou’s Help in the
¢ Dutics
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¢ Duties of my facred Calling, alone in the Field with
¢ fome Degree of Earneftnefs: Preach’d from Prow. ii. 4.
¢ Had a confiderable Degree of Freedom and Engaged-
¢ nefs: The Audience attentive, and fomewhat affected:
¢ Laus Deo. O that from this Day’s Lxperience, I
¢ might be ftirred up to feek more carneftly to God tor
¢ his Help, when I am about to fpeak in Publick.------- I
¢« came Home mortified and humbled, under a Senfe of
¢ the Poverty and Meannefs of my Performances, in the
¢« Houfe of God; O. for an Heart to feek earneftly the
¢ Help of God, in the Difcharge of my Miniftry : Lord

¢ pour on me a Spirit of Prayer and Supplication: I am
<oftenin aDay on my Knees, but alas, my wretched
¢ Heart is indevout; . Q when will Thmgs mend with me:
¢ Lord appear for the Help and Deliverance of a poor
¢ Wretch, that is burdened with a Body of Sin and
¢ Death.-----1 defire with my whole Heart to blefs God,
¢ who has given me a.comfortable Day; O that his
¢ Blefling may follow my Endeavours;----I defire with
< unfeigned T'hankfulneis, to acknowledge the Goodnefs
¢ of God, in ﬁrengthnmg me in my great Work; O that
¢ he would blefs and fucceed my Labours.--—--I defire
¢ with all Humblenefs of Mind, to acknowledge the
¢ Divine Goodnefs to me, who enabled me with fome
¢ Freedom and Engagednefs, togo through the publick
¢ Excercifes of the Day: O that the Blefling of God

¢ Almighty, might attend my poor Labours, among the
¢ People of my Charge.’

His pafloral Vifits.

He was abundant in vifiting his People; was no Stran-
ger in their Families, but taught from Houfe to Houlfe:
When b was about to make his Vifits, he ufually com-
mitted himfelf to God, fet apart fome Time in fecret, . to

implore Divine Aﬂ’x&ance, and that he might do fome
Good by vifiting ; and v.lnlc. he pafled from Houfe to
¢’

Foule,
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Houfe, he often lifted up his Heart to the Father of
Lights and Mercies, that he might fay fomething bene-
ficial, to the Perjons with whom he fhould converfe.
Befides this, there is often mention in his Diary, of his
turning afide out of the Path into the Woods, or fome
convenient Place, and there pouring out his Soul to God,
intreating a Blefling on the Berfons in the Houles where
he was going: When he has-had Difficulty to begin or
carry on religious Difcourfe, he fays, he has often found
Relief and Freedom, by a fhort ejaculatory Prayer. His
Method of vifiting will further appear, by a Specimen
that {hall hereatter be tranicribed from his Journal.

His Catechifing.

He was deeply fenfible how very important it was, to
have young Ones early and well inftructed in the Prin-
ciples of Religion; and therefore was abundant in
Catechetica Exercifes. - He ufed fometimes to -catechife
the Children of the Family where he vifited; and often
at his Lectures, in the different Parts of his Congre-
gaton, he catechiled the young Ones prefent, before he
preached: But he found it very difficult, to get the
Youth that were grown up, to attend chatechiling on
Week-Days; therefore he undertook this Part of Inftruc-
tion, on the Afternoon of the Sabbath, when the
publick Exercifes were ended. His Method throughout
the Summer Seafon, was, to divide the young Part of
his Charge, into three Clafles, Children, young Women,
and young Men: The Children, that i, thofe from 6
0. 7 Yuurs of Age, to 12 or 13, heufed tocatechife on
one Evening, the young Women on another, and the
young Men on athird; and at thofe Sexfons, he generally
had from 50 to an 100 of each Clafs. Thefe were
Seafons that he highly prized, not only for inftructing
the Yourh in the Principles of Religion. but becaufe he
had fuch fpecial Opportunity to addrels them; in palrti-

cular,
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cular, upon the great Concerns of their Souls and
Eternity.--- This Practice he began foon after his Settle-
ment in the Miniftry, and maintained it to his Death;
and found great Benefit from it: His ufual Method was,
to afk them firft a Queftion out of the Affembly’s
Catechifm, which he eftcemed a valuable Summary of
religious Principles ; and then fome Queftions contained,
or naturally arifing, from what he had afked; concluding
all in a praétical Addrefs, urging and exhorting them to
comply with the great Things of Religion.

His judicious and prudenf Management of bis
Church. - »-

HIS natural Powers were above the ordinary Level,
his Underftanding quick and penetrating, and his Memory
tenacious; but he was peculiarly endowed with an

excellent Judgment.

His Prudence and judicious Condutt in difficult
Affairs, was very remarkable: He had an happy Talent
of healing Differences among his People, and {carce ever
had any Thing brought to a Church Seffion, throughout
the whole Time of his Miniftry : He looked upon fuch a
Judicature in the ‘Church as ufetul, but to be ufed as
feldom as poffible: To have Weekly or Monthly Seffions,
he confidered as the Parent of Contention, Difference, and
Ill-Blood; and the more f{requently they were held, the
more Bufinefs they would have: The I'requency of
Church Seffions therefore he omitted; and yet there was
a remarkable Harmony, Concord, and Satisfaction in
his Congregation, during the whole Courfe of his
Miniftry.

His Prudence and agreeable Temper, appear alfo
under perfonal Injuries; a few Inftances out of many,
are as follows, from his Diary.

¢ te
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* He got warm, and feemed fomewhat difgufted at
‘ me; I defireto blefs God 1 could bear it with Calmnefs,

¢ without being irritated at him, whofe Infirmity it is to |
¢ be too much heated, when Things go contrary to his

[ L]

¢ At another Time, was told of fome Difcourfe of an
* unhappy temper’d Perfon againt me; which I could
¢ bear without Tumult or IIl-Will : T defire to blefs God,
¢ I feel not difpofed to return Evil for Evil. . ,

Upon  being injurioufly reprefented, he has thjs -
Remark: <Had a further Trial of my Patience and
© Forgivenefs, occafioned by fome unkind Things, which
¢ I'was informed, were faid of me. Why thould I not be
¢ contented to pafs through evii Report, as well asgood
¢ Report; and fince my great Lord and Mafter was called
¢ Beelzebud, fthould I think much to be called Beelzebub,

£ the God of Ekron 2’

His Succefs in the Minifiry. |

THROUGHOUT the whole Time of his Miniftry,
there has been a furprifing Deadnefs in the Things of
Religion; a Seafon of general Backfliding and Defec-
tion through the Land; and his People partook of the
fpreading Degeneracy, notwithftanding all his Labour
and Pains: “So that there was no remarkab]e Revival of
Religion, during the Time of his Muniftry,

At various Times, there was fome Shaking among
the dry Bones of the Valley; but thefe hopeful appear-
ances foon vanithed; o that he often complained, that
he almoft laboured in vain, and fpent his Strength for
Nought, however there was nothing that made any
confiderable Shew, Appearance, or Noile ; yet there
were a Number of hopetul Converfions, under his Mini-
firy, from Time to Time; many who attribate their firit
- Thoughtfulne(s to the means adminiftered by him, fhew
themicelves judicious and pious Chriftians: And as often

as

¢
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as his Adminiftrations were blefled, how exceeding
thankful was he! He thoughtit well worth all his Labour,
to be the Inftrument of the Converfion of one Soul; yet
was inftrumental of the Converfion of feveral: But
elpecially bleffed in feeding the Lambs and Sheep, and
in edifying the body of Chrift. He ufed to mourn in
Secret for his People, that they remained Dead,
Carelefs, and Secure, perfifting in the Way to Mifery,
notwithftanding all his Endeavours to reclaim them. His
want of Succefs ufed to opprefs him deeply, fo that
at Times, he almoft difpaired of doing any Good; but
his Support was, that God had put him in the Miniftry,
and thathis Name would be glorified by him.

His Diary and. private Writings.

FROM the Time he entered into the Miniftry, he
wrote occafionally on Days of privateFafting, and on
his Birth Day, and fome other Seafons: But it does not
appear that he kept a regular Journal, till the laft five
Years of his Life: During which Time, he was very
conftant in recording the Manner of fpending his Time,
‘providential Occurrances, pious Reflettions, and the
~ Exercifes of his own Soul. By thefe Writings it appears

~that his Mind was conftantly inclined to Divine Tlhings,
_and pious Reflections, and that his converfation was in
Heaven. Notwithftanding there are many Extraéts from
his private Papers, in this Publication; vet ’tis thought
it may be acceptable, to tranfcribe his Journal, as it
ftands for the Space of a Week or ten Days, at two
different Times.

The firft Specimen fhews bim at Home, and among
the People of bis Charge, and is as jfollowes.

¢ Lord’s Day Evening, March 5, 1755. Preach’d

¢ both Parts of the Day without Notes, from 1 Cor. 1X.
¢ 26. The Affembly very large: Not fo much Freedom
¢ s
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¢ as ] have fometimes had of late: Thanks be to the
¢ Name of God, that I had any Libcrty: O I want more
¢ Life, Fervour, and Engagednefs in the Ways of God :
“ Lord thou canft give me more affeting Views of
¢ Religion: [For Chrift’s Sake hear my Prayers for Grace,

¢ and quicken me according to thy Word.’ ‘

¢ Monday Evening, March 6. Rofe pretty early,
“read a Chapter in the Greek Teftament:---Converfed
¢ fome with poor Mr. B.----Difcompofed.---Spent Part of
¢ the Forenoon with Mr. A4----b, and read over the Cha-
¢ ralter of Prefident Burr in Manufcript with him:---In
¢ the Afternoon, made a fhort Vifit at B. P’s, and attended
 upon the Funeral of an aged Man, 7. P. blefled be .
¢ God for fome Freedom in Exhortation and Prayer, on
¢ that Cccafion: May a Divine Blefling attend what was
¢ faid, and may Survivors fuitably lay the Providence to
¢ Heart. After thisvifited at S. F's, T. F’s, and §-----5;
¢ was enabled to fay fomething upon Divine Things to
¢ them all: O how many Opportunities have I neglected,
¢ inattempting to ftir yp my People inthis Way; the
¢ Lord forgive me, and help me to more Zeal, Affettion,
¢ and Faithfulnefs for the future. ’Tis pleafant difcourfing
¢ on Religion with a warm Heart, but when otherwife,
¢ alas! alas! what Drynefs, and hew little Likelihood of
¢ doing Good : The Lord ip infinite. Mercy give me an
¢ enlarged Heart, inall the Ways of Godlinefs. Amen.
¢ So may it be.’ |

¢ Tuefday Evening, Marchy. Vifited this Day at
¢ 8. Ps, and his Mother-in Law’s; at B. M’s, D. P,
¢ ¥. P’s, and M. B’s, then rode to Newark ; and on my
¢ Return vifited at P. and E. C’s; was enabled to fay
¢ fomething for God I hope in every Houfe:---The
¢ Lord tollow all with his Blefling, through Jelfus
¢ Chiift. %
¢ Wednefday
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| ¢ Wednefday Evening, March 8. Have Reafon to
| ¢be athamed and deeply humbled, at the Confideration
| ¢ofexceeding Vilenefs: O wretched Man! When fhall I
¢ obtain a Victory over the Sins that do eafily befet !------
¢ Vifited at 7. and 7. F’s; at . H.and §. O’s; at ¥. B.
¢ ¥. H. and D. R’s :---Preach’d this Afternoon at Spring-
¢ field, from Fer. viii. 20. Ex Tempore: Thanks be
¢ given to God for any Freedom. Vifited at D. B. and
¢ R-----5, in my return Home; asalfo at /. §’s. Flave
¢ been in a miferable dull Frame moft of the Day: O
¢ quicken me Lord, according to thy Word.’

¢ March 9. This Day wrotein the Morning fome
¢ Minutes of the Prefbytery into the Book ; and the
¢ Remainder of the Day and Evening, was {pent in fettling
¢ fome College Accounts, in Company with Meflieurs
¢ G.and B. with Mr. S.----Had a ftrange Deadnefs, and
¢ much Inattention and Wandering, in fecret and Family
¢ Devotion: O for’more of a devout Frame of Mind !---
¢ The Lisrd deliver me from vain Thoughts.’

¢ March 1o. The Forenoon fpent in Company with
¢ Meflrs. G-----# and B.-----The latter Part of the Day
¢ fpent in Reading; rather more engaged in Devotion,
¢ than when among Company : O that I could learn the
¢ happy Art, of keeping an Heart affected with Divine
¢ Things, at all Times, and in all Companies.’

¢ Saturday, March 11. This Day as ufual, fet apart
¢ for Fafting and Prayer by myfelf.----I defire to lament,
¢ that I have not fuch an affecting Senfe of my Lofs, in
¢ the Death of my dear Wife, as fome Time paft; nor
¢ fuch movings ot Heartin the Concerns of Religion.----
- ¢My old, impoverithing, fpiritual Enemy, gricvoufly
¢ befets me: O when fthall I obtain Deliverance, trom this
“ Body of Sin and Death! I fear, I greatly fear, I fhall
¢ lofe the Benefit of my long and diftrefling Affliction :’ ;

¢ WOU
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“would yet feek, as I think I have heartily done for .
¢ Months, that I may not remain unpurged, but might'
“ come out of T'ribulation, as Gold tried inthe Iire,-----
‘Omy vile Heart, when wile thou alter? Lord, thou
‘ knowelt my Weaknefs, appear for my Help, and
¢ afford fuch Communications of thy Spirit and Grace, |
¢ as thou feelt that tiiy needy Condition requires.

¢ Tam indeed a poor. miferable Creature, overfpread
¢ with a toul Leproly; and find by fad Lxpericnce, that
‘in me, that is, in my Flefh, there dwells no good |
“ Thing: O for the Experience of the abundant Sufhi- §
¢ ciency of the Grace of Chritt! This Lord is my Heart's
¢ Defire, and miy daily Requeflt to thee. Hear my -
¢ Pravers tor Grace, O Liord, ‘for the dear Redeemer’s
¢ Sake, hearand anfwer, Amen.’ S

¢ Lord’s Day Evening, March 12. Had fome Freedom
¢ in the Morning, in complying with the Memorial for-a
¢ Concertof I’rayer, betwixt the Hoursof Sevenand Lignt :
¢ Endeavoured to get my Heartin fome Frame for publick
¢ lixercife, but had a“dull heavy Day, and confiderably
¢ funk with the Thoughts of having made fuch broken
¢ Work in Preaching.---In the Forenoon preach’d from
¢ thele Words, in Ifa. lix. 5. They batch Cockatrice Eggs,
¢ gid weave the Spiders Web: Inthe Afternoon from the
¢ two firft Verfes of the fame Chapter; both arts of the
‘Day extempore: My hard Heart fomewhat more
¢ affe€ted with a Senfe of Divine Things: Inthe Evening
¢ vifited Mr. M. and hope not quite in vain. |

¢ Had fome Converfation on the moft important
¢ Things: O for an Heart more warm with Religion !
¢ This 1 think is what I really defire; and this is what
¢ would make my facred Work pleafant : O when will my
¢ bad Heart mend! Often thronged with vain {illy Ima-
¢ ginations: L.ord, help me to refift, and to ule my
¢ utmoft Lindeavours, that thefe Birds of Prey may be
¢ drove from the Sacrifices:.--Bleffed Saviour, heal my
¢ diftemper’d Soul.’ ¢ Monday
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¢ Monday Evening, March 13. This Day had a
¢ Difpolition to frequent Prayer, but I delire to mourn
¢ the Want of Engagednefs and Fervor in Devotion:
¢ Spent Part of the Day in recording prefbyterial
¢ Minutes :---Read fome:---This Afternoon fpent par*’,
¢in Company with a Couple of Friends; and I have
¢ Caufe to be athumed, that Iimproved the Opportunity
¢ for religious Converfe no better.  Went out this
¢ Evening, and vifited at R. H's, § H's, jun. and at
¢ N. i's: I defire to. be thankful, had fome Freedom
¢ for religious Converfation, at each Houfe; and fome
¢ Degree of Engagednefs and Enlargement at the youn-
¢ geft Farnily:---It was in Anfwer tq Prayer :----Glory to
¢ Divine Grace :---I pray God blefs what was faid. I have
¢ experienced at feveral Times, myfelf greatly ata Lofs,
¢ how to introduce religious Converfation; but after a
¢ thort Fjaculation, have found my Mouth as it were
¢ opened ; may I remember this thankfully, and continue
. toapply to God in this Way, in fuch Cafes.’

¢ Tuefday Evening, March 14. Slepttoo late this
¢ Morning, whereby precious Time was walted: Tran-
¢ fcribed prefbyterial Minutes, and read fome:---This
¢ Afternoon went out; vifited at 7. 27s, and found his
¢ fecond Daughter under deep Concern about her Soul,
¢ and exercifed with fore Temptations; fhe told me the
¢ Sight of my poor Wife’s Corps, gave her the firft
¢ Shock: The L.ord appear for her, and mgke a faving
¢ Difcovery of Chrift to her Soul: 1 defire to blefs God,
¢ there appears more religious Concern among Numbers
¢ of my People, than heretofore:---O that God would
¢ revive and carry on his Work among us! Vifited alfo
¢at D. §’s, and then preach’d extempore at §----s5, from
¢ thefe Words in the 3d of Fob: There the Wicked ceafs
¢ from troubling, and there the Weary are at Reft. O that
¢ God would inftrut and quicken me to my great Work!
¢ Hear, O Lord, my Prayer for Grace, through Jefus
“ Chritt.  Amen. D ¢ Wednelday




| 18 ] ,

¢ Wednefday Evening, March 15.  Tranfcribed !
¢ prefbyterial Minutes in the Morning:----Endeavoured
¢ to comply with the Delign of the Concert for Prayer:--
¢ Befought the Lord for his Prefence and Help, it vifiting |
‘a Number of my People:---Crofled the Mountains,
¢and vifited at 7. L’s, who feldom attends’ publick !
¢ Worthip; difcourfed his Wife on the Head of Religion,
¢ but could not get an Opportunity to fee him,----Vifited }
¢ the Widow B-----, the Widow W#-----, ,§. W :---Called |
¢ at the Door of §. B. but no Body at Home, for which
¢ I was forry; asthere was a fpecial Reafon for difcourfing
¢ the Woman of that Houfe.---Vifited at . O’s, and at |
¢« P. A’s, whofe Wife is unwell, and afked me to pray
¢ for her:---Towards Night, preached fine Notis at D.C’s,
¢ from thofe Words in the 4thof F0b: Evenas I bave
¢ feen, they that plow Iniquity, and fow Wickednefs, reap
< the fame. 1 defire to praife God, had fome kreedom
¢ and Engagednefs in preaching:---The Lord grant his
¢ Blefling on my poor Endeavours:---Was enabled in my
¢ feveral Vifits, to attempt folemn Difcourfe.’
- ¢In riding through the Woods, had fome earneft
¢ Longings of Soul after Grace and Warmth 'in Religion,
« with a full Perfuafion, that God could, and that he
< alene could give it me; and in that Confidence, was
< enabled on Horfeback, to cry to him for it with Teears.
¢ Vifited below the Mountains, in going up, at 7. D’s,
¢ and in my Return at #/-----s, but not much I fear to
¢ any religious Purpofe at ecither Place:---Lord, fit me
<morc and more for my great Work; engage and
¢ profperme in it, for Chrift’s Sake.’ |

The following Specimen, fhews bis Method of

Writing, when Sfourneying.

¢« Thurfday, April 20, 1758. After Ten o’Clock
¢ fet out from Princetown, andabout Nine at Night, got
¢ 1Q
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< to Simonfon’s Ferry, on Staten-Ifland, where I lodged:
< O how difficult to maintain a Senfe of Religion in

¢« Company; though I had fome profitable Converfation
¢« with Mr. /. on the Road.’

¢ Friday, April 21. Rofe early, had a pleafant
¢ Paffage over the Ferry:---Spent 3 or 4 Hours with Mr.
¢ §--nn- at Famaica:---Got to Brother Smith’s, at Smith-
¢« Town, ¢ o'Clock at Night; much fatigued:---My
¢ little Daughter N---- wept for Joy when I came in i----
« I blefs God, fhe and the Family were well.’

¢ Saturday, April 22. Had a Meflenger came early
¢ tothe Houfe, with the Tidings, that the Wife of my
¢ Brother was fuppofed to be near her End; her Relations
¢« were fent for; Brother Smith, with two of his Sifters, .
¢ came in Company ; at Coram, we heard the mourn{ul
¢ Tidings, that poor Sifter Smith was no more:---We
¢ came to South toward Evening, and found a moft
< forrowful Houfe at my Brothers; his Wife's Parents
¢« were with him full of Grief:---Sifter Smith died this
¢ Day, about 4 in the Morning; fhe had been in Bed
¢ with her fecond Child about :10 Days, and was carried
¢ off by a Fever; fhe was not quite 23 Years of Age,
¢ has left a Son, and Infant Daughter:---O what awful
¢ Havock does Dezth make! How remarkable, that I
~ ¢ thould be btought here, juft ata Time to mourn with
¢ my poor bereaved Brother :--O that it might be better for
“me, thanto have come to an Houfe of Rejoicing! May
« T lay it to Heart as I ought to do; may the Lord fanttify
¢ it to all of us nearly concerned in it:-.-My Heart not fo
¢ much moved, as I defired it fhould be.’

¢ Lord’s Day, April 23. The Aflembly metin my

¢ Brother’s Houfe; Mr. R----s preach’d a good Sermon
< in the Forenoon, and baptifed my Brother’s Motherlefs
¢ Infant; an affeéting Sight, as the Corpfe of the Mother,
¢ then
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¢ then lay ina Coffin jult before us:---The Body was,
¢ interred not far from the Houfe, betwixt Meetings :---
¢ My Brother, and the other near Relatives, were much
¢ affected ; but none mourned fo paflionately as the aged
¢ Father. Ipreached in the Afternoon, without Notes,
¢« from er. viii. 20. pretty much ftraitned in Sermon,
¢ though [ had fome Freedom in the firft Prayer:---The
¢ Lord forgive what was amifs, and fanétify the mournful’ §
¢ Solemnity, and whatever was faid on the Occafion, to” |
< all prefent. O that I had more Life and Engagednefs
¢ in the Work and Ways'of God ! 1 have wondered at my
‘ being no more moved, and animated by this awful
¢ Providence.” B |

¢ Monday, April24, Prayed in both Familics, as I
¢ have done; every Morning and Evening, fince I have
¢ been here:---Have admired all along, at the becoming
< Behaviour -of Mrs. §---2b, the Mother of my poor
< Sifter, under this fore Bereavement:---Took Leave of
<« Numbers of our Relatives, and of'the Relatives of the
¢ Deceafed; who fat out for their refpetive Homes.”

¢ Tuefday,. April 25, About 12 o'Clock, fatout for
< Southampton, called upon an old Acquaintance or two
¢ at Morichees; endeavoured to.fay fomething that might:
"< tend to excite them, to make fpeedy Preparation for
¢ Death and Eternity, in both Houfes.---Found good
¢ Brother C---r at Quaag ;, he rode with me to Soutbampion,
¢ and we had much agreeable Converfation by the Way,
¢and not a little on the beft Subjeéts. Reached my
< Brother’s Houfe in.the Evening: Praife be to God.’

¢ Wednefday, April 26. Spent Part of the Forenoon
¢ in Company with. Mr, /. who came to fee me:--Dined
¢ at Mr. #’s; made a Vifit to a Daughter ot my Brather’s,
« whois married, and at a few other Houfes;--.Spent the
¢ Evening agreeably with Mr. /7, who was fo good as to
¢« make us another Vifit,” ¢ Thurfday,
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. ¢ Thurfday, April 27. Took Leave of my Brother’s
¢ Family pretty early, and fat out for my Mother’s; had
¢ my Brother’s Company, to the Path which leads to
¢ Quaag, where we parted very affectionately, and I hope
¢ in fome Meafure as became Brethren and Chriftians.
¢ Dined at 7. §’s, made a Vifit to Mr F---4’s Children;
¢ only two of them at’ Home; endeavoured to fay fuch
¢ Things, as I fhould defire a Friend of mine, fhould fay
¢ to my Children, were I deceafed:---O that what [ faid,
‘might be attended with the Divine Blefling! The
¢ Lord-have Mercy on all thef Children of my departed
¢ Friends, and give them Grace, which willbe a Portion
¢ infinitely prefcrablé to all their Wealth.---Made a Vific
“at 7. Ws, faw none of the Family but his Wifg; I hope
¢ did not quite forget the Chriftian and Miniﬁe%al Cha-
¢rater there; fhe appeared in a penfive Ffame, on
¢ Account of her eldeft Son’s going into the Army,
¢ which gave me a good Opportunity to introduce religious
¢ Difcourfe :---O that'1 could learn the Divine Art, of
¢ improving Converfation for God and Eternity! Reached
¢ my Motlier’s in good Seafon:---Have had a pleafant
¢ Journey:-----O that I had been more f{piritual and
¢ heavenly !’ o |

- ¢ Friday, April 28. Spent the Forenoon in Company
¢ with my Mother, Brother, and Niece H. M, who
¢ appears to be a fenfible and religioufly difpoled young
¢ Woman:---Inthe Afternoon made a Vifitto Mr. R--¢'s,
¢ but’he was from Home; my Brother was my Com.
¢ pany; have Reafon to be athamed, that the. Converfa-
¢ tion was no more [piritual, efpecially confidering the
¢ J]ate awful Providence.’

¢ Saturday, April 29. Was prevented from fetting out
¢ for the Old-Man’s, in my Way Homecward, by a violent
¢ Storm : Had fome ufeful Converfation with my Mother,
¢ &c. but not fo much as I might have had, had my
¢ wretched Heart been more rightly turned :---O for a
¢ more devout Lrame, when abroad!’ ¢ Lord's




[ 22 ]

¢« Lord's Day, April 30. Took an affe€tionate Leave
¢ of my Mother, Brother, &c. after we had joined
< togcther in Family Prayer, in which I had fome Frcdom
¢ ana Enlargement. Rode alone to the Old Man’s,
« with a View of preaching, but got there too late for
¢« the Forenoon LExercile: Preachd in the Afternoon, a
¢ written Dxfcourfc, trom obn ii. 3. Except a Man,be
¢ bori again, be cannot fee the Ki ngdom of God. Had
¢ {ome Freedom in fpeaking extempore, towards the Clofe :
¢ Praife to God.-----C thar the Divine Blefling mxght ,,
« accompany what was faid! Have had fomething of a
¢« Fever for feveral Days.”

¢« Munday, May 1. Concluded to Tpend this- Day,,
¢ with my Hrother-in-Laws and two Sifters, and my
¢ fecond Daughter, who is well forwarded in Reading and
¢ Jearping to Work: O that [ was thankful to God, for
¢ the iavourable Circumftances I find my two Children
¢in, on this lfland! Had fcveral of the Neighbours in
¢ to fee me:--Vifited at 4. M’s, who has a Daughterin a
¢ diftrefled Condition, particularly with a Diforder in her
¢ Eyes, which threatens the total Lofs of Sight: I felta
¢ confiderable tender Compaffion towards her, endeavoured
¢ to {peak comfortabiy to her, as the is hopefully a Child
¢ of God; prayed with her at her Father’s Defire: She
¢ requcﬁed that I would remember her in my Prayers,
¢ which I have done, and hope fhall yet do.’

¢ Tuefday, May 2. Detained by Rain in the Morning,
¢ took Leave about Noon: Had the Company of
¢ my Brothers /#--/ and H--le, and my Sifter H--le; we
¢ called at Brother [{ -/'s Father in Law, and
¢ found a half Sifter of his dead; fhe expired that Morning
¢ with a Dropfy and Confumptxve Diforder: How
¢ frequent are Inftances of Mortality! T'wo lifelefs Corpfes
¢ of Perfons, nearly related to my near Friends, 1 have
¢ behield on this Journey ; befidea Seat of Defolation at

¢ Princetown.
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+ Princetowsi, O how Joud are thefe Warnings; the
¢ Lord grant that I and others may hear! Was in at Mr.,
¢ T°s, and Dr. M’s, at Brookbaven: Got to my Brother
¢« §'s at Smith-Town, Juft before Night; called by the
¢ Way at E. §’s Door, to afk after the Health of my
¢ Brother 7/’s Motherlefs Infant: The Lord take a mer-

¢ ciful Care of it and its Brother, and be their Covenant
¢ GOdo’ ) ) ‘ |

¢ Wednefday, May 3. Spent the Forenoon at my
¢ Brother-in-Law’s ; in the Afternoon, went in Company
¢ with him and my Sifter, to vifit his Father and other
¢ Friends at Smith-Town: Had fome fpiritual Difcourfe
¢ with a Perfon who has long been in ‘the School of
« Afflition, -and 1t feems as ifp it had not been in vain;,
¢ for (e appears to have a real Relifh tor Religion, and
¢ converfes upon ferious and folemn Subjects, as if they
¢ were familiar to her Mind. Returned in the Beginning
¢ of the Evening to my Brother-in-Law’s, where I found
¢ my Nephew /. /¥. who goes back with me to the

3

« Ferfies.

¢ Thurfday, May 4. Parted affeGtionately with my
¢ dear Sifter and Daughter N--y, after having prayed in
¢ the Family, that we might be fitted, all of us, for a
_¢ Meeting in Heaven, if we fhould never meet again on
¢ Farth. Gotto Famaica about 4 o’Clock in the After-
¢ noon:--Here met with Meflrs. §--f and /#--r:---Was
¢ courteovfly entertained at Mr. §--£'s: Very dull in
¢ Family-Religion and wandering; the Lord quicken me
¢atall Times, for my Soul cleaves to the Duft.’

¢ Friday, May 5. Rofe early, and aboutr 8 o’Clock

¢ mounted my Horfe, and came onwards to the Yerfes ;
¢ waited abour an Hour at the Ferry, and then had a
¢ quick Paflage over :~----Dined at Mr. O«---5:----made
< a vifit at Mr, #7--5:---Was affeCtionately received and
¢ entertained
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<‘entertained in both thefe Families. T underftand that
¢ pood Mr, B--d, is innoculated, and like 1o do well, as
¢ 10 prefent Appearances ; I hope fhall have an Heart to
¢ bear him daily on my Mind, at the Throne ot Grace. |
¢ Mrs. D---n, has loft a2 Son with the Small-Pox, in my |
¢ Ablence: ‘The Lord fupport her, and fanctity the
¢ Bereavement both to her and her’s :---Mr. §---# and |
¢ Family removed from Newark: The Town looks
¢ lonely to me, and it affeted me to pafs by the Houfe, &
¢ and fee the Doors and Windows fhut up ; where I have |
¢ made fo many pleafant Vifics'. o
¢ Whata'changing Worlddo I livein! What Altera- |
‘ tions in the State of my Friends |, But whydo I grieve!
¢ One great Chantge will by-and-by ﬁnif{x the whole
‘¢ changing Scene as to me ; O that I might have
¢ Grace always, to be found prepared for it!---Returned .
¢ {ate Home in the Evening:---Found my Child and the
‘ reft of my Family well: ‘Thanks, everlafting I hanks, |
¢ be given by me, a poor unworthy Creature, to the
¢ blefled God, for all his undeferved Goodnefs, and
¢ manifold Benefits, both to me and mine. I have ex-
¢ perienced largely of the Divine Beneficence in this Jour-
¢ ney, and defire to facrifice with the Voice of Thankf-
¢ giving,----Find that none of my People are dead in my
¢ Abfence, which is more than| feared, as feveral have
¢ been long lingring and wafting away with Chronicle
¢ Difeates. For this I defire alfo to praife God.’ '

 Thefe Specimens are Nothing extraordinary, but
Mew his common Method of kieping a Journal.

His Prayerfulnefs and Fafling.

HI® was much in Prayer and Fafting through the
whole T'ime ot his Miniftry ; in the laft five Years of his
Life, he fet apartone Day in every Week for that Pur-
pole, unlefs neceflarily prevented : Andas Lic was more

Liable




[ 25 ]

liable to Interruptions. on other Days of the Week, he
made choice ot Saturday, having previoufly endeavoured
te prepare for the Pulpit: His Method on fome of thefe
Days, elpecially preceeding the Sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper, was as follows.

After folemn Prayer to God, in the Morning of thefe
- Days, he wrote down a general Sketch of the Sins he was
guilty, particular Corruptions, Omiffions, T'ranfgreffions,
&c. ‘Then he entered into a large and particular Con-
feflion of his Iniquities and their Aggravations; then the
Juftice and Righteoufnefs of God, in cafting him off for
ever if he pleafed: After this, ftated betore him the
Scheme ot Pardon and Salvation through Jefus Chrift,
and mourning over his Sins and Impieties; was earneft
with God, {fecing that he could, confiftent with the
Honour of his Perfettions, pardon; that.he would
difplay the Riches of his Grace, in granting him For-
givenefs, and wreftled for Grace, to fanétity him, and
make him a Veflel fit for the Service of God. In the
Clofe of thefe Exerciles he formed Refolutions, that
through Divine Grace, he would live in the Denial of
his Corruptions, be more in the Exercifes of every Grace,
and the Practice of every Duty. One of thofe Days affords
the following Specimen.

- ¢ Decesmber 8, 1750, This Day have been endea-
vouring by Fafting and Prayer, and other rcligious
Exercifes in fecret, to make Preparation for the Sacrament
of the Lord’s Supper, at which I hope, upon the Morrow,
to commemorate the dying Love of my blefled Redeemer;
and having obferved, in examining myfelf, and taking a
View of my paft Behaviour and Temper, feveral Things
for which I defire to be afhamed, and deeply humbled
before God, and in Reference to which, f) would rely
upon the rich Grace of God, in Jefus Chrift, for Help
and Afliftance, form Refolutions as tollows:

I 1. Ta
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1. Tobe for the future more careful, in improving
my precious Time, endeavouring to give greater Dilis
%cn'cc, in applying myfelf to the various Parts of my

uty. | - | ]

‘2. Particularly to watch againft Impatience, Fretful- |
nefs, and Difcontent, and carry myfelf with more J
Fvcnncfs and Sweetnefs of Temper, thanI have done of §
ate. - S |
3. To guard me againft perplexing Care, sbout §
worldly T hings. B S

4. To obferve a Decency that becomes a Chriftian, |
and to be moderate in the Ufe of lawful Enjoyments, &c, |

5. To watch and ftrive againft Coldnefs and Wan- |
derings of Heart in Devotion, and upon the Lord’s Day. §

6. To be more ftrit in ‘obferving, and fevere in
ecenfuring my own Faults, and to ‘be more kind and
candid, in remembering the Imperfeétions of others,
watching that I don't needlefly fpeak Evil of any of my
Fellow-Men. S - ]
It now appears to be Duty, and highly reafonable, 1
thus to refolve with myfelf; and I'would look tp to him,
from whom muft come all my Sufficiency, to afford me |
Strength and Ability, to attend and obferve thefe §
Refolutions.™ | B ]

Sometimes he placed the ten Commandments before |
him, that he might have a.more extenfive and -particular §
View of his Vilenefs. On fuch an Occafion he writes
thus: * | -

¢ The Sing for which 1 have Reafon to be deeply
humbled before God: Original Depravity, Lofs of God’s
holy Image: Natural Pronenefs to Evil: Averfion to
that which is Good: Sins in early Childhoed, in Youth,
and in riper Age: Sins of Thought, Word and Deed:
Omiffive; Commiffive; of Ignorance; Prefumption,
fecret and open. )

1. Denying
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1. Denying God fuch a Tribute of Worfhip, Adora-
tion, L.ove, Obedience, Praife, and Truft, as is his
Due, |
2. Entertaining no more worthy and honeurable
Conceptions of God; not ftudying more to keep his
Ordinances pure. | -

3. Vain mentioning the Names, Titles, and Attributes
of God. | |

4. Not fan&ifying the Sabbath in my Heart, in my
Thoughts, Words and Actions.

5. Not difcharging imy Duty to my Parents, and
other Superiors, Equals and Inferiors.
- 6. Anger, Workings of Envy and Revenge.

7. Unchafte Rifings of Heart.

8. Not being fuitably careful of the Profperity of my
Neighbours ; flothful in Bufinefs. .

9. Speaking Evil of others, Diffimulation, Hypocrify,

10. Worldly Mindednefs, Difcontent, Pride, Unbelief,
Hardnefs of Heart, diforder'd Affetions, Self-feeking,
Indevoutnefs in the Duties of Religion; Aggravations
attending my Tranfgreflions :--Soul Prefumptions againt
Light, great Privileges, many Mercies, folemn Vows,
and Refolutions ; againft a great and holy God; againft
the dear Redeemer ; the blefled Sanctifier; againft myown
Happinefs, and the bad Influence of Example.
- Intaking a Survey of myfelf, at.prefent, with Refpeét
to my religious Concerns, I find Occafion to draw up the
following Charge againft myfelf; at the Confideration of
which, I defire to be humbled, and deeply abafed before
God, and pray, that he would by his effe¢tual Grace,
cgaqfe in me Brokennefs of Heart, and true Contrition of
Spirit. o | |
1. I'am fenfible I have not lived in a due Exercife of
the feveral Graces, particularly Faith in the Blood of
Chrift, and Things invifible; Love to God and Chrift,
Heavenly-mindedneis.

2. Many
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2. Many Things are greatly amifs in my Tcemper; as |
in the Strength of my fenfual Appetites, which oughtto .
be more mortified and fubdued; an over Anxiety at fome |
Times about worldly Things, Pride, Oftentation, and |
Envy, in not being willing that others fhould excel and |
be preferred before myfelf; which I can difcern, froma |
fecret Reluctance to rejoice in; and do Juftice to their |

{uperior Endowments; my Want of a contented, forgiving §

¥rame of -Spirit. | ,,
3. With Reference to the Duties of the Clofet, I'can }

_find the following Defe€ts: I have notread God’s Word, |

with Endeavours to prefs the Truths of it uponr my |
Heart, as I ought:--1 have too much neglected ferious |
and fet Meditations upon Divine Subjetts, and have |
attempted it fometimes without proper Engagednefs: In
my Devotions, there has been a great deal of Coldnefs
and Wandrings of Heart; I have not watched unto, or
in Prayer, as has been' my Duty. |

4. With Refpeét to my Family, there has been much
Formality and Cuftomarinefs in my worfhipping God; |
Backwardnefs in difcourfing of the Things ot Religion; |
too, great an Uneafinefs about fnall Matters; not fomuch
compaffionate Tendernefs as ought. ]

5. In Regard to my Miniftry, I can plainly behold
manifold great Deficiences; too little Concern about the
Welfare of my Peoples’ Souls ; not acting in it with fuch
Zea] for God’s Glory, and with fuch an ultimate View
to promote the Intereft of Chrift’s Kingdom: Not feeking
fo many Opportunities to deal with my People, parti-
cularly about the Concerns of their Souls, as I might:---
Want of fuitable Fervor, and being duly affected, when
I am called to difcourfe withthe Sick .

6. Upon the Sabbath, and in God's Sanctuary,
Wanderings of Thoughts, and Strayings of Affettions:--
Not fo fequeftred from the World, and taken up in the
Matters of Religion, as 1 ought.
| v, Have
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9. Have not been duly imprefled and ftirred up, by
the Deaths ot feveral Acquaintance, lately deceafed.

8. Infenfibility of the Goodnefs of God, and Unthank-
fulnefs for the many undeferved Mercies I enjoy.

9. Much of my precious Time fquandered away, and
fpent to no valuable Purpofe.

10. Trifling Converifation, which does not fufficiently
favour of Heaven, and minifterial Converfation; the bad
Effe¢ts of which I perceive, ifiits being Food for my
Corruptions.” - .

In the Evening of one of thofe Days, he writes thus:
¢ I have been engaging the Day paft (befides finithing
¢ Preparations for the Morrow) in Fafting and Prayer,
¢ and defire to be humbly thankful, to find in my Heart
- ¢ Longings after Divine Grace, efpecially for my Purifi-
¢ cation :--I have had a Day or two paft, a moft grievous
¢ Attack from the Corruptions of my own Heart, ina
¢ Cafe which ought to be exceedingly abafing to me, and
¢ for which I defire to be athamed before God: I pray
¢ God, this may ferve to let me into a thorough Knowlege
¢ what I am, and how abfolutely neceffary Divine Grace
¢ is for my Help, to give me ViCtory over Sin; and the
¢« Blood of Chrift, for my Juftification before God. I
¢ think I do defire more than ever, to know the worft ot
¢ myfelf; if God, whofe Eyes are as a Flame of Fire,
¢ fees that ] labour under any Deception, I pray he wou'd
¢ of his infinite Goodnefs  and abundant Mercy, undeceive
¢ me, and let me know where I am, and whatIam,
¢ that I may not hold any Lie in myright Hand: This
¢« ] am fure of, that I ought inceflantly, and with utmoft
¢ Importunity, to feek after clearer and more Soul-
¢ affecting, transforming Views of Divine Things, than
¢ I have ever yet had; butI find that my own Strength is
¢ Weaknefs, and that unlefs God help me by his Grace,

¢ I muft be undone:----1 had my Heart touched in a
’ ¢ Meafure,
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¢ Meafure, with .a Conlideration of my Abufe of the |
¢ dying Lave of Chnft, and the bafe Slighes I had pue
¢ upon & bleeding Savioury but 1 greatly fufpedt, whether
« all was not mere natural Paflion:---But thas 1 think, I

¢ defire {0 to behold him  whom my Sins have pierced, §.

¢ as that I may mourn with unfeigned Bicternels of Soul: |
¢ I can't bear the Thoughts of living at thut dead legul |
¢« Rate [ huve done 3 and do fincerely, 1 think, with for |
¢ a Child-like Libercy in acting for God: T ftem to myfelf §
¢ to long to love God fupremely, and Chrift above all ¥

¢ that’s dear to mey (but yer greatly fear, I have notrue &

¢ Love to God or Chrift at all). 1 pray God, 1 may |
¢ never reft eafy Day nor Night, undl 1 have better
¢ Satisfaction, how Matters ftand betwixt God and my |
¢« Souly and until T can, with folid Grounds of Hope, |
¢ yview Chrift ax my Savieur, myfelt as his unrefervedly
¢ willing Difciple, both to live and die to him,

- ¢« I would beg of God, that [ may be enabled 1o come |
¢ to Chrilt as a Sinner, C}n.myfelf’ deferving of Helly and |
¢ that I may be emptied throughly of my own Strength §
¢ and Righteoulnefs, and come us a vile $'ranfgrellor to §
¢ Chrift, for free Redemption and Salvation,” |

The folowing is another Paper, onone of 1hofe Occqfions, |
¢ This Day 1 have fet apart for fecrer Vafling and
¢ Prayer, but fhall be intmu[pwd by a Call 1 have, to §
¢ preach upon a Funeral Occalion, outof my own Parithy
¢ hut myfelf determined to l’pcud as much of the Day as
¢ 1 can, inafllicting my Soul for my Sing, and in earnelly
¢ fecking 1o God for his Girace L ap grieved o think,
¢ that for-fome Days pall, T have noc found in- iy houl
¢ that Fngagednels in fecking after the Grace of G,
s as 1 did about a Week apoy §defire wo be athamed and
¢ humbled deeply before Gady thar iy “Fhouglus hye:
¢ been wandeving after Vanity y  have endcavoured 1o
¢ recal and fix them upon the asoft hopogtang "L‘”“[W’»
“ Lt
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¢ but they have ftill town ofl, betore 1 was aware, tiom
¢ Time to ‘Vime: -1 this Day delive 1o plead with Ciod
¢ tor Help, that Fmay not return to Folly, and that he
¢ would give me Strength 1o watch againdl all Lintul
¢ Motions andd ‘Thoughta:---0 that 1 had a leady Relos
¢ Jution, to oppole with all my Might, the weegular
¢« Mations of my own Heare! Lord, create moane adlean
¢ Hearr, and renew within me a nght Spai! Wihow
¢ Divine Help and Grace 1 hall pevifh ader the (hong
¢ Bond of Iniquity: O tor Chult o fave e from the
¢ Power of my own Corruptions, and to redeein e from
¢ the Prevalence of all Iniquity, as well ay o the Coily
v of Sin! O Gaog, leave me not, take not thy Holy Spaae
¢ from moy but be Surety for a poo, impatent, fintul
¢« Worm tor Good: 3 delire 1o be made tore ipontunate
o for Carave | want to have o ll"dltahll'llliug View of the
o Lord’s Chrift, that iy foolith, carnal, werldly, fintul
o Pleart, naght bave an ettectual Turn o Ganl. O thoy
¢ God of all Girace, bear me onward powertully by the
¢ Infuences of thy good and holy Spade, wnsil my Ogapo
¢ firion be quite vanguithed, und 1 all eobrace witls iy
¢ whole leatr, Cluillas iy haviour. Amen.’

Somctimes he noted down,  the gencral Pasds gl
Deligns of fecrer Fatbigy 3 an tor olbaice. Fhe Panta ot
a fecret Baft wie,

1. The Maoptilication o Sin,  aiel the Laipging
Body into Subjection o the Mund, ad acidening i
compliant to the Bdtates of Jeaton and Keliggion

2. Vo beg Guidanee and Dliicttion,  and el b
Prefence and lllrlliup, ol Couad, when we ate abionn to gt
upon Ulndertakings o great hopoitanee. fera viil. 2,
2 4. ke vi. 14,

. Vo deprccae the Judgmenisol Canl 2 (L ron wa
g foed v ag Pftber v Dacdd apon e Cac oot ot bia
Clald, 4 Sam. xn,

4 ' ‘)
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4. To exprefs Sympathy with, and to interceed for
our Brethren, or the Church of God, when in Diftrefs.
5. Toobtain Pardon and Peace after a Fall, | ;

6. To procure Supplies of Divine Grace, for the
right Difcharge of Duties, and for a due and profitable i
Attendance upon folemn Ordinances. S
- 7. To obtain high Degrees of Communion with God. i
Notwithftanding he was thus frequent in Prayer, yet he
was very diftant from any Thing that is {uperititious and |
fharifaical; he had not the leaft Thought of making a |
tighteoufnefs of it, or recommending himfelf to God |
thereby ; for the Righteoufnefs of Chrift was his fole
Dependance for Juftification: But he ufed this only as an |
appointed Means, wherein he was determined to wait |
upon God. | | i
When he began the Praétice of weekly Fafting, thus |
he writes. . / :
¢ This Morninga Week ago, a holy God was pleafed |
< tomake a wide Breach upon me, in taking away the |
« Wife of my Bofom, with a Stroke of his righteous §
¢ Hand: I have therefore thought proper, to fet apart |
¢ this Day for fecret Fafting and Prayer, befides finithing |
¢ fome Part of my Preparations for the approaching |
¢ Lord’s Day; and this Pratice, I am refolved by the !
¢ Help of God’s Grace, to continue upon the laft Day of |
¢ every Week, without I am neceflarily prevented, . for |
- fome confiderable Time, without fetting any particular |
« Time:---And I would now look to God, that he would !
¢« by his Grace, fo Influence my Heart, and would
¢ foorder Things in his Providence, that I may be enabled
¢ to' keep this, which I judge in my prefent Circum- |
¢ ftances, to be a neceflary Refolution: And it is my
¢ earneft Prayer to God, he would keep me from a felf-
¢ righteous, pharifaic Spirit, in Regard to this Practice;
¢ butthat I may engage init warmly agd heartily, in the
¢ Strength
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« Strength of God, for the Health of my Soul, only as
¢ an appointed Means.  Now the Work I have betore
¢ methis Day, is in particular ;

- ¢1, To get my Feart affeCtionately moved and
¢ touched, with a Senfe of the Lofs I {uftain, by the
¢ Death of fo dear and excellent a Companion to the
« End I may be led to fuitable Grief, at the Caufe of
¢ this Controverfy which God hath, and indeed hath
¢ for along lime, had with me. Therefore;

¢ 2. One main Part of my Work this Day, is to fearch
¢ after, and find out'my Sins, -which have: tound ‘me‘ourt
¢ by their deferved Punifhment; and in Confequence;
¢ to be’ abafed and deeply humbléd ‘under the mighty
« Hand of Ged for them. ~ ~ +- o
¢ 3. To endeavour after a deep and affecting Senfe of
¢ my .own Corruption and Weaknefs, and the abfolute
¢ Need I ftand in of the Grace of God, to help and keep
¢ me from falling, even while I think I ftand.

¢ 4. A farther Part of my Work, is humbly and
< earneftly to wreftle with God, for all that Grace I
¢ ftand in Need of, and fhall moft certainly ‘want; that
¢ fo by the Prefence of his Grace with me at all Times
¢ my great Lofs may not only be {uftained, but more
¢ than made up. o ~

¢ 5. Another Part of my Work fhall be, to plead
¢ importunately with God, that my long and heavy
¢ Afflitions may anfwer their End upon me, and that
¢ they may really prove Phyfick to my diftemper’d Soul.

¢ 6. To feelr of God a deep und affelting Senfe of the
“infinite. Weight and Importance of Divine Things,
¢ and for an Heart to ferve him with Uprightnefs, and
¢ with more Chriftian Liberty, Zeal and Engagednefs,
¢ than ever yet I have done, efpectally in the Difcharge
“of my Work: ‘T'o caft my Soul upon the Mercy of
* God, through the Mediation and Meriss of his Son

| 8 < Jefin




[ 34 ]

¢ Jefus Chrift; and at the fame Time, to commit the |
¢ Cares and Concerns of my broken Family, efpecially
¢ my three Children, to the kind all-difpofing Providence |
¢ of God, making him my Refuge, in this my Time |
¢ of Need. In all which Particulars, I would humbly |
¢ befpeak the Divine Blefling upon me, that I may do !
¢ this great Work effectually, and to his Acceprance, |
¢ through Jefus Chrift, Amen” |

'As he was much ip Prayer for ipiritual Views of God |
and Divine Things; for Maftery over his Corruptions, |
and Freedom from them j for quickening Grace, Zeal, |
and Activity in the Wdys of God; foupon various |
Occafions he received fpecial Anfwer to Prayer, fo that
he often took Notice of it. Thus he writes on a certain |
Occafion: ¢ Had Freedom, Engagednefs, and Enlarge-
¢ ment in religious Converfation ; it was in Anfwer to
¢ Prayer:---Glory to Divine Grace. I have experienced |
“at feveral Times myfelf greatly at a Lofs, how to |
¢ introduce religious Converfation; but after a fhorg {
- ¢ Ejaculation, have found my Mouth as it were opened; |
¢ may I remember this thankfully, and continuc to apply
¢ to God in this Way, in all fuch Cafcs.’ ’

Upon a certain Time, hefound a remarkable Divine
Blefling attend this Practice, being in Company with
fome Gentlemen, who ufed prophane Language; he wasin |
no wile at a Lofs to know what was Duty+n thefe Circume- -
ftances, but he was diffident about the Manner of perfor- §
ming it, {o as to an{wer the nd, as they were Perfons who
made a fplendid Appearance. ¢ But after lifting up my
¢ FHeart to God for Help, rebuked them; and they at once
¢ acknowledged their Fault, and refrained the reft of the
¢ Time I wasin theiv Company:---I defire to give Gad
¢« Thanks for his Smile 1a this particular:---T would hence
¢ take Fncouragement to be faithful, and leave the Iivent
¢ with Codyafoer havine halaxd g him for Willom to
¢ girelt)’ i ()it
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On Sacramental Ocegfions, and Covenanting.

Soon after he entered into the Miniftry, he drew a
folemn Covenant, which he often renewed, and is as
follows. ¢ O moft great and glorious God, I who ama
¢vile Sinner, dodelire to approach thy facred Majefty,
¢under a Senfe of my great Guilt, and utter Unworthi.
‘nefs of any favourable Regard from thee; acknow-
¢ ledging that if thou fhouldeft forever banith me from
¢ the Happinefs of Heaven, and make me everlaftingly
¢miferable in Hell, it i, what my Sins have juftly
¢deferved at thy Hands; but as thou haft gracioufly
¢ encouraged me to hope in thy Mercy, and required me
‘ to give up mylelf to thee, I do this Day in the moft
¢ folemn Manuner, make clioice of that God whole Name
“is Febovab, Father, Son and Lloly Ghoft, to be my
“God, |

¢ I do now accept the Lord Jefus Chrift for my Saviour
¢ and only ,Redeemer, and relolve to depend upon his
¢ Merits and Mediation alone, for the Pardon of my
¢ Sins, and Acceptance in the Sight of God. ‘AndI do
¢ alfo avouch the Holy Ghoft for my Sanctifier, promifing
¢ to feek his enlightening quickening Influences, and to
¢ cherifh them on iy Heart. I do likewife take thy holy
¢ Word for the Rule of my Faith and Praétice, and
‘ renouncing all other Lords that have had Dominion
¢ over me, do refolve through thy Grace, to fpend the
¢ Reft of my Life in thy Service and Fear.

- ¢l donow give up and fubmit all my temporal Con-
¢ cerns to thy Difpofal, defiring Grace from thee, to
¢ have my Will entirely fubjected to thy holy fovercign
¢ Will inall Things. And I do hereby referve Liberty
‘ to renew, ratify, and makeany fuch further Additions
¢ to this Covenant as fhall be found needful, {o as to make
¢ nothing void which is herein contained. T would now,
¢ O God, humbly hope for fanctifying Grace, and Ability

¢ 10




Cew [ . ~“.6“‘ ]- . e § e “""’!‘7 .
. 3 ' ELER B

‘ to ferve thee, according ta the Tenor and Intent of tliis
¢ my facred Obligation. I would depend uposFan Intereft
“in thy beloved Son, thy Favour through him, and
¢ Grace to live to thee, whatever elfe thou arc pleafed to
¢deny me. And now, O heavenly Father, ratiiy this
¢ Covenant in Heaven, and afford me Grace and Strength
¢ ftedfaftly to adhere to it as long asI live. Amen,
¢Sobe it. - |
| CaLen Smitn.’

Some Time after, on a Day preceeding the Sacrament,
he writes thus : ¢ I have endeavoured to {pend this Day in
¢ Fafting and Prayer:----This Evening renewed my
¢« Covenant with God, and made a new Dedication of
¢ myfelf and my all. to him:----O that I might keep
¢ Covenant with God for the future, better than ever
¢ I have done heretofore : To-morrow being appointed
« for the Adminiftration of the Sacrament of the Lord’s
¢ Supper, I beg for the Prefence and Blefling of God,
¢ with me and upon me, through }cfus Chrift.” And
in this Manner he frequently renewed his Covenant.

His deep Senfe of the Corruption of bis Heart.

Few Men ever maintained a greater Senfe of the
Corruption of their own Nature, and evil Difpofition of
Heart than he; which will beft appear by his own
emphatical Words: ¢ O how hateful do I look to myfelf,
¢ but I have Reafon to believe far lefs fo to myfelf, than
¢ Ido in the Eyes of an holy God! I earneftly defire a
¢ broken Heart, can only groan, but not weep; I am
¢ ready to fay, O that my kHead were Waters, and my
¢ Eyes a Fountain of T'cars, that] might weep Day and
¢ Night for the Sin thateafily befets me! I find by fad
¢ Experience, that my own Strength is Weaknefs, and
¢ withou: the Lord’s tHelp my Corruption will prove my




¢ my Ruin; my Heart is piérced with a Senfe of my
- ¢ Foolithpefs, and exceeding Corruption: O God, I am
¢as a ,Bcﬁf’cbcrore thee, ‘toolith and without Under-
¢ ftanding. P .

¢ Have Reafon to be athamed and deeply humbled
4 before God, under a Senfe of my own exceeding Vile-
‘¢ nefs; fure I am more brutith than any Man, and have
¢ not the Underftanding of a Man; O for a broken
¢ purified IHeart; give it me, O God of Mercy, ior
¢« Chrift’s Sake!----'1'q thee, O Lord, would I look for
¢ Zeal and Engagednefs, Wifdem and Direction, though
¢I am indeed unworthy, utterly unworthy to look
¢ up towards thy Throne of Mercy; but Lord, pity
¢ a vile Worm, and take not thy holy Spirit from me:----
¢ Help me to honour thy Name, though I myielf deferve
¢ Shame and everlafting Contempt:---I deferve not to be
¢ employed in thy Service, or to be ufed as thy Inftrument
* in doing Good; yet Lord, Iwouli plead, that notwith-
¢ ftanding my own Sinfulnefs, thouwouldeft make me a
¢ Yeflel of Honour, fitted for thy own Ufe. Iamio
¢ exceeding bafe and corrupt, that it apptars very doubtiul
¢ whether I have a Spark of Grace:----O what ftruggling
¢ againft Ceriuption!---One Moment I am vanquithed,
- ¢ thenext I am endeavouring to make a Stand, groaning
¢ and fobbing w 'er a Senfe of my Body of Sin and
¢ Death, and bzeaning out into ftrong Cries to God for
¢ Mercy, Grace and Help; fometimes cafting myfelf
¢ on the Iloor, as being the fittelt Place for me, there
¢ with my Mouih in the Duft, judging and condemning
« myfclf; had ever any poor Creature fuch a Contelt!
¢« O Jefus, Jefus, thos Son of David, thou Son of God,
« if thou wilt, thou canft help and fave me!” Thus was he
always fenfible of the Corruption of his Ieart, which
was his great Grief frori: Day to Day.

IHis
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His Hopes and Fears.

The Satisfation and Evidence he had of his own gogd
Eftate, did not chiefly depend upon a clear diftinguithing
Work of Grace in his Soul, when he firft became
religious, nor in frequent fpiritual Difcoveries, enlarged
Affe¢tions, clear Views of Chrift and his Love, fenfible
Accefs to God by lively Faith, and fatistying immediate
Communion with him.+ Such clear fenfible Views of
Divine Things Mr. Smith defired, would have thought
them a Favour, and laments the Want of them, but did
not much enjoy, till his laft' Sicknefs. e does not
often, if any where in his private Writings, ftate the
Grounds of his Hopes; but he fometimes did to fome of
his Brethren in the Miniftry, with whom he had a
peculiar Intimacy. The Tenor and Import of what he
ufed to fay on that Head, was as follows. That fo tar as
he knéw his Heart, he fincercly relied on the Righteouf-
nefs and Merit of Jefus Chrift, for Juftification and
Acceptance with God: That not only his Judgment
was fet againft Sin, but that he really hated it, and
eéndeavoured fteadily to oppofe it in himfelf and others :
That he earneftly defired to be more conformed to God ;
that fo far as he knew his own Heart, he preferred the
Glory of God, and Intereft of Religion, to every worldly
Thing, and laboured to act according to what he thought
to be the Will of God; made Confcience of all his Ways,
and complied with practical Duty.

By which it appears, that his Evidence depended much
upon a fteady, fincere, practical Conformity to the Will
of God, and he judged of his Love to God by keeping
his Commandments; which is certainly the moft {criptural

+ Some Chriftians have abundance of thefe fpiritual Difcoveries, and
make them the principal Ground. of their Hope, without {ufficiently
confidering the Evidenc® of a good Eftate, arifing {from a pradlical
Conformity to the Law of Guil,

Method
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Method of judging of our good Eftate; and not fo liable
to miftake, as when we judge by the inward Frames and
Exercifes of the Mind, which often fail usin a Time of
Trial, when prattical felf-denying Duties. are to be
complied with; as appears in Peter’s Cale.

Mr. Smith had many Doubts and Fears concerning the
State of his Soul, and at fome Seafons almolt ready to
determine it to be bad. He was inclined to look upon
himflf in the worft Light, that he might be humbled
with a Senfe of his Vilenefs: He was far from thinking
highly of his own Attainments, and very ready to condemn
himfelf; but the very Exercifes of his Mind uncer thofe
Fears, manifeft the lively Exertions of Grace, as Reper-
tance, Humility, Faith, Love, &¢. And his Care and
Caution, and holy Jealoufy of himfelf, was really an
Evidence in his Favour. o

What follows is a fmall Specimen of his Thoughts,
and Exercifes of Mind, refpefting his own State.
¢« Extremely dead and lifelefs in Devotion, full of Heart-

- ¢ wanderings and Confufion of Mind:-+-I'am greatly in
¢ the Dark about my own fpiritual State; much afraid
¢ that Things'never have, and are not yet right with me:
- ¢ I think, Idefireto fee whatIreallyam; the Lord fhew
¢ me myfelf as Iam; Sin and the World, and the Crea-
¢ tures as they are; andthe glorious Redeemer as he is:--O
¢ for a Sight of this wondertul King of Zien in his Beauty!
¢ The Lord hearmy Prayer, grant me Deliverance and
¢ l'reedom. |

¢ Yet greatly in the Dark, and Reafon to be awfully
¢ afraid, that Nothing is right with me:---The Lord help
¢ me to give no Reft to my Soul, until I have fome better
¢ Evidence, that my Peace is really made with God.----
< Full of Darknefs refpefting my {piritual Condition:---Ol
¢ for Light! O for a Child-like Liberty in the Service ot
¢ God! This is what I think is really my Heart’s Defire :
¢ But O the abominable Corruptions of my own Heart:--

¢ ye
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¢ The Lord- keep me.by the Power of his Grace, and
¢ purify me from all Filthinefs of Flefh and Spirit, and
¢ may I be found perfecting Holinefs in the Fear of God,

¢« Sure of all Men, - I have the moft foolith inconfiftent
¢ Heart; wauld to God I could entirely give jt up to
¢ himfelt and Jefus Chrift: I know this would be greatly
¢ for my 1eace, Happinefs and Ufefulnefs:--My poor
¢ filly H{mrt has been much divided I fear all my Days :--
¢ O! Iwould be more abfolutely furrendered up to God,
¢ and have my Affeétions to the beft and moft perfe of
¢ Beings: How happy fhould I be, if I had an Heart
¢ glowing with intenfe” Love to God and the blefled
¢« Emanuel: If] am not deceived, thisis what I fometimes
« carneftly long for; but alas, alas! Ican’t find it. Thou
« great Father of my Spirit, take the Work, take the
« Work into thine own Eland, and give my wretched
¢« Hearc a Turn asit ought to have.. Thine Help, O
¢ Father of Mercies, I greatly need; without it I thall
< moft furely perith. I would caft myfelt' ac thy Feer,
< fenfible that I deferve no Mercy or Favour; but yet
¢ would plead for it: Hear me, O Lord, forthy own

¢ Name’s Sake. ¥think Sin is in a Meafure my daily
¢ Burden; cannot fay but I do mourn my Sinfulnefs ;
¢ but ajas! I fear my Sorrows are not truly of a godly
¢ Sort. O merciful God, forthy own Name’s Sake, and
¢ for thy Son’s Sake, give mewhat Il.ck, thatthou feeft
¢ [ need. | |

¢ Have had fome Reclentings for Sin; O that they were
- ¢ genuine, i. ¢. evangelical: Feel I hope, fome Longjings
¢ of Soul after God and Goodnefs, butcannot te]l whether
¢ they fpring from a gracious Rootr ornot. O for feme
¢ Tokens ot the Love of God! O foran Heart fupremcly
¢ fixed upon Gou, the belt Good, and the only Source of
¢ trus Huppinefs. 1ave tiis Day more of a Senfe of
* Religion, than for foime Time pail: -1 lave endiavoy

L0
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| ¢ to falt and pray; have had fome Longings for Viétory
| «over the Corruptions of my Nature, fome humbling
| ¢ Senic.of my exceeding Vilenels.” ~ '
After he was prevailingly fettled with Refpe& to his
State God-ward, he @duld eafily difcern his Declenfions,
Backflidings and Sins. ¢I think I really mourn the
| ¢ Ruinsof my fallen State, and have had {ome affeting
| ¢ Senfe of my great Sinfulnefs, in every Relation of my
¢ Life; and feel, I hope, fome Longings of Soul after
¢ God and Goodnefs:-+-Have had confiderable Enlarge-
¢ ment, particularly in pleading Chrift’s Sufferings; and
¢ have feveral Times bewailed this Day with Tears, my
¢ Wiretchednefs, on Account of my natural Corruption,
¢ and many actual Sins, and was enabled to importune
¢ for fpiritual” Healing.”

Hz'.f | Humaility 3 bis D{ﬁre 10 know bimfelf, and to
be told of bis Faults.

HE in a particular Manner fhone in the Grace of
Humility; he not only maintained an affeéting Senfe of
| the Depravity of humane Nature, but he had a deep
Apprehenfion of himielf, as being one of the vileft of
Men, and was difpofed to prefer others to himfelf: His
-natyral Confticution was rather modeft than forward, and
his&c&igion inclined him to think meanly of himfelf, of
his own ‘Abilities and Acquirements, and thence he never
thruft himfelf into Bufinefs, or appear’din theleaft intrufive.
He could eafily find an Excufe for the Blemifhes and
Failings which appeared in his Fellow-Men, but was not
inclined to invent any for his own: He endeavoured to
maintain a conftant Senfe of the Divine Greatnefs, Holi-
nefs, Omnijciency, Omniprefency, Condefcention, and
I{umiliation of Jefus Chrift 5 which difpofed him to low
and abafing Thoughts of himfelf: He was very delirous
of knowing himiclf, his Failings and Imperfctions, that

(5 he
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he might reform as much as poflible: He was alfo very
fenfible, how apt all are to have a blind Side to'them{tlves,
and not fee fome Failings, which yet ftand in a very cofnpi-
cuaus Light to the World of Mankind, He was therefore
not only much in Self-Examinatién and Prayer to God,
that he might know himftlf, but alfo entered into a friendly
Agreement with one of his Brethren in the Miniftry, to
telliJaim all his Faults: By this Agreement, they were

mutually obliged with utmolt Freedom, to acquainteach { .

other with all Things that they thought to be Failings,
Oddities, ar difagreeable in theni, which might in any
Meafure be altered; and not only what they themfelves
thought, but alfo what they had heard mentioned hy
others as faulty, or difagreeable in their Tempers,
Condu&, &c. This triendly Agrecment was difcharged to
their mutual Satisfaction, though with great Freedom and
Particularity.

His Temper and Bebaviour on warious Occurrences,
‘upon bis Reception of Mercies.

GRATITUDE that is fo rare among Mankind, |
was peculiarly manifeft in him; when he received Favours
from his Fellow-Men, his Heart inclined him to a gratetul
Acknowledgment, and he endeavoured as far asin him
lay, to make fuitable Returns: He thought al} the
Inftruments of Kindneffes deferved particular Notice;
but above all, he was abundant in afcribing Thanks to
God his Supreme Benefallor, and pleading for an Heart
to improve his Mercies aright.

Upon bis feeing Perfons guilty of grofs Sins.

SIN was his peculiar Abhorrence, as he hated it in
himfelf, and was grieved to behold it in others: He
writes upon feeing a Perfon overcome with fpirituous
Liquors : ¢ Alas, alas, how deformed does ftrong Drink

render
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| ¢ they ap
{ ¢ mation: i
| ¢ tofuch.--Was this Evening informed of an Inftance of

| ¢ Intemperance in a (!eu‘ibcr of this Church; tor this I

| -0 Ty

¢ render Men! Methinks could fuch fee how vile and ugly
a0, it muft needs fhame them into a Retor-
.ord help me to difcharge my Duty faithtully

¢ defire to mourn and'be humbled, and beg of God I may
¢ be directed to a right Conduct: O what Want have I ot
¢ Wifdom and Refolution, Zeal and Fortitude in my
¢ Miniftry!----Had many melancholly Thoughts about

- ¢ poor Mr.------- who has lately fallen in a moft open

¢ Manner into the grofieft Intemperance: The Lord help
¢ him to repent, and remain ftedfaft for the future:----O
¢ that while I think I ftand, I might takehced lelt I fall!
¢ This Evening informed of fome Mifdemeanors in fome
¢ Members, &¢. which greatly fhocked and troubled
¢ me:---The Lord humble me under a Senfe of this
¢ Matter, and help me to aét wifely in  Relation to it:----
¢ Lord, haft thou not faid, let fuch as lack Wifdom feek
of thee, who giveth ta all liberally, and upbraideth
¢ nat:---My Humart is grievoufly burdened, and much

| ¢ embarafled in my Mind, about the Information:---O

“ how juft is God, how righteous is the Providence
¢ whereby I am afflicted in this Sort; in the Cafe of others
¢ I behold my own Vilenefs:---O Lord, appear for my
¢ Help, and enable me to fall upon fuch Meafures as
¢ thou wilt own and blefs !® |
As he was a Perfon of great Madefty, fo he was often
fearful at the Beginning of his Reproofs, which he
adminiftered to thofe who were guilty; for Inftance:
¢ In my Way Home, rode Part of the Way with a Perfon
¢ whom I had long defired to talk with alone, about a
¢ Point of moral Conductt ; knowing him to be a Man of
“a preety rough Difpofition, I was diftrefled how to
¢ begin, and anxious what Reception 1 fhould mect
¢ with; however, having firft lifted up my Heart to
¢ Go. for Direction and Refolution, I opened the Matter,

¢« and
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¢ and dealt plainly and affeftionately with him. fetting
¢ forth the awful Confequences of {fuch a Practice, in
‘ Reference to himfelf and Family. this World and
¢ another: He faid little or nething, till 1 was about to

¢'part with him on the Road, #@d rhen with Teaurs |

¢ flowing, he gave me his Fland, and thanked me over
« and over: I blefs God for this Encouragement, and
¢ think myfelf much to blame, I have not attempted the
¢ fame fooner: I have feveral Times undertaken private |
¢ Reproof, with a fearful trembling learr, and have

¢ met with a kinder Reception than I expected; this -
¢ fhould encourage meto go on; I beg of God it may:-- |
¢ Was furprifed to hear One take the Name of Godin '
¢ vain, rebuked him, and parted with him weeping.’

His publick UjZfz(/né/}. |

HLS Sphere of Ufefulnefs reached far beyond the
Limits of his own Congregation: Not long after his
Settlement in the Miniftry, he was notywithftanding his
Youth, made a Truftee of the College” of New-Jerfey,
and was very active, and much engaged in promoting
the Welfare of that Infant Seminary of Learning. Soon
after he was a Truftee, he was chofe Clerk of that Corpo-
ration, and continued their Regifter, till the College was

removed from Newark to Princetown; when by Reafon |

of his Diftance, it became neceflary to put another in his
Place,

When that Seminary of Learning was very remarkably
frowned upon, by the Death of one Prefident foon after
another, Mr. Smith was chole to prefide foine Months at
College, and that at a Time, when the Difcharge of fuch
a Truft was difficult. Here he was often led to the
Throne of Grace for Wifdom and Direétion; thus he
writes: ¢ The Lord give me Wifdom in this critical and

' ¢ Jifficult
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¢ difficult State of the College: The Lord appear tor
¢ the Help of this poor Society.’----and again,----T'he
‘ Lord give me Light and Wifdom.--at anather Time,--
¢ Rofe betore Light, and by that Means gat fome Time
- ¢for fecret Prayer:---Lord quicken me, and give me
¢ Life Divine:---The Lord grant me his Prefence and
¢ Help: Father of Mercies, grant me all. that Prudence
¢ and Wifdom, that thou {feeit I fhall bere greatly ttand
“in Need of:---1 look to thee for Light and Direction,
¢ in this and every other Affair:---The Lord direct me
¢ how to conduét, in° my prefent ditficult Station:---
¢ O that God would incline the Hearts of all here, to live
¢ in Love and Friendfhip one with another :---'T'he l.ord
¢ have Mercy on this School of the Prophets, and heal
¢its Divifion, and diffufe a Spirit of Love and Peace.”
While prefiding at College, he filled his Station with a
good Degree of Honour and Reputation, and to the no
fmall Advantage of that Society.

He was very ufetul in the Prefbytery to which he
belonged; much employed in draughting dithcult Wri-
ings; was for many Years their ftated Clerk or Regitier,
and for fome Years, was made Choice ot as thewr
Correfpondent, in  writing L.etters over Sca, and to
diftant Parts.

At Seflions of Préfbytery, he had a remarkable Facility
in managing their publick Afluirs, having a ready
Infight mto Matters, and able to {peak well upon fuch
Occafions. His well knowvn Catholicifm and  friendly
Difpofition, rendered him very ferviceable in moderating
and recenciling contending Parties: Indeed his Modetty
kept him too much hid, fo that his Ufcfulnefs this Way,
began to be k-wn to the Synod, but alittle Time betore

Death deprived them of {o vatuable a Member.

His
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His Attempts to promote ufeful Knowlege.

- AS he loved Knowlege, and endeavoured to increafe
~init, he readily attempted fuch Methods as tendedto
promote it, whether in himfelt or others: Two Methods
thall be mentioned, which he (and others affociated with
uim) ufed to promote Knowlege; in which Society he
was a very important, active, and ufeful Member.

Firft Meibod. The fele¢t Company being met for the
firft Time, by Agreement among themfelves, each
Member had a Queftion, Theme or Subjeét, on which §
he was to prepare a Difputation for the next Meeting;
‘at which Time, or at every Meeting after the firft, every

Member defended his Subject or &eﬁion fylogiftically,
while fome one or other of the Company oppofed him:
When the fyllogiftic Difpute was fnifhed, the fame
Nuettion was debated by any or all the Company,_in free
Converfation, with due Decorum, till every one had faid
what he pleafed upon the Head: Then another defended
or denied his Queftion; and then another, till each
Queftion wasdebated ; after which they all agreed upon
new Queftions for the next Meeting, ]

Another Exercife at thefe Meetings was this, every
Member in Order, gave the Company an Account ef

the Books he had read fince the laft Meeting, what the }

Author or Authors treated upon, how they managed
‘their - Subjeét, wirat was the Tenor of their Difcourfe,
whether they treated ill or well, with a Recapitulation
and Rehearfal of as may entertaining Things met with in
his Reading, as his Memory would help him to, and
the Company’s Time would allow them to hear: This
Part of their Exercife made them read with Care every
Look, and review well before they went to the ncxt
Meeting; by which Means, they had the better fix'd in
their Memories whatever they read. ‘

| Another
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Another Advantage was, that each Member wus ina

Sort made acguainted, with the Books and Subjeéts that
the others had read. ' |

Second Method. He with the neighbouring Minifters
to the Number of Eight or Ten, met once a Month; at
the firt Meeting, they had by Agreement each of them
a Text of Scripture, on which they were to compofe a

Sermon, fairly written at the next Meeting : Some one
of the Number delivered his Sermon in the Congregation .
where they met: After the publick Exercife the feleét -

Company retired, where they with all Freedom and
Friendfhip, made their Remarks upon the publick
Performance, viz. The Pronunciation, Geftures, &c. of
the Speaker ; after which they took the written Sermon,
and read Part, or the Whole as they pleafed, making
Remarks upon the Orthography, Grammar, Senfe, and
Orthodoxy of the Performance, as alfo upon the Expla-
nation of the Text, raifing the Doctrine, planning the
Difcourfe, and in fhort, on the whole Struture of the
Sermon. At the next Meeting, another delivered ‘ q
Sermon, followed with the like Criticifms; thus they took
their Turns in Courfe. . This Method Mr. Smith thought
peculiarly ufeful to' younger Minifters, and not without
fome Advantage to the Elder. |

He was alfo as ready to ufe Means to promote vital
Religion ; for which End he joined witha Number of
the neighbouri~g Minifters, who for feveral Years met
once a Quarter, to {pend the Day in Prayer and Fafting
in private ; at which Seafons, Part of the Day was fpent
in Converfation upon the grear Things of Religion,
efpecially on the Ways and Methods, by which they
might beft promote the great Ends of their Minittry, in
their feveral Congregations. |

His
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His Marriages.

WHILE hewas at Elizabeth-Town, he there formed
an Acquaintaince with Mifs Martha Dickinfon, the
youngelt Daughtet ot the Rev. Mr. Fonathan Dickinfon,
and was marsicd to her on the 7th Day of Sepremper,
1749,.3 Lady endowed with many amiable Qualities ;.
fhe was..juperior to moft of  her. Sex .in Strength of
Genius, her intelletual Powers were quick and pene-
trating,. fhe hadia Thirft for Knowlege, and was greatly
delighted in Keading: Kindnefs; Eafe,: and Friendfhip
compoled her matural - Femper; fhe was an agreeable
-Comipaniop, very obliging-in her Behaviour, and admi-
red and Joved by all who had the Happinefs of her
Acquaintance. - As the was bleffed with an early religious
Education, fo the Things of Eternity began betimes to
exercife: her: She had ferious Impreflions: upon her
Mi W even from her Childhood, and began a Courfe of
{ecret Prayer while Young. And altho’ fbe was fubject to
Melancholly..at- Seafons, and confequently to Fears and
Paubts about her fpiritual State, yet towards the latter
Xartof her Life, the had much greater Satisfacton.

She was one whofe Memory is flill dear to the Society
in which fhe " lived, and to all her Acquaintance; fhe
was a moft faithful Friemd, an amiable and affeftionate
Companion, and the Heart of her Hufband {afely trufied in
“her: Andthus he lived with her in great Harmony, Love
and Delight, almoft Eight Years; by her he had Three
‘Daughters, who are ftill alive ; and may the Lord fpare
their Lives, dad caufe them to inherit. the Virtues and
Graces of their Parents. He had apecvliar Trial of his
Grace, his Patience, and Kindnefs in- the latter Parc of
his Wife’s Life, fhe being confined to her Bed for near
a2 Twelve Month befors her Deathy which was on
Auguft the 20th, One Thoufand Seven Mdundred and
Fitty Seven: When God was plealed in his  Holy

Providence,
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Provxdencc, to rémove her from him ; he then f'ctTn
felf with all Diligence to feek, that this fevere Stroke
might become a fan&ifi¢d Afiction to him. He made
'it tor a long Time aftex, a Part of his conftant Addrc?’s
‘19'(3od, t()r Grace'to improve the bereaving Providence

aright, and Wifdom to conduét himfelf as a Chnfhan
and Mnmﬁer, in hns wxdowed State,”

4

- In about two Years after his firft Wlfcs Deceafe he
made Choice of, -and placed his Affections upon a young
Lady, whois a Perfon of a reputable Family in “Nesw-
Egzglmd Daughter to the: late Honourable Major oo,
Branford, in Commelticnt: To this young Gentle-
_Woman, who is endowed with many. amiable Virtues to
‘render her an agreeshle Gamipanion, he was martied on
the 17th of October, 15759, Whom (after living . three
Ycar§1watlx her lacking a few Days, in . great Love and
conJucral Felicity,) he left a.defolate Widow, with an
only- Son, to whom may the Father.of Lights grant. a
doublc Portion of, the - Spmt and Glfts of his Father. .

.....

Whﬁn he was aheut tonter into the Mamage Relation,
hc deliberately . weighedits important Nature, both in
itfelf and Confequences; and fet apart fome Time to
{eck the Divine DireGtion: Previous to hisfecond ‘Mar-
‘riage, he gives an Account of various. Days. that he
fpent in F afting and Prayer, with a particular View to
the changing of “his Condmon and “gftér-he” had made
known his Mind tothe Perfon whom he chofe, he mentions
two- -Days in particolar’ at different Fimes, that they
ft ‘apart. by Agreement to feek fodom from on hxgh

in a Matter of fo greit Importﬂm.g Thus he writes
on one of thofe Days:

«This is the Day I- agreed with Mifs Rebecca Fiot, ta
¢ fet apart for eXtraordmary Prayer and Fafting, to feck
« Biviné Dire&ion and the Blefling of God, in an Affai

¢ of great Importance; I have fought unto God to affif
H ¢ het
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« her and myLlf in the Duties of the Day: I think, I
¢never in any Affair whatever, found myfeif more
« difpofed to rely upon God for Direétion, and commit
« my felf wholly to his Difpolal; T certainly have Love and
« Tenderncfs enough tor her Perfon, butwould much
« rather at contrary to my own Affections, than contrary
« to the Will of him, who knows infinitcly beft what is
¢ beft for me. What I havero do this Day is;

¢ 1. To get my Heart deeply affeted, with a Senfe
«of my own Vilenefs and exceeding Sinfulnefs, and
¢ efpecially to mourn over, and be humbled for the Sins
¢ of my former Marriage: O that my Head were Waters,
¢ and my Eyes a Fountain of Tears, that I might weep
. %over my manifold Failures, towurds my dear and
. s excellent  Companion, who is gone.|
| ¢ 2, To feek earneftly that God would take me under
~ a his kind Care, and conduct us both aright in this
* s weighty Affair, that we may do what God fhall approve

s of, and be well pleafed with,

¢ 3. I am this Day to feek the Blefling of Heaven upon
“yus both, that if we fhould be permitted to meet as
* Bofom Friends, we might be made Comforts and rich
« Bleflings to one another; may God aflift my dear
¢ Friend and me, in fupplicating the Throne of Grace
¢ for each other! Lord pour on us a Spirit of Prayer.’

His Difcbarge' of relative Dauties.

After he was joined in this endearing Relation, as
with Prayer he entered into it, fo he was very caretul to
L+ much in Prayer aiterwards: He made it his Praétice,

‘The Senfe of his Deficiencies manifeft a remarkable Tendernefs of
C., Acience, tor there fcarce s ver was a Man of more fincere Lave und
te: ‘er Atfedtion towards Lis Wifte, und who more conftantly ditcharged
o!i Lt cadeuring Duties of the coujugal Relation,

a3
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as often as he' conveniently could, befides the ftated
Worthip of his Family and Clofet, to pray privatcly with
his Wite alone ; and as he was blefled with two very
agreeable Companions, fo furely tew ever excclled him in
the Charaéter of a Hufband; he was affectionate, kind,
condefcending and obliging, and always ready to make
large Allowances for the Infirmities of the weaker Sex ;
Nothing did he efteem hard, that would be an Eafe,
Aflitance, and Kindnefs to his Companion,

He was likewif: a moft indulgent Father, and the Fafe
and Goodnels ot his natural Lemper, might here fome-
times be carried to too great a Length, {o that Indulgence
appeared fometimes as his Foible; and althe’ he was
perhaps too fparing at Seafons of the Rod of Corretion,
yet when he adminiftered i, it was with great Caution
and Wifdom ; he looked uponiit as wicked, unbecoming
a Man and a Chrithian, to correét in a Paflion ; fometimes
he carrected his Children directly upon their committing
the Pault, and then if he had Opportupity afterwards
retired, and prayed with them in éectet‘, that it mjght
be fanctified to them.  We fhall give one Inftance of his
ll\)dcthod of correcting, as we find ‘it left by him in his
Diary.

T'hus he writes upon fuch an Occafion: ¢ Adminiftred
¢ Correttion to one in iy KFamily, and was enabled to
“do it | hope from a Senfe of Duty, and felt [ truft both
¢ Compaffion and Refolution; 1 defire €0 have iy own
¢ Heart affeéted with this T'rial: 1 think, I can fay, that
¢ chattifing is my ftrange Work; Lord, help me to
‘ govern my bamily in that wile, kind, and relolue
¢ Manner that 1 oughe!---Upon another Occalion,----
¢ Fhought proper to-Day to call --+------ te an Account
¢ fqr feme evil Things in her Behaviour, and had her
¢ Sifler prefent, difcourfed with them  folemnly  and
“ aflcctionately, warped them againdt Vice and Wicked-

‘ nels,
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¢ nefs, and corredted <-=------ with fome. Severity, as 1
« thought her Faule required it; I wept plentifylly while
« [ dijcourfed wish them, and while 1 uied the Rod: O
* that God, would bleSs this Chaftifement and my Admoni-
¢ tions, and. Counlel o them both I’ He uﬁ;d to be much
inearneft Prayer for. his Children, that God would make
them Subjelts of hig Grace; ¢ Lqrd hear my Lrayers for
¢ my, Motheglefs little Opgs,' |

.......

. s a Son,

15 was full of filial Duty; Love, and Refpe&; he
carried himfelf ‘with all poffible’ Comiplaifance and Obe-
dience to his aged Parent, whofe:Heart was much boupd
up in-him: Wher abfent; he looked upon it his Duty
to remember -her in-his Prayers, and even to his Death
was remarkable! for his filial Duty. |

- L As ¢ Mafler. .
kind - and eafy, full of Mercy and

- He wvias.
Condefcention, .
| "~ As a Friend,

~ IN this Charaéter, thofe beft acquainted with him
may frecly fay, . few have ever equalled him: Such
Friends as he are feldom founds; he not only talked
but felt the Caufe of his Fricnds; Kejoicing with them
that did rejoice, and wceping with them that wept; even
his Comforters, he camforted, and eafed the. Burdens .of
the AffliGted, by:bearipg them himfelf: Todo Offices of
Kindnefs was the Deljght of his . Seul, and. he never
appeared. begter pleajed, than when: he was warmly
cngaged in. this Way to gratify them: Such who have
ry’d “him, cannot bus, retainia, lafting Remembrance of
?iﬁ,;chﬂarfulhefs in. undertaliing, Fidelity’ and Succefs-
Waek. in managing cvery Matter Importance cammitted
S to

' "
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to hisTrult; and neighbouring Minifters cfpccxally,
will ever know, that by the Death of Wir. Smith, they
{have loft not only an accomplithed Scholar, an exemplary
{Chriftian, but a moft agreeable and valuable Fnend

His Candor.

"HE, was not forward to pafs Sentence concerning, the-
;‘- fpmtual State of others, and it there dpptar(.d Occafion
Yfor it, was inclined to think favourably; it grieved him.
Mtofec valuable and good Men rafh in condemning others, .
-Jand becaufe they did not unite with them in ()pxmon,
haftily cenfure them as gracelefs, and Enemies to God. ,
{His Candor was peculiarly exercifed rowards young
Minifters, altho’ few Men were. ever better qualified to,
make Remarks upon their Performances;; yethis was always,
IRemarks of Kindnefs, taking Notice of thole Parts that,
were excellent : He hated a carping Difpolition,, and he.
was not only a Father, but Brother to young Minifters,,
admitting them without Referve to all Intimacy- and .
F amthanty, as though they had been his Equals.

His diligent Improvement of Time.

HE was very {enfible how precious” Time is, and,
| very careful to improve it well; and if ever he thought
his Time fpent unprofitably, it caufed him Grief and -
penitent Refle¢tions : But his own Words will beft illu--
ftrate this Matter. ¢ Slept too late this Morning, whereby
¢ precious Time was wafted :---O for the Prefence and
¢ Help of God, to improve my Time. as I aughttodo!---
¢ Enable me, O Lord, to watch againit the “Enemies of -
¢ my Soul, Peace, and Comfort :----O for a Senfe of that -
¢ Shortnefs and Uncertainty ot Life, and the Precioufnefs *
¢ of Time !---O for an Heart to redeem ‘T'ime, becauie -
¢ the Days are Evil :.,-Lord heip me to work, while the
¢ Day
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¢ Day lafts, knowing that the Night cometh, wherein no'
¢ Man can work.”” When he had fpent Time in Company, {
if he did not apprehend that he had done, or gotten fome !
Good, it gave him Painin Reflection; if he was enabled
to fiy any Thing that tended to the Divine Honour, he
was thankful forit; but it the Time was fpent without

fome Engagednefs for God ; the lofing and mifimprove-

ing of fo much Time, he much lamented : As he writes, .
¢« Spent mott of the Day in Converfation with Mr,--------
< but not with that lively Senfe of Divine Things as I -

¢ ought, and fhould be glad to maintain :---Generally

< find that Company unfits me for Devotion :---Lord, "
¢ teach me the Divine "Art of living always as being in’
¢ the Prefence of God !--T'oo much Time fpentin Conver-

¢ fation :---O that I could improve thete Seafons better !---
¢ O for quickening Grace! grant me thy Help, O Lord,
¢ and warmer Zealto run in the ways of Duty, Religion,
¢ and Godlinefs :---How difficult to keep up a Senie of

¢ Divine Things in a Crowd !--O for the Heavenly Art

¢« of living always with an affeCting View of Eternal
¢« Things !---My Time 1s loft too much of it here in C----
¢« which is very difficult to avoid, tho’ I endeavour that
¢ fuch Seafons may not be wholly loft.”

Upon his Birth Day, it was his Cuftom to review his

Life, and confider how he had fpent his Time ; making

pious Reflections as he found Occafion. Upon one of
thoie Days, he writes as follows :

¢ December 29gth, 1750. Through the wonderful

¢ Patience and Forbearance of God, he has added another:

¢ Year to my Life, and I have this Day entered upon
¢ the 28th Year of my Age; and I think it proper to
¢ employ a few Thoughts upon this Occafion; and upon
¢ Reflection, I find that the moit of my paft Days by far,
¢ have been fpent very unprofitably, either as to myfelf
¢ or others :---God grant I may walk humbly all the few

| ¢ Days
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¢ Days I have yet to live :---How few they may be, God

¢ only knows !---O! that I might henceforward fet my-

¢ felf) with greater Diligence than ever to redeem Time,
¢ fince fo many of my Days have been lavithed away, in
¢ Folly, Sloth, and Sin : By the Grace of God affifting,
¢ I refolve to make Religion more and more my Bufinels,
¢ and to attend to the Concerns of my Soul and Eternity,
¢ a5 the one Thing needful. I would hope, that the laft
¢ Year of my Li?é has been improved to fome better
¢ Purpof¢,. than many “of the former: But alas! how
¢tuch of my precious Time, even in the paft Year,

- ¢ hath been utterly loft :---How many Sins have I com-
¢ mitted in the feveral Relations I ftand in, as a Minifter,
¢ a profefling Chriftian, as a Hufband, as the Head of a
¢ Family, ¢¢c. Manifold indeed have been my Defeéts,
¢ in the Difcharge of the various Duties which have been
¢ incumbent upon me, and with fome particular Corrup-
< tions I have often been-befet ; although I truftl have
¢ been enabled to pray with Sincerity ot Heart, and to
¢ keep up fomething of a Watch againft them :---And
¢ I defire to mourn, that I have done it no more, and
¢« would fly to the Blood of Chrift for cleanfing from the
¢ Guilt of all my paft Iniquities :----Blefled be God, there
¢ is a Sufficiency of Atonement in him. This I defire
< tomake my only Truft for Pardon and Acceptance
¢« with God: Andas I amnow beginning a New Year of
¢« my Life, Idefire to commit myiclf to God; befeeching
< of him,to afford me the conftant gracious Influences
< of his Holy Spirit, to guide and keep my Feet in the
< Way of his Teltimonies, and to prelerve me by his own
¢ Power, through Faith, fate unto his Heavenly King-
¢ dom, for the Sake of Jefus Chrift. Amen.’

His Views of Death, bis ownand others.

HE was wife to confider his latter End ; the Frailty
of his Nature, and the Snortnefs of Life was much upon

his




L6 ]

his Mind ; he ulually kept a deep Senfe of the Nearnefs ot

‘ - . T 8 P B SNV R
Peath and Erernity; his nervous vertiginous Dl'lozrdcu i
dtimuiated him to Engagednefs, in making Preparation §. "

A
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Kor<his latt Change ; tor theéfe Diforders made him appre-§
henfive that his Death might be very fudden, and that §
an Apoplectic Fit might fome Time or other tranfmiz §
him to Erernity; fo that he feldom, [peaks of his Indif; |
pofitioh,” but  he has fome pious Re'ﬁc&ic)zu,; ~as, ‘Find }
¢« myfclf foméwhat indifpofed ; the Lord Tit' me for whaty |
. ¢ everis before me: OhatTcould ger Good from every §
& Trial! [ feel poorly of late; Lord, help me to make a :

:-rightfjlmfrov'emént of my bodily Infirmities, and give |
¢« me Wifdom' to confider'and prepare for my latter End. |
‘When “at Prayer at a Funeral: <In my Praycr felta -
¢ fadden Shoot in my Head, but I defirc to be thankfu}
¢ it was only for a Moment, and I felt entirely well: Q
* that I might be warned by this Diforder in my Head, to {
¢ ftand ow tay Watch-"Tower, with my Loins girt, and
« my Lanip burning” .~ " o
. The Death of others m

~Th h of ~made -him earneft with God, to
give him Grace t0 i,mp‘rqvq?fu‘ch Difpenfations: ¢ O thas
¢ God would help me to'improve it right, and learn me
« by this awful Vilitation, the Uncertainey of Life, the
¢ Vanity of the World, the infinite Moment of making |
¢ God my All, and of being prepared for Feaven, where
¢ a Number of thy dear Fricnas the excellent Ones of the
¢ EBarth are gone; Lord, in thy abundant (Mercy, help
¢ me to remember their Deaths, as that [ may be thereby
¢ weaned from this vain World, and roufed to worls

¢ while the Day lafts, fince the Night cometh, in which
¢ no Man .can work.” Upon .the Death of his own
Parithioners, he has many valuable pious Refleftions:
¢ Lord, fanllify this Dvath to me, and quicken me to
¢ greater Diligence in my Duty towatds a dying People
¢ C! thatit may be fandlified to the Relatives, and may,
¢all the Socicty tahe Warning: Loud, forgive me
¢ vlicrein
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. ¢ wherein I have failed of my Duty towards the Deceafed,
% let not the Blood of my People’s Souls cleave to my
¢ Skirts, (s, o '
-, On Occafion of a fudden and remarkable Death he
" Las this Refleétion :---¢ O what Reafon have I, and all, to

« watch, for weknow not the Hour!---I defire to re-

¢ member this Inftance, and the awful Circumftances '
¢ attending it, for my future Incitement to Duty:---O

¢ whav Reafon have I to bein Readinefs always ; and what

- ¢ Caufe to vrge others with all Plainefs and Solemnity,
1 ¢ to prepare without Delay for Death !---O that I might
¢ be wife to make proper Remarks upon Providential
¢ Dealings.” Such were his Views and Exercifes, till he
was feized with a Dyfentery, on the fecond Day of
Oéober, 1762; which Diftemper proved the Means of
putting an End to his ufeful Life. When he was firft
taken ill, Deathdid not appear fo terrible to him as it
had done at fome other Seafons; yet he was not without
fome Clouds and Darknefs: Upder thofe Difficulties he
earneftly fought the Light of God’s Countenance, and
prayed much, thatif God fhould reftore him to Health,
this Sicknefs might be blefled to make him more abun-
.dantly ufeful; butif it thould be to Death, that he might
be prepared for that folemn Hour. In the latter Part of
his Illnefs, he had clear and fatisfactory Views of the Love
and Favour of God ; every Gloom, Fear, and Doubt
was removed, he found that the Sting of Death was taken
‘away, and that he could meet the King of Terrors with
Calmnefs, Refignation and Joy: Altho’ his Diforder
was very obftinate, and at Seafons he was in Extremity of
Pain, yet his Patience under it was very obferveable to
thofe who attended him. |

At Times when he refletted upen the Scarcity of

Minifters, the Circumftances of his own Congregation
and defolate Family, he found himfelf willing to continue
tn the Body, and to glorify Chriti here upon Liarth,

~ | I but
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but upon other Confiderations, was' willing rather to be
abfent from the Body, and prefent with the Lord; he |
defired to depart to be with Chrift, which was far betcer: §
Thus he: waited with holy Submiffion in Triumph over §
dJeath, in Divine Light and Joy, often being heard to |
breathe, ¢ Lord Jefus, why is thy Chariot Wheel fo long
¢ incoming.” ‘The Sabbath Morning before his Death,
when he himfelf, and others around him, thought him
a dying, being fuddenly feized with fome unufual Pain or
Difficulty, upon reviving he exprefled himfelf thus: ¢ !
¢.hoped to have been gone, and been with Jefus Chrift
¢.betore this Time.’ - |

~ » His People being deeply fenfible of the Importance of
their worthy Paftor, fet apart the Tue/day of thar Week,
as a Day of Prayer and Fafting, calling in the Affiftance
of fome neighbouring Minifters upon that Occafion: On
the .Evening of that Day, one of the Minifters prefent,
afked him, if - he had fuch Hopes of future Happinefs,
that he could meet Death with Satisfation? he anfwered, |
thdt he could triumph over Death, and with Chearfulnefs
commit his Soulinto the Hands of Jefus: The Minifter
then atked him, if he had met with any remarkable
Change as to the State of his Soul, fince the Beginning
of this his Sicknefs, which he thought he had not expe-
rienced in Years paft, which might be the Ground of his
prefent Flope and Satisfaction. He replied, no; and

fignified he was upen the fame Foundation that he had
been for fome Years. A little before his Death, he |
defired his Wife to fing the Four laft Stanzas in the
Seventeenth Plalm of Dr, //atts’s Verfion, long Metre;
the atked him, whether 1t would not do to read it to him ?
but he replied, be defired it fung 3 and while fhe fung i,
he appeared to be in peculiar Raptures, as though every
Word of it was his own. . -

2. WHA'L
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3. WHAT Sinners value, I refign,
Lord, ’tis enough that thou art mine;
I fhall behold thy blifstul Face,
. And ftand compleat in Righteoufnefs.

4. This Life’s a Dream, an empty Show ;
But the bright World to which I go
Hath Joys fubftantial and fincere,
When fhall I wake and find me there?

5. O glorious Hour! O'blefs’"d Abode!
I fhall be near and like my God!
And Fleth and Sin no more controul
The facred Pleafures of my Soul.

6. My Flefh fhall flumber in the Ground,
Till the lait Trumpet’s folemn Sound;
Then burft the Chains with fweet Surprize,
And in my Saviour’s Image rife.

\  On Friday Morning before Day, he perceived himfelf
upon the Borders of Eternity 3 and having ordered his
Family to him, he took Leave of them ina moft Chri-
ftian and rational Manner, rccommendingthem to the
indulging Providence of*God, the Word of his Power
and Grace, and prefled them to make fure their Peace
with God; andto obtain a Part in the Merits of Jefus
Chrift: About five o’Clock he ordered his little Son
Apollos, to be bro’t and laid in his Arms; and as he was

~fo weak he was unable to lift his Arm, he ordered them
to raife it and, lay it over the Child, and then made a
very rational Prayer, and bleffed him, A few Minutes
betore he expired, his Wite fitting by him, afked whether
he had comfortable Veiws of his Departure, and that
Angels were ready to convey his Soul to Heaven ? he
anfwered, that his Views were unfpeakably comfortable,
and that the Thought was ravifhing and tranfpoiting.

As
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As he had often made it his Petition in Life, to have the
right Exercife of his intelleCtual Pgwers,in his dying
Moments . fo God remarkably granted him his Defires ;

. for when dying, his Wifc afked him, how Death felt, and

what where the Senfations he had of dying ? He informed
her, his Mind was calm, clear and compofed as ever it
was, but that he could not communicate the Ideas of |
his Feelings to her, only that he felt an unfpeakable
‘Weaknefs throvigh all the Parts of his Body ; that all hlS ~
Strength wg gone in 2 Manner, that he. never felt any
like it before : And thus he fell afleep in Death, in grear
Compofure and Peace, on Friday Morning, about 6
o'Clock, the 22d of Ofober, 1762. 'Aged Thirty
Eight Years and Ten'Months. © ~

His Funeral “was attended on the Sabbath follow-

g, .by a large Aﬁ'cmbly of People, and a Number of
Mlmﬁers, upon which Occafion one of the Minifters
preached a Sernion from thefe Words : For me to live is
Chrift, and to dieis Gain: Philip i. 21.
_In the Afternoon, another of the - Minifters preached
from FEzekiel xxii. 30: And I fought for a Man among
them, that fhould make up the Hedge, and fland in the
Gap before me, for the Land, that I fbould not dq/z‘roy it
but - found none.

F I N [ .
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